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There is nothing quite like a community festival 
to remind us that humanity is chaotic, charming 
and deeply committed to eating fried food 
outdoors.	
	 On paper, festivals sound wholesome — live 
music, local vendors, smiling families. In reality, 
they are a delightful mash-up of sunburns, long 
lines and someone’s uncle absolutely destroying a 
karaoke rendition of a 1980s power ballad. And 
yet, we keep coming back.
	 Maybe it is because community festivals turn ordinary places 
into something slightly magical. Suddenly they are packed with food 
trucks, handmade jewelry and a suspiciously competitive pie-eating 
contest.
	 The real entertainment, though, is the people. Festivals are one 
of the few places where strangers will strike up a conversation with 
others for no reason at all. 
	 And then there is the food — arguably the main event. 
Community festivals operate under a simple rule that, if it can be 
fried, it will be fried. Oreos? Fried. Pickles? Fried. Possibly things 
that were never meant to be fried? Absolutely fried.
	 Somehow, though, it is not just about the food. It is about the 
stories behind it. Every booth has someone proudly explaining 
their recipe, their craft, or why their salsa is “award-winning.” It’s a 
cultural exchange with napkins.
	 Music adds another layer. Local bands take the stage and give it 
everything they have got. And there is something refreshing about a 
performance where the lead singer might also be your dentist.
	 Of course, no festival is complete without at least one mildly 
chaotic moment. Maybe it is a sudden rain shower that sends 
everyone scrambling under tents. Maybe it is a child covered head 
to toe in cotton candy. Maybe it is you, realizing you have been 
walking around for an hour with powdered sugar on your face.
	 In the end, community festivals are messy, loud  and a little 
ridiculous, but that’s exactly why they matter. They pull people 
out of their routines and into shared space, where the goal isn’t 
productivity or efficiency, but simply being there.
	 You may leave feeling slightly tired, possibly sticky and definitely 
overfed. But you also leave with a feeling that, for a few hours, you 
were part of something fun, spontaneous and genuinely human. n
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Festival
Grimes Governors Days 
returns with three days 
of family fun June 4-6.

FUN
FEATURE

By Ashley Rullestad

Grimes Governors Days returns June 4-6, 
promising three days packed with activities, food, 
rides, tournaments and family-friendly fun.
	 “Our organization is very excited to again 
be working on this important and impactful 
community event,” Brian Buethe, president 
and CEO of Grimes Chamber and Economic 
Development, says.

The carnival returns for 
Governors Days.
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	 Governors Days, sponsored 
by Inspiring Dance, will be held 
on the grounds of the South 
Sports Complex, 750 S. James St. 
Attendees are encouraged to park 
at the end of Main Street and walk 
two blocks to the festival grounds.
	 The event officially kicks 
off Thursday, June 4, with the 
SoCo Baggers Sports League bags 
tournament at 6:30 p.m. Organizers 
note the event will look a little 
different this year and encourage 
participants to check the Governors 
Days website, www.governorsdays.
com, for updated details.
	 The evening continues with the 
family-favorite kiddie parade. While 
the parade previously ran from the 
Grimes Community Complex to 
Waterworks Park, this year it will 
begin at the Grimes Community 
Complex on Main Street and end 
at the sports complex. Children are 
encouraged to dress in their favorite 
costumes.

FEATURE

Governors Day features a Kiddie Parade and Grand Parade.
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	 The parade will also feature the Isiserettes, 
a dance and drill group founded in 1980 to 
provide Des Moines-area youth with positive 
opportunities in their community. The group 
blends hip-hop choreography with marching 
pageantry and live percussion. Performers range 
in age from 7-18.
	 The entertainment garden will be open from 
6-10 p.m., alongside craft and food vendors 
and Sam’s Amusement Carnival and Midway. 
Unlimited rides will be available with a $30 
wristband. This marks the 20th year the festival 
has partnered with Sam’s Amusements.
	 “We have some of the same great volunteers 
and new faces coming in, too,” Buethe says. “We 
will have a mix of longtime vendors as well as 
new food options and a variety of cuisines for 
people to enjoy throughout the festival.”
	
Friday highlights
Friday’s schedule includes the return of the Bill 
Riley Talent Show. Signups run from 11-11:45 
a.m., with the show scheduled from noon to 3 
p.m. at the Grimes Community Complex gym. 
Registration is also available online through the 
Governors Days website, www.governorsdays.com.

	 Friday evening features Friends of the Public 
Library bingo from 6-8 p.m. on the basketball 
courts. The carnival will run from 6-10 p.m., with 
another $30 wristband option available. Craft and 
food vendors will remain open until 11 p.m.
	 Live music begins at 8 p.m. in the 
entertainment garden with Bad Friends, a Des 
Moines-based rock cover band.

Saturday highlights
Saturday events begin early with the Lions 
Club breakfast at 6:30 a.m. at the Grimes 
Community Complex. The 5K and fun run 
follows at 7:30 a.m.; participants should check 
the website, www.governorsdays.com, for 
updated race details.
	 The grand parade, presented by Des Moines 

FEATURE

The Bill Riley Talent Show returns.
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Parent, begins at 10 a.m. The route returns to 
its traditional format, starting at South James 
Street and Southeast Sixth Street, traveling 
east and north along Southeast Trail Ridge 
Road, then west on Southeast Second Street. A 
sensory-friendly zone will be designated along 
the final block from Main Street to Ewing 
Street, with no lights or sounds.
	 Festival activities resume at noon, with the 
entertainment garden and carnival reopening. 
Another $30 wristband special will be available 
from 5-9 p.m., and vendors will remain open 
until 11 p.m.
	 Saturday night entertainment features 
local favorite Gimikk at 8 p.m. The band 
has performed at weddings, festivals and 
RAGBRAI for more than two decades.
	 The weekend concludes with a fireworks 
show at 10 p.m. Saturday. Set to music inspired 
by America’s 250th birthday, the show is best 
viewed from the park area.
	
Volunteers make it happen
Buethe thanks sponsors for their continued 
support, especially presenting sponsor Inspiring 
Dance. Additional sponsors include Golden 
Rule, TAAG Development, Hy-Vee Grimes, 
Daimler Truck North America, Frampton 
Homes, Raccoon Valley Bank and Midwest 
Heritage Bank. He also emphasizes the 
importance of the city of Grimes and local 
volunteers in making the event possible.
	 Organizers stress that community support 
is key to the festival’s success and encourage 

residents to attend and participate.
	 “We are really proud of the fact that we’re 
able to engage so many different groups, 
from the Dallas Center-Grimes Education 
Foundation, Lions Club, Friends of the Library 
and more,” Buethe says. “We don’t make 
money off anything, but they do, and it helps 
bring the community together to support local 

organizations while having a good time with 
friends and neighbors.”
	 For more information, including 
registration and a full schedule of events, 
visit www.governorsdays.com. Most events will 
take place at the South Sports Complex, 750 S. 
James St. n

The Entertainment Garden features live 
entertainment and a place to relax.

FEATURE
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FINANCE By Bryce Block

BACK to basics
Diversification and asset allocation

When investing, particularly for long-term goals, 
there are two concepts you will likely hear about 
over and over again: diversification and asset 
allocation. Diversification helps limit exposure 
to loss in any one investment or one type of 
investment, while asset allocation provides a 
blueprint to help guide your investment decisions. 
Understanding how the two work can help you put 
together a portfolio that targets your specific needs.
	
