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AMCA MOTTO: RIDE’EM - DON’T HIDE’EM

Wolverines Demonstrate Determination on
				    Cross Country Chase

Three members of the Wolverine Chapter AMCA stepped up to the challenge of the inaugural “CROSS
COUNTRY CHASE”, a grueling all weather motorcycle trip begining at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan and 
continuing in steps to the Florida Keys.  The route came across the Mackinaw Bridge to Central Michigan 
and crossed Lake Michigan at Ludington on the Badger ferry boat to Milwaukee. From Milwaukee the 
route included stops at Urbana, IL, Bowling Green, KY, Chattanooga, TN, Macon, GA, Tallahassee, FL, 
Lakeland, FL Miami, FL and finally on to Key West.  2368 miles with no help allowed.

Pictured at right is Wolverine Evan Riggle crossing the finish line at 
Key West after his long and event filled ride south. Just looking at this 
picture, it portrays a tired and dusty traveler ready for a cold beer.

At left is Roger Green the 
Wolverine still looking pretty 
spunky as he makes his way along 
the southern palms.

And at lower right is the result of 
all this effort.  Our own Wolverine 
Jim Gilfoile finishes 2nd overall 
among 69 starters 9 days ago.

The Final results are Jim Gilfoyle: 1st in class: 2nd overall
		            Roger Green:2nd in class : 5th overall
	                       Even Riggle:7th in class: 17th overall



NATIONAL NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

 JOIN US
The AMCA Wolverine Chapter meets monthly on the third Wednesday at the Club Car Grille located at 
6225 West D Avenue, 1 mile west of US131.  Meet & greet at 6 PM and the gavel falls at 7 PM sharp.  All 
welcome.

 8 new members have joined the Wolverine Chapter AMCA since October. Our new friends include 
Merle & Karen VanderSluis of Holland, Scott & Marcie Beattie of Shelbyville, Kevin & Suzy Slaviero 
of Onstead, David & Betty Carpenter of Three Oaks, Doug Sawiki of Bloomfield Hills, William Howard 
of Battle Creek, Zachary & Jacqueline Olson of Battle Creek, and Norman Smith of Fennville.  New 
members bring new ideas to the chapter and your editors look forward to fresh “Tech and Travel” 
submissions to the Wolverine Tales newsletter. Classified ads are also free to all Wolverine Chapter 
members.We encourage all our members to become active in Chapter programs and attend membership 
meetings when possible. It’s fun to trade stories.

OFFICERS ROSTER
President:   El Engelter 269-673-3480                              Board Director:  Mark Lahn 269-964-2947

Vice President: Scott Denny 269-967-5519                      Board Director:  Roger Green 269-284-4673

Secretary:  Barb Engelter 269-650-2038                           Board Director:  Roger Spicer 269-953-6223

Treasurer:  Linda Smith 269-342-4591                             Board Director:  Jeff Maile 269-521-4203

Advisory Director:  Newsletter Editor

MISSION STATEMENT
Our hopes are to make our forefathers of two wheels proud, to truly maintain the tradition, spirit, and      
integrity of the vintage motorcycle riding experience.  Promote the preservation and share our restorations 
of the vintage motorcycle and it’s social culture.
                            
                                                        Chapter Website:  http://www.wolverineamca.com
                                                        Chapter email:  wolverineamca@yahoo.com
                                               Newsletter editors:  Barb & El Engelter (engelter@charter.net)                                                         

CHAPTER NEWS
At the September Wolverine chapter meeting the 2020 team of officers was decided upon.  Only one 
change to the 2019 officers roster took place. Treasurer Linda Smith has retired as Treasurer and is 
replaced by Mary Traxler. Many many thanks to Linda for her many many years of service as Chapter 
Treasurer and a warm welcome to Mary Traxler who will take office on January 1st, 2020.

Just a quick note on AMCA growth.  The Wolverine Chapter was chartered 11 years ago as #50.  The 
AMCA National now consists of 80 chapters including Great Britan, Italy, and Austrailia.  Great growth.



Presidents Message

AMCA Wauseon National Meet July 19-21, 2019

Secretary’s Message
2020 Wolverine Chapter Dues are due beginning November 1, 2019 thru January 31, 2020.  Mail dues to 
Barb Engelter at 1173 26th St. Allegan, MI 49010 or pay me at any monthly meeting.

