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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

On Saturday, March 5, firefighters and police officers from across the Des Moines Metro joined together to battle
in the 17th annual Guns N Hoses charity hockey game. Representing the West Des Moines Fire Department were Kris
Ruszkowski, Tyler Wallace, Jason Runge, Jeremy Dietch, Scott Sweetalla and Ben Truetken. In front of more than
1,500 fans, the Guns won the game with a 5-2 victory. Although the Hoses lost this one, they still lead the overall series
11-6. The true winner was Camp Sunnyside, Easterseals Iowa, which was the beneficiary of more than $60,000 in
game-related donations and proceeds. n
WEST DES MOINES

THURSDAY HIGH 40 | LOW 31
Showers of rain and snow

FRIDAY HIGH 40 | LOW 25

Clouds with winds subsiding

SATURDAY HIGH 52 | LOW 32
Partly sunny and warmer

SUNDAY HIGH 61 | LOW 48
Breezy in the morning

MONDAY HIGH 63 | LOW 53

Cloudy, a shower in the p.m.

APRIL 7-13, 2022

JORDAN CREEK

Living Weekly

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

FROM THE PUBLISHER

CEMENTED IN MY BRAIN

As a teenager, I worked after
school at a concrete statuary in
my hometown of Algona. My
boss was Dennis Meyer, who now
owns and operates a statuary here
in central Iowa called Created in
Johnston and is a close friend.
On my way to work one day,
while running late, I passed a
school bus that was slowing
down. The school bus driver
finished his route and then
stopped by the statuary to talk
with Dennis’ father and business
partner, Amos, who, as I learned
later, had also driven a school
bus at one point in his life. The
conversation we soon had was not
pleasant, but it was a life-changer
for me. Amos made it clear, in no
uncertain terms, that I would no
longer be employed there if he
ever heard of me passing a school
bus again. I tried to awkwardly
explain that the bus had not
stopped yet, but that didn’t matter.
The conversation was stern and
short.
After Amos left, Dennis
softened the blow a bit, but he

was also firm in
his delivery. He
told me he didn’t
expect me to ever
be late and that I
should plan my
time better. But
if I am running
late, he said, don’t ever pass a
school bus that is slowing down
or stopped. Ever.
I don’t know who that school
bus driver was, but I appreciate
how he handled the situation. He
could have reported me to the
police. He could have called my
parents. He could have personally
chewed me out. But he knew that
the wrath of the Meyers would be
penalty enough. And it was.
I grew up in town, so I didn’t
ride the school bus. As a result, I
didn’t understand the issues and
hazards bus drivers had to deal
with then or today. Now, as a
father of three daughters who all
rode the bus, I know what kind
of an impact a driver can have
on an anxious and apprehensive
youngster. My adult children still
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speak fondly of their bus drivers.
I shared this memory with
Dennis in recent years, and he
offered his trademark ear-toear smile and said, “I hope you
learned something.” I did. Ever
since that day as a teenager, when
I see a school bus, I slow down
way sooner than I need to, and I
stop and patiently wait, offering a
friendly wave and a smile to the
driver and the kids.
Driving a school bus is not easy
work, and drivers are getting more
and more difficult to find. The
last thing they need are impatient
drivers of any age zipping by
them. The Meyers — the concrete
statuary owners — made that
clear. It is cemented in my brain
now.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
News contact
Tammy Pearson
515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Martha Munro
515-321-5246
martha@iowalivingmagazines.com
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ILEAP APPLICATION
DEADLINE IS APRIL 30

The Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) is a federal
program established to help qualifying low-income Iowa homeowners and
renters pay for a portion of their primary heating costs. This is a one-time
credit that households can reapply for each year. If you live in western Polk
County and are interested in applying for LIHEAP, contact West Des Moines
Human Services at 515-222-3660 to apply. You will be told at the time of your
application whether you are eligible, and, if so, for what amount you qualify.
The application deadline is April 30. Dallas County residents should call New
Opportunities at 515-465-5185 to apply.
Required documents include:
1. Proof of income for all household members. This would include
documentation of gross earned wages, self- employment, Social Security/
SSI, child support, pension/retirement funds, dividend earnings, gross
unemployment, FIP, etc. for 30 days preceding the date of application or the
most recent calendar year Federal Income Tax Return.
2. Documentation of social security numbers for all household members.
3. Copy of your most recent heating/electric bill. n

