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Christmas facts

From www.history.com
• Each year, 30-35 million real Christmas trees are sold in the United States
alone. There are about 21,000 Christmas tree growers in the United States,
and trees usually grow for about 15 years before they are sold.
• In the Middle Ages, Christmas celebrations were rowdy and raucous — a
lot like today’s Mardi Gras parties.
• When Christmas was cancelled: From 1659 to 1681, the celebration of
Christmas was outlawed in Boston, and law-breakers were fined five
shillings.
• Christmas was declared a federal holiday in the United States on June 26,
1870.
• The first eggnog made in the United States was consumed in Captain John
Smith’s 1607 Jamestown settlement.
• Poinsettia plants are named after Joel R. Poinsett, an American minister to
Mexico, who brought the red-and-green plant from Mexico to America in
1828.
• The Salvation Army has been sending Santa Claus-clad donation collectors
into the streets since the 1890s.
• Rudolph, “the most famous reindeer of all,” was the product of Robert L.
May’s imagination in 1939. The copywriter wrote a poem about the reindeer
to help lure customers into the Montgomery Ward department store.
• Construction workers started the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
tradition in 1931.
Learn more about the History of Christmas at https://www.history.com/ n
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URBANDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

View all programs and register by visiting www.urbandalelibrary.org or call the Library at 515-278-3945. Most
events have limited space and require registration.
• Holiday closures: The Library will be closed all day Dec. 24, 25 and 26. It will be closing early Dec. 31 at 5
p.m. and closed all day Jan. 1.
• Under Construction Drop In, Dec. 28, 9:30-11:30 a.m. Stop by and stack up. Library staff will provide
different kinds of materials for you to enjoy stacking and building with like blocks, cups, cardboard tubes, boxes and
more. You move around to different stations at your own pace and build creatively then let others use the supplies.
No registration required.
• Family Game Day, Dec. 28, 2-4 p.m. The library will provide a variety of games — some classic and perhaps a
few new ones that may become your favorites. Target age is 5 and older (anyone under age 10 must be supervised by
an adult). Siblings welcome. Registration is strongly encouraged.
• Tween & Teen Breakout Room, Dec. 29, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m., ages 10-17 only. Come with friends or make new
friends among your fellow escapees. Use creativity and tenacity to work together, think critically and solve all the
puzzles before the time runs out. n

REP. AXNE STAFF MEMBER TO SPEAK AT MONTHLY MEETING OF DEMOCRATS

The Urbandale Area Democrats welcomes the public to attend its monthly meeting on Thursday, Jan. 6 at Felix
& Oscar’s on Merle Hay Road. Come early at 6 p.m. for drinks, food and good company. The Program will begin at
6:30 p.m. The featured speaker is Bridget Ryan, a senior staff person from Congresswoman Cindy Axne’s office. She
will be discussing how Iowans will benefit from the federal infrastructure bill and the broader goals of the Building
Back Better Plan. n
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE DIGITAL EDITION
OF URBANDALE LIVING MAGAZINE FREE!
Scan the code below, or visit
www.iowalivingmagazines.com.
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

A GREAT LIBRARY CONTAINS
SOMETHING TO OFFEND EVERYONE

“Ban that book. I don’t agree
with it. No, not that book. I agree
with that one. Keep it. Just get rid
of the ones I don’t like.”
Sound familiar? That is exactly
what is going on right now in
school districts across America
and right here in central Iowa.
Yes, book banning has been a
hot subject as of late, especially
with the changing of the guard
on many local public school
boards. Those who want certain
books removed have legitimate
points — at least from their
perspective — but I fear that
these efforts are damaging to free
speech and, ironically, resulting
in the opposite of what the book
banners’ intentions are. Let me
explain.
First, there should be a clear
distinction between books in a
public school library and books
used for instructional purposes
in classrooms. Books used for
instructional purposes should
be evaluated, scrutinized and
carefully selected. Most public

school districts
have curriculum
processes in place
to address this. You
have every right to
inquire about that
process and judge it
appropriately, but banning books
that are simply available in a
public school library is another
matter.
Second, most of us read to
learn, to exercise our brains
and to grow our knowledge of a
particular subject. With that in
mind, how much will we learn
by only reading books that fall in
line with our own opinions? And
how can we expect young people
to grow by limiting access to all
kinds of ideas?
Third, tell a child not to do
something, and you can bet that
the youngster will do all he or
she can to explore it further. I
guarantee that most any banned
book will be read more after the
banning than before. Believe it or
not, there is this thing called the

