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The West Des Moines Chamber held a ribbon cutting at R3 Construction LLC on March 10.
WEST DES MOINES

THURSDAY HIGH 50 | LOW 32
Clouds and sun, windy

FRIDAY HIGH 52 | LOW 28

Cool with clouds and sun

SATURDAY HIGH 50 | LOW 28
Mostly sunny

SUNDAY HIGH 43 | LOW 33
A touch of afternoon rain

MONDAY HIGH 44 | LOW 28
Cloudy and chilly

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!
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START SWINGING!

FROM THE PUBLISHER

April showers bring May
flowers — and green grass, at
least on the golf courses. I have
noticed this as I drive by the
courses, and I have even seen a
few people swinging their clubs
lately. Not me. I don’t even own
a set of clubs anymore. Even so, I
recognize that many people truly
enjoy golfing — or truly despise
it. There doesn’t seem to be many
in between.
I had a friend once who told me
he loved to golf because he could
drink, smoke and gamble — all in
one place.
I had a boss who shared with
me there are two types of people
in this world: those who work and
those who golf.
When people ask me to golf,
my common reply is that I am not
old enough yet. That used to be
funny — when I was younger.
I have learned to face a couple
of truths about golf. The first is
that I am awful at it. Like most
things in life, becoming a better
golfer takes time. Years of play

are required just to be average,
and I don’t want to be average.
Spending that many hours only
to end up frustrated isn’t my idea
of fun.
The second truth is I don’t like
to lose. My wife, Jolene, is a good
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golfer. She can smear me. I was
close to beating her once many
years ago. She realized this on
the final hole and shot a birdie
for the win. I wanted to bend a
club over my knee. I didn’t, at
least not in public. But I did sell
my clubs. Without a putter.
The only thing more painful to
me than golfing is watching other
people golf. I don’t understand
the attraction. Add in full contact,
heckling and a speed element,
and then you have something that
might be fun to watch. Until then,
I would rather watch grass grow
— or at least turn green.
Meanwhile, I am happy for
those of you who do enjoy time
on the course. Start swinging.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading. n
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
News contact
Tammy Pearson
515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Martha Munro
515-321-5246
martha@iowalivingmagazines.com
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WEST DES MOINES CHAMBER
ANNOUNCES 10 FINALISTS
FOR PITCH COMPETITION

The West Des Moines Chamber of Commerce has identified the
10 finalists competing for part of the $40,000-plus grand prize at
the Athene Black & Brown Business Summit pitch competition. Funds
were raised through the generous support of the Athene Summit sponsors
and George Herrera, the keynote speaker from the 2021 Summit and
Travel & Leisure. The Athene Summit pitch competition partner is Bank
of America.
With 45 total applicants, finalists were selected by a panel of judges
based on components of their application, including a one-minute video
“pitching” their company. Those 10 finalists include: A Little Buzzed;
Autistic & Loved, LLC; Dae-licious Delights; Dupee Consulting Group
LLC; Evry Intention LLC; Iowa Media Co.; Light Pong; Lumena Energy
Inc.; Mountain High Jz Coffee LLC; and Stagerie, Inc.
“Bank of America is committed to helping launch success for Iowans,
and the Black & Brown Business Summit creates a unique opportunity
for our community’s minority-owned businesses,” said Annie Brandt,
senior vice president, market executive, Bank of America Iowa.
“We look forward to continuing our partnership with the West Des
Moines Chamber through this outstanding resource benefitting area
entrepreneurs.”
All applicants to the Athene Summit pitch competition are invited
to attend workshops throughout the day on Thursday, April 21.
Programming includes panels on business success, mentor roundtables
and workshops, one of which will be facilitated by Erik Dominguez, a
competitor from the 2021 pitch competition.
“The Black & Brown Business Summit was one of the highlights of my
professional career giving me the opportunity to share my story and my
goals with others and being supported in my mission,” said Dominguez.
“I am honored and excited to be back this year as a speaker to encourage
and empower other entrepreneurs to feel confident and excited about
pitching their business and showcasing their talents to our community.”
The pitch competition will be held on Thursday, April 21 from 3-5 p.m.
at Athene. Attendance in person is invitation only, but the competition
will be available to view via livestream. Purchase tickets to the Athene
Summit at members.wdmchamber.org/events/details/athene-black-brownbusiness-summit-1499?lookahead=365. The pitch competition will be
judged by a panel of esteemed business professionals and the winner will
be announced the day following the Athene Summit from 2-3 p.m. n
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VHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Thursday, April 14
3 p.m.
Golf: Girls JV vs. Dowling
Catholic @ Willow Creek
Golf Course
Tennis: Girls JV vs. Waukee
4 p.m.
@ Crossroads Park
4 p.m.
Tennis: Girls Varsity Match
vs. Waukee @ Valley
Southwoods Freshman High
School
4 p.m.
Tennis: Boys JV @ Waukee
4 p.m.
Tennis: Boys Varsity @
Waukee
4:45 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV3 vs.
Dowling Catholic
6:15 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV2 vs.
Dowling Catholic
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV1 vs.
Dowling Catholic
Friday, April 15
4:45 p.m. Soccer: Girls JV2 @ Ankeny
Centennial
5:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity
Tournament @ Valley
Stadium
Soccer: Girls JV1 @ Ankeny
6 p.m.
Centennial
Soccer: Boys JV1 vs. Prairie
6 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls Varsity @
Ankeny Centennial
Saturday, April 16
Track: Girls Varsity
TBD
Invitational @ Drake
Stadium
TBD
Track: Boys Varsity
Invitational @ Drake
Stadium
8:30 a.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity
Tournament @ Valley
Stadium
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

