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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

THE ALTOONA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
WAS HELD AT TERRACE HILLS GOLF COURSE EVENTS CENTER ON APRIL 2.

Teri Lamberti, Sarah Kavalier, Nikki Barkhaus and Dr.
Callie Williams

Jeremy Boka and Kara
Collins
ALTOONA

TUESDAY HIGH 60 | LOW 38
Mostly sunny and warmer

WEDNESDAY HIGH 65 | LOW 46
Thunderstorms in the p.m.

Mary Alice Mullin and Maaike
Hendrikson

Luke and Abi Reiland, Meredith Young and Austin
Hedstrom

THURSDAY HIGH 62 | LOW 50

Some sun then turning cloudy

FRIDAY HIGH 63 | LOW 53
Thunderstorms in spots

SATURDAY HIGH 60 | LOW 42
Breezy with showers

Kelly Lamb and Jennifer
Schilling

Jessica Bryant, Dr. Allie Misner and Dr.
Lacey Dettmering
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

IT’S ALMOST CAMPING SEASON

If you are not into camping,
you are missing out. Getting back
to nature is something most all
of us should do. The fresh air.
The wildlife. The near silence.
And then there are the stories
around the campfire, the gooey
smores, and a hot cup of coffee
in the morning. I am relaxing just
thinking about it.
Now, to be honest, my
definition of camping today
does include an air-conditioned
RV, but it wasn’t always that
way. Jolene and I spent many
weekends in our younger days
tent-camping with friends. Once
we had kids, we wanted them
to experience this, too. So we
packed up the minivan, strapped
in the kids, and drove an hour to a
state park after work on a Friday
evening only to hear, “Sorry,
folks, the campground is full.”
I looked in the rearview mirror
to see the kids all holding back
tears. All I could think of was the
Griswolds’ trip to Walley World
in the 1983 movie, “National
Lampoon’s Vacation.”

The park
attendant
directed us to
another nearby
campground,
which we
quickly learned
was located
next to a stock car race track.
After a few hours of “vvvrrroom,
vvvrrroom,” silence finally set
in. We got ourselves ready for a
good night’s sleep, and a massive
thunderstorm rolled in. Within
minutes, our tent filled with rain.
We put up a good effort for an
hour or two, but the kids were
crying, the sleeping bags were
soaked, and Jolene and I were
exhausted. In the pouring rain, we
tossed the wet tent and sleeping
bags in the back of the minivan,
secured the kids in their car seats,
and drove home.
The next week, we bought a
pop-up camper. A few years later,
we upgraded to a travel trailer. A
few years after that, we bought
a nicer travel trailer with more
features. Unfortunately, by then,

ALTOONA

A publication of Big Green Umbrella Media, Inc.
8101 Birchwood Court, Suite, D, Johnston, IA 50131
www.iowalivingmagazines.com

the kids no longer wanted to be
cooped up in a home on wheels
with their parents, so we sold
it. Several years went by, and I
sought out a small recreational
vehicle to use as a base for
our growing company events,
community parades and festivals.
You may have seen it around
town with our publication logos
plastered on it. This has worked
out great for our business, and
it helps fulfill our occasional
quests in the great outdoors while
promoting the company’s brands,
too. It is cozy and convenient,
and a wonderful way to connect
with the fresh air, the wildlife and
the near silence once again —
without the wet sleeping bags and
the vvvrrroom, vvvrrroom.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305

News contact
Tammy Pearson
515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Aaron Burns
515-953-4822, ext. 307
aaron@iowalivingmagazines.com
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EVENTS AROUND TOWN

