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From www.history.com
What does “Auld Lang Syne” mean, and why do we
sing the song at midnight on New Year’s Eve?
“Auld Lang Syne,” the title of a Scottish folk song
that many English speakers sing at the stroke of
midnight on New Year’s Eve, roughly translates to
“days gone by.” The poet Robert Burns is credited
with transcribing, adapting and partially rewriting it
in the late 18th century. Its lyrics, which rhetorically
ask whether “auld acquaintance” should “be forgot,”
have been interpreted as a call to remember friends and
experiences from the past.
Who were the first to make resolutions for the new
year?
People have been pledging to change their ways in

FREE!

the new year — whether by getting in shape, quitting a
bad habit or learning a skill — for an estimated 4,000
years. The tradition is thought to have first caught on
among the ancient Babylonians, who made promises in
order to earn the favor of the gods and start the year off
on the right foot. (They would reportedly vow to pay
off debts and return borrowed farm equipment.)
When was the first New Year’s Eve ball dropped in
New York’s Times Square?
An estimated 1 billion people around the world
watch each year as a brightly lit ball descends down a
pole atop the One Times Square building at midnight
on New Year’s Eve. The world-famous celebration dates
back to 1904, when the New York Times newspaper
relocated to what was then known as Longacre Square
and convinced the city to rename the neighborhood in
its honor. At the end of the year, the publication’s owner
threw a raucous party with an elaborate fireworks
display.
When the city banned fireworks in 1907, an
electrician devised a wood-and-iron ball that weighed
700 pounds, was illuminated with 100 light bulbs
and was dropped from a flagpole at midnight on
New Year’s Eve. Lowered almost every year since
then, the iconic orb has undergone several upgrades
over the decades and now weighs in at nearly 12,000
pounds. In more recent years, various towns and cities
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THURSDAY HIGH 35 | LOW 17
TUESDAY HIGH 38 | LOW 13

A bit of morning snow, cloudy

WEDNESDAY HIGH 22 | LOW 15
Colder with a little snow

Mostly sunny, not as cold

FRIDAY HIGH 30 | LOW 12
Partly sunny

SATURDAY HIGH 15 | LOW -7

Colder with a chance for snow
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

APPRECIATION.
COMMUNITY. LOYALTY.

Well, the Christmas shopping
season is over — except for the
returns, of course. Hopefully, you
were able to purchase products
and services from the many local
merchants in the area. That effort
truly does make a difference.
I am amazed at the sincere
appreciation I feel each time I buy
something from a local business.
The reply is not a robotic thank
you, but rather a heartfelt
gratefulness for choosing to
spend my dollars locally rather
than with an online global chain
that connects with me only by my
credit card number.
With our company being
locally owned, we also sincerely
appreciate when businesses
choose to market with us. It
helps us invest in our staff, our
facilities, our publications and
our communities. We know that
local businesses have all kinds of

advertising options
today and that the
out-of-towners
swoop in frequently
with something
bright and shiny and
new to sell them.
So with that in mind, I want to
say thank you to the hundreds
of local businesses that continue
to choose to market their goods
and services to each of you
through our growing family of
publications.
Loyalty is said to be a thing
of the past, but that’s not what
we see. We see locally owned
business owners and managers
who look out for each other,
support each other, and buy from
each other during good times
and bad — and encourage others
to do the same. We see smart
people who aren’t distracted by
the fly-by-night media reps who

show up for a few weeks and then
disappear, but instead show their
support for those who helped
them get to where they are. And
we see business owners and
managers who truly appreciate
their customers and their vendors
alike, and they don’t hesitate
to show it. That’s appreciation.
That’s community. That’s loyalty.
None of us are perfect, and
we can all improve, but I want to
thank those in the local business
community for being here to
serve all of us. We appreciate
you.
Happy holidays to all, and
thanks for reading. n

Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305

The printed edition of the Grimes/Dallas Center Living Weekly publication will
discontinue after this issue. The popular email version will continue with additional
local news and information sent to your email inbox once per week for free. You can
subscribe or unsubscribe at any time, and, unlike the Big Tech companies, we do
not collect or sell your personal data to anyone. Ever. If you have not already signed
up, you can do so now at https://greenmailinternetmarketing.com/public_member_
add.jsp?clientid=00001134

BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA

GRIMES /
DALLAS CENTER

Living Weekly

FUNDRAISING FOR NEW
LIBRARY UNDERWAY

The Friends of the Grimes Public Library is embarking on a large-scale
fundraising campaign to help support the building of a new public library at
the intersection of N. James Street and N.E. Beaverbrooke Boulevard. The
City of Grimes and Grimes City Council have challenged the organization
to raise 10% of the total cost of the new library — an ambitious goal but one
The Friends believe is achievable with the community’s help.
Donations can be made online by visiting grimeslibrary.org or in person
by cash or check addressed to GPL Friends.
For more information on the project history, timeline, budget, sponsorship
opportunities and more, visit grimeslibrary.org. n