RICHARD MARTIN LESTER

Richard “Dick” Martin Lester, 82, was born in Washington Township Sept. 5, 1939, and died at
MercyOne Johnston Hospice Care on April 2, 2022. Visitation was April 7 at Ernst Funeral Home,
Waukee. A funeral service was April 8 at Lutheran Church of Hope, West Des Moines. Interment was at
the Glendale Cemetery.
Richard “Dick” graduated from East High School in 1958. He served in the Air National Guard. He
worked for Westinghouse, ABB, and Willis and Hummel Nissan car dealerships. He enjoyed his time
in the Polk County Reserves Sheriff’s Department and retired after 24 years of service, which included many years as
the chief. He received the Richard Rewaj Distinguished Reserve Officer of the Year Award in 1986. Dick was actively
involved in the East High School Band Boosters from 1982-1986 and served as the Band Booster Club president from
1985-1986.
Richard is preceded in death by his wife, Wilma Jean Lester (2018). He is survived by his wife, Linda; daughters
Rachon (Duane) Miller and Nicole (Joe) Lester-Ekis; and many other relatives. n

CHRIS SPANOS

Chris Spanos, 88, died on April 9, 2022. Chris was born in Filiatra Messinias, Greece. He immigrated
to the United States in 1950, where he served in the U.S. Army in Germany. He returned to Des Moines
and became a successful businessman, owning and operating multiple restaurants in the Des Moines
area. He never forgot his roots and the call to help others, especially other immigrants from his home
country of Greece. He was an active member of St. George Greek Orthodox Church in Des Moines and a
lifelong member of the fraternal organization of Ahepa.
He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Yon Ae, and other relatives. Visitation is from 5-7 p.m. on Thursday, April 14
at Iles Westover Chapel. A Trisagion service will begin at 6 p.m. A funeral service will be held at 10 a.m., Friday, April
15, at St. George Greek Orthodox Church, 1110 35th St., Des Moines. Interment will be at Glendale Cemetery. Online
condolences are welcome at www.IlesCares.com. Arrangements are by Iles Westover Chapel. n

