APRIL 5-11, 2022

EMAIL. PRINT. ONLINE. SOCIAL. EVERY WEEK.

Living Weekly
JOHNSTON

WWW.IOWALIVING
WWW.IOWA
LIVINGMAGAZINES
MAGAZINES.COM
.COM

FREE!

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

A BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA PUBLICATION

The Johnston Rotary Club held a
Blood Drive on April 2. New Rotary
members Neal Hyde, Jason Wiegert,
Alex Holm and Miles Summa made
it happen with their organizational
skills. This successful blood drive
was facilitated by LifeServe Blood
Center. Johnston City Hall provided
an available room for the blood
drive, and Hy-Vee offered its Pintfor-a-Pint, giving donors a pint of
food. Local residents and Rotarians
came out to donate in significant
numbers and made this endeavor a
success. n
Bob Wiley and Ann Wiley visit with a blood donor.

Grant Jacobson
JOHNSTON

TUESDAY HIGH 54 | LOW 35
A bit of afternoon rain

WEDNESDAY HIGH 52 | LOW 37
Partly sunny and breezy

John Waldron and a LifeServe technician. Neal Hyde

THURSDAY HIGH 42 | LOW 31
Showers of rain and snow

FRIDAY HIGH 42 | LOW 27
Cloudy, brisk and chilly

SATURDAY HIGH 55 | LOW 40
Sunny and warmer
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

CEMENTED IN MY BRAIN

As a teenager, I worked at a
concrete statuary in my hometown
of Algona after school. My boss
was Dennis Meyer, who now
owns and operates a statuary here
in central Iowa called Created in
Johnston and is a close friend.
On my way to work one day,
while running late, I passed a
school bus that was slowing
down. The school bus driver
finished his route and then
stopped by the statuary to talk
with Dennis’ father and business
partner, Amos, who, as I learned
later, had also driven a school
bus at one point in his life. The
conversation we soon had was not
pleasant, but it was a life-changer
for me. Amos made it clear, in no
uncertain terms, that I would no
longer be employed there if he
ever heard of me passing a school
bus again. I tried to awkwardly
explain that the bus had not
stopped yet, but that didn’t matter.
The conversation was stern and
short.
After Amos left, Dennis
softened the blow a bit, but he

was also firm in
his delivery. He
told me he didn’t
expect me to ever
be late and that I
should plan my
time better. But
if I am running
late, he said, don’t ever pass a
school bus that is slowing down
or stopped. Ever.
I don’t know who that school
bus driver was, but I appreciate
how he handled the situation. He
could have reported me to the
police. He could have called my
parents. He could have personally
chewed me out. But he knew that
the wrath of the Meyers would be
penalty enough. And it was.
I grew up in town, so I didn’t
ride the school bus. As a result, I
didn’t understand the issues and
hazards bus drivers had to deal
with then or today. Now, as a
father of three daughters who all
rode the bus, I know what kind
of an impact a driver can have
on an anxious and apprehensive
youngster. My adult children still
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speak fondly of their bus drivers.
I shared this memory with
Dennis in recent years, and he
offered his trademark ear-toear smile and said, “I hope you
learned something.” I did. Ever
since that day as a teenager, when
I see a school bus, I slow down
way sooner than I need to, and I
stop and patiently wait, offering a
friendly wave and a smile to the
driver and the kids.
Driving a school bus is not easy
work, and drivers are getting more
and more difficult to find. The
last thing they need are impatient
drivers of any age zipping by
them. The Meyers — the concrete
statuary owners — made that
clear. It is cemented in my brain
now.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
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CELEBRATE EARTH DAY

Celebrate Earth Day with the Johnston Town Center, 6245 Merle Hay
Road, on Friday, April 22, from 6-8 p.m. Learn more about protecting the
Earth, sustainability and water resources. Exhibitors and activities will
include:
• Polk County 4-H & Extension: Story Walk and Make and Take
activity
• Practical Farmers: resource table
• DSM Water Works’ mobile water lab: free water and exhibits
• Johnston Arts Council: Make and Take Activity
At 8 p.m., on the stage, enjoy the film showing of “Livestock on the
Land,” a story about regenerative agriculture that showcases many
different Iowa farmers who are helping to create an Iowa with healthy soil,
clean water and resilient communities. This film by Practical Farmers of
Iowa was produced and directed by Ames resident Nick Ohde. n

