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JOHNSTON’S SCHOOL-TO-WORK
PROGRAM PROVIDES AUTHENTIC
CAREER EXPERIENCE FOR JHS SENIORS

The transition between high school and college can
be stressful, especially when students are faced with
the question of what to study for the next four years. As
high school students ponder the path of higher education
and an eventual career, how do they find their passion
before heading to college? At Johnston High School, it’s
internships through the School-to-Work program, which
allows Johnston seniors to explore a career field through
on-the-job training at a local workplace. Students learn
firsthand what it is like to work in a specific career while
assisting organizations in reaching their goals.
JHS launched a cooperative work program several years
ago; however, the school district transitioned to a more
career-focused internship program in 2016 due to the
benefits for students and their futures.
“Students in our program are able to get JHS credit, nine
DMACC credits, incredible experience in a career they are
interested in, make valuable networking connections, and
gain expert mentors,” said Lexi Shafer, School-to-Work
coordinator at Johnston Community Schools. “Students
get to decide if a career they think they want to pursue is a
perfect fit for them before they go and spend thousands on
college coursework.”
JOHNSTON

TUESDAY HIGH 57 | LOW 39

Low clouds, remaining cool

WEDNESDAY HIGH 59 | LOW 48
Mostly cloudy

Colin Brown

Students interested in the program go through an
interview highlighting their career interests and spend two
weeks of career exploration at the beginning of their senior
year to make sure they have chosen a career path that best
fits their interests. School-to-Work coordinators then work
with past and potential business connections and find a
business and manager to place each student with.
PROGRAM, CONTINUED ON BACK

THURSDAY HIGH 53 | LOW 48
Cloudy and cool, p.m. rain

FRIDAY HIGH 54 | LOW 45

Morning rain, showers later

SATURDAY HIGH 63 | LOW 49
Partly sunny
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

WHO WAS THAT MASKED MAN?

Masks have been, and continue
to be, a divisive subject. Americans
have typically been passionately
in support of them or adamantly
against them. I have not met many
in the middle.
Maybe not surprisingly, Iowans
have handled the masking matter
a bit differently than those in other
states. Generally, we do what we
are told to do. So when we were
asked to mask up, we did so.
And when we were told that the
mandates were removed, we quit
wearing them. That’s either Iowa
nice or Iowa naive, depending on
your point of view.
Meanwhile, as I look back on
the mask mandates, I can’t help but
wonder how some industries that
required IDs dealt with them.
I was meeting with some bankers
this week, and I asked how they
address customers with masks
when verifying IDs. With plexiglass
dividers in place, they simply ask
the masked customers to remove
their coverings momentarily
while they verified the match
to the ID. I also asked if their

industry, in general, had seen an
uptick in masked robberies, as I
assumed some criminals saw a
real opportunity. Just a few years
ago, a person walking into a bank
with a mask on would draw major
concern, for obvious reasons.
Today, bank employees are more
understanding but are “still on high
alert,” I was told.
I also wondered how convenience
store clerks dealt with masked
customers who were buying alcohol
or cigarettes. Early on in the
pandemic, I asked one, and he told
me that they took the customers’
word as they were told they could
not require them to remove their
masks. Today, that’s changed, and
many convenience store clerks
now handle the situation much like
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the banks by asking customers to
momentarily lower their masks.
Even so, I had to wonder if some
minors saw a real opportunity. “Not
so much,” I was told.
How about airports? With such
stringent check-in policies, how are
employees dealing with masked
customers? If you have flown lately,
you know that the process is much
like what banks and convenience
stores are doing — asking
customers to momentarily lower
their masks.
Although police admit that
wearing masks has made crime
investigation more difficult, most
say they have not seen an increase
in crime as a result. That’s good
news, as we shouldn’t expect that
all who wear masks are criminals.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading. n
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MAYOR’S ANNUAL BIKE RIDE

Join Mayor Paula Dierenfeld for the Mayor’s Bike Ride, a fun ride on
Johnston’s trails on Saturday, May 14. Participants should start gathering in the
parking lot east of City Hall, 6221 Merle Hay Road. Bicycle riders will depart
around noon. The ride begins at City Hall and will end at the large shelter at
Terra Park. Free lunch will be served for those participating in the ride. n

