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BEARDS BEHIND THE BADGE
BENEFITS MILITARY MUSEUM

Johnston Police officers began
looking a little different in
November, but it was for a good
cause to give back to the Johnston
community. During the Beards
Behind the Badge campaign,
officers and other city staff could
donate money to grow a beard. The
Johnston Police Department raised
$1,005 and presented the Iowa Gold
Star Military Museum with a check
for that amount.
“This is our fifth year of the
campaign,” said Police Chief
Dennis McDaniel. “It is a great
way to get city staff and our police
members involved while giving
back to an organization within
our community. We are truly
lucky to have the Iowa Gold Star
Military Museum in our backyard.
I encourage everyone to take a tour
of the museum to honor the heroic
service of all Iowa veterans. Our
JOHNSTON

TUESDAY HIGH 55 | LOW 45

Breezy with a morning shower

WEDNESDAY HIGH 51 | LOW 31
A few showers in the morning

department is extremely grateful to
give back in a big way this year.”
The Iowa Gold Star Military
Museum’s mission is to honor and
depict the military experience of
Iowa citizens in all wars, homeland
defense and Iowa service. The

Museum’s purpose is to collect,
preserve and exhibit materials
that illustrate the story of Iowa’s
military past from statehood to the
present.
CONTINUED ON BACK
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Partly sunny
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

I’M GONNA BUY ME
ALL KINDS OF CANDY

“My name is Michael,
I got a nickel. I got a nickel, shiny
and new. I’m gonna buy me all
kinds of candy. That’s what I’m
gonna do.”
Those are the words that Clint
Holmes sang in 1972 with his
catchy song about the memories of
childhood entitled, “Playground in
my Mind.” Today, a nickel won’t
buy all kinds of candy. It won’t
buy much at all. But, according to
a wonderful story published March
18 in the Atlantic, it is worth more
than 5 cents.
The story states that, although
the nickel’s actual monetary value
is 5 cents, the metal it contains is
worth more than that. It says the
“melt value” of a single nickel is
currently 8 cents. In recent weeks,
it has been up to 16 cents.
But, before you get any great
ideas, you should know that
melting down nickels for a profit
is a crime. Even so, the article

states, “That
hasn’t stopped
opportunistic
investors from
zigzagging
between banks and
credit unions to gather nickels,
with the hopes of one day selling
them off for more than 5 cents.”
So what has caused the increase
in value? In short, it has been
the Ukraine crisis. The article
states, “Russia supplies more
than 20 percent of the world’s
high-quality nickel, which is a
crucial component in everything
from stainless steel to pipes to the
batteries that power electric cars.
But with Ukraine under siege,
companies in the West have been
wary of buying Russian nickel.
This has increased demand for
nickel from everywhere else,
which, in turn, has bumped up
its price on the London Metal
Exchange.”
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That’s complicated stuff that
most of us don’t want to deal
with, but here is the silver lining:
The attraction to hoarding nickels
is, apparently, that there is no
downside, as the nickel will never
be worth less than 5 cents. The
upside, though, could be huge if
the composition of the metal in
the coins changes — or if the coin
is discontinued — as the ban on
melting down nickels would then
likely go away.
Meanwhile, I prefer to keep
things simple. I’m gonna buy me
all kinds of candy. That’s what I’m
gonna do.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305

News contact
Tammy Pearson
515-953-4822, ext. 302
tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com
Advertising contact
Andrea Hodapp
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KEEP IOWA BEAUTIFUL
AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP

Three high school seniors are receiving Keep Iowa Beautiful $1,000
scholarships toward their studies at an Iowa college or university. Gov.
Kim Reynolds will make the presentations at ceremonies at the State
Capitol on Thursday, March 31, at noon. Among the three recipients is
Saumya Balaji of Johnston, who is studying environmental science at Iowa
State University.
“Keep Iowa Beautiful scholarships are awarded to graduating high
school seniors who have a record of community service,” said Kevin
Techau, Keep Iowa Beautiful executive director, “and a desire to continue
to support and contribute to the enhancement of the place they live.”
Since the creation of the scholarship program, Keep Iowa Beautiful has
awarded $54,000 to 64 students. There were 91 applications for this year’s
three scholarships. n
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JHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
Tuesday, March 29
4:30 p.m. Track: Boys Varsity Meet @
Johnston
Thursday, March 31
4 p.m. Tennis: Girls JV/Varsity vs.
Marshalltown
4 p.m. Tennis: Boys JV/Varsity @
Marshalltown
4:15 p.m. Track: Girls Varsity Meet @
Johnston
7:30 p.m. Soccer: Girls JV/Varsity
Game @ Ames
Saturday, April 2
10 a.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity vs.
Kennedy @ Coe College
11:15 a.m. Track: Boys Varsity
Invitational @ Dallas CenterGrimes
2 p.m. Soccer: Boys Varsity Game
@ Linn-Mar
https://team1sports.com/johnston/
Check out Johnston’s live-stream.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE DIGITAL EDITION
OF JOHNSTON LIVING MAGAZINE FREE!
Scan the code below, or visit
www.iowalivingmagazines.com.

