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CITY STATE CSB CUSTOMER LOYALTY OFFER™

CONSTRUGTION

LOANRATE
SNSPECIAL ™

AL NN AVAILABLE NOW!
20 - 7777 A\

5.625% 7.322%|\
RATE* APR*

* Rate available to consumer for custom home construction. APR based on loan amount of $300,000. Origination
fee of 2% of the loan amount, a 5300 commitment fee, and customer closing costs apply. 8 monthly interest
payments estimated at $703.13 per month with a final balloon payment of $300,703.13. Actual monthly pay-
rents of accrued interest are calculated on the amount of credit outstanding and the final payment will depend
upaon payment record (does not include taxes or insurance so actual payments may be greater). 20% down pay-
ment required. Maximum loan to value is 80% of cost or appraised value, whichever is less. Credit qualifications
apply. Rate does not apply to atypical dwellings. Limited time offer. Rates and terms subject to change.

CONTACT A CITY STATE BANK
PROFESSIONAL LENDER TODAY
ABOUTTHIS EXCLUSIVE V| & 4

CUSTOMER LOYALTY OFFER. Chrissy Draper  Steve Davis

515-339-5118 515-240-1111
MMLS #815246 NMLS #478064

**To qualify for the customer loyalty discount, you must have a deposit account with City State Bank that has a direct deposit and auto transfer payments set up.
Discount will remain in place for the life of the loan, Rates and terms subject to change, Credit qualifications apply.

100 NE Jacob Street « Grimes, IA 50111 + 515-986-2265 ¢ citystatebank.com FDIC




WELCOME
TO THE rescue

Some of you have spent a great deal of money on

your cat or dog, and you have a wonderful pet. Some
of you spent the same or more, and you have a lousy
pet. I am convinced that getting a good pet is often
the luck of the draw. Much like with children, genet-
ics and upbringing are important, but they don’t
help explain how one from the same litter can be so
drastically different from the next one.

Jolene and I have had six pets during our time
together — two cats and four dogs. We reluctantly
inherited the first cat, D.C., from Jolene’s parents who went south for
the winter. The other cat, Reggie, was adopted from the Animal Rescue
League. Both were good cats, as far as cats go.

Our first dog, Roxy, was from a rescue league specific to the breed.

It was delivered to us from Missouri, and the dog that showed up didn’t
look anything like the one on the website. But, that was OK, as we loved
that little, chubby, tail-less dog anyway.

We adopted the next dog, Max, from a neighbor’s friend who was
moving out of the country. It was a purebred that he wrote a big check
for. Our third and fourth dogs, Kobie and Layla, came from rescue
leagues again.

These were all adult dogs when we got them, and all but one have
since died. Jolene called them “short-term investments.” Her words, not
mine. The lone survivor is not fond of babies, so it was shipped off to
Jolene’s brother in Washington state for a simpler life once our grandson
was born.

We didn’t pay more than $40 for any pet we had, including adoption
fees. We may have paid more for the right pet, but we simply didn’t see
the need to do so, and we were happy to adopt rescue animals that needed
a home. They certainly all had their quirks. In my experience, every pet
does. For that matter, every human does, too.

Meanwhile, rescue animals have warmed the hearts of many pet-
owners, and they continue to do so. We share a few of their stories in this
issue in hopes that you may be inspired to open your home to a rescue pet
as well.

Have a great month and thanks for reading. ll
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A-fur-ev
HOME

Residents share stories about
the animals they rescued.

| & -
By Ashley Rullestad

Abandoned. Abused. Neglected. The world is full
of animals — big and small — that don’t know

the comfort of a full belly, a warm place to sleep,

<
and the love of a caring owner. Some people seek -~ :
| out these needy animals when looking to add < 5
a pet to their family. Others come across them t —
unexpectedly and are moved to rescue them. P
Whatever the case, rescued pets often give their ’ y 2 J ! j Katie Belken with Tyrone.’ *
humans as much love as they receive. =+ v . Photo by Todd Rullestad
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FEATURE

A dog'’s life

Katie Belken is an animal person. She owns Teddy’s

Ruff Riders, a mobile dog grooming company in
Grimes. She also teaches dog grooming at Des Moines
Area Community College, as well as pet CPR and first
aid.

“Working with dogs, you already see and know
about all the heart-breaking rescues, so we just wanted
to help,” she says.

Belken started fostering animals a while back, and
while she has mostly worked with the Animal Rescue
League, she has also fostered through Paws N Claws
from Newton as needed. Over Thanksgiving, the family
fostered the cutest cocker spaniel pup.

Their current foster is named PollyAnna. She’s a
6-month-old pocket pitbull, and Belken met her when
she took a class to do volunteer grooming at the ARL.

“She had just come in and was in such bad shape.
She had suspected chemical burns on her face, was too
skinny, had an obvious foot deformity from living in
a kennel her entire short life, and I decided we had to
take her. 'm a sucker, and my husband’s an enabler.”

Belken has decided, in addition to fostering, this

summer she would like to do even more to help local
rescues. This summer, she will have a booth at the Luc Meeks and Nora Belken with Girly and Pollyanna (foster). Photo by Todd Rullestad

| T | DOES YOUR HOME NEED
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New floorsis
the answer?

Carpet * Hardwood
Laminate * Tile « Luxury vinyl -

Apply now for12 MONTH INTEREST FREE FINANCING  IMESEICCEN TV IELHCIE UL

Glass tile * Metal tile

Visit our website for details and restrictions.

Come check out our HUGE showroom!

4925 NW JOHNSTON DRIVE, JOHNSTON

THE
FLOORING 515-508-0024 x« www.theflooringguysdsm.com
(‘%i% G'UYS Family-owned, local business operating since 1999.

TILE
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FEATURE

Grimes farmers market monthly

to clip nails for the dogs in the
community, and she is going to
invite local rescues to come and
bring adoptable dogs for people to
meet (and hopefully take home). She
will then donate a portion of what
they make from the nail trims to the
rescue.

“Two of our resident dogs are
foster failures and both our cats are
also adopted. We've had dogs have
litters of puppies at our house. Our
daughter, Nora, has grown up with
this, and we always told her we can’t
keep them all because sometimes we
are just a safe place for them to learn

how to be loved right.”

A service rescue

Michelle Jordan rescued her dog,
Wrangler, from the ARL when she
was about 6 months old. A lab/
mastiff mixed breed, Jordan knew she
was special and could help people.

“Together, we went through

6  Grimes/Dallas Center Ziny magazine  marcH | 2026

training and received her AKC Good
Canine Certification, and then we
went on, and she received her AKC
CGC-C (community canine) and
then received CGC-Urban. Now she
serves as a therapy dog.”

Jordan is a teacher, and when she
worked in Johnston, Wrangler went
to school with her every day, along
with her sister, Wrigley, the golden
retriever. Last year, Jordan started
teaching in the Waukee School
District, and they currently do not
allow therapy dogs in their school
district, so now Wrangler helps
out around the community when
needed.

“We are hoping that we can
eventually get Waukee school district
to allow therapy dogs. It’s a work in
progress. Right now, she is working
with a group of girls that lost one of
their soccer teammates on the UFA
soccer club. Sometimes, a dog’s love
is just what you need to get through

a hard time.”

Wrangler, Michelle Jordan’s rescu

PROTECT
YOURSELF!

e

e dog, was adopted from the ARL.

DID YOU
KNOW?

The FTC estimates that
as many as 9 million
Americans have their

identities stolen
each year?

Start Today with our Credit Monitoring Service
and GET 3 MONTHS FREE!"

This is not a trial version - you will get full service with:

v Monitoring

ADEL | 515-993-4581
GRIMES | 515-452-0812

v Detection

7
1 od

v Alerts

Raccoon
Valley Bank

www.RaccoonValleyBank.com

DALLAS CENTER | 515-992-9200
PERRY | 515-465-3521

*May change without notice. Free for 1 adult, 90 days starting the day enrolled. If not canceled
within 90 days of sign-up, customer agrees to $5.00 monthly charge, beginning 91 days after

www.iowalivingmagazines.com

enrollment until canceled with bank.

Ends April 30, 2026.




FEATURE

A helping paw

In 2018, Matthew Strom decided he wanted
a dog and was not interested in buying from a
breeder.

“Years before, some friends had boxers, and
I fell in love with the breed after spending a ton
of time with them, so I applied and adopted/
rescued my first dog, Jax. He was literally hours
from being thrown out of the house when I was
told about him, so, late one January night, I
headed to Omaha and picked him up.”