CURBSIDE YARD WASTE
COLLECTION HAS RESUMED

Those eager to start cleaning their yards should know that curbside
yard waste collection of twigs and branches, weeds and lawn clippings
has resumed. For collection, you should place yard waste at the curb with
stickers or in bags or carts on your regular collection day. Make sure you
have it out before 6 a.m., as some haulers get started before the sun rises.
There are a variety of ways to easily get your yard waste collected curbside.
Bags and stickers are sold at many local grocery, home improvement and
convenience stores. The Compost It! cart is run as a subscription service.
If you’re a new customer, you pay a one-time fee for the cart itself plus the
annual sticker. Once you have a Compost It! cart, you just pay to renew
your sticker each year. To request a cart or renew your sticker, visit www.
WhereItShouldGo.com/CompostCart. Learn more about the Compost It!
program and what is accepted by visiting www.WhereItShouldGo.com/
YardWaste, or call 515-244-0021. n

IOWA GOLD STAR MILITARY MUSEUM
515-252-4531
Call Jay Mathes for a tour.

515-204-7467

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
CLOSER CARE • MEMORY CARE

HOURS:

SUNDAY: CLOSED
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY-SATURDAY:
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
AT CAMP DODGE H 7105 NW 70th
70th STREET, JOHNSTON
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JHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Tuesday, April 5
2 p.m. Golf: Girls Varsity vs.
Southeast Polk
4 p.m. Tennis: Boys JV/Varsity vs.
Des Moines North
4:45 p.m. Soccer: Girls JV2 @ Des
Moines East
6 p.m. Soccer: Girls JV1 @ Des
Moines East
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls Varsity @ Des
Moines East
Thursday, April 7
4 p.m. Tennis: Girls JV/Girls
Varsity/Boys JV/Boys Varsity
@ Southeast Polk
4 p.m. Track: Boys Varsity
Invitational @ Dowling
6 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV2 @ Valley
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Boys JV1 @ Valley
https://team1sports.com/johnston/
Check out Johnston’s live-stream.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE DIGITAL EDITION
OF JOHNSTON LIVING MAGAZINE FREE!
Scan the code below, or visit
www.iowalivingmagazines.com.

APRIL 5-11, 2022

JOHNSTON

Are
savings
Letyour
me help
earning
whatoff
you check
your
bucket
they
should?
list items.
Sharon H Vickery

Financial
Advisor
Sharon
H Vickery

Financial
Advisor
5441 Nw
86th St
Suite 200
Johnston,
50131
5441IA
NW
86th St., Suite 200
515-278-2052
Johnston, IA 50131
515-278-2052

edwardjones.com
MKT-5894K-A

Living Weekly

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

LIONS CLUB HOLDS
FUNDRAISERS

• Johnston Lions Book Sale: The Johnston Lions are hosting
a book sale Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 7-9, at N.W.
64th Place and Merle Hay Road in Johnston. Thursday hours
are 4-8 p.m. with a $3 admission charge for adults. Admission
is free Friday and Saturday. The book sale is open 8 a.m. to 7
p.m. on Friday and 8-11 a.m. on Saturday. The sale features new
and used books, both hardback and paperback; CDs, DVDs and
VHS; records; magazines; puzzles, games and toys. Donations
are not being accepted because of lack of storage space.
Proceeds go to Johnston Public Library and Johnston Lions
Service projects.
• Pancake Breakfast: On Saturday, April 23, the Johnston
Lions Club is hosting its annual Pancake Breakfast at the
Johnston Middle School cafeteria at 6501 N.W. 62nd Ave.
in Johnston. Hours are 7-11 a.m., and the breakfast features
pancakes (including gluten-free pancakes), sausage, scrambled
eggs, juice and coffee. Tickets are $7 at the door and kids 5 and
younger are free. Proceeds will benefit the Lions Club Service
Projects. n

EASTER EGG HUNT

The Johnston Town Center will be hosting an Easter Egg
Hunt on Sunday, April 10. The Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 1
p.m. sharp. It goes quickly, so be on time or you might miss out.
Bring your own Easter basket for your little ones to put their
eggs in. Age groups will be 0-1, 3-5 and 6-10. The start times
will be staggered by a few minutes, with the 0-2 group going
first. To learn more about upcoming events at the Johnston Town
Center, visit www.johnstontowncenter.com. n

KITE-MAKING WORKSHOP

Join the City of Johnston and the Johnston Public Library for
a free kite-making workshop on Saturday, April 23, from 2-4
p.m. at the Johnston Public Library, 6700 Merle Hay Road. Get
ready for the annual Kites on the Green with this free event and
create your own kite. n
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TRIDUUM AND EASTER
SUNDAY SERVICES SET

St. Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church, 4600 Meredith Drive, Des Moines,
is holding the following services: Holy Thursday Mass, 7 p.m.; Holy
Thursday Adoration, 8-10 p.m.; Good Friday Service, 8 p.m.; and Easter
Sunday Masses, 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. n