FRANCES FAVARO ULRICH

Frances Favaro Ulrich, 85, died April 8, 2022, at MercyOne Hospital in Des Moines. Fran was born
March 12, 1937, in Des Moines. She attended St. Anthony’s Catholic School, graduated from Lincoln
High School in 1954 and Americana School of Beauty in 1955. She worked as a beautician for Tony
Francios and then taught at Americana School of Beauty and Sal’s Beauty School. In the 1960s, she
opened Johnny’s Hall of Fame in Des Moines with her husband. This was the first sports bar in Iowa.
They eventually sold the bar in 2006. In the 1970s, she was part owner of the River Queen in Des
Moines. In the 1980s, she was owner of Fran’s Place in Des Moines.
She married John Ulrich on Nov. 4, 1964, at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in Des Moines, of which she was a
member. She was a seven-time club champion at Echo Valley Golf Course and a two-time club champion at Indian
Springs Golf Course in La Quinta, California.
Fran is survived by her husband, John, and many other relatives. A celebration of life will be held at a later date in
May. Condolences may be expressed at www.HamiltonsFuneralHome.com. n
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TRAVIS NEFF

Travis John Hamilton Neff, 42, died April 2, 2022, at the
University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics. A funeral was held
April 7 at Brooks Funeral Care in Clive. Travis was born in Des
Moines. He graduated from Urbandale High School and attended
DMACC. He was a third-generation Boy Scout.
He is survived by his daughter, Payton Neff; mother, Sheila
Neff (Kim Niles); and other relatives. He was preceded in death by his father,
Raymond John Neff. n

MARK DEAN HAMMAN

Mark Dean Hannam, Sr., 61, of West Des Moines, died Friday,
April 8, 2022, at MercyOne Medical Center in Des Moines. He
was born in Des Moines. After he graduated from Urbandale
High School in 1978, he worked at American National Can for
20 years. This led Mark to build a business, Container RoundUp, with his father. He owned and operated it for many years
before retiring.
Mark is survived by his four children, Jessica (Brendin) Hinman, Joslyn
(Charles) Hannam, Mark Hannam, Jr., and Mikayla Hannam, and many other
relatives. A celebration of life will be held at a later date. Online condolences
are welcome at www.IlesCares.com. Arrangements are by Iles Westover
Chapel. n

‘STITCHES IN TIME’ QUILT EXHIBIT
The West Des Moines Historical Society and Des Moines Area Quilter’s
Guild present “Stitches in Time,” an exhibit of modern and antique quilts at
the Jordan House Museum through June 12. Nearly every room in the Jordan
House will have examples of these works of color, pattern and creativity
displayed for visitors. Quilts are functional art — lovingly stitched together,
combining memories and meaning in every scrap of fabric. Whether it’s a
crazy quilt, using pieces of clothing from family members, or whole cloth
quilts created by a community during a bee, quilts offer warmth, security and
beauty. n

WE WILL RUN YOUR WEST DES MOINES NEWS ITEMS FOR FREE.
Email your news and events by Tuesday at 5 p.m. to:
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com or call 515-953-4822, ext. 302
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COMMUNITY
EASTER EGG HUNT
St. Mark Lutheran Church,
1105 Grand Ave., West Des
Moines, invites the public for
a special Easter celebration
featuring family-friendly
activities and an Easter egg
hunt on Saturday, April 16,
3:30-5 p.m. n

SPRING FLING AT
MORNINGSTAR

MorningStar Assisted Living
& Memory Care at Jordan
Creek will host its Fourth
Anniversary Celebration
Spring Fling on Thursday,
April 28, 5-7 p.m., with wine,
hors d’oeuvres, live music
and private community tours.
RSVP to Lindsey at 515-5057155. n

DISCOUNTED POOL
PASSES FOR LOWINCOME HOUSEHOLDS
Reduced rate season pool
passes are available through
WDM Human Services for
income-eligible residents of
West Des Moines. Registration
begins April 18. The reduced
rate is $40 for the first
household member plus $10
for each additional person.
The passes allow admittance
to the following: Holiday Park
Aquatic Center, Valley View
Aquatic Center and Clive
Aquatic Center. Call 515-2223660 to learn more. n
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OPEN BURNING
AND FIRE PIT RULES

