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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

COUNTY’S PARKS OFFER
OUTDOOR FUN AND EDUCATION

GUYE WOODS

HANSON PRAIRIE PRESERVE

The Madison County Conservation
Board manages 13 county parks,
located primarily in rural areas
throughout the county, that provide a
myriad of recreational opportunities.
Take the time to explore the county’s
opportunities to enjoy the great
outdoors. Learn more about each as
“Winterset Living Weekly” features
them in this and upcoming issues.

northeast of Winterset in the 2400
block of 160th Street.
Facilities and features: 100-footlong cable suspension bridge over
North River (no formal canoe
access at this site), memorial stone
recognizing the Guye family as one
of Madison County’s original settlers.

GUYE WOODS

Location: 1.5 miles east of
Winterset on State Highway 92, and

Location: Approximately 6 miles

WINTERSET

WEDNESDAY HIGH 46 | LOW 36
Breezy, showers in the p.m.

THURSDAY HIGH 40 | LOW 31
Rain and snow showers

HANSON PRAIRIE
PRESERVE

FRIDAY HIGH 37 | LOW 27
Cloudy, breezy and cold

SATURDAY HIGH 52 | LOW 36
Sunny and warmer

SUNDAY HIGH 65 | LOW 48

Warmer with clouds and sun

north 1.75 miles on Natural Trail.
Facilities and features:
Approximately 30 acres of tall-grass
prairie, Cedar Creek, walking trails,
parking area on northwest corner.

JENSEN MARSH

Location: Approximately 3 miles
south of Bevington.
Facilities and features: 80 acres
of wetland/marsh, tall-grass prairie,
PARKS, CONTINUED ON BACK
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

CEMENTED IN MY BRAIN

As a teenager, I worked after
school at a concrete statuary in
my hometown of Algona. My
boss was Dennis Meyer, who now
owns and operates a statuary here
in central Iowa called Created in
Johnston and is a close friend.
On my way to work one day,
while running late, I passed a
school bus that was slowing
down. The school bus driver
finished his route and then
stopped by the statuary to talk
with Dennis’ father and business
partner, Amos, who, as I learned
later, had also driven a school
bus at one point in his life. The
conversation we soon had was not
pleasant, but it was a life-changer
for me. Amos made it clear, in no
uncertain terms, that I would no
longer be employed there if he
ever heard of me passing a school
bus again. I tried to awkwardly
explain that the bus had not
stopped yet, but that didn’t matter.
The conversation was stern and
short.
After Amos left, Dennis
softened the blow a bit, but he

was also firm in
his delivery. He
told me he didn’t
expect me to ever
be late and that I
should plan my
time better. But
if I am running
late, he said, don’t ever pass a
school bus that is slowing down
or stopped. Ever.
I don’t know who that school
bus driver was, but I appreciate
how he handled the situation. He
could have reported me to the
police. He could have called my
parents. He could have personally
chewed me out. But he knew that
the wrath of the Meyers would be
penalty enough. And it was.
I grew up in town, so I didn’t
ride the school bus. As a result, I
didn’t understand the issues and
hazards bus drivers had to deal
with then or today. Now, as a
father of three daughters who all
rode the bus, I know what kind
of an impact a driver can have
on an anxious and apprehensive
youngster. My adult children still
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speak fondly of their bus drivers.
I shared this memory with
Dennis in recent years, and he
offered his trademark ear-toear smile and said, “I hope you
learned something.” I did. Ever
since that day as a teenager, when
I see a school bus, I slow down
way sooner than I need to, and I
stop and patiently wait, offering a
friendly wave and a smile to the
driver and the kids.
Driving a school bus is not easy
work, and drivers are getting more
and more difficult to find. The
last thing they need are impatient
drivers of any age zipping by
them. The Meyers — the concrete
statuary owners — made that
clear. It is cemented in my brain
now.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305
News contact
Tammy Pearson
515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Kristine McDonald
515-975-3543
kristine@iowalivingmagazines.com
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FUNERAL NOTICE
Funeral notices, which run free of charge, can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