In late 2019, Strom moved to Grimes and
wanted to add another dog. He had watched
Fergie sit in the rescue for close to a year and
decided to give that senior girl, 11 at the time, a
home to live out the rest of her life.

After that, he wanted to give back to the
organization and decided, through fostering,
he would be able to help more than just one
dog. However, fostering can have a learning
curve. His first couple of experiences weren't
fully positive, only because he wasn't prepared
for what fostering entailed. But, since then,
numerous dogs have been in and out of the
house, each one with their own personality and
obstacles to overcome.

“While I've wanted to keep almost each and
every one of them, it’s rewarding seeing them go
to a forever home. Long story short, I wanted to
give back to the organization that gave so much
to me, and now I just can’t say no to giving
them a stop on the way to their forever home.”

Pure kitty love

Kristen McCaslin rescued her tuxedo cat, Stache,
from AHeinz57 rescue when he was only a year
old. The cat was found under a car in a library
parking lot. Kristen has been an animal lover
since she was a kid.

“I remember my first dog was a chow named
Coco, and we shared ice cream when we were
living in Alaska, so I'd have been 2 years old
when we got him. Then it was dogs and cats,
and I have never been afraid of anything since.”

The McCaslins moved to their house in
2020, and, after renting for so long with pet
deposits, her husband said he was OK with
adding a cat to the family if it was the right one.
They both knew they wanted bigger cats, and,
one November night, her husband sent a picture
of Stache, and McCaslin called right away to ask
about him.

“The foster mom happened to be there with
him because she was going to be leaving on a

Matthew Strom, Fergie, Jax and Mark Groepper.

fr
y

Stache the cat completes the McCaslin family.

vacation, so I jumped in the car and drove to reasons, there was more. They are sure Stache
meet him. He is a bigger tuxedo boy. Not fat, was just the right cat at the right time. They
just tall and muscular and bigger, and that was have since added another male cat, making 40
that. He was meant for us.” pounds total of pure kitty love and completing

Though they rescued mainly for budgetary their household. l
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F I NA N C E By Bryce Block

| TAXING Social Security benefits:
clearing the confusion

When the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA)
was passed in 2025, there was some confusion in
messaging from the Social Security Administration
about taxation of benefits.'> Here is an overview to
help clarify any questions you have on taxing Social
Security benefits.

What does OBBBA do and not do for seniors?
OBBBA does not change the rules for taxing

Social Security benefits. OBBBA does provide an
additional $6,000 deduction for taxpayers 65 and older ($12,000
for a married couple) for tax years 2025-2028. However, this

Extensive Selection of:
Ray Ban, Prada, Tom Ford, Oakley, deduction has no direct relationship with your Social Security

Nike, Kate Spade, Tiffany & Co benefits. The deduction phases out at higher income levels:
$75,000-$175,000 for single filers, $150,000—-$250,000 for joint
filers.

I/ Ray Ban Meta and
i Oakley Meta glasses |1

A/

% TOTAL FAMILY
,) EYE CARE

515.986.1234 www.totalfamilyeye.com
YOUR EYE HEALTH SPECIALISTS

Taxation of Social Security benefits is based on income. That

means the additional senior deduction should reduce the number
of people who have to pay taxes on their Social Security benefits
by reducing their taxable income.

According to the White House, 64% of Social Security
beneficiaries did not pay taxes on their benefits before OBBBA,
and the new senior deduction will increase that to 88%.?

How are Social Security benefits taxed? The tax liability

for Social Security benefits is based on your combined

o] o] income, defined by the IRS as your adjusted gross income plus
J@m % @t AS Sumpﬁl@ tax-exempt interest plus one-half of your Social Security benefits.
If your combined income exceeds a base amount of $25,000

Stations of the Cross: March 20 & 27 at 5pm Divine Mercy Novena: April 4 at 7:30am

followed with Mass for single filers or $32,000 for joint filers, you may owe federal

Holy Saturday: Easter Vigil at 7:45pm . o . . X
Evening Prayer: March 22 & 29 at 430pm income taxes on up to 50% of your Social Security benefits. If
Martial Arts: Mondays & Thursdays (except 3rd

Thursday of the month) at 6:30-8:30pm

S i M Sam & 10am (M Spm M2y your combined income exceeds a higher base amount of $34,000

Religious Education Classes LAST class is April 8 for single filers or $44,000 for joint filers, you may owe federal

Call Mark Wheeler to register 515-577-3599 ; i
9 ‘ Assumption Book Clubs: April 11 & May 9:at 9am income taxes on up to 85% of your benefits.
Hosary: uesdjIEiEning 28 3T Divine Mercy Novena: April 12 at 8:30am Considering these rules, the only taxpayers for whom taxation
Mandatory Confirmation Retreat: March 29 from X . -
o 1st Eucharist Practice: April 12 at 10am of benefits will be completely eliminated by the new law are those
Palm Sunday: March 28 & 29 during Mass Confirmation Practice: April 12 at 7pm whose combined income drops below the $25,000/$32,000 base
Divine Mercy Novena: April 5 at 7:30am Confirmation with Bishop Joensen: April 15 at amount.
HOLY WEEK BEGINS 7pm with reception to follow Whether or not your Social Security benefits are taxed, the
“New” Grief(flasés: StaLtS Atpgi;(]; on Friday nights new senior deduction should reduce your tax burden to some
: Apri or 6 weeks at 6:30pm
Holy Thursday: April 2t 7pm . P ) extent. Unfortunately, it comes with a long-term effect on the
Adoration: April 2 from 8pm-10pm 1st Eucharist for 2nd graders: April 19 at 1pm . . . ) ]
) - ) Social Security and Medicare programs, which are funded in part
Adoration April 3 from 6am-7pm Adoration/Benediction: April 21 & May 19 at 6pm

by taxes on Social Security benefits. One estimate suggests that
Good Friday Service: April 3 at 7pm

- ) ) K OF C WEFKLY . the new deduction will move the expiration date of the trust funds
Divine Mercy Novena: begins Good Friday at o ] . . .
7:30am FRIDAY NIGHT FISH { = that help fund Social Security and Medicare up from 2033 to
Adoration: April 3 from 8pm-10pm FRY DURING LENT % 2032, unless Congress takes action to strengthen the programs. ll

Through March 27| 5:30-7pm

Adoration April 4 from 6am-3pm
For more information, please contact Bryce Block with City State Bank

Trust & Investments at 515-986-2265. Not FDIC insured. Not deposits
or other obligations of the bank and are not guaranteed by the bank.
Are subject to investment risk, including possible loss of principal.

1st Saturday of the Month morning Mass at 8am
MASS TIMES: Mon-Fri: 8am | Sat: 5pm | Sun: 9am & 5pm  LENT MASS: Fridays at 5:30pm

RECONCILIATION: Saturdays at 4pm City State Bank does not provide legal advice. Each taxpayer should
1906 Sycamore Street, Granger seek independent advice from a tax and/or legal professional. These
Assumptlon www.assumptiongranger.com materials are based upon publicly available information that may
PASTOR-REV. DOMINIC ASSIM change at any time without notice.

CATHOLIC CHU RCH  P0Box 159, Granger - 515-999-2239 - parish@assumptiongranger.com
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By Ashley Rullestad

EDUCATION
MEET Diann Williamson

DCG principal announces retirement.

Diann Williamson, Heritage
Elementary principal, has
announced her retirement at the
end of the school year. She reflects
on her time at DCG after a busy
and rewarding career in education.
Williamson graduated from
the University of Northern Iowa in
1991 with a degree in elementary
education. She went on to earn
two masters degrees from Viterbo

University: reading specialist and

administration degree. She spent her

Diann Williamson, Heritage
Elementary principal, reflects on
her career.

first five years teaching third and
fourth grades in a suburb outside
Houston, Texas, and moved back
to Towa in 1996. Williamson then
spent time teaching in Waukee,
Johnston and Des Moines public schools before coming
to Dallas Center Grimes.

Since coming to DCG, Williamson has served as
principal of Dallas Center Elementary from 2013-2017
and has served as the principal of Heritage Elementary
since it opened in 2017.

“Opening Heritage Elementary has been one of the
most challenging and rewarding endeavors of my career,”
she says. “T have been fortunate to work with some of the
greatest educators who make Heritage special.”