The Johnston Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting March 23 at the new
Iowa Clinic Physical Therapy location, 5290 N.W. 86th St.

IOWA GOLD STAR MILITARY MUSEUM
515-252-4531
Call Jay Mathes for a tour.

515-204-7467

INDEPENDENT LIVING • ASSISTED LIVING
CLOSER CARE • MEMORY CARE

HOURS:

SUNDAY: CLOSED
MONDAY: CLOSED
TUESDAY-SATURDAY:
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
AT CAMP DODGE H 7105 NW 70th
70th STREET, JOHNSTON
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LIONS CLUB HOLDS
FUNDRAISERS

• Johnston Lions Book Sale: The Johnston Lions are hosting
a book sale Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April 7-9, at N.W.
64th Place and Merle Hay Road in Johnston. Thursday hours
are 4-8 p.m. with a $3 admission charge for adults. Admission
is free Friday and Saturday. The book sale is open 8 a.m. to 7
p.m. on Friday and 8-11 a.m. on Saturday. The sale features new
and used books, both hardback and paperback; CDs, DVDs and
VHS; records; magazines; puzzles, games and toys. Donations
are not being accepted because of lack of storage space.
Proceeds go to Johnston Public Library and Johnston Lions
Service projects.
• Pancake Breakfast: On Saturday, April 23, the Johnston
Lions Club is hosting its annual Pancake Breakfast at the
Johnston Middle School cafeteria at 6501 N.W. 62nd Ave.
in Johnston. Hours are 7-11 a.m., and the breakfast features
pancakes (including gluten-free pancakes), sausage, scrambled
eggs, juice and coffee. Tickets are $7 at the door and kids 5 and
younger are free. Proceeds will benefit the Lions Club Service
Projects. n

EASTER EGG HUNT

The Johnston Town Center will be hosting an Easter Egg
Hunt on Sunday, April 10. The Easter Egg Hunt will begin at 1
p.m. sharp. It goes quickly, so be on time or you might miss out.
Bring your own Easter basket for your little ones to put their
eggs in. Age groups will be 0-1, 3-5 and 6-10. The start times
will be staggered by a few minutes, with the 0-2 group going
first. To learn more about upcoming events at the Johnston Town
Center, visit www.johnstontowncenter.com.  n

KITE-MAKING WORKSHOP

Join the City of Johnston and the Johnston Public Library for
a free kite-making workshop on Saturday, April 23, 2-4 p.m. at
the Johnston Public Library, 6700 Merle Hay Road. Get ready
for the annual Kites on the Green with this free event and create
your own kite.  n
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JOHNSTON CITY COUNCIL APPROVES
THE FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET

The Johnston City Council held a
public hearing at its regular meeting
on Monday, March 21, at 7 p.m. to
approve and adopt the city’s budget
and Capital Improvement Projects
budget for Fiscal Year 2023. The
new budget will go into effect on
July 1, 2022.
“The adopted budget reflects
the priorities Johnston residents
have told us are important to
them — our tremendous police
and fire services, great parks
and trails, and well-designed and
functioning infrastructure, including
city streets,” said Mayor Paula
Dierenfeld. “Each year, the City
Council works hard to keep property
taxes as low as possible while
continuing to provide the quality
services our residents have grown to
expect and deserve.”
The $79 million budget and
the use of Local Option Sales and
Services Tax (LOSST) to lower
the tax rate results in a tax rate
of $10.68 per $1,000 of taxable
assessed value. Without LOSST, the
tax rate would have been $12.90.
The city’s portion of the property
tax bill for a Johnston property
owner is 27%. The remaining taxes
go to Johnston Schools (44%), Polk
County (18%), Broadlawns hospital
(7%), DART (2%), DMACC (1%),
and Polk County Assessor (1%).
With the adopted budget, the
departments will be adding staff
and resources to ensure residents