SEP SPORTS SCHEDULES

• Taco Friday With Trikes, April 29, 5-7 p.m., Za-Ga-Zig Shrine Temple,
1100 Shriners Parkway, Altoona
• Adult Prom: A Night Under the Stars, April 30, 2022, 8 p.m. to
midnight, Hawk Heaven Tavern, 805 17th Ave. S.W., Altoona, $5 admission
includes snacks, photo booth and live music.
• Citywide Garage Sales, May 12-14.
• Live Thoroughbred Racing at Prairie Meadows, May 13-16, Friday Saturday post time 6 p.m., Monday - Tuesday post time 4 p.m.
• Adventureland Opening Weekend, May 14-15.
• White Claw Tasting Challenge, May 7, 2-4 p.m., Hawk Heaven Tavern,
805 17th Ave. S.W., Altoona. Each contestant will be blind folded and get a
1-ounce pour of six different White Claw flavors. Correctly name them all to
become Hawk Heaven’s White Claw Master. Cost to enter is $5. n

Tuesday, April 26
4 p.m. Tennis: Girls JV/Varsity vs.
Des Moines Hoover
4 p.m. Tennis: Boys JV/Varsity @
Des Moines Hoover
4:30 pm Track: Boys JV/Varsity
Invitational @ Ankeny
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls Varsity @
Johnston
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity vs.
Johnston
Wednesday, April 27
2:30 p.m. Golf: Girls JV @ Willow
Creek Golf Course
Thursday, April 28
Track: Girls Varsity
TBD
Invitational @ Drake
Stadium
10 a.m. Golf: Girls Varsity
Invitational @ American
Legion Golf Course
4 p.m. Tennis: Girls JV/Varsity vs.
WDM Valley
4 p.m. Tennis: Boys Varsity @
WDM Valley
5 p.m. Track: Boys Varsity
Invitational @ Drake
Stadium
Friday, April 29
12 p.m. Track: Boys/Girls Varsity
Invitational @ Drake
Stadium
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity @
Dowling Catholic

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
The Altoona Public Library has activities for all ages. Coming up are:
• Adult Coloring at Brightside Aleworks: Thursdays, April 28 and May
26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Meet at Brightside Aleworks, 480 Center Place, Altoona,
for a fun night of coloring. Art supplies will be available. Bring your friends
and money for drinks. No registration required.
• Plant Parenthood, Thursday, April 28, from 6-7 p.m. Improve your
“plant parenting skills” and celebrate spring as we give some flowers a new
home. We’ll have flowers on hand to plant in pots that you can decorate and
take with you. For grades 7-12. Registration required.
• Adult Splat Studio: Friday, May 6, 6-8 p.m. If you have a desire to
dabble in acrylics, the library has an adult art studio for you. There is no
cost to attend, but space is limited. Registration is required.
• Senior Set: Games, Tuesday, May 17, 1-3 p,m. Stop by for an
afternoon of fun and friendly competition. Come alone or bring your friends
to connect over some great games and light refreshments. For ages 60-plus.
Registration not required. n
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

DR. MARION ANTHONY ROMITTI

Dr. Marion Anthony Romitti, 88, of Altoona, died Monday, April 18, 2022, at Ramsey Village in Des
Moines. Funeral services were at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 26 at St. Malachy Catholic Church, 405
Gerald St., Madrid. Burial arrangements are pending.
Marion was born in Madrid and graduated with the Madrid High School Class of 1951. Marion
worked locally until being drafted into the U.S. Army from 1953-1955 and serving as an “Atomic
Veteran” during the Korean War. After an honorable discharge, he used the GI Bill to attend Drake
University.
In 1959 Marion received his bachelor’s degree in education with an emphasis in biology and later received his
master’s degree in guidance counseling, both from Drake University. He worked at Firestone during college.
A skilled baseball player, Marion was a four-year Drake baseball letterman and named to the All-Missouri Valley
Conference Baseball team. He was also named to the Drake University Baseball Team of the Century. In 1961, he
began working as a teacher-counselor at Twin Cedars in Bussey. In 1964, he went to work at Centerville Community
College, now Indian Hills Community College, for nine years. He married Linda Heithoff on May 15, 1965, in
Manning. He returned to Madrid in 1973 to assume the role of superintendent of Madrid Community Schools. He
continued his education at Drake and received his doctorate in educational administration in 1975. He retired on June
30, 1998, after 25 years in that position.
Romitti provided decades of active service to his church, school and community. Some highlights included: Madrid
Library Board, parish director for St. Malachy Catholic Church, Madrid Lions Club past president and member of the
Vittoria Lodge.
He is survived by his wife, Linda; sons, Barry Romitti (Yvonne) and Marty Romitti (Angil); and other relatives. n

