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WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

LIBRARY LAUNCHES
SEED LIBRARY

By Staci Stanton,
Programming & Outreach Manager

We have shifted into spring mode
at the Urbandale Public Library,
and we’re ready to start thinking
about getting outdoors. One of the
first things that comes to mind is
gardening, and it’s really never too
early to start thinking about your
summer garden.
You’ve probably heard about
seed saving and exchanges, and the
library is excited to launch its very
own seed library. We were able
to get a start thanks to a generous
donation from Prairie Moon Nursery
and will have seeds available to any
Urbandale resident. The library’s
philosophy with the seed library is to
reclaim seeds as a public resource by
providing a venue for community seed
URBANDALE

FRIDAY HIGH 28 | LOW 3

Partly sunny, breezy and cold

SATURDAY HIGH 31 | LOW 24
Cold with sunshine

sharing and agriculture education.
By accepting seed donations and
offering free seeds to patrons, our
community will help sustain and
preserve our native environment and
will increase the ability to cultivate
healthy, local food systems. This seed
library is starting out modestly with
the hope that it will grow each year,
SUNDAY HIGH 55 | LOW 31
Sunny and warmer

MONDAY HIGH 53 | LOW 29
Cloudy

TUESDAY HIGH 59 | LOW 42
Mostly sunny and mild

supplemented by both the library
and donations. If you’re interested in
helping us expand the seed library,
please reach out to Programming &
Outreach Manager Staci Stanton.
Seeds can be checked out at the
reference desk by simply filling
SEEDS, CONTINUED INSIDE
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LET’S FORGET ABOUT THIS CALL

Jim Croce asked for help
from a telephone operator to
place a call in his 1972 hit song
“Operator (That’s Not the Way
It Feels).” And in 1972, using a
telephone operator for assistance
was common. But what about
today? When was the last time
you spoke with an operator?
Even the term operator seems
antiquated now. Sounds more like
a surgeon.
Do you remember when 1-800
numbers became mainstream?
They launched in 1967, according
to ringcentral.com, with a goal
to cut down on labor-intensive
collect calls that often required
live operators. By the 1980s,
every company seemingly had a
1-800 number, and my childhood
buddies and I enjoyed dialing
as many of them as we possibly
could. We spent countless hours
searching for and calling the
1-800 numbers on household
products and telling the company
representatives that we were
doing a science fair project and
were wondering if they would

send us some free
samples. We then
provided our friend
Dave’s name and
address. His parents’
mailbox overflowed
with samples and
promotional materials every day,
leaving his mother to wonder what
in the world was going on. I can’t
remember my own zip code today,
but I can tell you Dave’s exact and
complete home mailing address.
The practical jokes intensified.
Most every TV infomercial back
then had a heavily promoted 1-800
number to call and order products
and have them shipped COD (cash
on delivery). No pre-payment
or credit cards were required,
and there was no ability (that we
knew of then) to track where the
orders came from. So, the orders
to Dave’s home started. Ginsu
knives. Armourcote pots and pans.
The Pocket Fisherman. Chia Pet.
Mr. Microphone. But wait, there’s
more. The Egg Scrambler. Time
Life books. The Abdominizer.
The Thighmaster. And a wide
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assortment of feminine hygiene
products, gold coin collections
and K-tel Records. We thought it
was funny. Dave’s mother didn’t.
I realize now that ordering these
types of products under another
person’s name is illegal, immoral
and some other things that start
with an “i.” I am also not sure if
a statute of limitations applies, so
let me be clear: I was appalled that
my friends Ian, Tommy and Mark
would engage in such activity.
With that in mind, I close this
column with the words of Jim
Croce: “Oh, operator, let’s forget
about this call. There’s no one
there I really wanted to talk to.
Thank you for your time. Oh,
you’ve been so much more than
kind. You can keep the dime.”
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading.
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TALK WITH OFFICIALS

Talk with Officials is a forum for the business community to connect
with elected officials representing Urbandale at the State, County, City and
School District. The events are open to the general public and held on the last
Saturday of each respective month. The next event is Saturday, March 26,
10:30 a.m. to noon. Registration is required. Check for updates on whether or
not the event will be virtual.
Invited elected officials include: Urbandale Mayor Robert Andeweg, Sen.
Brad Zaun (R), Rep. John Forbes (D), Rep. Eddie Andrews (R), Polk County
Supervisor Robert Brownell (R) and Katherine Howsare, Urbandale School
Board president.
For more information and registration, visit http://www.uniquelyurbandale.
com or email Tiffany Menke, tmenke@urbandalechamber.com. n