continue to receive quality services.
These include:
• Police will partner with the
fire department to hire a shared
Public Safety support specialist
position, which will focus on
project, equipment and facilities
management.
• Support annual maintenance
costs for the K9 program. The initial
costs will be fundraised through
sponsorships, grants and stakeholder
donations.
• One full-time firefighter.
• A Parks recreation position,
which will be hired mid-year,
January 2023.
• An Economic Development
project manager to assist with our
community’s growing economic
development needs.
• One Parks maintenance position
to assist with the upkeep of growth
in our community.
• One part-time service/IT
associate moving to full-time at the
library.
Highlights of the Capital
Improvement Projects include the
following projects:
• Ignit Park
• Lew Clarkson Park
• Dewey Park
• Simpson Barn
• Cross country/soft trail
• Terra Park canoe/kayak docks
Street improvements
• ICAAP Merle Hay Road (I35/80 to N.W. 70th Avenue) involves

studying traffic signal timing and
making adjustments to improve
traffic flow
• Implementation of the sidewalk
repair, replacement and construction
program
• East of Merle Hay Road, north
of N.W. 62nd Ave. improvements
(design)
• N.W. 107th (between N.W. 70th
Avenue and N.W. 78th Avenue)
asphalt overlay project (design)
• N.W. 100th Street reconstruction
from N.W. 54th Avenue to N.W.
62nd Avenue (design)
Sanitary sewer improvements
• N.W. Area sanitary sewer
extension – Segment B (design)
• N.W. Beaver Drive pump station
rehab (design)
• N.W. Area sanitary sewer
extension – Segment A
(construction)
• Bright Drainageway Trunk
Sanitary Sewer (design)
Stormwater improvements
• Bright property downstream
improvements (design)
• Green Meadows West (behind
Huntingwood) (design)
• The Forest between 5431 and
5441 Forest Drive (design)
• The Wilderness – 7009 to 7023
Coburn Lane (design)
• Beaver Creek stabilization
– west of 5200 Merle Hay Road
(construction)
CONTINUED ON BACK
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
‘SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN’

Through April 10
Des Moines Community Playhouse
831 42nd St., Des Moines
Hollywood, California, 1927. Silent movies are
becoming a thing of the past, and “talkies” are all
the rage. Leading ladies now must have voices as
endearing as their physical form, but the vocals of
Monumental Studios’ biggest star, Lina Lamont, are
found lacking, so something must be done. www.
dmplayhouse.com

‘SWEAT’

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

IOWA WILD HOCKEY

Wells Fargo Arena in downtown
Des Moines
www.iowawild.com
Home schedule:
Wednesday, April 13 vs.
Milwaukee Admirals at 7
p.m.
Tuesday, April 19 vs. Grand
Rapids Griffins at 7 p.m.
Friday, April 22 vs. Texas Stars at 7 p.m.
Saturday, April 23 vs. Texas Stars at 6 p.m.

Through April 3
Stoner Theater, 221 Walnut St., Des Moines
Iowa Stage Theatre Company’s production of
“Sweat” takes a look at the tensions of factory workers
as they struggle with labor strife, race and boiling
frustrations. www.iowastage.org

‘BEETHOVEN’S NINTH’
MONSTER JAM

April 9-10
Wells Fargo Arena, 730 Third St., Des Moines
Head down to Wells Fargo Arena for Monster Jam,
the world’s biggest monster truck tour. You’ll see elite
athletes competing in speed and skill as they maneuver
some of the biggest names in monster trucks, including
Monster Mutt, El Toro Loco, Grave Digger and Earth
Shaker. If the adrenaline rush just isn’t enough for you,
join the Monster Jam Pit Party before the show on
Sunday, April 10. Get up close and personal with the
monster trucks, meet the drivers and enjoy fun for the
whole family. Find tickets and additional information
at iowaeventscenter.com.

April 9-10
Des Moines Civic Center
221 Walnut St, Des Moines
Enjoy Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony” in its full
glory, presented by the Des Moines Symphony.
Groundbreaking at its first performance in 1824,
Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony” was more complex
and lengthier than any other pieces at the time. Most
people will recognize the triumphant chorus singing
“Ode to Joy” joining the orchestra in the symphony’s
final movement. The DM Symphony’s April concert
will open with Beethoven’s “Leonor Overture,” Pärt’s
“Fratres” and Wagner’s “Liebestod” from “Tristan and
Isolde,” sung by internationally recognized soprano
Janice Chandler-Eteme. Purchase tickets or streaming
access at www.dmpa.org. n
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KITES ON
THE GREEN

A day of family fun is
offered at Kites on the Green
Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m., at the Johnston
Commons. Make kites, fly kites
and watch kites. Giant show
kites will be flying, and kite
battles will be raging. Other fun
include an inflatable obstacle
course, food, live music and
Bol racing. Be sure to stop in
for a tour of the 1902 Simpson
House Museum and visit
with police and firefighters
and enjoy Rain Campaign
activities, both west of the
library. For more information,
visit cityofjohnston.com/
kitesonthegreen.  n