Diversification: Spreading out risk
Diversification refers to the process of investing in a number of different 
securities to help manage risk. The theory is that if some investments in 
your portfolio decline in value, others may rise or hold steady.
	 For example, say you wanted to invest in stocks. Rather than investing 
in just domestic stocks, you could diversify your portfolio by investing 
in foreign stocks as well. Or you could choose to include the stocks of 
different size companies (small-cap, mid-cap, and/or large-cap stocks).
	 If your primary objective is to invest in bonds for income, you 
could choose both government and corporate bonds to potentially take 
advantage of their different risk/return profiles. You might also choose 
bonds of different maturities because long-term bonds tend to react 
more dramatically to changes in interest rates than short-term bonds. As 
interest rates rise, bond prices typically fall.
	
Asset allocation: Investing strategically
Asset allocation is a strategic approach to diversifying your portfolio 
among different asset classes that seeks to pursue the highest potential 
return within a certain level of risk. After carefully considering your 
investment goals, time horizon and risk tolerance, you would then invest 
different percentages of your portfolio in targeted asset classes to pursue 
your goals. A careful analysis of these three personal factors can help you 
make strategic choices that are suitable for your needs.
	
Rebalance to stay on target
Over time, an asset allocation can shift simply due to changing market 
performance. For example, in years when the stock market performs 
particularly well, a portfolio may become overweighted in stocks. In years 
when bonds outperform, they may end up comprising a larger-than-
desired percentage of the portfolio. In these situations, a little rebalancing 
may be in order by selling securities in the overweighted asset class and 
directing the proceeds into the underweighted ones, or by directing new 
investments into the underweighted asset class until the desired allocation 
is achieved. n
	
No matter how simple or complex your portfolio is, City State Bank Trust & 
Investments is here to help.  For more information, please contact Bryce Block 
with City State Bank Trust & Investments at 515-986-2265.  Not FDIC insured.  
Not deposits or other obligations of the bank and are not guaranteed by the 
bank.  Are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal.  
City State Bank does not provide legal advice.  Each taxpayer should seek 
independent advice from a tax and/or legal professional.  These materials 
are based upon publicly available information that may change at any time 
without notice.

LOOKING BACK
The May 2011 Grimes 
Living magazine 
featured the story, 
“Love thy neighbor: 
Local churches serve the 
community.” The front 
page photo featured 
Roger and Norita 
Elwood, volunteer 
co-chairs, at the 
Grimes Community 
Food Pantry, housed 
at Grimes United 
Methodist Church at 
that time. The story also 
pictured the Praise and 
Play program at Grimes 
United Methodist 
Church and the St. 
Peter Lutheran Church 
Senior Citizen Luncheon, with Barb Henry, Dorothy Greif and Pastor 
Grant Woodley pictured, as well as volunteers Julie Bendel, Rhonda 
Olson, Phyllis Rosenberg, Gai Shields, Susan Ballard, Joan Warren and 
Angela Boyd. Also interviewed was Pastor Jason Friesen, who talked 
about the random acts of kindness by members of Crossroads Community 
Church. n

HOW HAVE YOU RESPONDED TO INCREASE IN THE PRICE OF GAS?
1. Driven less
2. Cut back on “extras”
3. Fallen behind on essentials
4. Nothing, the prices haven’t  
    affected me.

TAKE
OUR POLLPOLL

SCAN THE QR 
CODE TO VOTE!

LivingIOWA

MAGAZINES

RESULTS FROM APRIL POLL: April is National Hope Month. 
Which do you hope for most?

www.iowalivingmagazines.com

Better health.................................. 53% 
A surprise windfall of cash...... 30%
A vacation........................................ 10% 
Someone to do all your chores.... 7%
Better relationships...................... 0%
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Claire Marchant 
began her teaching 
career at Dallas 
Center-Grimes and 
has enjoyed it so 
much she hasn’t 
considered going 
anywhere else.
	 “In the fall of 
2018, I was placed 
at South Prairie 
Elementary in 
fourth grade with 
Mrs. Updike for 16 
weeks of student 
teaching. From 
there, I was hired 
for the following 
year at the same 
building.”
	 She is thrilled 
to be part of the South Prairie community.
	 “The connections and relationships I’ve made at DCG are truly the 
best. Everyone at South Prairie feels like family, and I know anyone in the 
district is willing to help however they can.”
	 Marchant has taught two years of fourth grade, including one year 
entirely online, as well as five years of second grade. She earned her 
undergraduate degree in elementary education from the University of 
Iowa and completed a master’s degree in teaching, learning and cultural 
competency in 2019.
	 She knew from a young age that she wanted to be a teacher. Growing 
up, she spent her time babysitting, driving younger children to events, 
volunteering at church for confirmation classes and helping lead music at 
vacation bible school. Working with children and being part of their daily 
lives is her passion.
	 One of her favorite parts of teaching is seeing her students grow.
	 “These kiddos truly can come such a long way in just a year, and it’s so 
fun watching them and their confidence soar.
	 “Finding a balance between work and home can be a challenge,” she 
admits. “Making sure I am putting enough in both baskets is hard, but 
my team at school is so supportive. We truly are there for each other when 
someone needs help balancing our time.”
	 For Marchant, kids really do say the darndest things. She keeps a note 
on her phone with funny phrases or “advice” her students have shared over 
the years. On a hard day, it never fails to lift her spirits.
	 Outside the classroom, Marchant enjoys reading, traveling and 
spending time with family.
	 “My 18-month-old son keeps my husband and me busy outside 
of school, and we are getting ready to add boy No. 2 to the family in 
September.” n

EDUCATION

Claire Marchant says one of her favorite parts of 
teaching is seeing her students grow.

MEET Claire Marchant 

Second-grade teacher reflects on student growth, 
strong relationships and family life.

By Ashley Rullestad
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Thank you for voting us your favorite!
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To submit calendar items for consideration, send to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

Be sure to check for cancellations.

EVENTS IN THE AREA

Library Closed
May 23-25
Grimes Public Library, 200 
N.E. Beaverbrooke Blvd.
	 The Grimes Public Library 
will be closed May 23-25.

Family Night: Bird Feeders
Monday, June 1, 6-6:30 p.m.
Grimes Public Library Meeting Room 
C/D, 200 N.E. Beaverbrooke Blvd.
	 Evening activities simple enough for your 
youngest, but fun enough for the whole family. 
The craft will be pinecone bird feeders. 

Note about calendar events: This magazine 
is delivered the third Thursday of each 
month. Calendar items included are events 
happening after the delivery date and extend 
into the following month. If you receive and 
read your magazine upon delivery, you will 
not miss out on any calendar items. 

Growing the Good Life
Saturday, May 30, 11 a.m. to noon
Grimes Public Library Meeting 
Room A/B, 200 N.E. Beaverbrooke 
Blvd.
	 Registration is required at https://
grimes.librarycalendar.com/event/growing-
good-life-6679 for this adult workshop. This 
ongoing series provides opportunities to 
learn about crafts, food and gardening while 
also allowing for hands-on practice. This 
month’s topic is Beaded Dragonflies.

Upcoming in Grimes/Dallas 
Center Living magazine
Fishing: Share your fishing stories. Perhaps 
you fished with your father as a child, fished 
in an interesting place, participated in fishing 
competitions. If it is related to fishing, drop us a 
note! Email tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.
	 Play sets, play houses and tree houses: 
Share the stories of your memorable play sets, 
play houses and tree houses. Perhaps your family 
has play structures that entertain your kids for 
hours. Or maybe you have memories of the play 
house you enjoyed as a child. Big or small, if it 
creates happy times, let us know. Email tammy@
iowalivingmagazines.com.