CONNIE KINSER

Connie Kinser, 84, of Winterset, died Tuesday, March 29,
2022, at Azria Health in Winterset. A memorial service was held
Saturday, April 2 at Caldwell Parrish Funeral Home Winterset
Chapel. Online condolences may be expressed to the family at
www.caldwellparrish.com.
Constance Joan Gustafson was born in College Springs on Jan.
1, 1938. She was raised in Red Oak and graduated from Red Oak High School in
1956. She married Neil Bentley in 1957. They had four kids including one from
Neil’s previous marriage. They lived in Kingsley for a time and then farmed in
Mills County. They divorced in 1968.
Connie met Jimmy Kinser, a barber in Red Oak, and they married in 1974 in
Maryville, Missouri. They lived in Red Oak for several years, then in Indianola
briefly before relocating to Winterset in 1988. They had one daughter together, plus
a daughter from Jim’s previous marriage.
Connie was the first newspaper delivery girl in Red Oak, working for her father
who was a paper boss for the Council Bluffs Nonpareil and then The Des Moines
Register. She had many jobs over her working life including bank teller, waitress,
hospital receptionist, many secretarial positions, the Iowa DOT in the driver’s
license department and as a child care provider. In about 1978, Connie started
to work for the USDA in the Farm Services Agency (formerly the ASCS). She
worked in Montgomery County for about 10 years then entered the CED training
program. She served as County Extension director in Warren and then Madison
counties until she retired in 2003. She was one of few women who served as a
CED.
She was a member of the Jaycee Jaynes of Red Oak, Classy Chassis Car Club
of Red Oak, Winterset Rotary, and the Winterset School Board, having served as
president. She sang in church choirs most of her life and enjoyed playing the piano.
She is survived by her husband, Jim Kinser; son Joel Kinser (Jen Hughes); stepson Tom Bentley; daughters, Darce (Jeff) Ovel and Molly (Chris) Douglas; stepdaughter Klissie Robbins; daughter-in-law Julie (Chris) Hendrix; and numerous
other relatives and friends. She was preceded in death by a son, Bill Kinser. n
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WHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Thursday, April 7
4:30 p.m. Track: Girls Varsity
Coed Invitational @
Van Meter High School
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys JV @
Clarke
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys Varsity @
Van Meter
5:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV @
Dallas Center-Grimes
7 p.m.
Soccer: Boys Varsity @
Dallas Center-Grimes
Friday, April 8
5:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls JV vs. Des
Moines Roosevelt
Soccer: Girls Varsity vs.
7 p.m.
Des Moines Roosevelt
Monday, April 11
4 p.m.
Golf: Girls JV/Varsity @
Lakeview Country Club
4 p.m.
Golf: Boys JV/Varsity @
River Valley Golf Course
4:30 p.m. Track: Girls Varsity
Coed Invitational @
Norwalk
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys JH @
Earlham
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys Varsity
Coed Invitational @
Norwalk
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THE WINTERSET HIGH SCHOOL BOYS TEAM COMPETED AT THE BOYS
STATE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT MARCH 8 AT WELLS FARGO.

The coaching staff, Gary Emmert, Matt Young, Corey Bradley and Andy Pickering

Ben and Maria Forgy

Drake and Beau Knobloch, among other students

John McDonald and Jeff Alcorn

Victoria, Phil and Brenda Holt

Lois Oostenink, Leah Gurwell and Missy Wilcox
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ART CLASSES

The Winterset Art Center, 224 S. John Wayne Drive, offers a
variety of arts programs for all ages and skill levels. Try your hand
at ceramics, fiber arts, drawing, painting, creative writing and more.
April features Introduction to Leather Carving and Lacing classes.
June camps will be Pottery Sculpture Summer Art Camps and
Pottery Wheel Camp. In July, Draw and Paint Camp is offered. For
dates, more information and registration, visit www.facebook.com/
WintersetArtCenter/events/?ref=page_internale. All classes and
camps are designed to be inclusive, accessible and fun. n