RICHARD DEAN TALLEY

Richard Dean Talley, 89, died at Altoona Nursing and Rehab on Friday, April 15, 2022. He was born
in Des Moines and graduated from Des Moines Tech High School in 1951. Richard married his wife
of 65 years, Arlene Carlson, on Nov. 30, 1956. He was a Marine veteran. He was a member of Altoona
Regular Baptist Church and a member of the Des Moines Coin Club.
Richard is survived by his wife, Arlene Talley; children and their spouses, Kevin Talley (Robin) and
Kendra Buchanan; and many other relatives.
Services were held at Altoona Regular Baptist Church on Wednesday, April 20. n

MICHAEL E. CLAYBERG

Michael E. Clayberg, 72, of Altoona, died Wednesday, April 20, 2022. Michael was born in Ames.
A visitation will be held Saturday, April 30 from 10-11 a.m. at Stevens Memorial Chapel, 607 28th St.,
Ames, followed by a memorial service at 11 a.m. He will be laid to rest in Ames Municipal Cemetery,
Ames. Expressions of sympathy may be shared at www.StevensMemorialChapel.com. n

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

ALTOONA

Living Weekly

YARD WASTE
SEASON UNDERWAY

Your yard waste habits may have hibernated over the
winter, but by following these simple tips, your yard waste
collection can be a breeze this spring. The Compost It!
program’s curbside yard waste collection has begun for
the season
Contain it properly: There are a variety of ways you
can get your yard waste collected curbside.
Option 1: Bags and Stickers. Yard waste can be placed
in Compost it! bags or store-brand bags with a green
Compost It! sticker attached. Bags and stickers are sold at
many local grocery, home improvement, and convenience
stores. A complete list of retailers can be found at www.
WhereItShouldGo.com/BagsStickers.
Option 2: Cart Service. If you’re a Compost It! cart
owner, you can throw yard waste in your 96-gallon cart
and take it to the curb on your regular collection day.
Wondering if a cart might be the best option for you?
Find out more about Compost It! cart service at www.
WhereItShouldGo.com/CompostCart.
Know your collection time: Yard waste is collected on
the same day as your garbage each week. Make sure you
have it out before 6 a.m. on your collection day, as some
haulers get started before the sun rises.
When you set your items out for collection, remember
to leave three feet between other carts, yard waste bags,
and structures (i.e., mailboxes, lawn ornaments, bushes).
Know what belongs: Help Metro Waste Authority
do something great with your yard waste by keeping the
wrong things out of your bags and carts. The Compost
It! program accepts small twigs and branches, leaves and
lawn clippings, and any garden vegetation.
Dirt, mulch, rocks, and food waste should be avoided.
Once collected, your lawn and garden debris are turned
into Grow Gold Compost, a natural soil enhancer that can
be purchased for your next home, garden, or landscaping
project.
Learn more about the Compost It! program and what’s
accepted by visiting www.WhereItShouldGo.com/
YardWaste, or call Metro Waste Authority at 515-2440021. n
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
FARMERS MARKET/
MUSIC IN THE JUNCTION

Thursdays, May 5 through September, 4-8:30 p.m.
Historic Valley Junction
Fifth Street, West Des Moines
The Farmers Market/Music in the Junction series
features live music and a beverage garden at Railroad
Park. The beverage garden opens at 5:30 p.m. with
live music from 6-8:30 p.m. The May 5 Music in the
Junction features the band 3 On The Tree. May 12 is
Rescue Dogs. May 19 is the Dick Danger Band, and
May 26 is Blacktop.