The City would like to remind the residents of West Des
Moines that open burning and recreational fires that produce
smoke are not allowed within the city limits due to county air
quality and West Des Moines Fire Department regulations.
This includes fire pits, chimineas and other smoke-producing
devices. Smoke from burning leaves, grass, brush and most
plants contain high concentrations of pollutants, such as
carbon monoxide, soot, toxic chemicals and reactive gasses
that can contribute to smog formation. The smoke can be an
immediate health concern for some people. n

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
BUS TOUR IS MAY 17

Join the City of West Des Moines and West Des
Moines Chamber of Commerce for their 2022 Economic
Development Bus Tour, Tuesday, May 17, 3-7 p.m. This is
a chance to see the new developments in the works, mingle
with area leaders, and celebrate the strong community
#WDMstrong.
West Des Moines has grown tremendously over the
last three years since the last bus tour. Now is the time
to celebrate, learn more and deepen your connections.
Charter buses will take you to key areas of the city. At the
end, enjoy food, music and libations. Register online at link
members.wdmchamber.org/events/details/wdm-economicdevelopment-bus-tour-1518?calendarMonth=2022-05-01. n

WEST DES MOINES PARKS
& RECREATION EVENTS

April 16: Birdwatching, RRP Boathouse, free
April 16: Birdwatching, RRP Boathouse, free
April 17: Family Fun Day, RecPlex, free
April 20: K9 Toss and Fetch League, Jordan Creek Park,
$18 per team
April 23: Earth Day Family Fun, WDM City Campus, free
For more information, visit www.wdm.iowa.gob/
parksandrec. n
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The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is
a federal program established to help qualifying low-income Iowa
homeowners and renters pay for a portion of their primary heating costs.
This is a one-time credit that households can reapply for each year. If you
live in western Polk County and are interested in applying for LIHEAP,
contact West Des Moines Human Services at 515-222-3660 to apply. You
will be told at the time of your application whether you are eligible, and, if
so, for what amount you qualify. The application deadline is April 30. Dallas
County residents should call New Opportunities at 515-465-5185 to apply.
Required documents include:
1. Proof of income for all household members. This would include
documentation of gross earned wages, self- employment, Social Security/
SSI, child support, pension/retirement funds, dividend earnings, gross
unemployment, FIP, etc. for 30 days preceding the date of application or the
most recent calendar year Federal Income Tax Return.
2. Documentation of social security numbers for all household members.
3. Copy of your most recent heating/electric bill. n

FESTIVAL CINCO DE MAYO

Celebrating the Mexican heritage of many railroad workers during the
establishment years of Valley Junction, the Festival Cinco De Mayo is
an opportunity to recognize the Mexican community that helped James
Jordan’s vision of bringing the railroad to the Des Moines area become a
reality. The Festival is Saturday, May 7, noon to 10 p.m., at Historic Valley
Junction, Fifth Street, West Des Moines. Enjoy Mexican food, artwork, live
music, dancing and family activities. The Cinco de Mayo King and Queen
will also be announced. n

JORDAN HOUSE MUSEUM TOURS

Walk in the footsteps of history at the historic Jordan House Museum,
2001 Fuller Road, West Des Moines. It was the home of the Jordan family
and is the only Underground Railroad stop open to the public weekly.
Learn about the history of West Des Moines, beginning with rocks and
fossils, through the indigenous peoples, early settlers and the development
of railroads and Valley Junction. For more information, visit www.wdmhs.
org/visit. n

The Farmers Market/Music in
the Junction series features live
music and a beverage garden
Thursdays, May 5 through
September, 4-8:30 p.m., at
Railroad Park at Historic Valley
Junction, Fifth Street, West Des
Moines. The beverage garden
opens at 5:30 p.m. with live
music from 6-8:30 p.m. n

SPRING
SIDEWALK SALE

Great items at great prices will
be found at the Historic Valley
Junction Spring Sidewalk Sale
on Saturday, April 30, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Many merchants will
have discounted and clearance
items on sale outside their
storefronts. Shop outside at the
many participating merchants, eat
at one of the many restaurants,
and make something at one of the
many DIY studios. Rain date is
May 14. n

KIDS BOWL FREE

SUMMER BOWLING PROGRAM
P NOW
SIGN U

MAY 1 -

FOR
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REGISTRATION OPEN
We are an OFFICIAL
PARTICIPATING CENTER

190 S.E. Laurel St. | Waukee

515-987-4840
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

Domestic Product (GDP), an all-Iowa music festival
featuring 12 new and emerging artists from across
the state, including LVMAKING, Wave Cage,
Bouquet and Good Morning Midnight. Performances
will take place at various venues in Downtown Des
Moines. Buy tickets at www.desmoinesmc.com.