Food Truck Fest
Wednesday, May 27, 4:30–7:30 
p.m.
Grimes Public Library parking lot, 
200 N.E. Beaverbrooke Blvd.
	 Enjoy dinner at the library. Food trucks 
will be located outside the library with food 
and drinks available for purchase.

CITYVIEW Midday Mixer
Saturday, May 30, 1-4 p.m.
The District at Prairie Trail, S.W. 
District Drive, Ankeny
	 Enjoy summer cocktails to kick off 
the season. Check in is at El Presidente. 
Cost is $25 for advance 
tickets, $35 at the door. 
For more information, 
or to buy tickets, scan 
the QR code. 

MiddayMidday
CITYVIEW’S

MixerMixer AT

Free Roller Skating
Tuesday and Friday evenings, 
7-9 p.m., from the last Friday in 
May through August; Fridays in 
September, 6-8 p.m. (weather 
permitting)
Dallas Center Roller-Skating Rink, 
Mound Park
	 Free skating, theme nights and fun for 
the entire family. Quad skates and inline 
skates available at no charge, sizes toddler 
to adult. Scooters and skateboards also 
available. One Tuesday a month, June 2, 
July 7 and Aug. 4, hoverboards and the like 
will be permitted. Skating will also be held 
Saturday, Aug. 29, during Dallas Center 
Fall Festival, along with a lip sync contest at 
the site.

Fishing in Grimes
Fishing is allowed in the public ponds in Grimes. 
The DNR frequently restocks the public ponds 
with largemouth bass, bluegills, and channel 
catfish. Before you grab your pole and head out, 
make sure you brush up on these rules.
	 Anyone over the age of 16 needs a fishing 
license. These are available at iowa.dnr.gov.These 
ponds follow the statewide harvest regulations. 
That means you can keep up to three largemouth 
bass (must be 15 inches), 25 bluegills, and eight 
channel catfish. To find a public pond, including 
the type of fish stocked, visit iowa.dnr.gov.

Rhythms of Grace volunteer 
orientation
First Monday of each month, 5:30 p.m.
Rhythms of Grace, 23625 River Heights 
Drive, Dallas Center
	 As a reminder, Rhythms of Grace offers a 
one-hour orientation each month for all who 
would like to learn more about the organization 
before committing to a volunteer application, 
background check and training. Become 
barn buddies or sidewalkers and gain new 
horsemanship skills as horse leaders and help 
change the lives of those with special needs.

Battery and Electronics 
Recycling
Did you know that it only takes one 
battery to spark a fire? Batteries are 
dangerous in your garbage or recycling. 
That’s why the city has partnered with 
Metro Waste Authority to introduce a 
free and convenient battery drop-off in 
the Grimes community. These drop-offs 
accept alkaline batteries, button batteries, 
electronics with rechargeable batteries, 
other electronics, and cords. The drop-
off box is at Grimes City Hall, 101 N.E. 
Harvey St., and is open Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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Be sure to check for cancellations.

EVENTS IN THE AREA

Sips On Main Supporting The Home Place
Wednesday, June 3, 5-8 p.m.
Sips on Main, 104 S.E. Main St., Grimes
	 Sips on Main will host a night of live music in support of The Home 
Place. Enjoy an evening of community, connection and live music by local 
artist Andrew Hoyt. 

Des Moines Art Center Museum Highlights 
Tour
Saturdays, 1-2 p.m.
Des Moines Art Center, 4700 Grand Ave, Des Moines
	 Discover the vast variety of the Des Moines Art Center’s permanent 
collections during the Museum Highlights Tour. This tour offers a 
unique journey through the galleries, featuring a selection of timeless 
paintings, sculptures and more. Join knowledgeable guides to uncover the 
stories, techniques and inspirations behind the art on view, and experience 
the highlights of the Art Center in a fresh and engaging way. This guided 
tour is perfect for art enthusiasts of all ages. Free to all, no registration 
required.

Celebrate Spring in the Park
Monday, June 15, 6 p.m.
Water Works Park, 2201 George Flagg Parkway, 
Des Moines
	 The Kerry and Linda Killinger Foundation Community Series 
features live performances on the Killinger Family Stage throughout 
the summer. The Des Moines Performing Arts takes the stage in June, 
featuring a national touring act in the park. Learn more at www.
waterworkspark.org/events-in-the-park/community-series. 

Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden 
Spring Programs
Greater Des Moines Botanical Garden, 909 Robert D. Ray 
Drive, Des Moines
	 • Summer Camp Registration: Give your child a summer of 
discovery, creativity and outdoor adventure. These nature-based camps 
combine science, art, exploration and play in a safe, inspiring environment 
led by experienced educators. Perfect for students entering grades 1–5. 
Register at https://dmbotanicalgarden.com.

Des Moines Downtown Farmers Market
Saturdays through Oct. 31, 7 a.m. to noon, 8 a.m. to noon 
in October
Historic Court District, Downtown Des Moines
	 The 2026 season will feature 305 vendors, including 43 new 
participants, with 75 produce and agriculture vendors highlighting 
the region’s strong farming community. Vendors represent 74 cities 
across 42 Iowa counties, spanning 12 city blocks from Water Street to 
Fifth Street. For more information, visit www.dsmpartnership.com/
desmoinesfarmersmarket. n

CITYVIEW’S NEWEST 
BAR CRAWL IS HERE!

TICKETS AND INFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
MIDDAYMIXER.DMCITYVIEW.COM

THE DISTRICT AT PRAIRIE TRAIL | ANKENY

Saturday, May 30 Saturday, May 30 
1-4 p.m.1-4 p.m.

*$25 PRE-PURCHASE ONLINE PRICE. $35 AT THE DOOR.

Participating LocationsParticipating Locations
El Presidenté  |  Grimaldi’s

The Breakfast Club  |  Tribute
30 Hop  |  Whiskey River  |  Wasabi

Magee’s Irish Pub  |  The Operating Room

10 
SAMPLE 

DRINKS FOR 
$25 *

CITYVIEW’S

MiddayMidday
MixerMixer AT
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A.R. Weston, a local Iowa author, recently 
published the novel, “The Last Candlemaker,” a 
project he brought to life in his community.
	 “Writing it has been a meaningful part of 
my life here, and Grimes has been a great place 
to live and create,” Weston says.
	 The idea for the book came from watching 
the world change rapidly around him.
	 “Technology, specifically AI, is moving at a 
pace we have never seen before, and while much 
of that progress is good, I started asking myself 
what we might be losing along the way,” Weston 
says. “ ‘The Last Candlemaker’ grew out of that 
tension. I wanted to tell a story about tradition, 
honest work and the quiet strength of people 
who refuse to let go of what matters most.”
	 The novel’s main character, Chandler Bliss, 
became a way for Weston to explore those 
questions through a human lens.
	 For Weston, living in Grimes has been a 
source of creative inspiration.
	 “It is a place where you still feel a strong 
sense of community and connection,” he says. 
“That kind of environment reminds me of the 
values I grew up with in Kentucky and those I 
carried with me from my time in the military. It 
helps ground my writing.”
	 When Weston sits down to tell a story, he 
focuses on real people, real families and the kind 
of world being built for the next generation. 
He says Grimes offers a genuine sense of pride, 
support and neighborly care that is not always 
present elsewhere.
	 “It reminds me a lot of the values I hold 
dear: faith, family and service,” Weston says. 
“Being part of a community like this keeps me 
inspired and reminds me who I am writing for.”
	 For readers who pick up his book, Weston 
hopes it leaves them thinking.
	 “I want them to feel the weight of the 
choices the characters face and ask themselves 
what they would do in the same situation,” he 
says. “I also hope it reminds people that progress 
is not just about moving forward — it is about 
holding on to the things that define us. Faith, 
family, freedom and the dignity of honest work 
should never be left behind.”
	 Although he is passionate about writing, 
Weston says being a husband and father comes 

first, and that perspective shapes everything he 
writes.
	 “It keeps me focused on what really 
matters,” he says. “My background in the 
military and my education in homeland security 
also influence the way I think about conflict, risk 
and human behavior. All of that comes together 
in my stories, even in a setting like 1884 
Hanover in ‘The Last Candlemaker.’ ”