FESTIVAL CINCO DE MAYO

Celebrating the Mexican heritage of many railroad workers during the
establishment years of Valley Junction, the Festival Cinco De Mayo is an
opportunity to recognize the Mexican community that helped James Jordan’s
vision of bringing the railroad to the Des Moines area become a reality. The
Festival is Saturday, May 7, noon to 10 p.m., at Historic Valley Junction,
Fifth Street, West Des Moines. Enjoy Mexican food, artwork, live music,
dancing and family activities. The Cinco de Mayo King and Queen will also
be announced. n

JORDAN HOUSE MUSEUM TOURS
Walk in the footsteps of history at the historic Jordan House Museum,
2001 Fuller Road, West Des Moines. It was the home of the Jordan family
and is the only Underground Railroad stop open to the public weekly. Learn
about the history of West Des Moines, beginning with rocks and fossils,
through the indigenous peoples, early settlers and the development of
railroads and Valley Junction. For more information, visit www.wdmhs.org/
visit. n
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SPRING
SIDEWALK SALE

Great items at great prices
will be found at the Historic
Valley Junction Spring Sidewalk
Sale on Saturday, April 30, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Many merchants
will have discounted and
clearance items on sale outside
their storefronts. Shop outside
at the many participating
merchants, eat at one of the
many restaurants, and make
something at one of the many
DIY studios. Rain date is May
14. n

FARMERS
MARKET/MUSIC
IN THE JUNCTION

The Farmers Market/Music in
the Junction series features live
music and a beverage garden
Thursdays, May 5 through
September, 4-8:30 p.m., at
Railroad Park at Historic Valley
Junction, Fifth Street, West Des
Moines. The beverage garden
opens at 5:30 p.m. with live
music from 6-8:30 p.m. n

COMMUNITY
EASTER EGG HUNT

St. Mark Lutheran Church,
1105 Grand Ave., West Des
Moines, invites the public for
a special Easter celebration
featuring family-friendly
activities and an Easter egg hunt
on Saturday, April 16, 3:30-5
p.m. n
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

ESTELITA ‘LITA’ KINTANAR

Estelita “Lita” Kintanar, 74, died March 28, 2022, of leukemia. She was born in Burgos La Union,
Philippines and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in administration from Philippines School in
Business Administration in 1972.
She is survived by her husband, Rogelio “Roger” Kintanar, of 49 years; their children, Michael
(Fresel), Michelle (Julio), Cecille and Rogelio “Arjay” Jr. (Marissa); and numerous grandchildren.
A private Mass of Christian Burial was held. Iles Dunn’s Chapel was in charge of arrangements. n

LAURENCE JAMES ‘JIM’ MCMICHAEL

Laurence James “Jim” McMichael, 94, died on March 29, 2022, at the Iowa Jewish Senior Life Center
in Des Moines. Jim attended All Saints School, Dowling High School (class of 1945), and Iowa State
Teachers College (UNI), and served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War. Jim met Janet Greer at
The Bankers Life, where they both worked. They were married in 1957. They have five children: John,
Margaret, Patti, Mary and Tom. His wife and children survive him.
Jim was a devout Catholic, and he and Janet were long-time members of St. Theresa Parish. Jim
worked his entire career at The Bankers Life/The Principal, retiring in 1991 after 37 years. Jim held numerous
volunteer positions over the years. He taught adult reading at Drake University; conducted Senior Health Insurance
Information Program (SHIIP) sessions throughout the state, for which he was recognized with the Iowa Volunteer of
the Year Award; and served as a greeter at Mercy West Hospital in West Des Moines.
The funeral service was held at St. Theresa Church on Wednesday, April 6. n