EARTH DAY AT THE GARDEN

‘PIPPI LONGSTOCKING’

April 22 - May 8
Des Moines Playhouse, 831 42nd St., Des Moines
Follow the adventures of a freckle-faced,
mismatched-stockinged, red-pigtailed girl named
Pippilotta Delicatessa Windowshade Mackrelmint
Ephraim’s Daughter Longstocking — or “Pippi”
for short. She lives on the outskirts of town in
a ramshackle house, with a horse on the porch,
a monkey in the kitchen, a pirate captain father
and an angel of a mother. The Kate Goldman
Children’s Theatre presents “Pippi Longstocking.”
Purchase tickets and find more information at www.
dmplayhouse.com.

GDP MUSIC FESTIVAL

Saturday, April 23
Downtown Des Moines
The Des Moines Music Coalition presents Gross

Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden, 909
Robert D. Ray Drive, Des Moines
Celebrate Earth Day among breathtaking florals,
verdant foliage and towering trees in the Botanical
Garden. Featuring plants from Iowa and around the
globe in its signature conservatory plus seven acres
of outdoor gardens. Free admission on this day only.
Find more information at www.dmbotanicalgarden.
com.

PUTTING AN END TO HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

Tuesday, April 26, 4 p.m. registration;
4:30-6 p.m. program
Hilton Garden Inn, 205 S. 64th St.,
West Des Moines
The Greater Des Moines Rotary Multi-Club
Committee presents this program focused on ending
human trafficking in the area. The public is invited
to learn from some of the local heroes fighting
this important issue. The panel will include Rocky
Vest, partnership development manager, Hope for
Justice U.S., and BTC 200 co-founder; Brenda
Long, Garden Gate Ranch; and David Gonzalez,
senior investigator, Midwest region, Hope for Justice
U.S. After the program, attendees can visit booths
of nonprofits fighting human trafficking, network
with Rotarians and enjoy heavy hors d’oeuvres and
drinks. Cost is $20 per person. Rotary members
RSVP to your club. Non-members can register at
https://civitasdsm2022.eventbrite.com. n
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RECIPE

SWEETEN UP SPRING WITH AN
‘EGGSTRA’ CREATIVE BRUNCH
(Family Features) It’s hard to top a brunch feast spent snacking on delicious treats in the sunshine with loved ones. At
the center of your celebration can be a springtime tradition with nearly endless possibilities: eggs. As a natural source of
vitamins and minerals, eggs are a delicious protein powerhouse with just 70 calories per large egg. Boiled, scrambled,
poached, baked and any other way you like them, they’re a kitchen superhero. This spring, add eggs to your menu and
explore fresh ways to celebrate the season at incredibleegg.org. n

EGGY LEMON
SANDWICH COOKIES

Recipe courtesy of the American Egg Board and
“Joy the Baker”
Total time: 1 hour, 40 minutes
Yield: 16-18 cookies
Dough:
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 1/2 teaspoons baking soda
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
3/4 teaspoon kosher salt
3/4 cup vegetable shortening
1/4 cup unsalted butter, softened to room
temperature
1 cup granulated sugar
1 large egg
2 tablespoons whole milk
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
Lemon Curd:
1/2 cup fresh lemon juice
2 teaspoons finely grated lemon zest
1/2 cup granulated sugar
3 large eggs
6 tablespoons unsalted butter, cut into cubes
Buttercream:
1 cup unsalted butter, softened to room
temperature