Williamson has liked being a part of the DCG
family and working with its students, families, teachers
and staff. One of her favorite things about the district
is that DCG is just the right size. It has a small-town
feeling with a metro flair.

During her time in the district, Williamson is
most proud of scoring an exceptional rating on the Iowa
School Performance Profiles in 2022, 2024 and 2025.
She knows that does not happen without a dedicated
and hard-working team. She has been impressed with the
level of dedication, professionalism and excellence the
team at DCG has demonstrated time and time again.

“DCG has been a great place to grow. I have always
felt supported by my administrative team and the
families I serve. I am looking forward to slowing down
and taking time to enjoy the summer with family and
friends. After that, I will be on the lookout for my next

career — I'm just not sure what it is yet.” ll

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

AT UL S
YOUTASTEIT.

Butchers Classic Pack
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 o0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

78237XDS  separately $366:93 312999

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE
OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7199 | 1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 78237XDS

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping
address that includes 78237. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be
substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales
are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/25. 24M7165 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

Scan Now To Order

{[a]

[ I N N N NG N

; am CE
NTS CHOI
| RESIDENTS. _

Jennifer Grove, D.D.S., P.C. « Matthew Platt, D.D.S.; P.C.
Austin Tysklind, D.D.S. « Shana Howard, D.D.S.

[PLATT

i IATE S pLC.

DENTAL }VS’S
F 4
/

1541 SE 34 Street, Suite 300, Grimes
Call now for an appointment! 515-986-4001
www.gpdentalassociates.com
HOURS: Mon. - Wed. 8am-5pm * Thu. 7am-4pm ¢ Fri. 7am-12pm
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EVENTS IN THE AREA

Be sure to check for cancellations.

To submit calendar items for consideration, send to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

Note about calendar events: This magazine
is delivered the third Thursday of each
month. Calendar items included are events
happening after the delivery date and extend

Upcoming in Grimes/Dallas

Center Living magazine
Celebrating heritage: What have you

Fishing in Grimes
Fishing is
allowed in the

into the following month. If you receive and learned about your family or community’s fr th;nFi::({;h .
read your magazine upon delivery, you will heritage? How do you celebrate or honor your DNR frequently

. : S s
not miss out on any calendar items. heritage? Let us know by emailing tammy@ ks ch

L . restocks the
iowalivingmagazines.com.

public ponds

with largemouth

Firefighters Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, April 25, 7-11 a.m.

Public Safety Center,
2001 S.W. Sixth St.,
Grimes

Join the Johnston-

The Home Place
groundbreaking
Thursday, March 26 at 4 p.m.

1651 N.W. Second St., Grimes
The public is invited to the

bass, bluegills,
and channel
catfish. Before you grab your pole and head
out, make sure you brush up on these rules.
Anyone over the age of 16 needs a

dbreaking of The H - = fishing license. These are available at iowa.
groundbreaking of The Home Place, .
 40-unit inclucive condominiam Grimes Firefighters dnr.gov. These ponds follow the statewide
. harvest regulations. That means you can

community in Grimes. This Foundation for a pancake
keep up to three largemouth bass (must be

15 inches), 25 bluegills, and eight channel

milestone represents years of vision, breakfast at the new

advocacy and community support.

Grimes Public Library events

200 N.E. Beaverbrooke Blvd.

Registration is required only when noted. Register at grimeslibrary.org/calendar or by calling the library at 515-986-3551.
The library will be closed from Wednesday, April 1 to Sunday, April 5.

BIRTH TO PRE-K

Baby Storytime: Tuesdays, 9-9:30 a.m.

Public Safety Center on T S L
Saturday, April 25. - .

crafting skill. Open to everyone 16 and older.

Registration required.

catfish. To find a public pond, including the
type of fish stocked, visit iowa.dnr.gov.

¢ Craft Saturday - Make and Take Pick-up:
Wednesday, April 15 to Wednesday, April 22,

* Baby and Toddler Open Play: Tuesdays, 9:30 ADULTS all day. Come learn how to do a craft at the
a.m. to noon * Moments and Mindfulness: Sunday, March library, led by a staff member. All materials
* Storytime: Wednesdays and Thursdays 22, 3:30-4 p.m. are provided, and each participant goes home

(except April 1 and 2) 10-10:30 a.m.
Kids Play Sensory Art: Friday, April 10,
10-11 a.m.

SCHOOIL-AGE

Tail Waggin Readers: Saturday, March 21,
9-11 a.m.

Early Out: Wednesdays up until April 28,
1-3 p.m.

TEENS

Moments and Mindfulness: Sunday, March

¢ Silent Book Club: Tuesday, March 24, 6:30-
8 p.m. Registration required.

* Hooks and Needles: Thursday, March 26,
5:30-6:30 p.m.

* Women & Money: Saturday, March 28,
10:30-11:30 a.m. Registration required.

* Poetry Night: Tuesday, March 21, 6-7 p.m.

¢ Adult Book Club: Tuesday, April 7, 5:30-
6:30 p.m.

* Read and Reflect Book Club: Wednesday,

with something they made, as well as a new
crafting skill. Open to everyone 16 and
older. Registration required.

ALL AGES

* Family Night: Edible Legos and Lego Play:
Monday, March 23, 6-6:30 p.m.

* Family Night: Colorful Creations: Monday,
March 30, 6-6:30 p.m.

* Family Night: Shrinky Dinks: Monday, April
6, 6-6:30 p.m.

22, 3:30-4 p.m. April 8, 6-7 p.m. * Craft & Play: Art in Motion: Saturday, April
* Early Out: Wednesdays up until April 28, * Genealogy 101 (Part three of three) 11, 9 a.m. to noon
1-3 p.m. Thursday, April 9, 6-7:30 p.m. Registration * Family Night: Edible Mosaics: Monday,

10

Hooks and Needles: Saturday, April 11,

10-11 a.m.

Poetry Open Mic Night: Tuesday, April 14,
6:30-7:30 p.m. Registration required.

Craft Saturday - Make and Take Pick-up:
Wednesday, April 15 to Wednesday, April 22,
all day. Come learn how to do a craft at the
library, led by a staff member. All materials
are provided, and each participant goes home
with something they made, as well as a new

Grimes/Dallas Center uing magazine  marcH | 2026

required.

* Hooks and Needles: Saturday, April 11,
10-11 a.m.

* Suffrage and World War I: Jowa
Connections: Saturday, April 11, 3-4 p.m.
Registration required.

* Adaptive Equipment for Aging: Monday,
April 13, 6:30-8 p.m. Registration required.

* Poetry Open Mic Night: Tuesday, April 14,
6:30-7:30 p.m. Registration required.

www.iowalivingmagazines.com

April 13, 6-6:30 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS

* Women and Money, March 28, 10:30-11:30
a.m. Gain confidence in your finances

through education and personalized
guidance, empowering you to make informed
decisions and achieve your goals with clarity
and purpose. Presented by Shalini Babu, a
licensed financial planner with Prudential
Advisors. Registration required.



EVENTS IN THE AREA

Be sure to check for cancellations.

Battery and Electronics
Recycling

Did you know that it only takes one
battery to spark a fire? Batteries are dangerous
in your garbage or recycling. That's why
the city has partnered with Metro Waste
Authority to introduce a free and convenient
battery drop-off in the Grimes community.
These drop-offs accept alkaline batteries,
button batteries, electronics with rechargeable
batteries, other electronics, and cords. The
drop-off box is at Grimes City Hall, 101 N.E.
Harvey St., and is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Grimes Lions Club Volunteer Event
Wednesday, April 22

The Grimes Lions Club is organizing a litter pickup
around the pond behind the strip mall off First Street (by
Hacienda Mexican Restaurant). Those interested in helping
are asked to meet at the GreenState Credit Union parking
lot at 5:30 p.m., and then head as a group toward the path
that surrounds the pond to clean up the accumulated litter.
The Lions will provide garbage bags and plastic gloves, but
feel free to bring your own “grabber” if you have one. Gather
your family and let’s work together to make our community
a cleaner place. For more information or questions, contact
Rich at weiss.rich@gmail.com or 630-508-5033.