KITES ON THE GREEN

TOMPKINS
SPEAKS AT
ROTARY
MEETING

Johnston Rotarian Tyler
Tomkins was the speaker March
29 at the Rotary meeting.
Tomkins has been a real estate
landlord for several years. He
started his business modestly
and has consistently grown it.
Recently, he has expanded into
commercial real estate.
Tomkins discussed numerous
topics including: how to build
experience by moving forward
slowly, home valuation levels,
renting in several areas of the
metro, analyzing deals using
various methods, the math of
determining rental price points,
tenant issues, city issues, when
to buy and when to sell. and the
pros and cons of starting now.
Tompkins also serves the
community as a police officer. n

A day of family fun is offered at Kites on the Green Saturday, May 7, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Johnston Commons. Make kites, fly kites and watch
kites. Giant show kites will be flying, and kite battles will be raging. Other
fun include an inflatable obstacle course, food, live music and Bol racing.
For more information, visit cityofjohnston.com/kitesonthegreen. n

FINAL LENTEN FISH FRY

The Knights of Columbus Council 11643 is hosting its final Lenten Fish
Fry April 8, 4:30-6:30 p.m. (note time change), at the Parish Hall of St. Mary
of Nazareth Catholic Church, 4600 Meredith Drive. Dine-in and limited
carry out are offered. The menu includes fish, baked potato, french fries,
green beans, corn, coleslaw and macaroni and cheese, with coffee, water and
lemonade. Cost is $13 for adults and $5 for children younger than 12. The
Women’s Association will have several desserts to choose from for a freewill
donation. n

TREE SALE BEGINS APRIL 12

The City of Johnston is selling trees to residents at a reduced price of $30
per tree. The sale of trees begins online at 8 a.m. on Tuesday, April 12 at
www.cityofjohnston.com/FormCenter/Parks-9/2022-Johnston-ResidentialTree-Sale-54. This link will become active at that time. Property owners are
allowed to purchase one tree.
Trees will be available for pick-up at Crown Point Community Center,
6300 Pioneer Parkway, on Saturday, May 7, 9-11 a.m. Residents who have
pre-ordered a tree will be required to show their receipt as proof of payment.
Any trees not picked up during the allotted time will be considered a
donation to the City’s tree-planting program. The tree sale is made possible
by the Johnston Lions Club and Johnston Farmers Market. n
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

POETRY & PHOTOGRAPHY
PRESENTATION

Saturday, April 9, 5 p.m.
Beaverdale Books, 2629 Beaver Ave., Des Moines
In celebration of Poetry Month, Beaverdale Books
will feature a special event with Dr. Paul Brooke.
Brooke is a professor of English at Grand View
University in Des Moines, where he teaches a variety
of writing, literature and photography courses. He has
won numerous awards for his poetry. His presentation
will be moderated by fellow poet Kyle McCord.

DINNER DETECTIVE
MURDER MYSTERY

Saturday, April 16, 6 p.m.
Embassy Suites Downtown, 101 E. Locust St., Des
Moines
The award-winning comedic murder mystery dinner
show is coming to Des Moines. Unlike other murder
mystery shows with elaborate costumes and dialogue,
the Dinner Detective’s interactive shows are set in
the present day. Performers blend into the audience,
and you won’t know who is in the show until it’s time
to solve the murder. Look for clues, be interrogated by
detectives and compete for prizes awarded to the Top
Sleuth. Guests are not required to participate in the
show but are encouraged to do so. The evening includes
a four-course plated meal, coffee and tea, cash bar and
prizes. Guests must be at least 15 years old to attend.
Get tickets at www.eventbrite.com.

‘OF GRAVITY AND LIGHT’

Friday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
Des Moines Civic Center, 221 Walnut St., Des
Moines
Join Ballet Des Moines for the world premiere
of composer Beau Kenyon’s contemporary ballet,
“Of Gravity and Light.” Be entranced through eight
innovative movements combining sound, imagery
and movement exploring the wonder of space. As
Ballet Des Moines’ year-long resident and director
of education and outreach, Kenyon interprets the
science of space through music and dance, inviting
the disciplines of science and art to converge. “Of
Gravity and Light” will feature choreography by
Ballet Des Moines Artistic Director Tom Mattingly,
video installation by artist Yu-Wen Wu and live
music directed by conductor Tim McMillin. Tickets
available at www.dmpa.org.