MARY ANN HILDERBRAND

Mary Ann Hilderbrand, 98, of West Des Moines, died on March 27, 2022, at Mercy Hospice in
Johnston. Mass of Christian Burial was held Saturday, April 2, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, of
which she was a member. Burial followed at Resthaven Cemetery.
Mary Ann was born in Marshalltown, where she met her husband, Richard, of 52-plus years. She
worked for the West Des Moines Public Schools serving lunch to the children.
Surviving are her children, Linda Cookman (Joe), Julie Oeltjenbruns (Keith), Jim (Vicky), and Tom
(Sam); 12 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her husband, Dick, in 1997; sons
Danny and Rick; and great-grandson, Poppy.
McLaren’s Funeral Chapel in West Des Moines was in charge of arrangements. n

GEORGIA ANN OLSEN

Georgia Ann Olsen, 94, of West Des Moines died March 28, 2022. She was preceded in death
by her husband, Richard, in 1995. Survivors include her children, Terry (Kitty), Dan (Kathy) and
Polly Olsen; son-in-law Tim Singer; and many other relatives. A full obituary is available at www.
hendersonbarkerfuneralhome.com. Her funeral was held April 1 at Henderson-Barker Funeral Home in
West Branch. n
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Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

MURIEL I. HAWKINS

Muriel I. Hawkins, 99, died Thursday, March 24, 2022. She
was able to live in her own home until her final couple of days. A
private service and burial were held Friday, April 1. She grew up
at a state fish hatchery and animal reserve in St. Paul, Minnesota.
She attended Mills Art College after high school and then began
working as a commercial artist at the local newspaper. In June of
1948, she married O.D. Hawkins. After they married, Muriel worked as an artist
at the University of Missouri. They lived in Schenectady, New York, then briefly
at Fort Wayne, Indiana. In 1956, they settled in West Des Moines and Muriel
worked as a homemaker.
She was a member of Associated Artists of Central Iowa for many years and
active in showing her artwork in the community. After painting a picture of
Terrace Hill, she was commissioned by the purchaser to do a painting of Hoyt
Sherman Place as well. She enjoyed writing and was published in a couple of
Minnesota magazines where she wrote stories relating to her youth at the fish
hatchery. In at least one article, she also provided an illustration. She was a
member of Daughters of the American Revolution for 40 years and a member of
Plymouth Congregational Church for more than 60 years.
She is survived by son Mark, daughter Gail (Jeff) Meyer, grandchildren Ryan
and Kendra Meyer, and other relatives. She was preceded by her husband, O.D. A
complete obituary can be found at www.mclarensresthavenchapel.com. n

CHRISTOPHER NOLAN LANDERS

Christopher Nolan Landers, 21, died March 25, 2022. His
greatest joy was Royal Family Kids Camp, which he attended for
four years as a youth and returned as a young adult as a mentor and
counselor. He was a 2020 graduate of Valley High School.
He is survived by his mother, D’anne, and stepdad, Ron; brothers
Nathan (Allison) and Tanner (Sierra); sisters Taylor and Samantha;
stepsister Karissa; and other relatives. n

JOHN P. CONNAIR

A funeral mass for John P. Connair was held Monday, April 4, at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in West Des Moines. The service can
be viewed online at www.brooksfuneralcare.com. Brooks Funeral
Care in Clive was in charge of arrangements. n
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FUNDRAISER
FOR POP-UP
LIBRARY

The Friends of the
West Des Moines Public
Library is hosting the
Fifth Annual Wine, Beer
and Cheese Fundraiser
on Thursday, April 7,
5:30-7 p.m., at Raccoon
River Nature Lodge.
Experience professionally
curated wine, beer and
cheese selections from
many regions of the
country and find some
new favorites.
In support of the
next Friends-funded
project, be sure to visit
the Donation Wall at the
event and on the WDM
Public Library website,
which will highlight
efforts to raise $75,000
to purchase a Pop-Up
Library Vehicle for the
Children’s Department.
This unique vehicle will
allow library services
to reach more residents
and is sure to become a
West Des Moines Public
Library icon for adults
and kids alike.
A freewill donation
to the West Des Moines
Public Library Friends
Foundation will be
accepted at the door or
online ahead of the event.
Learn more at www.
wdmlibrary.org/friends. n