	 He adds that the novel is more than a story 
about candles and electricity. It is ultimately a 
story about people.
	 “It is about standing firm when the world 
around you is changing faster than you can keep 
up. If readers are looking for a story with heart, 
tension and a deeper message about what it 
means to stay true to your values, I believe they 
will find it here.” n

NEIGHBOR

WESTON explores tradition in debut novel
Book reflects on faith, family and the cost of progress.

By Lindsey Giardino

A.R. Weston is a published author, but, more importantly, a husband and father.
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DALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMES

GO MUSTANGS!GO MUSTANGS!GO MUSTANGS!GO MUSTANGS!
Love Comes in Fur & Paws!

515-416-4255 
5700 West Pkwy, Johnston, IA

woofpackresort.com

Enrichment Daycare
Boarding • Grooming
Enrichment Daycare

Boarding • Grooming

Serving Central 
Iowa for 20 years!

515-202-9481515-202-9481
info@deaverelectricinc.cominfo@deaverelectricinc.com
deaverelectricinc.comdeaverelectricinc.com

PROUDLY LOCATED IN GRIMES.  
1000 SE 19TH STREET

INNOVATING 
QUALITY 

COMMERICAL VEHICLES 
FOR THE FUTURE SINCE 1940

515-425-3221

FXBGRIMES.COM

Schedules are subject 
to change. Scan for  

up-to-date schedule.
www.gobound.com

DATE TIME OPPONENT LOCATION 
May 21 7:30PM Valley DCG HS BB/SB Field
May 26 7:00PM Fort Dodge DCG HS BB/SB Field
May 27 7:30PM Pella Christian Pella Christian High School
May 29 7:30PM Pella DCG HS BB/SB Field
May 30 10:00AM Missouri Valley Clarinda Lied Recreation Center
May 30 12:00PM Clarinda Clarinda Lied Recreation Center
May 30 2:00PM Bedford Clarinda Lied Recreation Center
June 1 5:30PM Oskaloosa Oskaloosa High School
June 1 7:30PM Oskaloosa Oskaloosa High School
June 3 7:30PM Indianola Indianola High School
June 4 7:15PM Winterset Winterset High School
June 6 11:00AM Fort Dodge George Davis Softball Park
June 6 3:00PM Waukee Northwest George Davis Softball Park
June 8 7:30PM Newton DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 10 5:30PM Norwalk DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 10 7:30PM Norwalk DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 12 5:30PM Pella Christian DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 12 7:30PM Pella Christian DCG HS BB/SB Field

DATE TIME OPPONENT LOCATION 
June 13 8:00AM Multiple Schools Creston High School
June 15 5:30PM Pella Pella High School
June 15 7:30PM Pella Pella High School
June 17 7:30PM Oskaloosa DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 19 5:30PM Indianola DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 19 7:30PM Indianola DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 20 10:45AM Bettendorf Northwest High School
June 20 12:30PM Urbandale Northwest High School
June 22 7:30PM Carlisle DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 24 5:30PM Newton Newton High School
June 24 7:30PM Newton Newton High School
June 25 7:30PM Norwalk Norwalk Middle School
June 26 9:00AM Multiple Schools Jefferson Softball Field
June 27 8:30AM Multiple Schools Jefferson Softball Field
June 30 7:00PM Southeast Polk Southeast Polk
July 3 11:00AM Multiple Schools Burnett Complex
July 7 7:30PM Waukee Northwest DCG HS BB/SB Field

V SOFTBALL
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SUMMER SPORTS SCHEDULES 2026

DALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMESDALLAS CENTER-GRIMES

Scott Gustafson Owner / Agent 
515-992-3732 | gus@gitinsurance.com

GOOD LUCK 
MUSTANGS!

HOME • AUTO • LIFE • BUSINESS • FARM

1541 S.E. 3rd St., Suite 300 
Grimes

515-986-4001
www.gpdentalassociates.com

515-986-2841
1830 SE Princeton Ste A, Grimes
www.prairieviewah.com

think local  •  2024  •  think local  •  2024  •  think local  •  2024  •  think local  •  2024  • think local  •  
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IOWA

RESIDENTS’ CHOICE

AWARD
NORTHWEST METRO

WINNER

exchange.realestate
515-393-4688

SAVE 
 MORE MONEY 
SELLING YOUR 

HOME.

Adel
515-993-4581

Grimes
515-452-0812

Dallas Center
515-992-9200

Perry
515-465-3521

V BASEBALL
DATE TIME OPPONENT LOCATION 
May 21 7:00PM Ankeny Centennial DCG HS BB/SB Field
May 25 7:00PM ADM DCG HS BB/SB Field
May 27 5:00PM Pella Christian Pella Christian High School
May 27 7:00PM Pella Christian Pella Christian High School
May 28 7:00PM Waukee Northwest Northwest High School
May 29 7:00PM Pella DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 1 5:00PM Oskaloosa Oskaloosa High School
June 1 7:00PM Oskaloosa Oskaloosa High School
June 3 7:00PM Indianola Indianola High School
June 5 10:00AM Ballard Burnett Complex
June 5 3:00PM Algona DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 8 7:00PM Newton DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 10 5:00PM Norwalk DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 10 7:00PM Norwalk DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 11 5:45PM Humboldt Iowa Central Community College
June 12 7:00PM Pella Christian DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 15 5:00PM Pella Pella High School
June 15 7:00PM Pella Pella High School
June 17 7:00PM Oskaloosa DCG HS BB/SB Field
June 19 5:00PM Indianola Burnett Complex

DATE TIME OPPONENT LOCATION 
June 19 7:00PM Indianola Burnett Complex
June 24 5:00PM Newton H.A. Lynn Baseball Field
June 24 7:00PM Newton H.A. Lynn Baseball Field
June 26 7:00PM Norwalk Norwalk Middle School
June 27 10:00AM Carlisle Burnett Complex
June 27 2:30PM Bishop Heelan Burnett Complex
June 29 5:00PM Van Meter Van Meter School
June 30 5:00PM Waukee Waukee Softball/Baseball Complex
June 30 7:00PM Waukee Waukee Softball/Baseball Complex
July 3 7:00PM North Polk North Polk High School
July 6 7:00PM Johnston DCG HS BB/SB Field
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INVESTMENT By Daniel Rundahl