DES MOINES BUCCANEERS
HOME SCHEDULE

Buccaneer Arena, Urbandale
Saturday, April 9 vs. Fargo Force, 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 16 vs. Sioux City Musketeers, 6
p.m.
Friday, April 22 vs. Waterloo Black Hawks, 7 p.m.
For more information, visit www.bucshockey.
com. n
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RECIPE

EASTER DIP GOODNESS
EASTER BUNNY ROLLS
WITH SPINACH DIP
Serves: 24
16 ounces frozen spinach, thawed
8 ounces cream cheese
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon onion powder
1/4 teaspoon chili powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
1 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
2 crescent roll tubes (8 ounces each)

(Culinary.net) Easter is about coming together with loved
ones, enjoying beautiful spring weather and eating your
family’s favorite foods. The kids will be playing, adults will
be chatting and all will be patiently waiting for the table to
be set.
If you’re visiting and making memories with family and
friends you haven’t seen in a while, there are few things
better than diving into a marvelous Easter spread.
While eyeing the table, you notice all the colors popping
off the dishes. Fruits and veggies make the feast come to
life, but a warm Easter dip paired with rolls for dipping is a
perfect way to start the festivities.
These Easter Bunny Rolls with Spinach Dip are as eyecatching as they are delicious. Not only will the kids love its
shape, but the layers of taste will wow your Easter crowd.
This dish is made for a crowd, served warm and full of
cheesy goodness. You can watch as your family dips into the
spinach and one-by-one, before you know it, the rolls will
have disappeared and the dip will be devoured. n

Directions
Heat oven to 375 F.
In skillet, over medium heat, cook spinach, cream cheese
and garlic 3-4 minutes until cream cheese is melted. Stir in
mayonnaise, salt, onion powder, chili powder, pepper and Italian
seasoning. Stir in Parmesan cheese and 1/2 cup mozzarella cheese.
Cook until cheese is melted. Keep skillet on burner over low heat.
Remove dough from tubes. Leaving dough intact, roll and
stretch into 18-inch ropes. Cut each rope into 12 pieces for 24
total.
On baking sheet with parchment paper, form bunny head by
placing one piece of dough in middle then surrounding it with
six more pieces. Use 13 pieces to form round body. Use remaining
pieces to form ears on top of head.
Scoop hot spinach dip into center. Spoon small portions on each
ear. Sprinkle ears and belly with remaining mozzarella cheese.
Bake 18 minutes, or until crescent dough is golden brown and
thoroughly cooked. n
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SPRING CLEANUP

The spring cleanup event will be held on Monday, April 18 (west of 86th
Street) and Tuesday, April 19 (east of 86th Street). Place your items on the
curb by 6 a.m. on your designated trash collection day.
The Spring Cleanup Event allows residents to dispose of large household
items on their regular trash collection day at no additional charge. All smaller
items must be placed in bags or boxes. The average Johnston household pays
around $6 per year (included in your monthly utility bill) for this Spring
Cleanup event, so take advantage of it. If you live in an apartment, condo,
or townhome with private trash collection, you may not be a part of the
cleanup. Contact your association or management to find out.
For guidance on what items can go at the curb, visit www.
WhereItShouldGo.com/springcleanup or call Metro Waste Authority at 515244-0021. n

SPRING DONATION DRIVE
TO BENEFIT REFUGEES

The Johnston Lions Club is accepting new or lightly used household items
to support recently settled Afghan refugees. Donations can be dropped off
April 16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Johnston Lions Club, 6501 Merle Hay Road.
Items needed include pots and pans, cooking utensils, mixing bowls, kitchen
towels, potholders, cutting boards, can openers, wastebaskets, twin or full
comforters, bath towels, mops and buckets, brooms and dustpans, shower
curtains and rings, clothes hangers, laundry baskets and rolls of quarters. n

FREE DROP-IN JOB HELP

Drop-in for free job help with a job coach from Goodwill of Central Iowa.
Mike Johnston will be at Johnston Public Library every Wednesday, 10 a.m.
to noon, to assist with job searches, filling out job applications, writing or
updating resumes and cover letters, and interview coaching. Job help is free
and does not require an appointment. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
HOUSE CLEANER WANTED: Needed ASAP.
Small townhome in Johnston. Needed 1 to 2 times a
week for 2 hours each. Will pay $50/2hrs. Call Joe
at 515-278-2296.
GARAGE SALE: The Green Meadows West annual
neighborhood garage sale will be May 13 and 14
this year.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay cash
for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as jazz and
blues. Please call Brian at 515-326-5033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/
Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking
$750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from
Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on
one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs a
home to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
BUNK BEDS FOR SALE: Twin bottom/single
top. Really nice. $200 takes them away to a usable
home. Text or call 515-238-3198 and I can return
photos for viewing.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years old
& under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY MONDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.
CALL US

515-633-2119

AmegaGarageDoors.com

YOUR EXPERT SOURCE FOR

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • INSTALLATION

JOKE OF THE WEEK
A horse walks into a
bar. The bartender
says “hey.” The
horse replies “sure.”