APRIL 7-13, 2022

JORDAN CREEK

OPEN BURNING
AND FIRE PIT RULES

The City would like to remind the residents of
West Des Moines that open burning and recreational
fires that produce smoke are not allowed within the
city limits due to county air quality and West Des
Moines Fire Department regulations. This includes
fire pits, chimineas and other smoke-producing
devices. Smoke from burning leaves, grass, brush
and most plants contain high concentrations of
pollutants, such as carbon monoxide, soot, toxic
chemicals and reactive gasses that can contribute to
smog formation. The smoke can be an immediate
health concern for some people. n

VOICES OF WEST DES
MOINES LUNCHEON
Voices of West Des Moines Luncheon will be
Thursday, April 14, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the Des
Moines Golf & Country Club, 1600 Jordan Creek
Parkway, West Des Moines. Deadline to register and
secure a speaking spot is noon on April 7. Cost for
West Des Moines Chamber members is $29. For all
others, it is $39.
Themes this year are Progress, Positivity,
Possibility and Perseverance. How can you leverage
these themes during your one minute?
Join the WDM Chamber at this event where
you get time on the stage. This is a time that our
registrants, for one minute, will have the chance
to reflect on the year, say thanks to someone, or
highlight a nonprofit or company that needs a shout
out. The sky’s the limit on what you can spotlight.
Perhaps you are starting a business, maybe you
are releasing a new product or maybe you need
some help in some way. Share your dream, spread
some love and let’s make all our voices heard.
Registration is online at members.wdmchamber.org/
events/details/voices-of-west-des-moines-luncheon1462?calendarMonth=2022-04-01. n
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ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
BUS TOUR

Join the City of West Des Moines and West Des
Moines Chamber of Commerce for their 2022 Economic
Development Bus Tour, Tuesday, May 17, 3-7 p.m.
This is a chance to see the new developments in the
works, mingle with area leaders, and celebrate the strong
community #WDMstrong.
West Des Moines has grown tremendously over
the last three years since the last bus tour. Now is
the time to celebrate, learn more and deepen your
connections. Charter buses will take you to key areas
of the city. At the end, enjoy food, music and libations.
Register online at link members.wdmchamber.org/
events/details/wdm-economic-development-bus-tour1518?calendarMonth=2022-05-01. n

DISCOUNTED POOL PASSES FOR
LOW-INCOME HOUSEHOLDS

Reduced rate season pool passes are available through
WDM Human Services for income-eligible residents
of West Des Moines. Registration begins April 18. The
reduced rate is $40 for the first household member
plus $10 for each additional person. The passes allow
admittance to the following: Holiday Park Aquatic
Center, Valley View Aquatic Center and Clive Aquatic
Center. Call 515-222-3660 to learn more. n

WEST DES MOINES PARKS
& RECREATION EVENTS

April 9: Catan Tournament, RecPlex, 410
April 9 and April 23: Parents’ Night Out, RecPlex,
$15 per child
April 10 and April 12: Learn to Skate, RecPlex, $110
April 16: Birdwatching, RRP Boathouse, free
For more information, visit www.wdm.iowa.gob/
parksandrec. n
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‘STITCHES IN TIME’
QUILT EXHIBIT

The West Des Moines Historical Society and Des Moines
Area Quilter’s Guild present “Stitches in Time,” an exhibit
of modern and antique quilts at the Jordan House Museum
through June 12. Nearly every room in the Jordan House
will have examples of these works of color, pattern and
creativity displayed for visitors. Quilts are functional art
— lovingly stitched together, combining memories and
meaning in every scrap of fabric. Whether it’s a crazy quilt,
using pieces of clothing from family members, or whole
cloth quilts created by a community during a bee, quilts
offer warmth, security and beauty. n