JOHNSTON FARMERS MARKET

Fresh produce, live music, baked goods, crafts and food trucks make
shopping at the Johnston Farmers Market an entertaining experience. The
market will be held on Tuesdays, May 31 to Oct. 11, 3:30-6:30 p.m. at
Johnston Town Center parking lot, corner of Merle Hay Road and N.W. 62nd
Ave. It is sponsored by the Johnston Lions Club. n

MOVIE NIGHT AT THE YARD

Join Johnston High School students May 20 at 8:30 p.m. to watch the movie
“Tangled.” n

MERRILL JOINS JOHNSTON ROTARY

Ben Merrill is the Johnston Rotary Club’s newest member,
joining on April 19. He is an attorney for the BrownWinick
law firm. He is a litigator in the areas of business litigation,
insurance defense, medical malpractice, workers’ compensation,
employment and labor, construction and agribusiness law. In his
free time, he likes to golf, travel and spend time at the family
lake home in Maine. He has two children. n

IOWA GOLD STAR MILITARY MUSEUM
515-252-4531
Call Jay Mathes for a tour.

515-204-7467

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
CLOSER CARE • MEMORY CARE

HOURS:

SUNDAY: CLOSED
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY-SATURDAY:
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
AT CAMP DODGE H 7105 NW 70th
70th STREET, JOHNSTON
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JHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Tuesday, May 3
1:30 p.m. Golf: Girls Varsity vs.
Waukee @ Sugar Creek
Golf Course
4 p.m. Tennis: Girls JV/Varsity
@ Dowling Catholic
4:00 p.m. Tennis: Boys JV/Varsity
vs. Dowling Catholic
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls Varsity @
WDM Valley
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity vs.
WDM Valley
Wednesday, May 4
2:30 p.m. Golf: Girls Varsity vs.
Urbandale @ Urbandale
Golf & Country Club
Thursday, May 5
4:30 p.m. Track: Girls JV/Varsity@
Urbandale
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys JV/Varsity @
WDM Valley
https://team1sports.com/johnston/
Check out Johnston’s live-stream.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE DIGITAL EDITION
OF JOHNSTON LIVING MAGAZINE FREE!
Scan the code below, or visit
www.iowalivingmagazines.com.
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

JILLIAN MAGRANE BLAIR

Jillian Magrane Blair, 17, was born in Des Moines to Michael and Amy (Ward) Blair. Jillian was the
youngest of three girls and lived in the Des Moines area and Johnston.
Jillian was in her junior year at Johnston High School where her favorite subject was art. Jillian
aspired to be a fashion designer. She worked part-time at the Johnston Hy-Vee Floral Department. Jillian
loved “sister time” when she and her sisters, Rosie and Catey, would take drives to Saylorville, listen
to music in the car, and eat ice cream on the way. They all enjoyed playing together with their pets,
watching anime, and creating art together.
On Thursday, April 21, 2022, Jillian collapsed from a genetic heart condition diagnosed a month before.
Jillian is survived by her parents, Michael and Amy Blair of Johnston; her sisters, Rosie and Catey Blair, at home;
her grandparents, Steve and Debbie Blair of Altoona; her dog Vinnie, cat Marshall, her best friend and partner in crime
Macy Severs; and many other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by her grandparents Leo and Rita Ward.
A celebration of life was held April 28 at Hamilton’s on Westown Parkway. She was laid to rest at Mt. Calvary
Cemetery in Melrose. n

CAROLYN BRISTOW

Carolyn Bristow, 74, of Johnston died from cancer on Saturday, April 23, 2022, at MercyOne Johnston
Hospice House. Edith Carolyn Mohler Bristow was born in Knoxville. She grew up in Dunreath in rural
Marion County. She was a lifelong member of The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, now known as Community of Christ. She attended White Walnut Country School in Dunreath
until fifth grade, then went to Monroe Community School, graduating in 1965. She and her sister were
both active in 4-H and Carolyn also sang in the high school girls’ glee club. She continued her education
at Graceland College in Lamoni for one year before attending Cliff Mann Floral School in Denver, Colorado, where she
studied floral design.
Her first job was at Codner’s Roosevelt Florist from 1966 through 1980. During that time, she met Larry Wayne
Bristow, who worked at a barber shop just a few doors down in the Roosevelt Shopping Center. They were married
April 4, 1981. They were married nine years before Larry’s death in 1990.
Carolyn worked for a short time at Valley Florist in West Des Moines and then Kaler-Wade Greenhouse in Des
Moines. In 1983, she began employment with Boesen the Florist, where she worked until her retirement in 2012.
Carolyn is survived by her sister, Judy Mohler, with whom she spent much time; step-daughter, Wende (Jay) Bristow
Barrett; step-son, Matthew Bristow; and other relatives and friends. Her funeral service was April 30 at Monroe
Community of Christ. Burial was in the Monroe Cemetery. Coburn Funeral Home was in charge of arrangements. n
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KITES ON THE GREEN