GRIMES PUBLIC LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

Adult Book Club, Jan. 4, 5:30 p.m. This book club is for ages 18 and
older and meets the first Tuesday evening of every month. Stop by the
Library to pick up “Homegoing” by Yaa Gyasi.
Storytime at Home, Jan. 8. Pick up your storytime kit starting at 9 a.m.
Kits will include rhymes, props and a craft for our live storytime via Zoom
at 10 a.m. (link available on the website calendar and Facebook event.) Can’t
make it live? The storytime recording will be available until the end of day.
Family Thursdays: DIY Hand Warmers Grab and Go Kit. Stop by the
Library to pick up your kit while supplies last.
Tail Waggin’ Readers, Jan. 15, 9-11 a.m. Kids are invited to strengthen
their reading skills with 15 minutes of reading aloud and 5 minutes of play
with therapy dog Liesl. This event will take place inside and is limited to
one child at a time. Call the library to reserve a spot.
Teen Tuesdays: Perler Beads, Jan. 18, 4 p.m. Join us at the Library as
we get creative with Perler beads. This program is geared toward tween and
teen patrons (ages 9-18). n

DALLAS CENTER ROY R. ESTLE MEMORIAL LIBRARY EVENTS
Story time is Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and includes a craft. n

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

SNOW REMOVAL
• Can be done in AM, PM
within 24-48 hours.
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DAILY MEALS
FOR SENIORS

The Grimes Senior Center
is open to the public. Two
seatings are offered for lunch:
11-11:45 a.m. and 12-12:45 p.m.
Clients will receive a symptom
screening when they enter the
meal site. Clients will need to
make a reservation for the slot
they want. If you are not able or
wanting to dine inside, or if all
serving times are at capacity,
there will be an option for to-go
meals. This will be available after
the last serving time every day
and will be picked up inside. A
reservation is required to have
a meal available and the same
screening and mask requirements
apply. GVSS clients will need to
make the reservation and call to
schedule transportation. n
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE DIGITAL EDITION
OF THE GRIMES / DALLAS CENTER
LIVING MAGAZINE FREE!
Scan the code below, or visit
www.iowalivingmagazines.com.
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FUN FACTS, FROM FRONT
across America have developed their own versions of the Times Square
ritual, organizing public drops of items ranging from pickles (Dillsburg,
Pennsylvania) to possums (Tallapoosa, Georgia) at midnight on New Year’s
Eve.
What are some traditional New Year’s foods?
At New Year’s Eve parties and celebrations around the world, revelers
enjoy meals and snacks thought to bestow good luck for the coming year.
In Spain and several other Spanish-speaking countries, people bolt down
a dozen grapes — symbolizing their hopes for the months ahead — right
before midnight. In many parts of the world, traditional New Year’s dishes
feature legumes, which are thought to resemble coins and herald future
financial success; examples include lentils in Italy and black-eyed peas in
the southern United States.
Because pigs represent progress and prosperity in some cultures, pork
appears on the New Year’s Eve table in Cuba, Austria, Hungary, Portugal
and other countries. Ring-shaped cakes and pastries, a sign that the year
has come full circle, round out the feast in the Netherlands, Mexico, Greece
and elsewhere. In Sweden and Norway, meanwhile, rice pudding with an
almond hidden inside is served on New Year’s Eve; it is said that whoever
finds the nut can expect 12 months of good fortune.
Read more at https://www.history.com/news/new-years-history-festivefacts. n
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: 2 used Magic Gumball floor dispensers with lighted spiral Gumball delivery. 1 red, 1
yellow. Both need some rewiring to light them up.
Keys included. $100 each, originally $600. Located in
Grimes, IA. Call 515-772-9287.
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Medical Equipment, Supplies and Bracing Business. Provides a variety of
bracing and support products for a diverse customer
base recovering from sports injuries or suffering from
chronic pain. Owner is looking to retire. Asking Price:
$250,000. Call Wayne Appleton 641-799-3240.
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Plumbing & HVAC business
for sale in Fairfield Iowa. Excellent business with a
backlog of work and high revenue. Lots of potential
and room to grow with the business. Owner looking
to retire. Asking Price $600,000. Call Wayne Appleton
641-799-3240.
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/toddler Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD. Gold with Gold
leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/Multi Disk
CD player/DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking $750.00. Call
515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing table on one
end, 5 drawers for storage. Well Built. Needs a home
to put it to use. Call 515-238-3198.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s, 10 years old
& under, repair hopefuls. Call 515-238-3343.
LOOKING TO BUY: Vinyl Records. Will pay cash
for your 60, 70’s and 80’s rock as well as jazz and
blues. Please call Brian at 515-326-5033.
SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD
BY MONDAY AT 10 A.M. TO
BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

JOKE OF THE WEEK
How do you
organize a
space party?
You planet!