IOWA FILES:
ONE-ROOM SCHOOLS

Learn about the history of one-room schools on Sunday,
April 10, 2:30-3:30 p.m., at the West Des Moines Public
Library, 4000 Mills Civic Parkway. The first Iowa
schoolhouse was built in 1830 in Lee County. After that,
country schools popped up in the thousands across Iowa.
Many young Iowans received an amazing education at oneroom schools, going beyond the “Three Rs.” Bill Sherman
is an expert researcher and author of “Iowa’s Country
Schools: Landmarks of Learning,” a groundbreaking look
at the history and impact of country schools on education in
Iowa. Bill will present photographs and information about
one-room schools and invites attendees to share their stories
as well. All Iowa Files programs will be live streamed on the
West Des Moines Historical Society’s YouTube channel and
all videos will be closed captioned. For more information,
visit https://www.wdmhs.org. n

SPRING FLING AT MORNINGSTAR

MorningStar Assisted Living & Memory Care at Jordan
Creek will host it Fourth Anniversary Celebration Spring
Fling on Thursday, April 28, 5-7 p.m., with wine, hors
d’oeuvres, live music and private community tours. RSVP
to Lindsey at 515-505-7155. n
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

POETRY & PHOTOGRAPHY
PRESENTATION

Saturday, April 9, 5 p.m.
Beaverdale Books, 2629 Beaver Ave., Des Moines
In celebration of Poetry Month, Beaverdale Books
will feature a special event with Dr. Paul Brooke.
Brooke is a professor of English at Grand View
University in Des Moines, where he teaches a variety
of writing, literature and photography courses. He has
won numerous awards for his poetry. His presentation
will be moderated by fellow poet Kyle McCord.

DINNER DETECTIVE
MURDER MYSTERY

Saturday, April 16, 6 p.m.
Embassy Suites Downtown, 101 E. Locust St., Des
Moines
The award-winning comedic murder mystery dinner
show is coming to Des Moines. Unlike other murder
mystery shows with elaborate costumes and dialogue,
the Dinner Detective’s interactive shows are set in
the present day. Performers blend into the audience,
and you won’t know who is in the show until it’s time
to solve the murder. Look for clues, be interrogated by
detectives and compete for prizes awarded to the Top
Sleuth. Guests are not required to participate in the
show but are encouraged to do so. The evening includes
a four-course plated meal, coffee and tea, cash bar and
prizes. Guests must be at least 15 years old to attend.
Get tickets at www.eventbrite.com.

‘OF GRAVITY AND LIGHT’

Friday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
Des Moines Civic Center, 221 Walnut St., Des
Moines
Join Ballet Des Moines for the world premiere
of composer Beau Kenyon’s contemporary ballet,
“Of Gravity and Light.” Be entranced through eight
innovative movements combining sound, imagery
and movement exploring the wonder of space. As
Ballet Des Moines’ year-long resident and director
of education and outreach, Kenyon interprets the
science of space through music and dance, inviting
the disciplines of science and art to converge. “Of
Gravity and Light” will feature choreography by
Ballet Des Moines Artistic Director Tom Mattingly,
video installation by artist Yu-Wen Wu and live
music directed by conductor Tim McMillin. Tickets
available at www.dmpa.org.

DES MOINES BUCCANEERS
HOME SCHEDULE

Buccaneer Arena, Urbandale
• Saturday, April 9 vs. Fargo Force, 6 p.m.
• Saturday, April 16 vs. Sioux City Musketeers, 6 p.m.
• Friday, April 22 vs. Waterloo Black Hawks, 7 p.m.
For more information, visit www.bucshockey.
com. n
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RECIPE

EASTER DIP GOODNESS
EASTER BUNNY ROLLS
WITH SPINACH DIP
Serves: 24
16 ounces frozen spinach, thawed
8 ounces cream cheese
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
2 crescent roll tubes (8 ounces each)