As a child, I remember a conversation on the 
farm with my grandfather about listening to and 
learning from animals. Growing up on a dairy 
farm in southwest Wisconsin, I absorbed lessons 
about patterns, patience and the steady rhythms 
of life — lessons that apply surprisingly well to 
investing.
	 Market volatility often reveals more about 
investor psychology than about underlying 
fundamentals. When prices swing sharply, many 
investors abandon long-term strategies in favor of short-term reactions 
driven by fear or greed. While markets evolve, human behavior tends to 
repeat itself.
	 During downturns, panic selling is a common response. Investors see 
losses and rush to “cut” them, often locking in declines that might have 
been temporary. This was evident during the 2008 financial crisis or the 
dot-com bubble, when enthusiasm for high-growth technology stocks 
quickly turned to fear, and many exited after prices had already fallen.
	 On the other side of volatility, strong market rallies can lead to 
overconfidence and “herd behavior.” Investors often chase performance, 
buying assets that have already risen significantly. This fear of missing 
out can inflate bubbles and increase risk, reinforcing the inverted cycle of 
buying high and selling low.
	 One of the strongest arguments for disciplined investing is the 
importance of staying invested to capture the market’s best days. 
Historically, a large portion of long-term returns comes from a small 
number of strong trading days — often occurring during periods of 
heightened uncertainty. Missing even a few of these days can significantly 
reduce overall returns. During the COVID-19 market downturn, some 
of the strongest gains occurred shortly after the greatest losses, making it 
difficult for those who left the market to re-enter at the right time.
	 This creates a paradox: The days that feel the most uncertain are 
often the ones that deliver the greatest growth. Because these moments 
are unpredictable and often staggered around market lows, attempting to 
time the market becomes extremely challenging — even for professionals.
	 History consistently supports the value of “staying the course.” 
Investors who maintained diversified portfolios through major 
downturns, such as the 2008 crisis, generally recovered and benefited 
from the market’s long-term upward trend. Similarly, those who 
continued investing during the volatility of 2020 not only experienced the 
recovery, but also had the opportunity to buy investments “on sale.”
	 Strategies like dollar-cost averaging reinforce this disciplined 
approach. By investing consistently regardless of market conditions, 
investors naturally purchase more shares when prices are low and fewer 
when prices are high. This reduces the emotional burden of timing 
decisions and helps smooth out market fluctuations over time.
	 Ultimately, successful investing is less about predicting short-term 
movements and more about maintaining exposure to long-term growth. 
Volatility is inevitable, but missing the market’s strongest periods can be 
more damaging than enduring temporary losses. Patience, diversification 
and consistency remain key principles — much like the steady lessons 
learned from life on the farm. n
	
Information provided by Daniel Rundahl, Financial Advisor, Rundahl 
Financial Consultants, 8230 Hickman Road, Suite 300, Clive, 515-727-1701, 
drundahl@rundahlfinanical.com, www.rundahlfinancialconsultants.com.

STAYING the course 
during market volatility

1906 Sycamore Street, Granger
www.assumptiongranger.com

PASTOR-REV. DOMINIC ASSIM
PO Box 159, Granger • 515-999-2239 • parish@assumptiongranger.com

1st Saturday of the Month morning Mass at 8am
MASS TIMES: Mon-Fri: 8am | Sat: 5pm | Sun: 9am & 5pm

RECONCILIATION: Saturdays at 4pm

Join Us at AssumptionJoin Us at Assumption
May 21 - Knights of Columbus Council Meeting 
starting with rosary @ 6pm followed w/Mass, Dinner 
& Meeting
May 21 - Catholic Women's Club out to dinner 
this month @ Food Depot 
May 25 - Mass @ Beaver Catholic Cemetery 
starting at 9am for Memorial Day
May 25 - Parish Offices Closed for Memorial Day
May 26 - Rosary @ 7:30pm in the Church
Starting June 1st and going thru August 3rd on 
Monday Nights @ 7pm we will have The Prophets 
Bible Study Classes 
Martial Art Classes are on Monday & Thursday 
Nights (except for the 3rd Thursday of the month) 
6:30-8:30pm. Contact Mark Wheeler to register 
515-577-3599
Every Tuesday @ 7:30pm Rosary followed with 
Adoration
June 7 - Parish Picnic @ Centennial Park starting 
at 11am
June 20 - "Garden of Grace" Ladies Luncheon 
starting at 11am RSVP to Brenda @ 515-999-2239 x3
July 19 - Baptismal Prep Class

REGISTER FOR OUR 
VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL TODAY! 

WWW.RUNDAHLFINANCIAL.COM

Dan Rundahl
8230 Hickman Rd, Suite 300 Clive, IA 50325
Cell: 641-512-8597
Office: 515-355-3892
drundahl@rundahlfinancial.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through CreativeOne Securities, LLC Member FINRA/SIPC and an Investment Advisor. 
LLP Financial Services and CreativeOne Securities, LLC are not affiliated.

WHAT YOU 
PLANT NOW 
MATTERS 
LATER.
Reviewing your investments, 
retirement income strategy, and 
long-term goals now can help 
support a more confident future.

Let’s talk about your plan.
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When Terri and Greg Simmons built their current home in Dallas 
Center in 2018, it was designed, in part, with their dogs in mind.
	 The home accommodates their rescued Newfoundland dogs, 
Parker and Paddington, and features a dedicated dog room with a 
shower and ramps leading to the fenced backyard.
	 “When we constructed our current home, we made sure to 
consider the needs of our aging dogs,” Terri Simmons says. “Our 
fenced yard features two ramps to assist dogs having difficulty 
with stairs in accessing the yard. Additionally, we built a dedicated 
dog room with a low-threshold shower and a groomer-selected 
spray head, making it easier to bathe a 145-pound dog with joint 
issues.”
	 Parker joined the Simmons family after they experienced the 
loss of a full-time dog and a foster dog within a short period, 
which left their remaining dog, Ellie, alone.
	 “We felt she needed a companion,” Simmons says. “Parker 
was a foster with another rescue member, and we believed his 
youthful energy would be beneficial for Ellie.”
	 Paddington arrived at the Simmons home as a foster along 
with another dog. Although a home was eventually found for the 
other dog, the couple decided that Paddington was a keeper, and 
the family grew by one.
	 Newfoundlands have been part of their lives for decades, 
beginning with the adoption of their first rescue from Heart 
of America Newfoundland Rescue in 2005. Since then, the couple has 
adopted, fostered or provided overnight care for 24 Newfoundlands 
through the organization.
	 “I have always had a deep love for animals,” Simmons says. “I recall 
writing an essay in elementary school expressing my passion for rescuing 
cats and dogs. Both my husband, Greg, and I grew up with family pets. 
Cats have been a part of our lives since before we got married, and we 
welcomed our first Newfoundland into our family in 2005.”
	 Rescue pets are special, she says.
	 “I get to see them improve as they get comfortable and come out 
of their shell, as well as see them go to a forever home,” Simmons says. 
“Participating in the rescue process brings me immense joy. It allows me to 
educate others about the positives and challenges of this breed.”
	 Part of that education is teaching prospective owners the realities of pet 
ownership, particularly Newfoundlands.
	 “Quality of breeding and previous life experiences are going to impact 
an animal’s personality and behavior in any given situation,” Simmons 
says. “I believe Newfoundlands are awesome, but they are not for 
everyone.”
	 That’s why, when a rescue dog enters their home, she says a great deal 
of time is taken to understand its needs and work on any issues.
	 When done properly, the rewards are plentiful.
	 “Witnessing a rescue dog grow and thrive while in our care, and 
eventually finding a loving home, is incredibly fulfilling,” Simmons says. 
“While I miss every dog that has passed through our home, I continue to 
love them even after they have found new homes. Every dog that has been 
part of our lives has taught us valuable lessons and has left a lasting impact 
on us.” n

By Daniel Rundahl PETS

A DEEP love
Simmons family has been fostering and adopting Newfoundlands for more than 20 years.