RENTAL RESERVATIONS

Do you have a family reunion, high school graduation, or even a wedding
coming up? You can now make a rental reservation online for any of the
City facilities. Urbandale has nine open air shelters located around town
for rent. They are great economical places to host an outdoor party. To
place reservations, visit https://urbandale.activityreg.com/selectfacility_
t2.wcs?parks=28. n

SPRING CLEAN UP INFORMATION

The annual no-charge curbside clean up allows residents to dispose of
almost anything, and it’s hard to know what crews will encounter curbside.
The city normally rents large trucks, equipment, and employs temporary
workers to help collect all the items — but due to supply chain issues, the
City is making some changes to the event. For information about dates and
times, as well as what can and can not be put on the curb, visit https://www.
urbandale.org/942/Spring-Clean-Up. n

SURVEY UNDERWAY OF URBANDALE
SENIOR RECREATION CENTER

Are you 55 or older? The City of Urbandale asks you to participate in one
of two surveys. One is for those who attend the USRC, and one is for those
who do not regularly participate in USRC programs. Take a few minutes to fill
one out and help the City plan for expanding its offerings. Visit https://www.
urbandale.org/1043/Senior-Recreation-Program-Surveys. n
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UHS SPORTS SCHEDULES
FRIDAY, MARCH 11
3:30 P.M.

TRACK: BOYS
VARSITY MEET
@ IOWA STATE
UNIVERSITY

REGISTRATION OPEN
FOR SPRING AND
SUMMER PROGRAMS

The Parks & Recreation
Department has camps, classes,
events and programs that
are available both virtually
and in-person this spring and
summer. View the current listing
of e-Sports, Youth Programs, Adult
Programs, Adaptive Programs,
and Senior Programs online at
https://urbandale.activityreg.com/
selectactivity_t2.wcs. n
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JOIN BOOK WORMS,
LED BY A NATURALIST
Join the Book Worms book club with
Polk County Conservation Naturalist Heidi
Anderson to discuss an environmentally
themed book each month at the Urbandale
Public Library. Registration is due the day
before the event. Register online at https://
www.polkcountyiowa.gov/conservation/.
This free book club is for ages 12 and
older. The next meeting is March 31,
6:30 p.m. The topic is “Bicycling with
Butterflies: My 10,201 Mile Journey
Following the Monarch Migration” by
Sara Dykman. n
SEEDS, FROM FRONT

out a form. Up to six packets of seeds are
available per Urbandale resident during the
growing season. The library also happily
accepts donations of seeds to further
supplement the seed library. If you’d like to
hear more about seed saving, check out our
Seeds 101 program on Tuesday, April 5 at 6
p.m. with Iowa State Master Gardener Mary
Rolfes. Mary has led many volunteer garden
initiatives, including the Urbandale Food
Pantry Demo Garden. She also shared her
passion for pollinators on our March episode
of UPL Recommends, where we discussed
what we can all do to attract pollinators and
help our gardens and communities grow. You
can find our podcast on Soundcloud or visit
our website to take a listen.
There is always something fun and new
to learn at the library. Check out all of our
events on our website: www.urbandalelibrary.
org. If you have questions about any of our
programs or would like to suggest a topic,
please reach out to Programming & Outreach
Manager Staci Stanton at sstanton@
urbandale.org or 515-331-6764. n
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FUNERAL NOTICES
Funeral notices can be emailed to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com and run for free.

CHERYL M. FRAKES SCHILLER

Cheryl M. Frakes Schiller, 75, died on March 3,
2022. She grew up in Des Moines and is an alumnus
of Phoenix school in West Des Moines. She graduated
from Des Moines Technical High School. She started
her career at Look Magazine in Des Moines, where
she met her husband, Ron, who survives her. They
had two children, Ron Jr. and Randal (deceased). She attended
DMACC and had several bookkeeping and accounting jobs. She is a
past president of the Mercy Hospital Guild, took on many volunteer
jobs, and taught junior bowling at Val Lanes in West Des Moines. n

VELDA FAY JAMES

Velda Fay James, 88, died March 6, 2022, at home. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, March 17 at
St. Pius X Catholic Church. Graveside services will be held at 2 p.m.
Thursday at Hopeville Cemetery, Hopeville.
She graduated from Murray High School and later from Creighton
University. Velda married Gerald “Red” James in 1950. He preceded
her in death. She is survived by her children, Jerome (Myra) James
of Johnston, Edward (Lulu) James of Grimes, and Sheila Stevens
(Kevin) and Susan Donnelly, both of Urbandale; and many other
relatives and friends.
The family will receive friends from 5-7 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 16, at Iles Westover Chapel where a vigil service will be held
at 7 p.m. A full obituary is online at at IlesCares.com. n