Tori's Angels 2026
Thursday, April 26, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Glen Oaks Country Club, 1401 Glen Oaks Drive,
West Des Moines
Celebrate 15 years of hope, helping Iowa children with life

threatening illnesses by funding vital medical and travel expenses
that are not covered by insurance, allowing them to pursue life-saving
treatments and cures. For more information contact Patty Reeve at
515-238-3829 or patty@torisangels.org. www.TorisAngels.org

Capital City Card Convention
Friday, March 27 to Sunday, March 29
lowa Events Center, 730 Third St., Des Moines
Towa’s largest sports card show features 240-plus tables of action.

More information available at www.iowaeventscenter.com. ll

To submit calendar items for consideration, send to tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

WDM Elks Spring Style

Show Fundraiser

Saturday, April 11, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
West Des Moines Elks Lodge No.
2752, 2060 N.W. 94th St., Clive
Tickets for the Spring Style Show are $15
each or reserve a table for cight for $140 or a
table for four for $70. Doors open at 10 a.m.,
with the style show starting at 11 a.m. and a
salad luncheon to follow. Many vendors will
be present, including Purple Poppy, Salon
Classic and others. Funds raised will benefit
Veterans Children’s Christmas and other
Elks charities and outreach.

Des Moines Community

Orchestra Spring Concert
Sunday, May 10, 2 p.m.
Drake University Sheslow Auditorium,
2507 University Ave., Des Moines

Enjoy the Des Moines Community Orchestra
in concert with guest conductor Kara Mather and
featured soloist Dr. Kevin Allemagne on the clarinet.

Can Play Fore All Golf Outing
Friday, April 24, 3-7 p.m.
RecPlex 6500 Grand Ave., West Des Moines

Join Can Play and the 2026 West Des Moines Leadership
Academy for a fun, small-format golf outing supporting accessible
outdoor recreation and youth programming. Golfers will play
through a creative course designed by community members and
local businesses, built entirely from non-perishable food items to
benefit Can Play’s programming. All proceeds will benefit Can
Play, whose mission is to bring adapted and no cost recreational
programs to our communities by removing barriers to play.
Register and donate online at https:/givebutter.com/WDMLA.

Des Moines Art
Center Museum

Highlights Tour
Saturdays, 1-2 p.m.
Des Moines Art Center,
4700 Grand Ave,
Des Moines

Discover the vast variety of
the Des Moines Art Center’s
permanent collections during
the Museum Highlights Tour.
This tour offers a unique
journey through the galleries,
featuring a selection of timeless
paintings, sculptures and more.
Join knowledgeable guides to
uncover the stories, techniques
and inspirations behind the art
on view, and experience the
highlights of the Art Center in
a fresh and engaging way. This
guided tour is perfect for art
enthusiasts of all ages. Free to
all, no registration required.

OLL

TAKE
THE

WHICH OF THESE FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING IS YOUR FAVORITE?

1.

2.

4.

Birds singing

Thunderstorms / 10WA
Jacket weather l@/
Green grass

Flowers blooming g AN THE QR CODE TO VOTE!
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WH ERE WE LIVE By Lindsey Giardino

NEW to Grimes

Johnson settles down.

Joshua Johnson and his wife, Gabrielle, have
only lived in Grimes for a few months, but,
in that short time, the community has already
made a strong impression.

After relocating from Houston, Texas,
Johnson and his wife chose Grimes because
it offered everything they were looking
for: a manageable commute, a welcoming
atmosphere and a strong sense of community.

While the move was new for him, it was
a return home for his wife, who was born
and raised in the area, and being closer to her
family was an important part of their decision.

For Johnson, one of the first things
that stood out about Grimes was how nice
everyone is.

That sense of connection has helped make
the transition from a large city to a smaller
community feel natural.

Location has also been a major benefit.
Johnson appreciates how easy it is to get
where he needs to go, whether that is
commuting to nearby communities or
accessing local amenities. He especially values
having convenient access to everyday spots,
including the Grimes Public Library.

The balance of small-town feel with
proximity to surrounding cities has reinforced
his confidence that Grimes was the right
choice.

Johnson says he is open to exploring
opportunities to meet people and become
more involved as he continues to settle
in. Community engagement is already an
important part of his life. He volunteers with
two different churches and is a member of
both the Urbandale Chamber of Commerce
and the West Des Moines Chamber of
Commerce.

Giving back is something Johnson
values deeply. He believes in helping others,
especially in situations where support
can make a meaningful difference. In the
past, that belief led him to volunteer in
disaster relief efforts after Hurricane Harvey
devastated much of Houston. He has also
participated in a mission trip to Israel.

As he continues building his life in
Grimes, he says he looks forward to finding

more ways to connect and grow alongside the

Joshua Johnson says the move to Grimes has been a good one as there is much to appreciate
about the community.

community he’s proud to now call home. l
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FIELD of the Year ZIGGI’'S Coffee opens in
Grimes

The Burkhart family opened its second Ziggi’s Coffee location in Iowa on Feb.
24, bringing a new drive-thru-only destination to Grimes and expanding its growing
presence in the state.

Located at 1201 N.E. Gateway Drive, the new store reflects the family’s vision
to build a multigenerational, family-run business rooted in community connection and
long-term local investment. The Burkharts also operate a Ziggi’s location in Ankeny.

The Grimes location will be led by managing partner, and daughter, Talia
Burkhart, continuing the family’s hands-on approach to ownership and day-to-
day operations. A May 2025 graduate of Iowa State University, Talia has worked
in nearly every aspect of the coffee business, from barista to leadership, including three
years at a local coffee shop before joining the family full time.

“I am still early in my career, but I love coffee, and I love being around people,”
Talia Burkhart said. “Ziggi’s wants to be the best part of your day, and that really
stuck with me. We hope to be the best part of the Grimes community’s day as people
head to work, pick up their kids or take a moment to relax. For our family, it all
comes down to great coffee and taking care of people,” she added. “This is not mass

production. This is a family-owned business where we take pride in every drink we

The North Sports Complex was awarded the lowa Sports serve.”

Management Association Field of the Year. This is the The Burkharts plan to support local schools, youth activities and community
highest award that a field or complex can receive each organizations and intend to join the Grimes Chamber of Commerce as part of their
year from ISFMA. H long-term community involvement. ll

Start your morning off right with an update frorrr

thedailyumbrell

-

Delivered Mondays through Fridays to your inbox for FREE!S

SCAN HERE

or subscribe at dmcityview.com

This free service is brought to you by the publisher
of CITYVIEW and the lowa Living magazines.
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Schedules are subject
to change. Scan for

up-to-date schedule.
www.gobound.com

V GIRLS SOCCER V BOYS SOCCER

DATE TIME OPPONENT  LOCATION DATE TIME OPPONENT  LOCATION

Apr 7 7:30PM  Norwalk Norwalk High School Mar30  7:30PM  Johnston Johnston High School
Apr 9 7:30PM  Johnston Dallas Center-Grimes Apr 3 T15PM - Ames Ames High School
Apr 14 4:00PM  Pello Christian ~ Pella Sports Park Apr 7 7:00PM  Norwalk Dallas Center-Grimes
Apr 17 5:5PM  Omaha Mercy ~ Omaha Mercy Apr 9 7:00PM DM Christian Des Moines Christian
Apr 18 12:00PM Omaha Skutt Cathalic Creighton University Apr 10 6:00PM Spencer Dallos Center-Grimes
Apr 21 7:00PM  Indianola Indianola Stadium Apr 11 2:00PM  Denison-Schleswig Dallas Center-Grimes
Apr 23 7:00PM  Dowling Catholic ~ Dowling Catholic Apr 14 5:45PM  Pella Christian ~ CPella Sports Park
Apr 28 7:00PM  Newton Dallas Center-Grimes Apr 17 7:00PM  ADM Dallas Center-Grimes
May 1 7:30PM  Bondurant-Farrar  Dallas Center-Grimes Apr 18 9:00M  Wahawk Boys Invite  Cedar Valley Complex
May 8 5:00PM  Independence Hy-Vee Mulfiplex Apr 21 7:00PM  Indianol Dallas Center-Grimes
May 9 11:00AM  Waverly-Shell Rock Dallas Center-Grimes hpr 24 7:30PM  Southeast Polk  Southeast Polk

May 12 5:30PM  Oskaloosa Lacey Sports Complex Apr 28 7:30PM Newton CH. A. lynn Stadium
May 15 7:00PM  Gilbert Gilbert High School Apr 30 700 Pella Pella High School
May 19 7:00PM  Pello Dallas Center-Grimes May 5 7:30PM  Urbandale Urbandale

May 21 7:00PM  Ankeny Ankeny High School May 7 7:30PM  Waukee Northwest Dallas Center-Grimes
May 26 7:30PM Valley Stadium j Oskaloosa Dalls Center-Grimes

LOVE COMES IN
FUR &« PAWS!