GLIMPSES OF
IOWA’S CAPITOL

Take a tour with former state restoration painter, historic
researcher, and author Rosa Snyder as she divulges untold stories,
shares little-known historical anecdotes, and reveals hidden
treasures of Iowa’s most recognizable landmark. Her program,
Glimpses of Iowa’s Capitol, will be presented Thursday, April 21,
6 p.m., at Winterset Public Library, 123 N. Second St., Winterset.
View several before and after photos, visit rooms not normally seen
by tourists, and observe the step-by-step restoration process. n

WINTERSET WINE WALK

Get ready for the Winterset Wine Walk on May 7, 2-7 p.m.
Join the Madison County Chamber of Commerce, downtown
Winterset merchants, and area wineries for shopping, wine
sampling, music and more. Must be 21 years of age or older to
participate; wristbands will be required. New this year: 50 tickets
for each half hour of the event will be available in order to spread
out attendance. Register at madisoncounty.chambermaster.com/
eventregistration/register/2121. n

WE WILL RUN YOUR WINTERSET NEWS ITEMS FOR FREE.
Email your news and events by Monday at 5 p.m. to:
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com or call 515-953-4822, ext. 302
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

POETRY & PHOTOGRAPHY
PRESENTATION

Saturday, April 9, 5 p.m.
Beaverdale Books, 2629 Beaver Ave., Des Moines
In celebration of Poetry Month, Beaverdale Books
will feature a special event with Dr. Paul Brooke.
Brooke is a professor of English at Grand View
University in Des Moines, where he teaches a variety
of writing, literature and photography courses. He has
won numerous awards for his poetry. His presentation
will be moderated by fellow poet Kyle McCord.

DINNER DETECTIVE
MURDER MYSTERY

Saturday, April 16, 6 p.m.
Embassy Suites Downtown, 101 E. Locust St., Des
Moines
The award-winning comedic murder mystery dinner
show is coming to Des Moines. Unlike other murder
mystery shows with elaborate costumes and dialogue,
the Dinner Detective’s interactive shows are set in
the present day. Performers blend into the audience,
and you won’t know who is in the show until it’s time
to solve the murder. Look for clues, be interrogated by
detectives and compete for prizes awarded to the Top
Sleuth. Guests are not required to participate in the
show but are encouraged to do so. The evening includes
a four-course plated meal, coffee and tea, cash bar and
prizes. Guests must be at least 15 years old to attend.
Get tickets at www.eventbrite.com.

‘OF GRAVITY AND LIGHT’

Friday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
Des Moines Civic Center, 221 Walnut St., Des
Moines
Join Ballet Des Moines for the world premiere
of composer Beau Kenyon’s contemporary ballet,
“Of Gravity and Light.” Be entranced through eight
innovative movements combining sound, imagery
and movement exploring the wonder of space. As
Ballet Des Moines’ year-long resident and director
of education and outreach, Kenyon interprets the
science of space through music and dance, inviting
the disciplines of science and art to converge. “Of
Gravity and Light” will feature choreography by
Ballet Des Moines Artistic Director Tom Mattingly,
video installation by artist Yu-Wen Wu and live
music directed by conductor Tim McMillin. Tickets
available at www.dmpa.org.

DES MOINES BUCCANEERS
HOME SCHEDULE

Buccaneer Arena, Urbandale
• Saturday, April 9 vs. Fargo Force, 6 p.m.
• Saturday, April 16 vs. Sioux City Musketeers, 6 p.m.
• Friday, April 22 vs. Waterloo Black Hawks, 7 p.m.
For more information, visit www.bucshockey.
com. n
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RECIPE

EASTER DIP GOODNESS
EASTER BUNNY ROLLS
WITH SPINACH DIP
Serves: 24
16 ounces frozen spinach, thawed
8 ounces cream cheese
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
2 crescent roll tubes (8 ounces each)