A day of family fun is offered at Kites on the Green Saturday,
May 7, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Johnston Commons. Make kites,
fly kites and watch kites. Giant show kites will be flying, and kite
battles will be raging. Other fun include an inflatable obstacle
course, food, live music and Bol racing. Be sure to stop in for a
tour of the 1902 Simpson House Museum and visit with police
and firefighters and enjoy Rain Campaign activities, both west
of the library. For more information, visit cityofjohnston.com/
kitesonthegreen. n

J-TOWN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP

The inaugural Johnston Rotary Golf Outing will be held June
13 at Hyperion Field Club, 7390 N.W. Beaver Drive, Johnston.
The cost includes gift bag, grilled lunch and gourmet appetizers
after the event. There will be three flights/three winning teams
plus four pin prizes. Tesla test drives are at 10 a.m. with check-in
and lunch at 11 a.m. at The Grill. A shotgun start is at noon and
the reception is at 4:30 p.m. The event will benefit ChildServe,
ellipsis and The Brenton Arboretum. For more information, visit
www.jtowngolfchamp.com. n

CAMP DODGE SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

Camp Dodge is again offering its free summer concerts at the
Camp Dodge Pool Complex. Concerts start at 7 p.m. Concessions
will be available, and lawn chairs, coolers and picnic baskets are
welcome.
• May 24, Brother Trucker (Roots/Americana/Alternative
Country)
• May 31, The Sons of Gladys Kravitz (Classic Rock).
Collegiate Team Colors Night.
• June 7, Red Dirt Renegades (Outlaw Country/Southern
Rock/Roots Rock)
• June 14, No concert. Enjoy Johnston Green Days.
• June 21, Danika Portz (Original and Radio Pop Hits)
• June 28, Sidewinders, IANG’s 34th Army Band (Pop and
Classic Rock). Wear flag colors for Military Heritage Night.
• July 5, Richard Arndt and The Brew (Rock/Blues/Bottle
Tonk). Army Warrant Officer Corps’ 100th birthday.
• July 12, Abby Normal (Classic 1980s Rock)
• July 19, Tony Valdez (Latin/Rock/Funk and more) n
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TURN YOUR SKILLS INTO
A REWARDING CAREER
Self-starter?
Problem solver?
Passionate about
helping others?
If yes, then the Branch Office Administrator
role at the Edward Jones Johnston Iowa
office could be a perfect fit.

SCAN HERE
TO APPLY ONLINE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Email sharon.vickery@edwardjones.com
Call 515-278-2052

Edward Jones 2x2 LW - Andrea April 25, 2022 3:06 PM

2 0 2 2 M E M O R I A L D AY

OBSERVANCE
MONDAY, MAY 30TH
MUSEUM LOCATED AT CAMP DODGE
Come out to this family friendly event
and honor those who sacrificed
everything so that we can enjoy the
freedoms we cherish today.

LIVE MUSIC | VENDORS
Free military style breakfast 6AM-9AM or until gone!

Memorial Day Hours: 5am-1pm FREE ADMISSION

Iowa Gold Star Military Museum
7105 NW 70th Ave, Johnston | (515) 252-4531
Photo identification is required for adults (age 16 and older) to gain
admittance to Camp Dodge (State Issued I.D.)
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
CONCRETE CRUIZERS CHARITY CAR SHOW

Saturday, May 21
Registration 9 a.m to noon; awards at 3 p.m.
Deery Chevrolet, 6000 University Ave.,
Pleasant Hill
The entry fee is $25. Proceeds go to Youth Emergency
Services & Shelter (YESS). The event will include an
auction, door prizes and top 25 awards. See more at www.
concretecruizers.com.