Internet that kids are using today,
regardless of what is or isn’t in a
library.
And finally, it’s OK to be
exposed to things we don’t agree
with. Those differing views create
healthy debates that we all learn
from, and that includes our youth.
So if you don’t agree with
books used for classroom
instruction, let your voice be
heard. You might want to serve
on a committee or even run for
school board, but we shouldn’t
limit a child’s access to books
that simply don’t fall in line with
a certain person’s points of view.
As Jo Godwin said, “A truly great
library contains something in it to
offend everyone.” As it should.
Have a great week, and thanks
for reading. n

Shane Goodman
President and
Publisher
Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com
515-953-4822, ext. 305

WINTER YARD WASTE COLLECTION

The high winds recently may have shaken the last of your leaves loose or littered your yard with branches. You can
fill your cart, bag, or bundle your yard waste and dispose of it curbside during winter collection from Dec. 27 - Jan.
7, on your regular collection day. You can also use this opportunity to dispose of your Christmas tree (you don’t need
to put a sticker on the Christmas tree). n
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COUNCIL RECAP

The Mayor and City Council met for a regularly scheduled
meeting on Tuesday, Dec. 14. The City Council approved an
agreement with the City of Grimes that defines a boundary
that neither city will annex beyond. Urbandale will not annex
land north of (and Grimes will not annex land south of) the
boundary.
The City Council set Tuesday, Jan.11, as a public hearing
to consider approving the 2022-2027+ Capital Improvements
Program (CIP). The CIP helps envision and prioritize the City’s
future needs for public art, buildings, equipment, technology,
parks, bridges, sidewalks, storm sewers, streets, street lighting,
traffic signals and water systems. The recommended CIP
anticipates expenditures of almost $29 million in the 2022
construction year (and nearly $217 million for the City’s
infrastructure improvements across all years presented in the
CIP).
Every year the City Council considers funding requests
from external organizations when putting together the annual
budget. The City Council heard 13 presentations from various
organizations requesting funding including: Urbandale 4th of
July Committee, Urbandale Little League, Urbandale Historical
Society, Urbandale Community School District, Urbandale
Middle School, Junior Achievement of Central Iowa, Urbandale
Adult Community Band, Waukee Christian Services, Waukee
Community School Foundation, Urbandale Girls Recreation
Association, Greater Des Moines Partnership, Urbandale
Community Action Network, American Legion Post 663, and
the Urbandale Food Pantry.
At the end of the meeting, the Mayor recognized outgoing
Councilmembers Ron Pogge and David Russell for their
combined 24 years of service on the City Council. The Mayor
and City Council will meet again on Tuesday, Dec. 28. n

CITY OF URBANDALE UPDATE
WITH MAYOR ANDEWEG

Mayor Andeweg will present an update about the City in
a free Zoom webinar to be held Thursday, Jan. 6, 8-9 a.m.
Register to receive a Zoom link. Contact the chamber. Email
anna@urbandalechamber.com. n

NOW HIRING!
CITYVIEW magazine is seeking an

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
Want to work for a growing independent magazine that is locally owned
and poised for a solid future? For the past 25 years, CITYVIEW has been a
leader in local news and information. All we need is you!
If you are a motivated sales representative with attention to detail and
a solid work ethic, then we want to talk with you. Be ready to show that
you are growth-focused, have solid organizational skills, a creative mind,
a positive attitude and a desire to make yourself and our customers a lot
of money. We are more interested in work ethic than work experience, so
don’t let a lack of related employment history hold you back.
Benefits include health insurance, dental insurance, life insurance,
AD&D, long-term disability, paid vacation, retirement savings plan, and
sick time in a casual, family-owned working environment.

Send your cover letter and resumé to Pat Checketts,
8101 Birchwood Court, Suite D, Johnston, IA 50131
or email pat@dmcityview.com.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR SALE: Three wheel double baby/
toddler Stroller. $35. Call or text for photos. 515-238-3198.

CITY REMINDERS

• The Dos and Don’ts of fall leaves and yard
waste: Yard waste season typically runs from April
1 to Dec. 1 in Urbandale. Yard waste is accepted in
MWA “Compost It!” branded bags, generic bags
with a “Compost It!” sticker, and bundles with a
“Compost It!” sticker. Brush and other trimmings
should be bundled with a length less than 4 feet,
diameter of less than 18 inches, and weigh no more
than 40 pounds.
• Parking during a snow storm: When plowing
operations are underway, an emergency parking
ban will go into effect for all Urbandale streets.
Vehicles must be removed from the street until
the snow is cleared from curb to curb. It is best
to plan ahead and assume that, if more than one
inch of snow has been forecast, it is necessary that
your street be plowed and vehicles must be parked
elsewhere. Parking ban notifications are posted on
the City’s website. Visit www.Urbandale.org/Snow
to learn more.
• Don’t forget to clear your sidewalks:
Residents are required by ordinance to clear
sidewalks within 24 hours after the end of a
snowfall. Property owners who do not remove
snow from their sidewalk may be subject to a
citation, and the City may choose to perform the
work and assess the costs against the property. Visit
www.Urbandale.org/Snow to learn more. n

JOKE OF THE WEEK
Which days are the strongest?
Saturday and Sunday.
The rest are weekdays!