(Culinary.net) Easter is about coming together with loved
ones, enjoying beautiful spring weather and eating your
family’s favorite foods. The kids will be playing, adults will
be chatting and all will be patiently waiting for the table to
be set.
If you’re visiting and making memories with family and
friends you haven’t seen in a while, there are few things
better than diving into a marvelous Easter spread.
While eyeing the table, you notice all the colors popping
off the dishes. Fruits and veggies make the feast come to
life, but a warm Easter dip paired with rolls for dipping is a
perfect way to start the festivities.
These Easter Bunny Rolls with Spinach Dip are as eyecatching as they are delicious. Not only will the kids love its
shape, but the layers of taste will wow your Easter crowd.
This dish is made for a crowd, served warm and full of
cheesy goodness. You can watch as your family dips into the
spinach and one-by-one, before you know it, the rolls will
have disappeared and the dip will be devoured. n

Directions:
Heat oven to 375 F.
In skillet, over medium heat, cook spinach, cream cheese
and garlic 3-4 minutes until cream cheese is melted. Stir in
mayonnaise, salt, onion powder, chili powder, pepper and Italian
seasoning. Stir in Parmesan cheese and 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese.
Cook until cheese is melted. Keep skillet on burner over low heat.
Remove dough from tubes. Leaving dough intact, roll and
stretch into 18-inch ropes. Cut each rope into 12 pieces for 24
total.
On baking sheet with parchment paper, form bunny head by
placing one piece of dough in middle then surrounding it with
six more pieces. Use 13 pieces to form round body. Use remaining
pieces to form ears on top of head.
Scoop hot spinach dip into center. Spoon small portions on each
ear. Sprinkle ears and belly with remaining mozzarella cheese.
Bake 18 minutes, or until crescent dough is golden brown and
thoroughly cooked. n
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WDM FIRE DEPARTMENT
MARCH REPORT

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

2022 Total Incident Count: 1251
March Incident Count: 395
Rescue and medical: 174
False alarm: 80
Good intent: 49
Fire: 25
Service calls: 34
Hazardous condition: 26
Overpressure/rupture: 4
Other: 3
Total estimated dollar loss:
$53,466
• Total estimated dollar saved:
$6,022,050

Major incidents
• March 10 – Transport Vehicle
Fire
Firefighters were dispatched to
the 1700 block of 28th Street for a
reported vehicle fire. As crews were
headed to the scene, they could see
a plume of dark smoke from the
area of the incident. They arrived to
find a single semi-truck with the cab
of the engine compartment mostly
engulfed in fire. Ladder 215 quickly
extinguished the fire. The fire was
caused by the vehicle’s fuel system,
and the vehicle was a total loss.
• March 30 – Garage Fire
West Des Moines Firefighters
were called to 1116 Eighth St.
at 5:02 a.m. on a report of a
house fire. As firefighters were
responding, Westcom Emergency
Communications advised that
flames were visible around the
garage door, and all residents were

out of the house.
As the first fire apparatus arrived
on scene, they observed flames on
the exterior of the attached garage
extending up to the roof. The fire
was quickly brought under control,
and firefighters remained on scene
for more than an hour checking for
hot spots. Two adults, a 13-yearold, two dogs and a cat were all
able to get out of the house without
injuries.
At the time of the fire,
Tom Flanery, a lineman for
MidAmerican Energy, was working
to fix a streetlight on a pole across
the street. He advised he had been
up in the bucket of the truck for
about 15 to 20 minutes when he
began to hear a crackling noise
nearby. He saw the flames, lowered
the bucket, called 911 on a cell
phone and ran over to knock on
the front door. He said, as he got
up to the front door, he could
hear the smoke alarms sounding
inside, but no one came to the door.
Mr. Flanery then ran around the
single-story house loudly knocking
on every window, causing the
occupants to wake up. Because of
his actions, the occupants were able
to safely get out and flames did not
spread to the inside of the house.
The cause of the fire was ruled
accidental due to improperly
discarded smoking materials and
initial damage estimates were
$7,500. n
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SPRING
CLEANING
BASKETS
TO BENEFIT
LOW-INCOME
HOUSEHOLDS
West Des Moines Human
Services is collecting cleaning
supplies for their Spring Cleaning
Drive to benefit low-income
households in the community.
Supplies will be collected during
the month of April, and baskets
full of cleaning products will be
distributed in May. Donations of
new supplies can be dropped off
at Human Services, 139 Sixth St.,
on weekdays between 8:30 a.m.
and noon. Donors are encouraged
to order from the WDM Human
Services’ Amazon Needs List
at https://a.co/48KO477 and
have the items shipped directly
to Human Services. Monetary
donations are also accepted
(designate “Spring Cleaning”).
Supplies needed include:
• Plastic gloves
• Paper towels
• Scrub sponges
• Dish soap
• Disinfectant wipes
• Soft Scrub or scouring powder
• All-purpose spray cleaner
• Toilet bowl cleaner and brush
• Window/glass cleaner
• Laundry detergent and dryer
sheets
• Garbage bags (13 gallon)
• Small laundry baskets or
buckets n
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SOLID WASTE EVENTS