By Darren Tromblay

Terri Simmons and one of her family’s two Newfoundlands, Paddington. 

For a FREE design preview with no 
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RECIPE
SAUSAGE and cheese breakfast bake is easy, filling and practical
Mornings get busy, which is why I 
love having a breakfast recipe I can 
rely on. This one checks every box 
for me. It is incredibly easy to make 
— just mix, pour and bake — with 
simple ingredients I usually already 
have in the fridge. No complicated 
steps. No mess. No standing over the 
stove while trying to get ready for the 
day. I love the idea of cooking once 
and enjoying for days.
	 What I appreciate most is how protein-packed this 
recipe is. Between the eggs, sausage and cheeses, it is the 
kind of breakfast that actually keeps you full and focused all 
morning. I am not reaching for a snack an hour later, which 
makes a big difference on busy days.
	 It is also perfectly sized for real life. The recipe makes 
enough for two people to enjoy breakfast for a couple of days, 
which means less cooking and more convenience. Or, double 
the batch and freeze some for future quick meals. I can warm 
up a slice and have a hot, satisfying meal in minutes. Easy, 
filling and practical — exactly how breakfast should be. n

Information provided by Jolene Goodman, vice president of Big 
Green Umbrella Media.

INGREDIENTS:
•	 8 large eggs
•	 1/4 cup water
•	 2/3 cup cottage cheese
•	 1/2 cup shredded 

mozzarella cheese
•	 1/2 package of Jimmy 

Dean breakfast 
sausage cooked, 
crumbled

•	 1 teaspoon Nature’s 
Seasoning

DIRECTIONS:
•	 Preheat oven to 350 F. Lightly grease a small baking dish (8-inch by 8-inch 

works well). 
•	 Blend eggs, water and cottage cheese for 10-15 seconds in a blender. 
•	 Combine with mozzarella and sausage and pour into the prepared baking 

dish. Spread evenly. 
•	 Bake for 30-35 minutes or until the center is set and the top is lightly golden. 

Rest for 5 minutes, then slice and serve. 
•	 Vary this recipe by adding sauteed onions, peppers or mushrooms. Pictured is 

the original recipe plus a version with peppers and mushrooms. n

Savory sausage and cheese breakfast bake

By Jolene Goodman
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Anyone 16 years or older must have a valid Iowa 
fishing license to fish in public waters. Licenses can 
be purchased online through GoOutdoorsIowa.
com or in person at many local retailers, including 
Walmart, HyVee, Casey’s, etc. The cost for an Iowa 
resident annual license is currently $22, and licenses 
must be renewed each year unless you qualify for a 
lifetime (“forever”) license. A separate trout fee is 
required if you plan to fish for or possess trout.
	 Under a standard license, one person may fish with up 
to two poles at the same time. Iowa also offers a lowcost 
“bonus line” license that allows the use of a third pole. 
Shortterm licenses are available if you only plan to fish for a 
specific event or short period.
	 Nonresidents must also have a fishing license. 
Nonresident licenses are available in annual and shortterm 
versions and cost more than resident licenses.
	 You must carry your license (physical or electronic) 
while fishing and show it to a conservation officer if asked.
	 A typical ticket for fishing without a license is 
about $135.50, which includes the fine, court costs and 
surcharges. Repeat offenses can result in higher fines and 
loss of fishing privileges. 
	 There are limits on how many fish of any specific kind 
or combination that you can catch and/or possess in a day, 
some as low as three. Often, there are different limits for 
lakes versus rivers and streams. Also, there are very strict 
catch and release rules, also linked to which type of fish 
and which water source. It is quite complicated, and a link 
to the DNR article that has a very comprehensive table is 
included at the end of this article. 
	 If you keep even one fish over the legal limit, each 
illegal fish can be charged separately. Officers can confiscate 
fish and issue multiple citations for a single stop.
	 Fishing on private property is trespass, even for minors. 
In large part, the “No Fishing” sign is by requirement of the 
landowner’s insurance company. If you drown, you can bet 
someone is going to file a lawsuit against the landowner’s 
insurance. If you are bound and determined to fish on 
private property, be responsible and ask for permission. 
	 A wealth of information can be 
found at the DNR website. 2018 Iowa 
Fishing Regulations, www.iowadnr.gov/
media/6063/download?inline or scan this 
QR code. n
		
Information provided by Cynthia P. Letsch, JD, CMP, 
Letsch Law Firm, 112 N.E. Ewing St., Suite D, Grimes, 
515-986-2810, www.LetschLawFirm.com. 
AI was not used in the creation of this article. 

By Cynthia P. Letsch, JD, CMP

FISHING in Iowa
Things to know before you cast a line

LEGAL

515-986-2810
www.LetschLawFirm.com

112 NE Ewing St., Suite D, Grimes, Iowa 
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Certified Medicaid Planner™

Iowa’s Only Special Needs Alliance Member
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The opportunity is open to 
responsible students who have 
completed at least sixth grade 
and are interested in gaining 
hands-on experience while 
helping create a fun and safe 
environment.
	 The position is volunteer-
based and offers students the 
chance to earn Silver Cord 
hours while building skills that 
translate to future employment. 
Volunteers play a key role, 
particularly during busy theme 
nights, helping ensure activities 
run smoothly and safely.
	 Responsibilities may include 
assisting with games and 
activities, supporting younger 
skaters, helping with cleaning 
tasks and monitoring the rink to 
promote a positive environment. 
Volunteers are also expected to follow directions from supervisors and 
serve as role models for younger participants.
	 Students interested in volunteering can learn more or sign up by 
emailing skatemanager@dallascenter.com.
	 As the season gets underway, organizers hope the rink continues to 
serve as a gathering place for the community — powered not just by 
skates and music, but by the volunteers who help make it all possible.n

Summer fun is rolling back into Dallas Center.
	 The Dallas Center Skating Rink will open for the season May 29, 
welcoming skaters of all ages for evenings filled with music, fun and 
community connection. Throughout the summer, the rink will host 
themed Friday nights, adding an extra layer of excitement to the weekly 
lineup.
	 Behind the scenes, however, the Skate Shack depends on community 
support to keep things running smoothly.
	 Nicole Waller, one of the Skate Shack managers, along with 
co-manager Darla MacConnell, is inviting local students to get involved 
through a volunteer program designed to support rink operations. 

By Lindsey Giardino

VOLUNTEERS make Skate Shack happen
Community-powered rink kicks off season with music, themes and student involvement.

GOOD NEIGHBOR

GOODNEIGHBOR
2026

PRESENTED BY IOWA LIVING MAGAZINES

AWARD

Skate Park managers Nicole Waller 
and  Darla MacConnell encourage 
volunteers to help with events.

Do you know a Good Neighbor 
who deserves recognition? 