515-416-4255
5700 West Pkwy, Johnston, I1A

woofpackresort.com

INNOVATING
QUALITY

COMMERICAL VEHICLES
FOR THE FUTURE SINCE 1940

MORE MONEY
SELLING YOUR BEEATRS: "8 72 N)

HOME.

Raccoon , -
Valley Bank L | — = v Real Estate
rimes | adgel eI ©)(CHANGE
515-452-0812 | 515-993-4581
Dallas Center

1541 S.E. 3% St., Suite 300

Grimes

DAIMLER TRUCK exchange.realestate 515-986-4001
North America 515-393-4688 www.gpdentalassociates.com

‘ Perry
515-992-9200 | 515-465-3521




SPRING SPORTS

V GIRLS TRACK
DATE TIME

Mar 24 3:00PM
Mar26  4:30PM
Mar 31 4:00PM
Apr 4 11:00AM
Apr 6 4:30PM
Apr 9 4:00PM
Apr 1N 8:30AM
Apr 14 4:30PM
Apr 16 4:00PM
Apr 28 4:30PM
Apr 30 4:30PM

V BOYS TRACK
DATE TIME
Mar 26 4:30PM
Apr 2 4:15PM
Apr 4 11:00AM
Apr 6 4:30PM
Apr 7 4:30PM
Apr 11 8:30AM
Apr 16 4:00PM
Apr 17 4:00PM
Apr 21 4:00PM
Apr 30 4:30PM

Prairie View

Animad Hospital

&

i Y W

) | 3 CE
ENTS' CHOIC
RES“’AWARD _
NS

515-986-2841

1830 SE Princeton Ste A, Grimes
www.prairieviewah.com

OPPONENT

Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools

OPPONENT

Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools
Multiple Schools

SCHEDULES 2026

V GIRLS GOLF

DATE TIME OPPONENT
Apr 6 10:00MM  Multiple Schools
Apr 8 9:00AM  Multiple Schools
Apr 9 2:00PM Multiple Schools
Apr 13 12:00PM Multiple Schools
Apr 14 10:00AM  Multiple Schools
Apr 16 9:00MM  Multiple Schools
Apr 20 10:00M  Multiple Schools
Apr 27 10:00AM  Multiple Schools
Apr 30 10:00AM  Multiple Schools
May 7 9:00AM  Multiple Schools
Moy 14 4:00PM  Multiple Schools

LOCATION

Simpson College
Johnston High School
Northwest High School
Dallas Center-Grimes
Norwalk Warrior
Northwest High School
Drake Stadium

Dallas Center-Grimes
Northview Middle School
ADM High School
Mason City High School

LOCATION

The Legacy Golf Club
CIndianola Country Club
Westwood Golf Course
Briarwood Club of Ankeny
Willow Creek Golf Course
Otter Creek Golf Course
Willow Creek Golf Course
Veenker Memorial Golf Course
Elmwood Country Club
Copper Creek Golf Club
Perry Golf & Country Club

V BOYS TENNIS
DATE TIME OPPONENT
Apr 2 4:00PM  Urbandale

Apr 7 9:00AM  Pella

Apr 7 12:00PM Boone

Apr 9 415 Pella Christian
Apr 10 9:00MM  Multiple Schools
Apr 21 415 Norwalk

Apr 23 4:15PM
Apr 24 10:00AM
Apr 28 4:15PM
Apr30  4:15PM
May 4 10:00AM
May 8 12:00PM
May 8 4:00PM

LOCATION

Timberline Stadium

Indianola Stadium

Dallas Center-Grimes
Norwalk Warrior

ADM High School Tiger Stadium
Drake Stadium

Northwest High School

North Polk High School
Northview Middle School
Bondurant-Farrar High School

LOCATION

Walker Johnston Tennis Courts
Caldwell Park

Caldwell Park

Grimes Oak View

Boone - McHose Park
Grimes Oak View

Indianola High School
Prairie Ridge Sports Complex
Grimes Oak View

Grimes Oak View

Grimes Qak View

Indianola
Multiple Schools
Oskaloosa
Newton
Multiple Schools
Des Moines Hoover Grimes Oak View
Des Moines Lincoln Brody MS

GOOD LUCK
MUSTANGS!

\\’SEAVER
electric inc.

Serving Central

lowa for 20 years! FARRELU'S

TREMEBODYSHAPING

12

515-202%9481

info@deaverelectricinc.com
deaverelectricinc.com

515-425-3221

insurance

Scott Gustafson Owner / Agent
515-992-3732 | gus@gitinsurance.com




JOIN US FOR

EASTER

* March 29 - Palm Sunday « April 4 - Holy Saturday
* April 2 - Holy Thursday « April 5 - Easter Sunday
« April 3 - Good Friday

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MASS TIMES ST

ST. PIUus X CATHOLIC CHURCH BiLSEY 4
3663 66th St, Urbandale CATHOLIC CHURCH

S15SLawn Services

PROGRESS
ISN°T

ACCIDENTAL.

In Basketball — And in Retirement. ﬂ'

16

keeps you focused and on track.

Success doesn’t happen by
chance. It takes Preparation.

A strong start is just
the beginning.

A Clear Financial Plan

Let’s keep your plan moving forward.

RUNDAHL

FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS

Dan Rundahl
8230 Hickman Rd, Suite 300 Clive, IA 50325

Cell: 641-512-8597
Office: 515-355-3892
f drundahl@rundahlfinancial.com

Securities and Advisory Services offered through CreativeOne Securities, LLC Member FINRA/SIPC and an Investment Advisor.
LLP Financial Services and CreativeOne Securities, LLC are not affiliated.

WWW.RUNDAHLFINANCIALCONSULTANTS.COM

I NVESTM E NT By Daniel Rundahl

THE MADNESS in March
for 310,000 Americans

Each day, more than 10,000 Americans become
eligible for Medicare — totaling more than 310,000

new beneficiaries every month. This milestone
marks an important transition into retirement and
a new phase of financial and healthcare decision-
making. While this season of life can be exciting, it
often arrives with complexity: unfamiliar coverage
options, shifting income strategies, and an influx
of marketing calls and mail. The choices can feel
overwhelming, but, with preparation, they are
manageable.

For many, retirement follows four decades of work, family
responsibilities and diligent saving. It represents both freedom and
uncertainty. Two of the most common concerns are the fear of running
out of money and the uncertainty surrounding taxes in retirement. These
are legitimate concerns, but they can be overcome.

1. Pause and prepare: Retirement is a life transition, not a financial
emergency. Take time to assess your income sources, projected expenses,
healthcare coverage and tax exposure. Medicare alone presents multiple
pathways: original Medicare, Advantage plans, supplemental coverage and
prescription drug plans — each with long-term implications. Thoughtful
evaluation with balance to your emotional and logical brain can prevent
costly adjustments later.

2. Seek qualified guidance: Professional insight matters. Just as you
rely on a dentist for oral health or an attorney for legal counsel, retirement
planning benefits from experienced specialists. Financial advisors, tax
professionals and Medicare experts work within these systems daily.
Their continuing education and field experience can help clarify options,
identify risks and align strategies with your goals.

3. Build flexible income strategies: Many retirees aim to replicate a
“salary-like” income from their savings. However, markets fluctuate. Those
drawing income directly from volatile accounts faced added pressure with
market losses. A diversified distribution plan — combining guaranteed
income sources, conservative reserves and growth investments — can
help reduce vulnerability during any downturn. In retirement, having a
Plan A, B and C is not excessive; it is prudent. Like my father used to say,
“Sometimes it is not on the right; it’s on your other right.”

4. Learn, adapt and adjust: Financial habits formed when working
do not always translate seamlessly into retirement. Flexibility is essential.
The familiar illustration of Chatlie Brown repeatedly attempting to
kick the football out of Lucy’s hands reminds us that routines without
reflection can lead to further disappointment. Retirement planning
requires adaptability, continuous learning, and the willingness to refine
strategies when circumstances change.

I continue to value the “aha” moment: the moment when clarity
replaces confusion and clients feel empowered about their future.
Retirement is not a single decision; it is a coordinated strategy involving
healthcare, income, taxation and legacy planning.