Dues are $15.00 per family.  Family means 2 members of the same household.  Single membership is 
$10.00.  Seniors over 65 are half price and over 75 years of age is FREE.  If your dues are not received 
before January 31st, your name is dropped from the roster and the newsletter mailing list, so renew early.

Remember you must be a member of the AMCA National Organization to be a member of any chapter.  
Please sign up or renew your National Membership with them.  Send your National dues to AMCA/
Cornerstone Registration Ltd., P.O. Box 1715, Maple Grove, MN 55311-6715.

                                                                                                  Barb Engelter, Secretary

Thank you Wolverines for again a very successful week end at the Wauseon Horse gate.  The new rules 
of no addmittance until Thursday morning certainly put pressure on our personnel on gate duty.  This rule 
will stand in future Wauseon Meets to bring the meet back to a week end event.  Our Wolverine team is to 
be commended for the patience and understanding it demonstrated as they were confronted by frustrated 
campers and vendors being denied early admittance.
The Wauseon gate duty is a very important yearly project for the Wolverine Chapter as it is an important 
source of income contributing to the operation of the chapter.
Be advised that the marque for the 2020 meet is going to be “three wheelers” with trikes and side hacks or 
any other form of three wheeled cycles.  Get yours ready.

A word of caution is in order. I am by no means crying wolf, but we must remain cautious over the next 
year with our finances. Our newsletter income from advertisers continues to degrade, The 2019 Centreville 
bike show and swap meet lost monies for the first time ever, and the return from the Wauseon Coalition 
did not match more successful years.  We are by no means going broke as a chapter, but we must remain 
vigilant over the next year with our spending.
I know the presidents message is normally meant to be positive, but my job is also to keep our membership 
informed of the health of the chapter.  No worry, we’ll be fine with do diligence.



Calendar of Events

                                                                      Per Issue                                Per Year
                 
                        1/8  Page                                   $10                                         $35
                        1/4  Page                                     15                                           50
                        1/2  Page                                     25                                           80
                        Full Page                                     40                                         140

Commercial Display Ad Rates for Wolverine Tales

OCT.	         12     WOLVERINE FALL RIDE - NOTEBOOMS - GATHER 9AM,  LEAVE 10AM
	                  SEE DETAILS PAGE 9	        

	        16    WOLVERINE CHAPTER MEETING, CLUB CAR GRILL, 6PM MEET, 7PM GAVEL

	        13     MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET - WINGS EVENT CENTER -  KALAMAZOO	       

	        20    MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET - BIRCH RUN, MI

NOV. 	       16     MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET - EVENT CENTER - NOVI, MI	 

	        20    WOLVERINE CHAPTER MEETING, CLUB CAR GRILL, 6PM MEET, 7PM GAVEL  

 	       27    MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET -  4 MILE SHOEPLACE - GRAND RAPIDS, MI

DEC	       18    WOLVERINE CHAPTER MEETING, CLUB CAR GRILL, 6PM MEET, 7PM GAVEL 

In Memory of Wolverine Greg Reed
Long time Wolverine, Greg Reed passed away on Monday, 
September 2, 2019 at the age of 68.  Greg graduated from 
Centreville High School and later attended trade schools for 
Oldsmobile and Kawasaki Motors.  He was a former service 
manager at Albright Oldsmobile and worked briefly at Industrial 
Lift Truck in Three Rivers, MI.  For the past 30 years Greg had 
been employed at Wise Motors in Mendon. 

Greg was instrumental in starting the Preservation Award for our 
Centreville Motorcycle Show and Swap meet and is seen here with 
the 2019 winner Dave McBride for his 1953 Indian Chief.  This is 
the 10th year of this award and all our winners have been extremely 
proud to have this award that has been hand crafted by our president, El Engelter.  Greg was also a National 
judge for The Antique Motorcycle Club of America and instrumental in creating a judging procedure with 
Jeff Maile for the Gilmore Vintage Weekend.





Member Bikes - Stacy’s 1951 Indian Chief

Motorcycles have been a part of my world since before I was born, according to my 
Mom shown here (Middle picture).  My entire family rides so I guess it just came 
natural to be attracted to them!  