2 cups powdered sugar
1 pinch salt
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon zest
1-2 tablespoons warm milk
1 teaspoon poppy seeds
To make dough: In medium bowl, whisk
flour, baking soda, baking powder and salt.
In bowl of stand mixer fitted with paddle
attachment, cream together shortening and
butter until well combined. Scrape down sides
of bowl, add sugar and beat on medium speed
until pale and fluffy, 3-5 minutes.
Add egg, milk and vanilla extract; beat until
combined. Add dry ingredients and beat on
low until dough forms. Scrape down sides of
bowl to ensure no dry pockets at bottom. Wrap
and refrigerate dough 30 minutes.
Place rack in upper third of oven and
preheat to 350 F.
Roll half of dough on lightly floured counter

to 1/4-1/2-inch thickness. Cut with 2-3-inch
egg cookie cutter and place on parchment
paper-lined baking sheet. Use 1-inch round or
egg-shaped cookie cutter to cut yolk holes out
of half the cookies. Bake 8-10 minutes until
just golden around edges. Cool completely
before filling.
To make lemon curd: In 2-quart heavy
saucepan, whisk juice, zest, sugar and eggs.
Stir in butter and cook over low heat, whisking
frequently, until curd is thick enough to hold
marks of whisk and bubbles appear on surface,
about 6 minutes.
Transfer lemon curd to bowl and chill,
covered with plastic wrap, until cold, at least 1
hour.
To make buttercream: In medium bowl
using electric hand mixer, beat butter until
well softened. Add powdered sugar, salt and
lemon zest; beat on low. Add milk and whip to
combine. Beat in poppy seeds. Transfer frosting
to zip-top bag with corner cut off or piping bag
with medium round tip. Leave buttercream at
room temperature until ready to pipe.
To assemble cookies: Flip each whole
egg cookie so bottoms are facing up. Pipe
buttercream frosting around edges. Spoon 2-3
teaspoons lemon curd into centers of cookies.
Top each with one cookie with hole; press
gently and spoon 1 teaspoon lemon curd into
cookie hole. n
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SPRING CLEANING BASKETS TO
BENEFIT LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

OUR TRAVELING COCKTAIL
PARTY IS BACK WITH TWO
SEPARATE EVENTS THIS YEAR!

JUNE 24, 2022 JULY 22, 2022
COURT AVENUE

EAST VILLAGE

SPONSORED BY:
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:

West Des Moines Human
Services is collecting cleaning
supplies for their Spring
Cleaning Drive to benefit
low-income households in the
community. Supplies will be
collected during the month
of April, and baskets full of
cleaning products will be
distributed in May. Donations
of new supplies can be dropped
off at Human Services, 139
Sixth St., on weekdays between
8:30 a.m. and noon. Donors
are encouraged to order from
the WDM Human Services’
Amazon Needs List at https://a.
co/48KO477 and have the
items shipped directly to

Human Services. Monetary
donations are also accepted
(designate “Spring Cleaning”).
Supplies needed include:
• Plastic gloves
• Paper towels
• Scrub sponges
• Dish soap
• Disinfectant wipes
• Soft Scrub or scouring
powder
• All-purpose spray cleaner
• Toilet bowl cleaner and brush
• Window/glass cleaner
• Laundry detergent and dryer
sheets
• Garbage bags (13 gallon)
• Small laundry baskets or
buckets. n
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FILM REVIEWS

By Michael C. Woody

‘THE ADAM PROJECT’

Netflix may not give us the best of this bunch but, by
far, the most fun. Ryan Reynolds stars as a man who
needs to travel to the past to talk to his younger self
to stop something cataclysmic from happening. Along
the way, he meets his early mom and dad, who both
are involved with this event. The movie is great fun for
the whole family and gives some talented actors (Mark
Ruffalo, Catherine Keener, Jennifer Garner and Zoe
Saldana) an opportunity to have fun with these parts.
By far the most amazing thing, though, is that I spelled
cataclysmic correctly without having to look. Grade: B

‘THE LAST DAYS OF PTOLEMY GREY’

“The Adam Project”

On the other end of the fun scale, Samuel Jackson
reminds us that he is a very talented actor in this story
based on a Walter Mosley book about a man suffering
with dementia. I haven’t seen all 11 episodes yet, but
what I’ve seen is impressive. Available on Apple TV+.
Early Grade: A-