KITES ON THE GREEN

Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m. -5 p.m.
Johnston Commons
A day of family fun is offered at Kites on the Green.
Make kites, fly kites and watch kites. Giant show kites
will be flying, and kite battles will be raging. Other
fun include an inflatable obstacle course, food, live
music and Bol racing. Be sure to stop in for a tour of
the 1902 Simpson House Museum and visit with police
and firefighters and enjoy Rain Campaign activities,
both west of the library. For more information, visit
cityofjohnston.com/kitesonthegreen.

FESTIVAL CINCO DE MAYO

Saturday, May 7, noon to 10 p.m.
Historic Valley Junction
Fifth Street, West Des Moines
Celebrating the Mexican heritage of many railroad
workers during the establishment years of Valley
Junction, this festival is an opportunity to recognize the
Mexican community that helped James Jordan’s vision
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

of bringing the railroad to the Des Moines area become
a reality. Enjoy Mexican food, artwork, live music,
dancing and family activities. The Cinco de Mayo King
and Queen will also be announced.

FIGHT FOR AIR CLIMB

Saturday, May 7
Principal Park
With a father living with asthma and a mother
suffering from COPD, respectively, Jeremy Brogaard
and Daniel Martinez, Jr. from the Kanawha Fire
Department are raising awareness and funds to help
eliminate lung disease. These local heroes will climb
834 steps up to four times in their 50-pound firefighter
gear at the American Lung Association in Iowa’s
Fight For Air Climb, presented by EMC Insurance
Companies, at Principal Park on Saturday, May 7.
The Des Moines Fight For Air Climb attracts
hundreds of climbers from across Iowa who step
up to increase awareness about ,and funding to end,
lung cancer and lung disease, including COVID-19,
through lifesaving research, local programs and
advocacy. For more information and to register, visit
FightForAirClimb.org/DesMoines.

DOWNTOWN FARMERS’ MARKET

Saturdays starting May 7
Des Moines Historic Court District
The Des Moines Downtown streets will be filled with
live music and the smells of fresh, local food when the
Downtown Farmers’ Market presented by UnityPoint
Health – Des Moines returns for its opening day on
Saturday, May 7. The Market takes place every Saturday
morning from May through October. Hours are 7 a.m. to
noon, with a later start time during October when hours
are 8 a.m. to noon. The Market spans nine city blocks in
Downtown Des Moines in the Historic Court District,
Court Avenue from Water Street to Fifth Avenue and
extending north and south on Second Avenue, Third
Street and Fourth Street. The Market is produced by the
Greater Des Moines Partnership. n
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RECIPE

A FIESTA FUSION OF
WORLDWIDE FLAVORS

(Family Features) If you’re seeking inspiration to take
mealtime from bland and boring to new and vibrant,
here is an at-home fiesta recipe. The lively taste of the
Spicy Shrimp Remoulade in Lettuce Leaves pops with
the high-quality ingredients of Fresh Cravings Salsas. n

SPICY SHRIMP REMOULADE
IN LETTUCE LEAVES

Recipe courtesy of Stephanie Banyas
Yield: 8 leaves

Shrimp:
1/2 cup Fresh Cravings Chunky Salsa (mild or medium)
9 cups water, divided
ice water
1 lime, sliced
12 sprigs cilantro
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1 pound fresh shrimp (31–35), peeled and deveined
Remoulade Sauce:
3/4 cup mayonnaise
1 tablespoon whole-grain mustard
2 teaspoons fresh lime juice
1/2 teaspoon chile powder or smoked paprika
1/2 teaspoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 cup Fresh Cravings Chunky Salsa (mild or medium), drained well
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro leaves
1/4 cup green onion, thinly sliced, plus additional for garnish
8 butter or Boston lettuce leaves
cilantro leaves, for garnish
lime wedges, for garnish
chopped black olives, for garnish (optional)
chopped hard-cooked eggs, for garnish (optional)