NEW BOOK CLUBS AT THE LIBRARY

In response to the feedback the library received from its
community surveys, it will be offering the following monthly book
clubs starting in February.
• Book Chat meets the first Wednesday at 1 p.m. to discuss
what participants are randomly reading.
• Double-Booked has two sessions to choose from, on the
second Tuesday at 6 p.m. and fourth Wednesday at 1 p.m. to
discuss a literary fiction or non-fiction title.
View all programs by visiting www.urbandalelibrary.org to find
the online calendar and register or call 515-278-3945. Most events
have limited space and require registration. n
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THE URBANDALE CHAMBER HELD A RIBBON CUTTING
FOR MMIT’S 85TH ANNIVERSARY ON MARCH 1.

Dave Abram and Shane Goodman

Tom Minor and Brad Rieman

Liz Cobb, Danny Devore and Chris Thomason

Steve Wallace and Chris Gierut

Justin Perry and Brenda Easter

Janet Jansma and Brian McGivern
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EVENTS IN THE AREA
DES MOINES PERFORMING ARTS

Des Moines Civic Center/Cowles Commons/Stoner
Theater – 221 Walnut St.
Temple Theater – 1011 Locust St.
www.desmoinesperformingarts.org
• March 4-13: “Anon(ymous)” at the Stoner Theater.
• March 11-12: “Rent”
at the Des Moines Civic
Center - Willis Broadway
Series.
• Saturday, March 12:
“Baby Boomer Comedy Show” at the Temple Theater.
• Tuesday, March 15: “Disney Princess - The
Concert” at the Des Moines Civic Center.
• Friday-Saturday, March 18-19: Comedy
XPeriment at the Stoner Theater.
• March 22-27: “Hadestown” at the Des Moines Civic
Center - Willis Broadway Series.
• Saturday, March 26: “Doodle POP” at the Temple
Theater - Wellmark Family Series.
• Tuesday, March 29: “Madagascar The Musical
Live!” at the Des Moines Civic Center.

COMEDY

• Thursday, March 10: Mick Foley
at Funny Bone, 560 S. Prairie View
Drive, Suite 100, Des Moines; www.
desmoines.funnybone.com.

MANDALAS & HENNA ART CLASS

Sunday, March 13, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Principal Studio 5, Des Moines Art Center, 5700
Grand Ave.
Explore traditional mandala and henna patterns while
learning about the history of art in India. From medieval
times to the present day, students will be exposed to
examples of traditional mandala and henna patterns,
rangoli, lettering and paintings. Tuition is $30 ($24 for
members), and the material fee is $25. To register, visit
https://my.desmoinesartcenter.org/12466/12468.
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EMAIL YOUR EVENT INFORMATION TO
TAMMY@IOWALIVINGMAGAZINES.COM

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

Thursday, March 17, noon
Downtown Des Moines
The Friendly Sons of St. Patrick are staging their
annual parade in downtown Des Moines, beginning
at noon, starting at 15th Street and Grand Avenue,
heading east to Eighth Street. New this year is a Block
Party at 13th and Grand, from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Your
$5 admission gets you access to watch the parade,
food trucks, live music, a beer tent and more. More
information is available at www.friendlysonsiowa.com.

AN EVENING OF CELTIC MUSIC

March 12, 7 p.m.
Windsor Presbyterian Church, 6301 University Ave.,
Windsor Heights
Crossroads of Iowa presents “ClearJoy Music: An
Evening of Celtic Music.” Admission is free. A freewill
offering will be accepted to support Crossroads of
Iowa programs. ClearJoy is a musical collaboration of
two sisters specializing in Celtic and Scottish music.
Crossroads is a not-for-profit organization offering
programs for women, including those in jail or prison,
with a focus on mental wellness using a holistic
approach.