(Culinary.net) Easter is about coming together with loved
ones, enjoying beautiful spring weather and eating your
family’s favorite foods. The kids will be playing, adults will
be chatting and all will be patiently waiting for the table to
be set.
If you’re visiting and making memories with family and
friends you haven’t seen in a while, there are few things
better than diving into a marvelous Easter spread.
While eyeing the table, you notice all the colors popping
off the dishes. Fruits and veggies make the feast come to
life, but a warm Easter dip paired with rolls for dipping is a
perfect way to start the festivities.
These Easter Bunny Rolls with Spinach Dip are as eyecatching as they are delicious. Not only will the kids love its
shape, but the layers of taste will wow your Easter crowd.
This dish is made for a crowd, served warm and full of
cheesy goodness. You can watch as your family dips into the
spinach and one-by-one, before you know it, the rolls will
have disappeared and the dip will be devoured. n

Directions:
Heat oven to 375 F.
In skillet, over medium heat, cook spinach, cream cheese
and garlic 3-4 minutes until cream cheese is melted. Stir in
mayonnaise, salt, onion powder, chili powder, pepper and Italian
seasoning. Stir in Parmesan cheese and 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese.
Cook until cheese is melted. Keep skillet on burner over low heat.
Remove dough from tubes. Leaving dough intact, roll and
stretch into 18-inch ropes. Cut each rope into 12 pieces for 24
total.
On baking sheet with parchment paper, form bunny head by
placing one piece of dough in middle then surrounding it with
six more pieces. Use 13 pieces to form round body. Use remaining
pieces to form ears on top of head.
Scoop hot spinach dip into center. Spoon small portions on each
ear. Sprinkle ears and belly with remaining mozzarella cheese.
Bake 18 minutes, or until crescent dough is golden brown and
thoroughly cooked. n
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RESCHEDULED: NON-PROFIT TOPIC —
THE ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE

Join the Madison County Chamber’s quarterly non-profit breakfast and
learn how to maximize your nonprofit’s annual giving campaign and donor
cultivation and stewardship efforts on Tuesday, April 19, 9-10 a.m. at the
Winterset Public Library.
This quarter’s session will feature Madison County Chamber of
Commerce’s Executive Director Amara Huffine. Amara has 11 years of
experience in the non-profit field and specializes in donor cultivation and
stewardship. Learn about how thanking your donors properly and creatively
can maximize fundraising efforts. There is no fee to attend for members.
Cost for nonmembers is $15. To register, visit https://madisoncounty.
chambermaster.com/eventregistration/register/2134. n

FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE SUMMER CONCERTS

• June 10: Train Wreck
• June 24: Past Vertical
• July 8: Final Mix
Grab your family and friends and enjoy live music while your kids are
entertained by the beautiful park facilities. Gates open at 6 p.m. Band plays
7-9:30 p.m. Beverage garden and food vendors available. Cost is $5 for
adults and children 11 and older. Children 10 and younger are admitted for
free. n

MADISON COUNTY WEDDING SHOWCASE

See all that Madison County has to offer for your upcoming wedding,
including the historic bridges, wedding venues, musicians/DJs, catering,
flowers and much more at the Madison County Wedding Showcase on
Saturday, April 23, 12-4 p.m., at The Winterset Livery, 116 S. First St.,
Winterset. n

PARKS, FROM FRONT
upland timber, abandoned railroad bed hiking trail, two parking areas.

MCBRIDE TIMBER PRESERVE

Location: Approximately 5 miles northwest of Winterset
Facilities and features: 40 acres of upland timber

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

CLASSIFIED ADS
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as
jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515-3265033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-2383198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/
Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking
$750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from
Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on
one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs
a home to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
BUNK BEDS FOR SALE: Twin bottom/single
top. Really nice. $200 takes them away to a
usable home. Text or call 515-238-3198 and I
can return photos for viewing.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years
old & under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY TUESDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

ADVERTISE IN
WINTERSET
LIVING WEEKLY!

Contact Kristine McDonald at
kristine@iowalivingmagazines.com

JOKE OF THE WEEK
A horse walks into a
bar. The bartender
says “hey.” The
horse replies “sure.”