Nominate at tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

Roller Skating
WHERE: Dallas Center Roller-Skating Rink, Mound Park

WHEN: Tuesday and Friday evenings, 7-9 p.m., from the last 
Friday in May through August; Fridays in September, 6-8 
p.m. (weather permitting)

DETAILS: Free skating, theme nights and fun for the entire 
family. Quad skates and inline skates available at no charge, 
sizes toddler to adult. Scooters and skateboards also 
available. One Tuesday a month, June 2, July 7 and Aug. 4, 
hoverboards and the like will be permitted. Skating will also 
be held Saturday, Aug. 29, during Dallas Center Fall Festival, 
along with a lip sync contest at the site.
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SEPTAGON Construction 
welcomes Bielfelt
Septagon Construction has welcomed 
Bryan Bielfelt to its Grimes division 
as construction manager. In this role, 
Bielfelt will oversee field operations, 
workforce coordination and project 
execution, with a focus on efficiency, 
safety, building relationships and 
delivering high-quality outcomes 
for customers. He will also support 
the continued growth of Septagon’s 
maintenance, warehouse and repair 
services.
	 Bielfelt brings extensive 
experience in commercial concrete 
construction and field operations. 
Most recently, he served as chief 
operating officer at Freedom 
Flatwork, where he led field 
operations, estimating and project 
management.
	 “Bryan has built strong relationships with our team over nearly two 
decades working alongside us as a subcontractor,” said Brad Leonard, 
president of Septagon’s Grimes division. “He brings a solutions-oriented 
mindset and a deep understanding of what it takes to deliver successful 
projects. We’re excited to have him on board.”
	 Bielfelt attended Des Moines Area Community College in Boone and 
then transitioned into hands-on construction work. He gained experience 
in grading, paving and asphalt before spending eight seasons at Concrete 
Technologies Inc. in Grimes. There he advanced from trimmer operator 
to leading the commercial floor division and managing large-scale projects, 
including supervising the Brownells manufacturing project completed with 
Septagon.
	 “I’ve developed a deep respect for Septagon and its commitment to 
quality and teamwork,” Bielfelt said. “I’m excited to join the team and 
continue delivering strong results for our customers.” n

1,000 Books before Kindergarten 
is a nationwide program hosted 
at Grimes Public Library to 
encourage families to read 1,000 
books together before a child 
reaches kindergarten. It is a fun 
and free way to start your child 
on the path to success with prizes 
at every 100 books. Stop by the 
library to sign up.
 
Name: Analia Howell
Parents: Ashlee and Mike Howell
Age: 5
Favorite book: “Perfectly Messed-
Up Story”
Favorite animal: Horse n

LIBRARY

NEWS BRIEF

NEWS BRIEF

NEW 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten finisher at 
Grimes Public Library

Bryan Bielfelt recently joined 
Septagon Construction’s 
Grimes division as construction 
manager.

GRIMES city project 
highlights
Grimes city officials included updates on a few of the projects in Grimes in 
the city’s monthly newsletter.
	 • South James Street: The road is expected to reopen in mid-May.
	 • East First Street and Gateway Intersection Improvements: Work on 
the turn lane extension continues and paving has or will start soon.
	 • Lions Park: The trails and other surfaces were paved. Crews will work 
on finalizing the playground installation, and the park is on track to open 
in June.
	 • Southeast 19th Street and James: Southeast 19th Street will close 
from about Jacob Street to the intersection when South James Street 
reopens. The intersection of South James and Southeast 19th Street will 
remain open. 
	 • Southeast Second Street Water Main Replacement: The water service 
switches should be finalized now and restoration work underway.
	 • Southeast Fifth Street and Southeast Sixth Street Reconstruction: 
Crews are wrapping up the storm sewer installation and will then begin 
prepping to pave the road.
	 • Public Administration Building: Site grading continues. The grading 
for the building pad is complete.
	 Find a full list of city and development projects at grimesiowa.gov/
projects. n

Locally owned, operated and insured

TEXT, CALL OR MESSAGE FOR A FREE QUOTE!  515-587-8171

WE MOW 
LAWNS!
WE OFFER 
AERATION!
WE DO 
LANDSCAPING!
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The Grimes Chamber and Economic Development 
organization has long played an important role in 
helping shape a strong, connected and growing 
community. Through the support of hundreds of 
local businesses, service providers and community 
partners, the Chamber works to advance initiatives 
that strengthen our local economy, support 
business success and enhance the quality of life in 
Grimes.
	 From community events (i.e. Governors Days) 
and business advocacy to leadership programming, the 
work of the chamber is ultimately a reflection of the 
people who make up this community. It is a shared 
effort, built on relationships, trust and a willingness to 
invest in something bigger than any one individual or 
organization.
	 It has been a privilege to be a small part of that work 
over the past two decades. I am sincerely grateful to the 
many members, volunteers, board leaders and community 
partners who have contributed their time, energy and 
ideas along the way. The progress we have seen in Grimes 
is something the entire community can take pride in.
	 As we look to the future, I am pleased to share that 
Jennifer Chittenden, IOM, assumed the role of president 
of the Grimes Area Chamber of Commerce on May 11.
	 Jennifer is a longtime resident of Grimes who 
understands what makes this community special. She 
brings experience as past executive director of the Des 
Moines Downtown Chamber and a strong appreciation 
for local businesses, a collaborative mindset and a 
genuine desire to serve. I am confident she will continue 
to build on the chamber’s work while helping guide it 
into the next chapter.
	 Jennifer shares that same perspective. “As I prepare 
to step into this role, I feel grateful for the opportunity 
to serve the community that has been home to my 
family for more than 20 years,” she says. “I’m inspired 
by the strong network of businesses, dedicated staff, 
and engaged leadership that already exists. In the 
months ahead, I look forward to listening, learning and 
connecting with people throughout the community. I’m 
excited to get started and to meet many more of you 
along the way.”
	 Grimes has always been a community that grows 
through collaboration and shared commitment. With 
continued involvement from local businesses and 
residents, there is every reason to be confident in what 
lies ahead. #lovegrimes n
	
Information provided by Brian Buethe, President | CEO, 
www.GrimesIowa.com

LOOKING ahead
Welcoming new leadership for the Grimes Chamber

CHAMBER By Brian Buethe

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
 4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
88  FREE FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
78237XDS    separately $300.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

SAVE 57%

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping 
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be 

substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales 
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 78237XDS

Order 
Now!

Scan Now To Order

GET 8
FREE
BURGERS
A $22 value!
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NEW!   NEW!   NEW! 

NEW FOR 2026, this Digital Wedding Guide is packed full of ideas, 
products and services offered by the area's finest local small businesses! 

This Wedding Guide sponsored by: Barnes Place • Iris Aisle • Dave’s Jewelry  
• Crown Point Community Center • A Ray Love Photography • Aloft Hotel  

• Bell Flower • Celebrations Couture • New Harp Productions • Pop’n Sisters  
• The Meridian - Events & Catering • Top It Off Liquid Catering • Wedding Show Productions

SE
ARCH NOW

!
SEARCH NOW

!

SEARCH FOR LOCAL PRODUCTS & SERVICES. SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW!SEARCH FOR LOCAL PRODUCTS & SERVICES. SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW!

www.iowalivingmagazines.com/wedding-guide-2026

CREATE THE

PERFECT WEDDING

Wedding
Guide

Digital
2026
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OUT & ABOUT

Johnston / Grimes Fire Chief  Percy Coleman and Grimes City 
Administrator Jake Anderson

Nick Reggio and Ryan Nicholson Curtis Pion and Polk County Sheriff  Kevin 
Schneider

David Gish and Colleen Miller

Adam Ostert, John Palmer and Tony Sposeto 

Cole Schimelfenig and Ryleah Cross

Erin Huiatt and Jay Brewer

The Grimes Chamber Lunch 
was held at the Grimes 
Public Library on April 15.