JURASSIC QUEST

Friday and Saturday, March 11-12, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.;
Sunday, March 13, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Iowa Events Center, 730 Third St., Des Moines
Tickets are available online at https://www.
jurassicquest.com/events/des-moines-ia and cost $22
for kids and adults and $19 for seniors. Ticket for
unlimited rides for kids is $36, which includes entry.
General admission includes live shows, arts and crafts
activities, dinosaur and marine exhibits. Tickets for
individual and premium activities will be available
on-site (from $6). Off peak hours are weekdays (all
day) and weekends after 3 p.m. Free entry for children
younger than 2. n
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RECIPE

STEP INTO SPRING WITH
A SWEET, FRESH MEAL
FLATBREAD WITH
CARAMELIZED ONIONS,
BACON AND ARUGULA

Recipe courtesy of South Texas Onions
Servings: 2-3

1 tablespoon butter
1/2 tablespoon olive oil
1 large sweet onion, sliced
1/2 teaspoon balsamic vinegar
1 naan flatbread (rectangular shape)
1 cup cheddar cheese, shredded
1 cup fontina cheese, shredded
4 slices bacon
arugula
olive oil (optional)
lemon juice (optional)

(Family Features) As the weather turns the corner and temperatures
rise, opportunities for dining outdoors and soaking up the sunshine
abound. Patio meals often mean fresh flavors, making spring a perfect
time for heading outside with your favorite seasonal dishes.
The freshness of Texas 1015 Sweet Onions is an ideal starting point for
recipes that heighten the enjoyment of al fresco dining. As the first spring
sweet onion of the season, they’re harvested and packed fresh, meaning
they’re never stored. Plus, with no burning sensation when you cut them,
you can skip the tears for more enjoyable meal prep.
It’s a versatile veggie that can be grilled, roasted, eaten fresh or
caramelized for delightful recipes like this Flatbread with Caramelized
Onions, Bacon and Arugula. Find more recipes to celebrate spring at
tx1015.com. n

To make caramelized onions: In pan over
medium-high heat, heat butter and olive oil.
Add onions and let sit about five minutes. Once
onions start sweating, turn heat to low and
cover pan. Cook onions to deep golden brown,
stirring every 10-15 minutes. With 10 minutes
left, stir in balsamic vinegar.
To make flatbread: Preheat oven to 425 F.
On flatbread, layer cheese, bacon and
caramelized onions. Bake 13-15 minutes, or
until cheese is bubbly and edges are golden
brown.
Toss arugula with olive oil and lemon juice, if
desired, before placing on flatbread.
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By Michael C. Woody

‘MOONFALL’

This is a dreadful film, starring Halle Berry
and Patrick Wilson, about an issue with our
moon and how, or if, it can be fixed. I found
myself wishing that it couldn’t so I could leave
the theater sooner. This one will end up as one of
the worst movies of 2022.
Grade: D

‘HOME TEAM’

Kevin James plays real-life NFL head coach
Sean Payton who was suspended by the NFL. He
ended up home and helping to coach his son’s
football team. Crazy hijinks follow. It is stupid
and silly but still has a certain harmless charm.
Grade: B-

“Moonfall”

‘BLACKLIGHT’

The annual shoot ’em up, beat ’em up from
Liam Neeson, this time about a former FBI agent
trying to track down bad guys inside the agency.
If you like these types of movies, this one is
slightly above average.
Grade: B

“Home Team”

‘DEATH ON THE NILE’

I’m on record for not being a fan of the type
of mysteries where anyone and everyone could
be guilty. I find them to be manipulative. Like
the 1978 version, this has an all-star cast led by
Kenneth Branagh (who also directs), Annette
Bening, Armie Hammer and Gal Godot. If you
are a fan of Agatha Christie, you will like it.
Grade: B n
Michael C. Woody has been reviewing
movies on radio and television since 1986
and can be heard talking movies every
Wednesday afternoon at 2:30 p.m. on
KXn0 106.3 with Keith Murphy and Andy
Fales. You can also follow him on Twitter at
MrMovieDSM.

“Blacklight”
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: Heavyweight Ashley dining table: Dark distressed wood and bronze, seats 8,
4 matching chairs and 2 bench seats. London
brand queen-size sleeper sofa: Upholstered
fabric. Jacoby lawn furniture: 2 chairs, 2
side tables, purchased from Home Depot, powder-coated steel, slatted back and seat w/ red,
white and blue pattern on beige cushions. Call
515-478-4594. Please leave a message.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay
cash for your 60s, 70s and 80s rock as well as
jazz and blues. Please call Brian at 515-3265033.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler
Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-2383198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with
Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/Multi Disk CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles.
Asking $750. Call 515-238-3198. Located 5
miles from Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on
one end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs a
home to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
BUNK BEDS FOR SALE: Twin bottom/single
top. Really nice. $200 takes them away to a usable home. Text or call 515-238-3198 and I can
return photos for viewing.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years
old & under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY THURSDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK

“Death on the Nile”

I found a wooden
shoe in my toilet
today.
It was clogged!!!