Directions
To make shrimp: In food processor or blender, blend salsa with 1 cup
water until smooth.
Fill large bowl with ice water; set aside. Transfer salsa mixture to
large saucepan and add remaining water, lime slices, cilantro sprigs
and salt. Bring to boil over high heat; stir in shrimp, cover, turn off
heat and let shrimp poach off heat in liquid 10 minutes.
Drain in colander. Transfer shrimp to ice bath and let sit 5 minutes.
Drain again.
To make remoulade sauce: In large bowl, whisk mayonnaise, mustard,
lime juice, chile powder, sugar, salt and pepper until combined; fold
in salsa.
Put half of remoulade sauce in large bowl. Fold in shrimp and
cilantro, adding remoulade as needed to make mixture creamier;
taste for seasoning. Cover and refrigerate at least 30 minutes, or up
to 6 hours.
Arrange lettuce cups on platter. Spoon equal portions shrimp mixture
into lettuce cups. Garnish with cilantro leaves, lime wedges, black
olives if desired, and eggs if desired. n
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WE GIVE A RAM FUNDRAISER

The We Give a Ram Fundraiser will be held May 7, 4:30 p.m. to midnight
at Copper Creek Golf Club. The evening features drink specials, heavy
appetizers, live music, Chris Ranallo and Micah Wagner from DECOY, late
night karaoke, door prizes and fun. Cost is $50 per ticket. All proceeds raised
will go towards assisting Southeast Polk families and students in need through
Swerve Outreach. For tickets, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/we-give-a-ramkentucky-derby-party-tickets-290383393547. n

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT CLASS

Hawk Heaven Tavern, 805 17th Ave. S.W., Altoona, presents its first ever
Flower Arrangement Class with Stems Flower Shop on May 14, 1-2 p.m.
Preregistration is required online at stemsiowa.com. Participants receive a clay
pot, flowers, supplies and instruction so they leave with a flower arrangement.
Cost is $30. n

CITY BRUSH DROP OFF SITE OPEN

The Altoona City brush drop off site is open to residents the first Saturday
of the month from 8 a.m. to noon. Residents wishing to deposit brush can
enter through the gate north of the Altoona Aquatics Park and south of the
Altoona Skate Park. Altoona Aquatics Park is located at 1200 Venbury Drive.
People dropping off may be asked to show proof of residency. Absolutely no
contractors are allowed in the dump site at any time. n

OLDE TOWN ALTOONA FARMERS MARKET

Enjoy the Olde Town Altoona Farmers Market and all it has to offer
Thursdays starting on June 2. Enjoy a leisurely stroll among vendors in the
charming Olde Town Altoona setting. n

CAP THEATRE OFFERS SUMMER CAMP 2022

Youth entering grades 1-12 are invited to attend three weeks of Summer
CAmP. Take center stage and find your light with Class Act Productions.
Explore games, dance, activities, projects and design specially programmed
just for you. CAP is offering three weeks of half-day camps from July 11 July 29. For more information about each camp and to register, visit www.
captheatre.org/summer/camp. All camps will be at CAP Theatre, 201 First
Ave. S., Altoona. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
NOW HIRING: Christ the King Lutheran
Church in Altoona is hiring a part-time Office
Administrator. This person performs a variety of
specialized financial and other support tasks in
service to the congregation and preschool. For
more information, please visit our website at
https://christthekingaltoona.com/who-we-are/
staff-profiles/
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR / LEAD TEACHER
WANTED: Children of Christ preschool, in
Altoona, is searching for a leader to be responsible
for its established morning Christ-centered
preschool program for ages 3-5 years old. This
includes teaching, marketing, outreach, and
program development. If interested, email Christ
the King Lutheran Church at CTKAltoona@q.com.
GENERATOR TECHNICAL SERVICES:
Generator & Transfer Switch maintenance, repairs,
testing and inspection. Local & Veteran owned.
515-214-7636.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as
jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515-326-5033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-2383198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/
Multi-disc CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking
$750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from
Grimes.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY MONDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK
What did Tennessee?
The same thing that
Arkansas!