FOR SALE: 2005 Saturn Relay FWD.
Gold with Gold leather interior. Fully loaded/Quad seating/Multi Disk CD player/
DVD. 213,000 miles. Asking $750.00.
Call 515-238-3198. Located 5 miles from
Grimes.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing
table on one end, 5 drawers for storage.
Well Built. Needs a home to put it to use.
Call 515-238-3198.
FOR SALE: Heavyweight Ashley dining
table, seats 8, 4 matching chairs and 2
bench seats $475. London brand queensize sleeper sofa, upholstered fabric $450.
3-tier pie crust table $275. Large wooden
garden table on wheels - 2 shelves under work top and 3 small shelves on side
$175. Oreck bagged vacuum cleaner with
8 bags $75. Bagged Iron Man canister
vacuum with 5 bags $50. Call 515-4784594. Please leave a message.
FOR SALE: 2 used Magic Gumball floor
dispensers with lighted spiral Gumball delivery. 1 red, 1 yellow. Both need some
rewiring to light them up. Keys included.
$100 each, originally $600. Located in
Grimes. Call 515-772-9287.
MARY’S ALTERATIONS AND CUSTOM SEWING: Specializing in wedding
wear with over 30 years experience. For
an appointment call Mary at 515-8228734 or 515-528-1850. Located a short
drive west of Adel.
FOR SALE: Used Whirlpool Clothes
Dryer, 220 electric. $250. Call 515-9934595.

FOR SALE: 2011 Toyota Camry, silver.
Excellent running order, new all-season
tires this year. 203,000 miles. $6,900
OBO. Call 515-262-3842.
WANTED: Legal Assistant - wills, estate
planning, bankruptcy. Call Janssen Law
515-274-9161.
WANTED: Broken appliances & A.C.’s,
10 years old & under, repair hopefuls.
Call 515-238-3343.
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Plumbing &
HVAC business for sale in Fairfield Iowa.
Excellent business with a backlog of work
and high revenue. Lots of potential and
room to grow with the business. Owner
looking to retire. Asking Price $600,000.
Call Wayne Appleton 641-799-3240.
BUSINESS FOR SALE: Medical Equipment, Supplies and Bracing Business.
Provides a variety of bracing and support
products for a diverse customer base recovering from sports injuries or suffering
from chronic pain. Owner is looking to
retire. Asking Price: $250,000. Call Wayne
Appleton 641-799-3240.
BABY BED FOR SALE: Has changing
table on one end, 5 drawers for storage.
Well Built. Needs a home to put it to use.
Call 515-238-3198.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Care Initiatives Hospice is looking for compassionate
people in the Des Moines and surrounding
areas to become hospice volunteers to
provide support to patients and families to
help ensure quality of life during this final
journey. Call Debra Kiviranta, Volunteer
Coordinator, at 515-223-3813 to learn
more. For more information about Care
Initiatives Hospice, visit www.careinitiativeshospice.org.

SEND IN YOUR FREE CLASSIFIED AD BY THURSDAY AT 10 A.M.
TO BECKHAM@DMCITYVIEW.COM
LIST 50 WORDS OR LESS FOR FREE.

CITYVIEW’S WINTER EVENT IS BACK!

&
FIRE

AN INTERACTIVE

WINTER PUB CRAWL
IN VALLEY JUNCTION

SATURDAY, JAN. 22 • 1-4 P.M.
PARTICIPATING ESTABLISHMENTS:

THE HALL • FOUNDRY DISTILLING CO. • G MIG’S 5TH STREET PUB • MITZI’S
THE TAVERN • THE LONGEST YARD • SULLY’S IRISH PUB • GILROY’S

FOR $20 TICKET PRICE,* YOU GET 10 TICKETS
TO SAMPLE WINTER SPECIALTY DRINKS!
*$30 AT THE DOOR

TICKETS AT FIRE-AND-ICE.DMCITYVIEW.COM