CELEBRASIAN

May 27-28, 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Western Gateway Park, 1000 Grand Ave.,
Des Moines
The largest Asian-American event in Iowa promises
to be a delight to the senses. Enjoy more than a dozen
Asian Villages of authentic food, drink, music, dance,
activities, cultural demonstrations and entertainment for
the entire family. More information is available at www.
iowaasianalliance.com/celebrasian.

JOHN WAYNE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

May 28-29
Join the John Wayne Birthplace Society for a John
Wayne Birthday Celebration May 28-29. Activities
include a 5K walk/run, pancake breakfast, all-horse
parade, benefit dinner and live auction, and more. Movie
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

and television personality Barry Corbin is expected to
return to Iowa for the celebration, multiple screenings
of “McLintock!” starring John Wayne will be presented at
the Iowa Theater, and award-winning western recording
artist Carin Mari returns as the musical headliner. For a
full schedule, or to purchase tickets visit the John Wayne
Birthplace Museum website, www.johnwaynebirthplace.
museum.

FAMILY TEES GOLF TOURNAMENT

Wednesday, June 8
Toad Valley Golf Course, 237 N.E. 80th St.,
Pleasant Hill
Children & Families of Iowa will host an
intergenerational tournament. Family Tees will feature
three morning flights for children and adult duos and one
afternoon flight for those 18 years and over in a four-person
scramble. Golfers of all ages and skill levels are welcome.
Register and find more information at cfiowa.org/events.

FARMERS MARKET/
MUSIC IN THE JUNCTION

Thursdays, through September, 4-8:30 p.m.
Historic Valley Junction, Fifth Street,
West Des Moines
The Farmers Market/Music in the Junction series features
live music and a beverage garden at Railroad Park. The
beverage garden opens at 5:30 p.m. with live music from
6-8:30 p.m. The May 12 Music in the Junction features
Rescue Dogs. May 19 is the Dick Danger Band, and May
26 is Blacktop.
June entertainers are: June 2, Punching
Pandas; June 9, Anthony Koester; June 16, Fahrenheit;
June 23, Rhythmatics; June 30, Jimmy the Weasel. July
entertainment is July 7, Bittersweet Nation; July 14,
Toaster; July 23, Sons of Gladys Kravitz; July 28, Jake
Simon. August features: Aug. 4, Boomerang; Aug. 11, Avey
Grouws Band; Aug. 18, Shock Collar; Aug. 25, Suede.
September performers are Sept. 1, Cover That; Sept 8,
The Muddy Walters Band; Sept. 15, Gut Feeling; Sept 22,
Gimmick; and Sept. 29, The Matt Woods Band.
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RECIPE

A FIESTA FUSION OF
WORLDWIDE FLAVORS

(Family Features) If you’re seeking inspiration
to take mealtime from bland and boring to new and
vibrant, look no further than this at-home fiesta recipe.
This recipe from “The New York Times” bestselling
cookbook author and recipe developer Stephanie Banyas
offers delightful flavor fusions. Mexican Style Paella
with Chicken and Sausage pop with the high-quality
ingredients of Fresh Cravings Salsas.
These boldly flavored salsas are made with vineripened tomatoes, crisp onions, zesty peppers and spices.
Plus, they’re never cooked or pasteurized, meaning
you’re enjoying a vibrant dip that’s never soggy or dull.
Available in a range of heat levels among restaurant
style, chunky and pico de gallo, they complement any
at-home fiesta. n

MEXICAN STYLE PAELLA WITH
CHICKEN AND SAUSAGE

Recipe courtesy of Stephanie Banyas
Servings: 4-6

1 container (16 ounces) Fresh Cravings Chunky Salsa (mild or medium)
12 ounces chicken tenders, patted dry
1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus additional, to taste, divided
freshly ground black pepper, to taste
3 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
12 ounces fully cooked chicken sausage or pork sausage links
3 cups low-sodium canned chicken stock, water or combination
2 cups long-grain rice
1 cup frozen peas
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro or parsley
lime wedges
Directions
Remove 1/2 cup salsa and set aside. In blender or food processor, process
remaining salsa until smooth.