Education is the first step toward confidence. The questions to focus
on are the Why and How questions — as much as the What and When.
March’s madness for retirees should feel purposeful — not perplexing. H

Information provided by Daniel Rundahl, Financial Advisor, Rundahl
Financial Consultants, 8230 Hickman Road, Suite 300, Clive, 515-727-1701,
drundahl@rundahlfinanical.com, www.rundahlfinancialconsultants.com.
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HOME PLAN IDEAS

EDGEWOOD Court

Shed dormers, a gable roof, and jack arches
above the windows create street-front beauty
and interest.

Inside, the kitchen island is almost like
a table and it can double as a workspace.
Placing the sink and kitchen appliances on
the perimeter makes the island an oasis of
functional space. Step into this spacious
living room with its a warm and welcoming
beamed ceiling, generous fireplace, and
shiplap walls that continue from the kitchen.

French doors open into the living room
or out to the yard from this expansive
screened porch. A vaulted ceiling with a
louvered end gable makes this perfect for
comfortable indoor-outdoor living. Il

AL
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Kitehen Dining - Redroom #3
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Bedroom 4

From

Poeh ‘
DETAILS SQUARE FEET DIMENSIONS CONSTRUCTION FEATURES
2,746 Sq Ft Main Floor: 1,961 Width: 32"-6" Wall Construction: 2x6 Kitchen: Island, L-
Floors: 2 Upper Floor: 785 Depth: 80’-3" Exterior Finish: Brick, Shaped
Bedrooms: 4 Total Conditioned: Height: 28'-0” Lap Siding Primary Bedroom: Tub,
Bathrooms: 4 2,746 Roof Pitch: 8:12 Double Sink, Shower,
Foundation: Slab Front Porch: 164 HOUSE LEVELS Porch, Private Toilet,

Rear Porch: 219 Upper floor: Ceiling Walk-in Closet

Heights 9’-0”
Main floor: Ceiling
Heights 9’-0”

Additional: Fireplace,
Porch, Screened Porch
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RECIPE

STOP the sniffles with Sick Day Soup

(Feature Impact) Coughs and Sick Day Chicken Noodle Soup

sniffles don’t have to derail _

ol b a fresh Recipe adapted from Tastes Better from Scratch | g

you for long — not with a fresh, Prep time: 20 minutes -

h kpot full of Sick ' -
omemade stockpot full of Sic Cook time: 20 minutes -

Day Chicken Noodle Soup.

Servings: 8
Loaded with rotisserie chicken,
celery and carrots, it’s sure to INGREDIENTS
warm you from the inside-out « 1/2 tablespoon butter
as a warm, comforting meal. + 2ribs celery, diced
Plus, with eight servings, this + 3-4large carrots, diced
dish can help solve dinnertime + 1 clove garlic, minced
dilemmas throughout the + 10 cups chicken stock or broth

+ 1/8 teaspoon dried rosemary
+ 1/8 teaspoon dried thyme
+ 1/8 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes

week by storing leftovers in the

refrigerator and reheating on

the stove. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock
. « salt, to taste
) Warm up your.wm.ter meals + pepper, to taste + Add chicken stock or broth and season with
with more comforting ideas « chicken bouillon cubes (optional) rosemary, thyme and crushed red pepper. Add
available at Culinary.net. B « 4 cups dry egg noodles salt and pepper, to taste. Taste and add chicken
« 3 cups cooked rotisserie chicken bouillon cubes, if desired, for flavor.
+ Bring to boil. Add noodles and cook until al
DIRECTIONS dente. Remove from heat once noodles are
« In large stockpot over medium-high heat, saute tender.
butter, celery and carrots 3 minutes. Add garlic - Add chicken. Taste and adjust seasoning as
and cook 30 seconds. desired.

KREEP YOUR CAR READY
FOR WHEREVER LIFE
TARES YOU.

AAAAAAAA

e
g

bl =

Stay on the road with specialized maintenance and inspections. hﬁi"“hh}
4 YEAR/40,000 MILE WARRANTY + SHADE TREE AUTO
E E GRIMES URBANDALE ANKENY
i BOOK ANAPPOINTMENT  ZEgiws | jooms | mmowores

H

g O TOPAY
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LEGAL

By Cynthia P. Letsch, JD, CMP

FIVE requirements for
an enforceable prenup

You said “Yes!” in February, and now you are
immersed in picking caterers, choosing a venue, and
saying “Yes!” to the once-in-a-lifetime dress. Then,
it hits you. Oh no, what if “I do” eventually turns
into “I don’t, anymore?” Have I just lost half my
Catlin Clark basketball card collection and Beanie
Baby inheritance to a divorce settlement?

In Towa, once you say, “I do” your spouse
automatically acquires a financial interest in your
real estate; has a right to a certain share of the assets,
when you die, even if you created a last will and
testament that disinherits him/her; and he/she is
entitled to some sort of split of assets if one of you
says, “I don’t.” So, if you are bringing substantial assets
into a marriage, you may want to consider a prenuptial
agreement. This is a pre-marriage contract that limits
the rights that one party has to demand assets of the
other party in the event of death or dissolution.

The requirements are:

1. It must be in writing and signed by both parties
before the wedding.

2. You must enter into it voluntarily.

3. You must make a fair and reasonable disclosure
of your property and financial obligations in advance.

4. It cannot contain an unconscionable term.
There is no definition of “unconscionable.” This
is something that you need to prove exists in the
contract, if only one of you is trying to revoke it.

Further, 5. Case law dictates that each of you must
get legal advice from your own independent attorney,
or it is quite vulnerable to challenge. If all the elements
are met, then yes, it is enforceable.

After you are married, if you both agree, you can
revoke the whole agreement. However, even if you
both agree, you cannot change it. It is what it is.

It is not enforceable when you are applying for
Medicaid. One of you is in a nursing home applying
for benefits, and the other tells the state, “I don’t have
to tell you what my assets are. I have a prenup.” Nope.
The state does not recognize a prenuptial agreement
in that case. This can be quite shocking for folks who
have married later in life, only to realize that their
retirement accounts are countable assets for purposes

of restructuring assets to qualify for Medicaid. Il

Information provided by Cynthia P. Letsch, JD, CMP,
Letsch Law Firm, 112 N.E. Ewing St., Suite D, Grimes,
515-986-2810, www.LetschLawFirm.com.

Al was not used in the creation of this article.
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Cynthia P. Letsch, JD, CMP™
Managing Attorney
Certified Medicaid Planner™

lowa’s Only Special Needs Alliance Member

®

SPECIAL NEEDS ALLIANCE

SPECIAL NEEDS PLANNING
ELDER LAW ¢ NURSING HOME PLANNING
GUARDIANSHIPS « CONSERVATORSHIPS
POST DEATH MATTERS

515-986-2810

www.LetschLawFirm.com

I 12 NE Ewing St., Suite D, Grimes, lowa
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GOO D N E I G H BO R By Lindsey Giardino

COMMUNITY champion

Weiss uses retirement to give back.

the western suburbs of Chicago. -

ATEE .
GOODNEIGHBOR

PRESENTED BY 0WA LVING MABAZNES

Rich Weiss and his wife, Ellie,
moved to Grimes in 2017 from

What began as a visit to meet
their first granddaughter,
Adaline, quickly turned into
something more permanent when the couple decided to purchase a home
in Autumn Park.

“I recall our daughter, Erin, being a little concerned we might be ‘too
close’ to her home, which is less than a quarter mile away,” Weiss recalls.
“Now, she says, T'm so glad we are so close.” ”

For more than nine years, the Weisses have helped care for Adaline
and her younger brother, Nash. Even with plenty of time devoted to
family, Weiss has also made giving back to the community a priority.

Shortly after settling into Grimes, Weiss joined the local Lions Club.

“There are so many opportunities in Grimes to volunteer,” he says.
“The Lions Club was a great place to start.”

One of Weiss’ favorite volunteer roles is the Lions KidSight vision
screening program. Each fall, he contacts school or daycare nurses to
schedule one or two days to photograph children’s eyes using a specialized
camera provided by the University of Iowa Ophthalmology Department.

> edwardjones.com | Momber SIPC

Edward Jones

Unhappy with your tax bill?

The right investment strategy could potentially lower
next year's tax bill. Talk to a financial advisor today to
learn how.

Tim Short, CFP*
Financial Advisar
27/0W 1st 51

Suite |

Grimes, 14 50111
515-986-9720
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Tim Short of Edward Jones presents the Good Neighbor certificate to
Rich Weiss.