CHAMBER 
Lunch
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DCG Junior Varsity boys 
soccer competed at Grimes 
High School on May 12.

VARSITY 
Soccer

OUT & ABOUT

Brycen Wineland

Dalton White

Cole Irlmeier

Logan Renshaw

Grayson MosherCalen Harrington

Gabriel BennettKellen Spooner Landon CarterElisha Franje

Josh Glay

Bennett Eason
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CLASSIFIEDS
DISCLAIMER: This publication does not know-
ingly accept advertising that is deceptive, fraud-
ulent, or which might otherwise violate the 
law or accepted standards of taste. However, 
this publication does not warrant or guaran-
tee the accuracy of any advertisement, or the 
quality of the goods or services advertised. 
Readers are cautioned to thoroughly investigate 
all claims made in any advertisement and to use 
good judgment and reasonable care, particu-
larly when dealing with persons unknown to you 
who ask for money in advance of delivery of the 
goods or services advertised. 
	
WANT TO BUY
	 WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile 
home 1990 and newer CENTURY HOMES of 
OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)
	
AUTOMOBILES
	 GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)
	 Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visu-
ally impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 
977-7030 today! (mcn)
	 Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE 
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331 
today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET
	 AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call now for a free quote 
and see how much you can save! 1-833-472-
7954. (mcn)
	 DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on 
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first 
three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime, 
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice 

package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL
	 END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY. Let us make 
your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with 
high tax amounts? Our A+ tax professionals can 
help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax 
now 1-877-353-1295 (mcn)
	 Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are 
way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do 
you have $10k or more in debt? Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your 
debt for significantly less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
	 DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details! 
1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258 (mcn)
	 PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)
	 STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE! 
A recent study shows that a majority of people 
struggle to pay for health coverage. Let us show 
you how much you can save. Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. You will need 
to have your zip code to connect to the right 
provider. (mcn)
	 ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! 
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You 
with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators. 
FREE information kit. Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)
	 AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first hearing 
aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, 
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free 
shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 mil-
lion happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-698-
3418 (mcn)

HOME SERVICES
	 Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service and if 
we can’t fix it, we’ll replace it! Pick the plan that 
fits your budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128. (mcn)
	 WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION. Our 
trusted professionals will restore your home 
to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available! (mcn)
	 JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a new, 
custom bath or shower in as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs! 
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-855-
414-0768 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS
	 Reach over 1.4 million homes for just $249! 
Advertise your business or item with a classi-
fied ad in the Midwest Free Community Papers. 
Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. One call, 
and you’re done! Boost your visibility now! 888-
899-6327. (mcn)
	 NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-6323. (mcn)
	 INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept the 
insurance company’s first offer. Many injured 
parties are entitled to cash settlements in the 
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see what your 
case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call 
Now: 1-833-879-1534. (mcn)
	 Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to 
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a power 
move. (mcn)
	 THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or 

No Payments and No Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Military Discounts 
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)
	 NO MORE CLEANING out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable warranty. 
Call today 1-855-577-1268 to schedule a FREE 
inspection and no obligation estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Plus, Military & Seniors 
get an additional 10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see representative for war-
ranty and offer details. (mcn)
	 SUNSETTER. AMERICA’S NUMBER ONE 
AWNING! Instant shade at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio into an outdoor 
oasis. Up to 10-year limited warranty. Call now 
and SAVE $350 today! 1-855-462-2330

REAL ESTATE
	 WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today for your fair 
cash offer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY
	 BUYING AND SELLING silver and gold coins, 
bars, silver dollars, rare coins. Same retail loca-
tion 44 years. Compare prices before you buy/
sell. Own 1,625 acres of land near Ormsby, MN. 
Can be open seven days. 507-235-3886 / 507-
399-9982. Kuehl’s Coins. (mcn)
	 CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6646. (mcn)
	 WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins 
/ Banjos. 1-833-641-7028. (mcn)

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Common hood styleLeafFilter®

Tested and proven 
gutter protection.

25% off  
LeafFilter Gutter Protection

Schedule your free inspection and estimate today!

1-855-595-2102 Promo Code: 285

We install year-round – Exp: 6/30/26 Special off er– Save up to*

*Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with any 
other off ers. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, 
AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, 
MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, 
ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 
10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912.
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Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
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BIGGEST
SALE

OF THE YEAR*

• 5 YEAR PEACE OF MIND
• 5 YEARS PARTS + LABOR

SALE PRICES GOOD MAY 1-31, 2026

916 Main Street, Adel
Mon-Fri 8-5, Saturday 8-1

515-993-4287

224 Highway 92, Winterset
Mon-Fri 9-5, Saturday 9-1

515-462-2939www.adelwintersettv.com

*Must purchase pair *Must purchase pair

$1,099 

$999 

$699 

$899 $899 

$1,099 $2,099 $1,199 $1,199 

3.5 CU FT. Power 
Wash Cycle. 
Commercial Grade 
Residential Washer.

MVWP586GW MEDP586KW

7.4 CU FT. 
Commercial Grade 
Residential Dryer. 
Wrinkle Control.

EACH

EACH EACH EACH

Dual Power Filtration. 
PowerBlast® cycle. 
Heated Dry. Touch 
controls. Fingerprint 
resistant stainless steel.

MDB4949SKZ

*Must purchase pair

$2,199 

33-Inch Wide Top 
Freezer Refrigerator 
With Evenair™ Cooling 
Tower- 21 Cu. Ft.

MRT711SMFZ

SAVE ON 
ALL MAYTAG® 

MAJOR 
APPLIANCES

25 Cu. Ft. French Door 
Refrigerator PowerCold® 
Feature, Fingerprint 
Resistant, LED Lighting

4.5 cu. ft. Front Load 
Washer with Extra 
Power & 12-hour 
FreshSpin option

Smart Top Load 
Washer with Extra 
Power Button - 5.2 
cu. ft.

7.3 cu. ft. Electric 
Dryer with Extra 
Power & Quick Dry 
Cycle

MZC5216LW

REFRIGERATOR 
OR FREEZER, 

YOUR 
CHOICE!

MZF34X20DW

FREEZERS

MED5630HWMHW5630HW

Smart Top Load 
Electric Dryer 
with Extra Power 
Button - 7.4 cu. ft.

MVW7230HC MED7230HC

MFI2570FEZ

CLOSE-OUT

MRFF4236RZ

25 cu ft, Interior water 
dispenser, Ice maker 

MES8800PZ

Air Fry/True 
Convection, Slide-
in range, Aqua lift 
Self Cleaning

MFGS6030RZ

5 cu. Ft. Oven, 
Power Burner, Air 
Fry/Convection. 
*Additional fee to 
convert to LP

®

CLOSE-OUT
CLOSE-OUT
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HELPING 
FAMILIES 

GROW!

Brian L. Waggoner, M.D
Julie A. Waggoner, ARNP, CPNP 

Schedule your child’s appointment today! (515) 987-0051 
2555 Berkshire Pkwy, Suite A, Clive • waggonerpediatrics.org

We treat 
your 

family like 
our own!

Only trust your family 
with THE BEST!
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