LENTEN FISH
FRIES AT
ST. MARY OF
NAZARETH

The Knights of Columbus
invite all to their Lenten Fish
Fries. Serving will be in-person
on April 1, 5-6:30 p.m. Carryout only will be on April 8,
5-6:30 p.m. Come to the parish
hall, 4600 Meredith Drive in
Des Moines, for dine-in and
carry-out. Cost for adults is
$13. Cost for children younger
than 12 is $5. For more
information, call 515-2764042. n
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RECIPE

A CELEBRATORY
PASSOVER DESSERT
SIMPLE
MACAROONS

Recipe adapted from marthastewart.
com
Yield: 15 macaroons
1 large egg
2 1/4 tablespoons honey
1/4 teaspoon vanilla extract
grated lemon zest
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 1/4 cups shredded coconut
5 ounces dark chocolate, melted
(Culinary.net) (Culinary.net) When
celebrating with family, there is nearly
nothing better than passing a light and
sweet dessert around the table. These
Simple Macaroons are crisp, dipped in
decedent chocolate and a completely
scrumptious option for celebrating
Passover.
Simple to make and easy to eat, this
sweet dessert is a crowd favorite. With
a fresh kick of lemon zest and crunch of
shredded coconut, they are a bite-sized,
delicious way to end your meal.
They take little to no time to make, only
baking 10-12 minutes for a tray full of
tasty dessert bites ready to devour.
With sweet honey and vanilla, the
flavors come together to create something
sweet but not overpowering. It’s a small,
crumbly bite that’s perfect for sharing
during Passover. n

Directions
Preheat oven to 375 F.
In bowl, whisk egg. Add honey,
vanilla, lemon zest and salt; whisk.
Stir in coconut until completely
coated with egg mixture.
Using 1 1/2-inch ice cream
scoop, make 15 balls, transferring
each to parchment-lined baking
sheet, spacing about 2 inches apart.
Bake macaroons 10-12 minutes,
rotating halfway through, until
coconut starts to brown on edges.
Transfer sheet to wire rack and
let cool.
Before serving, drizzle with
melted chocolate or dip bottom
sides of macaroons in melted
chocolate to cover bases.
Refrigerate 15 minutes to set. n
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SPRING DONATION DRIVE
TO BENEFIT REFUGEES

The Johnston Lions Club is accepting new or lightly used household items
to support recently settled Afghan refugees. Donations can be dropped off
April 16, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Johnston Lions Club, 6501 Merle Hay Road.
Items needed include pots and pans, cooking utensils, mixing bowls, kitchen
towels, potholders, cutting boards, can openers, wastebaskets, twin or full
comforters, bath towels, mops and buckets, brooms and dustpans, shower
curtains and rings, clothes hangers, laundry baskets and rolls of quarters. n

FREE DROP-IN JOB HELP

Drop-in for free job help with a job coach from Goodwill of Central Iowa.
Mike Johnston will be at Johnston Public Library every Wednesday, 10 a.m.
to noon, to assist with job searches, filling out job applications, writing or
updating resumes and cover letters, and interview coaching. Job help is free
and does not require an appointment. n

BEARDS, FROM FRONT
The best beard behind the badge
went to Lt. Tompkins. Judges said
his beard was well-groomed.
The officers hope the awareness
raised from this campaign will

BUDGET, FROM INSIDE
• Royal Park Estates - behind
9647 N.W. 70th Ave. (design)
• Terrace Drive storm sewer
(construction)
Water improvements

make an impact among the people
when they see a member of
the military or veteran. Several
members of the Johnston Police
Department proudly serve within
the military, so this donation was
extra special this year. n
• N.W. area water service
extension – Segment A
More information about the
city’s Fiscal Year 2023 budget can
be found by visiting, http://www.
cityofjohnston.com/1140/FiscalYear-2023-Budget. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
HOUSE CLEANER WANTED: Needed ASAP.
Small townhome in Johnston. Needed 1 to 2 times a
week for 2 hours each. Will pay $50/2hrs. Call Joe
at 515-278-2296.
GARAGE SALE: The Green Meadows West annual
neighborhood garage sale will be May 13 and 14
this year.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay cash
for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as jazz and
blues. Please call Brian at 515-326-5033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/
Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking
$750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from
Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on
one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs a
home to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
BUNK BEDS FOR SALE: Twin bottom/single
top. Really nice. $200 takes them away to a usable
home. Text or call 515-238-3198 and I can return
photos for viewing.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years old
& under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY MONDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.
CALL US

515-633-2119

AmegaGarageDoors.com

YOUR EXPERT SOURCE FOR

GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS
SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • INSTALLATION

JOKE OF THE WEEK
You think gas prices
are expensive... Have
you seen chimneys?!?!
They’re through the
roof!!!