‘DEEP WATER’

Ben Affleck was so good recently in the George
Clooney-directed “The Tender Bar.” That makes this
effort a real head-shaker. A tawdry movie about a
super-rich guy who watches as his wife goes from
lover to lover right in front of his eyes. Directed by
Adrian Lyne, who has given us a few tawdry movies
(“Unfaithful,” “Fatal Attraction,” “9 1/2 Weeks”
and “Indecent Proposal”), this movie is dead in the
water from almost the opening scenes. The story is
horrible, the acting is mediocre, and Sue and I sat there
wondering why they even made this. Not that it should
matter, it is on Hulu. Grade: D (for dumb) n
Michael C. Woody has been reviewing
movies on radio and television since 1986 and
can be heard talking movies every Wednesday
afternoon at 2:30 p.m. on KXn0 106.3 with
Keith Murphy and Andy Fales. You can also
follow him on Twitter at MrMovieDSM.

“The Last Days of Ptolemy Grey”

“Deep Water”
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SOLID WASTE EVENTS

It’s spring-cleaning time, and the City of West Des Moines offers a variety
of events for disposing of items. These events are available to West Des
Moines residents eligible for solid waste collection. For household hazardous
waste disposal options, visit Metro Waste Authority’s website, www.
mwatoday.com.
• Yard waste pickup begins on your normal trash collection day and runs
from April 4 to Nov. 26.
• Scrap Tire Drop-off is April 9, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., West Des Moines
Public Services East, 560 S. 16th St.
• The Annual Spring Cleanup is June 6-10 on your regular trash day.
Appliances are not accepted at curbside but can be taken to the June 11
Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off.
• Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off events are June 11 and Sept 10, 8
a.m. to noon, at West Des Moines Public Services East.
• Winter Yard Waste and Christmas Tree Collection is Dec. 26 - Jan. 6. n

LITERACY AT THE LIBRARY

While many might think of “literacy” as simply
knowing how to read, literacy also means knowledge
on a particular subject or field. Would you like to
become literate in certain music genres? Learn how
to “read” a prairie? Become a craft beer expert?
Once a month, the West Des Moines Public
Library’s Literacy at the Library series will explore
interesting new topics. Speakers who know their
topic inside and out will be featured. Many topics
will also include a follow-up, hands-on portion
where you can try a new skill or get more in-depth
learning. The series kicked off April 4. Upcoming monthly topics include:
Voter Literacy, Prairie/Environmental Literacy, Book Literacy, Music
Literacy, Astronomical Literacy, and much more.
Other Library events:
• Adult Craft Night: Folded Book Bursts: Thursday, April 21, 6:30-8
p.m. Create a fun takeaway craft for the adult crowd.
• “Stranger Things” Weeklong Fun (grades 6-12): April 25-29. Library
staff is looking forward to the summer release of “Stranger Things.” To get
ready, the library has coloring sheets starting Monday, a “Can You Find
Hopper?” riddle challenge Wednesday, and Shrinky Dinks on Friday from
3:30-5:30 p.m. No registration required. n

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED: Parents of the Valley After Prom
event are looking for fun stuff you may have
laying around that they can use to entice kids
to hang out at the event after prom-- keeping
them off the roads and safe. Does anyone
have: Basketballs, kickball, bean bag chairs,
old VHS tapes, white string lights, golf balls,
golf putters for mini golf, Rubik’s Cubes, Hoola Hoops, gift cards you won’t use, that we
can give as prizes? To have your items picked
up, text Kelly Baughman, 515-771-8084. Our
goal is to serve about 500 kids! Thanks in
advance.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will
pay cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as
well as jazz and blues. Please call Brian at
515-326-5033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/
toddler Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos.
515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold
with Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad
seating/Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000
miles. Asking $750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well
Built. Needs a home to put it to use. Call
515-238-3198.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY WEDNESDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK
After an unsuccessful
harvest, why did the
farmer decide to try a
career in music?
Because he had a ton of
sick beets!