It’s spring-cleaning time, and the City of West Des Moines offers a variety
of events for disposing of items. These events are available to West Des
Moines residents eligible for solid waste collection. For household hazardous
waste disposal options, visit Metro Waste Authority’s website, www.
mwatoday.com.
• Yard waste pickup begins on your normal trash collection day and runs
from April 4 to Nov. 26.
• Scrap Tire Drop-off is April 9, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., West Des Moines
Public Services East, 560 S. 16th St.
• The Annual Spring Cleanup is June 6-10 on your regular trash day.
Appliances are not accepted at curbside but can be taken to the June 11
Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off.
• Scrap Appliance, Metal Drop-off events are June 11 and Sept 10, 8
a.m. to noon, at West Des Moines Public Services East.
• Winter Yard Waste and Christmas Tree Collection is Dec. 26 - Jan. 6. n

LITERACY AT THE LIBRARY

While many might think of “literacy” as simply knowing how to read,
literacy also means knowledge on a particular subject or field. Would you
like to become literate in certain music genres? Learn how to “read” a
prairie? Become a craft beer expert?
Once a month, the West Des Moines Public Library’s Literacy at the
Library series will explore interesting new topics. Speakers who know their
topic inside and out will be featured. Many topics will also include a followup, hands-on portion where you can try a new skill or get more in-depth
learning. The series kicked off April 4. Upcoming monthly topics include:
Voter Literacy, Prairie/Environmental Literacy, Book Literacy, Music
Literacy, Astronomical Literacy, and much more.
Other Library events:
• Family Night at the Library: Paper Airplanes (all ages), Monday,
April 11, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Come one, come all to a fun family night at the
library. Each attendee must be registered.
• Adult Craft Night: Folded Book Bursts: Thursday, April 21, 6:30-8
p.m. Create a fun takeaway craft for the adult crowd.
• “Stranger Things” Weeklong Fun (grades 6-12): April 25-29. Library
staff is looking forward to the summer release of “Stranger Things.” To get
ready, the library has coloring sheets starting Monday, a “Can You Find
Hopper?” riddle challenge Wednesday, and Shrinky Dinks on Friday from
3:30-5:30 p.m. No registration required. n

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED: Parents of the Valley After Prom
event are looking for fun stuff you may have
laying around that they can use to entice kids
to hang out at the event after prom-- keeping
them off the roads and safe. Does anyone
have: Basketballs, kickball, bean bag chairs,
old VHS tapes, white string lights, golf balls,
golf putters for mini golf, Rubik’s Cubes, Hoola
Hoops, gift cards you won’t use, that we can
give as prizes? To have your items picked up,
text Kelly Baughman, 515-771-8084. Our goal
is to serve about 500 kids! Thanks in advance.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well
as jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515326-5033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/
toddler Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos.
515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold
with Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad
seating/Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000
miles. Asking $750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table
on one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built.
Needs a home to put it to use. Call 515-2383198.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY WEDNESDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK
A horse walks into a
bar. The bartender
says “hey.” The
horse replies “sure.”