The detailed images are reviewed to identify potential vision concerns,
and families are encouraged to follow up with a local optometrist if
needed.

“The idea is to catch any vision irregularities as early as possible,”
Weiss explains. “Most young children that do need corrections had no
idea their vision was not as sharp as it should be, they just came to accept
their vision as is.”

In addition to KidSight, Weiss volunteers with several other Lions
Club efforts, including the annual Governors Day breakfasts, the Holiday
Flag program, Earth Day cleanups, and working concession stands for
the DCG Booster Club. Many of these initiatives raise funds that support
DCG scholarships, the Grimes Storehouse, the community splash pad,
Lions Park renovations, and various local charities.

“I also love to help out with the Storehouse, picking up food
donations from our local Kwik Star, Aldi and Hy-Vee Fast & Fresh
locations,” Weiss says. “And volunteering at the Grimes Meals of the
Heartland food drive, my family comes to understand how blessed we

Through each of these efforts, Weiss says he’s grateful for the
opportunity to support his neighbors and give back to the place he now
calls home. For him, volunteering is about the satisfaction that comes
from helping others in meaningful ways.

“My wife, Ellie, and I are blessed, and it’s these little things that make
us feel proud to live here,” Weiss says.

The couple also enjoys volunteering at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church,
further strengthening their connection to the community.

“I am fortunate to be retired and healthy,” Weiss says. “This does
present more time than usual to get involved. However, when someone
does volunteer, even for a day, they always seem to come back.” ll

Do you know a Good Neighbor

who deserves recognition?

Nominate at tammy@iowalivingmagazines.com.

www.iowalivingmagazines.com



BOOK REVIEWS g:::l:sesy of Beaverdale

‘Queen of Faces’

Books with layers are always going to
draw me in. This delightfully dark and
gritty fantasy explores identity, power,

resilience and the madness of survival

all packaged in a riveting, magical story.
Set in a politically charged world

where appearance and perception

can be as dangerous as any weapon,

we follow Ana, a girl on the brink of

some terrible choices. She is stuck in

a dying body with no real way out.

Desperate, she lies her way into an even
more perilous situation where she must

By Petra Lord

navigate court intrigue, shifting loyalties and 2/3/26
threats from every side. 432 pages
Ana’s journey is as much internal as it is $22.99
external, grappling with who she is and what Henry Holt & Co.

authenticity means in a world where people shift
bodies as easily as outfits. She has to maneuver
through complex political dynamics, learn how to find allies, build
relationships and survive the unsurvivable.

This is a gritty, morally gray story with perfect pacing. Lord’s prose
is accessible and vivid — sometimes so sharp I felt torn to shreds by the
end. I can’t wait for the next one. Bl — Review by Julie Goodrich

‘The Red Winter’

Perhaps I am a bit jaded, but I wasn’t

2 RED
WINTER

FOWEN I8 4 MUTNORT ARANT

CAMERON
LLIVAN

s o
7 t——

sure I could take another werewolf
story. I am delighted to say that I was
very wrong in judging it so harshly. I
know it is winter in lowa, and we are
all sick of it, but Sullivan plunges us
into a frost-bitten landscape full of

mysteries that is far more enchanting
than any snow-bound story ought

to be. This is a story within a story,
within a story. It even has a fourth

story in the footnotes, one of my very

favorite tropes.

By Cameron Sullivan
We open in the modern world with the 2/24/26

immortal wizard Sebastian being reminded of 544 pages
an adventure from long ago. Ably abetted by $29.99

his pet succubus, Livia, we learn of his sweet Tor Books
romance with a nobleman, their terrifying

adventure in the French countryside, and

how Joan of Arc really happened. Despite the gore and humorous asides
peppered throughout, this really is an epic fantasy tale with enough
romance to make all the BookTok people swoon.

Fast-paced, well-written and awash with magic, this book absolutely
swept me away. If you are the audiobook type, I can’t recommend the
narrators highly enough. They were perfect.

— Review by Julie Goodrich

s to help local businesseg
SUCce
ed,

NOW HIRING

Advertising Account Executives

to connect local businesses with lowa Living
Magazine and CITYVIEW readers. Your work
helps entrepreneurs, restaurants, shops,
and community organizations grow.
v" Community-focused impact
v Full-time position with benefits

v" Unlimited earnings potential

Contact Jolene Goodman!
515-953-4822 x 319
or scan to email Jolene
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LIBRARY
GRIMES Public Library news

Another youngster has
finished 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten at Grimes Public
Library. 1,000 Books before
Kindergarten is a nationwide
program hosted at Grimes
Public Library to encourage
families to read 1,000 books
together before a child reaches
kindergarten. It is a fun and
free way to start your child on
the path to success with prizes
at every 100 books. Stop by the
library to sign up.

Name: Harrison Lo

Parents: Franky and Kelsey Lo
Age: 2.5

Favorite book: “Mighty
Construction: Road Crew
Coming Through”

Favorite animal: Pete the Cat l

.MARCH 25TH

w’s Gymnasium
t. Grimes, IA 50111

- 6:30PM

grimes

& ECONOMIC DEVELOPM!
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CHAMBER

THE FIRST handshake

By Brian Buethe

In a growing community like Grimes, milestones
happen often, and they are very much worth
celebrating.

Yes, Grimes Chamber & Economic
Development (GCED) celebrates new businesses.
But we also celebrate expansions, new parks,
the library amphitheaters, major infrastructure

improvements and transformational initiatives like

the Hy-Vee Multiplex. When something good and
noteworthy happens here, we proudly do our best to commemorate the
achievement.

We have cut ribbons on restaurants and hotels, large industrial
facilities and small niche retail shops, churches, roads, trails. We have
even conducted events for some of the largest retailers in the world,
including Walmart, Hy-Vee Grocery, Menard’s, etc. The size of the
investment may vary, but the message is always the same: It matters to
this community.

Behind nearly every one of those moments is a group of volunteers
offering something simple but powerful ...the first handshake, often
coupled with a friendly smile.

The GCED Ambassadors show up. They represent businesses of
all types and sizes, and they give their time to welcome, encourage and
connect. At ribbon cuttings and groundbreaking ceremonies, they stand
beside business owners, developers, nonprofit leaders and community
partners to say, “We’re glad youre here.”

It may not seem significant — a simple handshake, a smile, a round
of applause — but imagine the alternative. Imagine hosting an event to
mark a major investment or accomplishment and no one attends. What
would that communicate about your decision to locate or expand here?
What would that say about your community?

Now imagine a group of engaged professionals showing up
consistently. That moment sets a tone. It communicates belonging. It
communicates that we care.

These events are celebratory. Often there’s food, sometimes drinks,
and always conversation. They are an opportunity to pause and enjoy the
forward momentum of a vibrant community.

Serving as an ambassador is a real time commitment, especially in a
community experiencing steady growth. Yet, they show up anyway. Not
just for ceremonies, but also for events like the annual Grimes on the
Green Golf Outing, the Business Expo, Lunch & Learn events and other
chamber gatherings throughout the year.

Some ambassadors have served for many years and, along the way,
have become friends. They are also referral engines. Because they are
engaged and informed, they know who is expanding, hiring, building
or offering specific services. When someone asks, “Do you know anyone
who can help?” they often have an answer.

Growth matters. But growth paired with connection is what builds a
strong community.

The first handshake may seem small, but, in Grimes, it sends a lasting
message of support. Thank you to our many wonderful, indispensable

GCED Ambassadors. We look forward to seeing you at the next event. ll

Information provided by Brian Buethe, President | CEO, www.Grimeslowa.com

www.iowalivingmagazines.com



{BOB BROWN

APERSONAL TOUCH
FOR GENERATIONS

From finding that new car to providing maintenance over the life of your vehicle, Bob Brown
Chevrolet has been proud to serve central lowa longer than any other Chevrolet dealer.
And you can trust that we'll be here for you no matter what lies on the road ahead.

MORE THAN 115 TRUCKS AVAILABLE

TRUGCK MONTH

SUPPLIER PRICING ON ALL SILVERADO 1500S

— Together let's drive’

CHEWVIROLET

1-35/80 Exit126 | 3600 111th St. | 515.278.7800 | bobbrownchevy.com



OUT & ABOUT

DCG
Pep Band )

DCG Pep Band performed
on Jan. 6 at Dallas Center-
Grimes High School.