Put chicken in bowl, add 1/2 cup pureed salsa and toss to coat. Cover and
marinate at least 30 minutes, or up to 2 hours in refrigerator.
In large, high-sided saute pan over high heat, heat 2 tablespoons oil
until it begins to shimmer. Season chicken with salt and pepper, to taste,
and cook until both sides are golden brown and just cooked through,
about 3 minutes per side. Remove to plate, loosely tent with foil and let
rest 10 minutes then slice into 2-inch pieces.
Add remaining oil to pan and heat until shimmering; cook sausage
until golden brown on both sides, about 3 minutes per side. Remove to
plate, loosely tent with foil and let rest 10 minutes. Slice on bias into
2-inch pieces.
Wipe out pan with paper towels. Add remaining pureed salsa and
stock; bring to boil. Add rice and 1 teaspoon salt. Bring mixture to boil,
cover and reduce heat to medium-low; cook until liquid is absorbed and
rice is tender, about 18 minutes.
Remove from heat and sprinkle peas on top. Let sit, covered with lid,
5 minutes. Fluff with fork then stir in chicken, sausage, peas and cilantro.
Spoon remaining salsa on top.
Drain in colander. Transfer shrimp to ice bath and let sit 5 minutes. Drain
again.
To make remoulade sauce: In large bowl, whisk mayonnaise, mustard,
lime juice, chile powder, sugar, salt and pepper until combined; fold in
salsa.
Put half of remoulade sauce in large bowl. Fold in shrimp and cilantro,
adding remoulade as needed to make mixture creamier; taste for
seasoning. Cover and refrigerate at least 30 minutes, or up to 6 hours.
Arrange lettuce cups on platter. Spoon equal portions shrimp mixture
into lettuce cups. Garnish with cilantro leaves, lime wedges, black olives
if desired, and eggs if desired. n
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KIWANIS OF JOHNSTON LUNCH MEETING

The Kiwanis club will hold its lunch meeting on Tuesday, June 7, at 11:30
a.m. at Trestle’s Greenbriar. The guest speaker is Caroline Schoonover - The
Wallace Center of Iowa. RSVP for the meeting to Barb Allen, 515-577-2194, or
bjallen713@gmail.com.
The Johnston Kiwanis holds breakfast meetings at 7 a.m. on Tuesdays at
Crown Point. Upcoming speakers are:
• May 10, Dr. Teri Wahlig. CEO ChildServe
• May 17, Children’s Cancer Connection
• May 24, Ben Godar, Varsity Theater n

Businesses such as Serve Credit
Union have been instrumental in
creating and following the STW
training plan. For the second year, the
not-for-profit financial cooperative
worked with Shafer to bring Colin
Brown to intern at their Urbandale
branch.
Brown, who plans to major in
finance in the fall, brainstormed
projects he could work on to
introduce him to the different aspects
of the business. Serve became the
perfect opportunity because he could
work for a financial institution and
gain experience in financial analytics.

Working 15 hours a week, he began
his internship as a teller and slowly
transitioned to other work such as
auditing and learning the credit
union’s database.
“I met some wonderful people that
I was lucky enough to work with
every day,” Brown said. “I got to hear
more about the members of the credit
union, what they do, what they love,
and who they are. The School-toWork program is a unique experience
and something I can take with me
throughout the rest of my career.”
School-to-Work continues to be life
changing for many students as they
develop new skills and discover their
career paths. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE SALE: Bishop Drumm Guild garage
sale every Thursday from 8:30 -12:30 until the
end of September. Furniture, clothing, books,
kitchen and plus more. Behind McAuley Terrace,
5921 Winwood Dr., Johnston.
YORKIE PUPPY FOR ADOPTION: Contact:
bnnelder@gmail.com.
GARAGE SALE: The Green Meadows West
annual neighborhood garage sale will be May
13 and 14 this year.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as
jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515-3265033.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles.
Asking $750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5
miles from Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on
one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs
a home to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
BUNK BEDS FOR SALE: Twin bottom/single
top. Really nice. $200 takes them away to a
usable home. Text or call 515-238-3198 and I
can return photos for viewing.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY MONDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.
CALL US

515-633-2119

AmegaGarageDoors.com

YOUR EXPERT SOURCE FOR

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • INSTALLATION

JOKE OF THE WEEK
Where do spiders
seek health advice?
WebMD!