Nikki Gerstenberger and Tobi Miller

|

DCG Student Teacher Antonio Rodriguez

Zoey Boots, Livy Edwards and Bailey Clark Rocco Reitano and Rory Kadin Holden Quandt
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OUT & ABOUT

DCG
Pep Band

DCG Pep Band performed
on Jan. 6 at Dallas Center-
Grimes High School.

Chloe Davis

Zoey Boots and Livy Edwards

L e

Nathan Davis, Nate Maggard and Joe Cutwright

Raquel Gao
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CLASSIFIEDS

DISCLAIMER: This publication does not know-
ingly accept advertising that is deceptive, fraudu-
lent, or which might otherwise violate the law
or accepted standards of taste. However, this
publication does not warrant or guarantee the
accuracy of any advertisement, or the quality of
the goods or services advertised. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all claims
made in any advertisement and to use good
judgment and reasonable care, particularly when
dealing with persons unknown to you who ask
for money in advance of delivery of the goods or
services advertised.

WANT TO BUY

WANT TO BUY your manufactured or mobile
home 1990 and newer CENTURY HOMES of
OSKALOOSA 641-672-2344 (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic
Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start
their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-1046.
(mcn)

Get a break on your taxes! Donate your car,
truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visually
impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax credit for 2025. Call
Heritage for the Blind Today at 1-855 977-7030
today! (mcn)

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE
vehicle pickup and receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at 1-888-429-2331
today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call now for a free quote
and see how much you can save! 1-833-472-7954.
(mcn)

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing on
your roof! Sign up for Directv and get your first
three months of Max, Paramount+, Showtime,
Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax included. Choice

package $84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call
DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

END YOUR TAX WORRIES TODAY. Let us make
your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck with
high tax amounts? Our A+ tax professionals can
help. Call for a FREE consultation. Call Priority Tax
now 1-877-353-1295 (mcn)

Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates are
way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car Loans. Do
you have $10k or more in debt? Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF and find out how to pay off your
debt for significantly less than what you owe!
FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus pro-
cedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your
FREE Dental Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-973-9175 www.dental50plus.com/mid-
west #6258 (mcn)

PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May Be
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence
and mobility with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free information
kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH INSURANCE!
A recent study shows that a majority of people
struggle to pay for health coverage. Let us show
you how much you can save. Call Now for a no-
obligation quote: 1-888-772-8454. You will need
to have your zip code to connect to the right
provider. (mcn)

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit. Call 1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

AUDIEN HEARING. The world’s first hearing
aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons,
apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million
happy customers. Call Audien 1-866-698-3418
(mcn)

Li ”Bugs
Need Cash
kly

eta <, " foryour
house within 24 hours.

833-359-4707

ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50°%, OFF

Installation

o
SCREENING

The Power of Prevention

Peace of Mind or
Early Detection
Now, More than ever, it's important

to get screened for Stroke and
Cardiovascular Disease Risk

It's simple and painless.
833-970-4172

LiFe LINE

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service %

FREEESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Cull'l 833.370.1234

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its offiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome. com/erielicenses/
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HOME SERVICES

Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again!
Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS
AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our service and if
we can't fix it, we'll replace it! Pick the plan that
fits your budget! Call: 1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION. Our
trusted professionals will restore your home to
protect your family and your home's value! Call
24/7:1-833-879-1480. Mold Remediation services
are also available! (mcn)

JACUZZI BATH REMODEL can install a new,
custom bath or shower in as little as one day.
For a limited time, waiving ALL installation costs!
(Additional terms apply. Subject to change and
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.) Call 1-855-
414-0768 (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 million homes for just $249!
Advertise your business or item with a classi-
fied ad in the Midwest Free Community Papers.
Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. One call,
and you're done! Boost your visibility now! 888-
899-6327. (mcn)

NEED NEW FLOORING? Call today to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting &
Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-641-6323. (mcn)

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don't Accept the
insurance company’s first offer. Many injured
parties are entitled to cash settlements in the
$1000’s. Get a free evaluation to see what your
case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. Call
Now: 1-833-879-1534. (mcn)

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now to
receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 today to schedule
a free quote. It's not just a generator. It's a power
move. (mcn)

THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS in as little
as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No
Payments and No Interest for 18 months for

Jacuzzi.

Remodel

Safety. Style. SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521

B
ind vary by deer,Expires 1272712

Start the new
year clog-free!

Offer Ends Soon!

15% OFF +10%

L e afFi It er‘, Discount For

Seniors + Military

**promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per househald. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. See Representative for

full warranty details.

AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL (BC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA (127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13235000 NM 408693, ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981.

customers who qualify. BCl Bath & Shower. Many
options available. Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-833-618-1178. (mcn)
Replace your roof with the best looking and
longest lasting material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! Three styles and multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer-
up to 50% off installation + Additional 10% off
install (for military, health workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)
NO MORE CLEANING out gutters. Guaranteed!
LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog guarantee and
lifetime transferrable warranty. Call today 1-855-
577-1268 to schedule a FREE inspection and no
obligation estimate. Get 15% off your entire order.
Plus, Military & Seniors get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see repre-
sentative for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get cash
offer and get paid. Call today for your fair cash
offer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

BUYING AND SELLING SILVER BARS, silver
dollars, rare coins, gold jewelry, any gold-silver
items, collector coins, currency. 44 years in busi-
ness. | have a $1,500,000 line of credit and own
1,475 acres of land near Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins,
Fairmont, MN. 507-235-3886/507-399-9982.

(mcn)
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek

Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and
Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins /
Banjos. 1-833-641-7028. (mcn)

Transform
Your Bathroom
and Change
Your Life.

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
|y safestep

o cash vlue. Mustprsent offer attime of putchase. Gannot be combined it any . Marke esticions
s O v sl ko . 655 082166 NSG8 0082090 0099445 Tt 038000

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-595-2102
Promo: 285

UTW783658~5501 VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445 WA

asthe“#1 q in Ameica

, WV WV056912. *The leading

16 month outdoor test of gutter guards n 2010 and
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Do your apbliances work efficiently ? Afe they keeping up with your busy life?

IF NOT,

OAVISOUY

MONTH ON
SOMETHING _ -

WFW5720RR
4.5 cu ft
Smart front load

MAYTAG

WED5720RR
74 cu ft
Wrinkle shield

*Must purchase pair

$899 EAcH

WDTA50SAKZ
Dishwasher with stainless steel
tub. 3 rack. Adjustable middle
rack, 47DBA. Fingerprint resistant

1,099 EAcH

NEW!

— -

WSIS5030RZ

Induction slide-in range.
Air fry. Griddle zone.
6.4 cu ft oven.

AMAN A $799

JUST RIGHT.

AGR6603SFW

30" Gas range. Self-Clean
Oven. 5.0 Cu Ft Oven Capacity.
Sealed Burners. LP conversion
available for an extra charge

=5 YEAR PEACE OF MIND
=5 YEARS PARTS + LABOR

MVW7230HW

Smart top load
washer with extra
power button. 5.2
cu ft.

*Must purchase
pair

MED7230HW

Smart electric dryer
with extra power
button. 7.4 cu ft.

916 Main Street, Adel
Mon-Fri 8-5, Saturday 8-1

515-993-4287

MVWP586GW
3.5 CU FT. Power Wash 7.4 CU FT. Commercial

MEDP586KW

Grade Residential
Dryer. Wrinkle Control.

Cycle. Commercial
Grade Residential

Washer. .
*Must purchase pair

pases)

MDB4949SKZ

Dual Power Filtration.
PowerBlast® cycle. Heated Dry.
Touch controls. Fingerprint
resistant stainless steel.

ADEL
& Winterset

TV. & APPLIANCE » HEATING & COOLING

www.adelwintersettv.com

MRT711SMFZ

33-Inch Wide Top Freezer
Refrigerator With Evenair™
Cooling Tower- 21 Cu. Ft.

224 Highway 92, Winterset

Mon-Fri 9-5, Saturday 9-1

515-462-2939



Doesn’t your child deserve better than urgent care?

ONLY TRUST YOUR CHILD WITH THE BEST!

L

Waggoner Pediatrics of Central Jowa
Brian L. Waggoner, M.D | Julie A. Waggoner, ARNP, CPNP

Schedule your child’s appointment today!

(515) 987-0051

2555 Berkshire Pkwy, Suite A, Clive
waggonerpediatrics.org