I first started on a 1979 Sportster (Top picture).  My next bike was a 1979 Low 
Rider that my son Tyler has now and on to my modern bike which is a 2009 Harley 
Davidson Deluxe.  My husband, Chris and I have been fortunate enough to be able to 
travel all over the country on our bikes. 

 Growing up, I stayed close with a dear friend, Vance Clute, and I’m honored to have 
inherited his 1951 Indian Chief in 2016. (Bottom picture).  Unfortunately, Vance 
passed away before he could “school” me on his pride and joy, so I’ve had a slow 
beginning.  

The first year was spent getting it running and learning the starting procedures, 
which I mastered quickly, with kicking and stalling A LOT in my yard. Last year, I 
really made Vance proud, when I rode in the AMCA Road Rally in Deadwood, South 
Dakota. 
 
There is still a lot to learn about the workings of it all, but I’ll get there.  I’m thankful 
for the patience of Chris and all of our friends in the AMCA for their “words of 
wisdom” and support.  I have truly enjoyed the friendships made along the way and 
look forward to many more adventures.... 
							       Stacy Noteboom

Editors note: I have complimented Stacy on numerous occations about how good she 
looks on that Indian Chief.

Bill Rowe Takes Top Honors
A few weeks ago Stanton, Michigan was host to their Vintage days.  The 
Local Volunteer Firemen ( Brothers Keepers) were asked if they would 
host a Motorcycle Show.When the voting was over Wolverine Member Bill 
Rowe took home 2 of the 4 awards.
On the left: Best Daily Rider and on the right: Best Custom Sport Bike.
Both Indians - Way to go, Bill!!
					     Submitted by The Vintage Rider

Secretary’s Request for Current Information
I would like to remind all Wolverines that in order to keep my records up to date I need all your current 
information or any changes you have.  Current address, e-mail address, phone number changes, your AMCA 
National Number.  Also a lot of members did not put a complete birthdate on the application.  If I don’t have 
that information I cannot tell your status for proper dues payment.  Thank you for your response.



For sale - 1967 Suzuki 80cc Hillbilly
Runs and rides fine

Ph.269-964-2947   Ask for Tank

Going Out of Business
Mark “Tank” Lahn has informed us thet he will be 
closing his business “Hawg Shop Plus LLC” at
482 West Michigan Avenue in Battle Creek.
Mark says “Come and get it, one piece or all.”

Pictured below are some pictures of just some of 
the inventory to be disposed of. Tank is well known 
in the area as he has been in business in the same 
location for many years.

Anyone interested in possible purchases from this 
inventory can just call 269-964-2947 and make an 
appointment.        ASK FOR TANK



The Wolverine Chapter AMCA meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of every month at the Club Car Grille
at 6225 West D Avenue, Kalamazoo, Michigan.

The Club Car Grill
Ph. 269-775-1267

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Closed Mondays

Tuesday - Saturday 7am - 9pm
Sunday 8am - 4pm

Sunday Breakfast Buffet ‘til 2pm



2019 Wolverine Fall Ride
Wolverine Vice President Scott Denny has 
been busy lately put together a interesting and 
colorful October ride through the fall Michigan 
countryside.
The ride participants will congregate at the 
home of Chris and Stacy Noteboom who’s 
address is 5848 North 39th Street south of Gull 
Lake. A cautionary tale here because it could be 
confusing.
Starting at the Gull Lake Motel on M-89 you will 
go south on 38th Street.  38th Street curves into 
39th street without your knowledge and you are 
going the right way to the Notebooms.  If you get 
to FG Ave. you have gone too far.
The ride promises to be an enjoyable foray 
through beautiful Michigan fall country roads.

Thats Saturday, Oct 12
Let’s Ride! Gather at 9am. Kickstands up at 10

Support Our Advertisers
as

They Support Us
Make it a point to support the advertisers on

these pages as they continue to support the

Wolverine Tales



         Breakfast     Lunch
Mon. - Fri.    6am-11am    11am-2pm      
Saturday      7am-11am    11am-2pm
Sunday        7am- Noon Breakfast only
       Now accepting credit cards

Google “Facebook”. Prompt will 
be Sign-in or sign-up. If you are 
a member-sign in,  if not sign-up. 
Hit “enter” and put “wolverine 
chapter amca” in “find friends”  
box at top of page,  Wolverine 
facebook page will pop up and 
you can now scroll down over the 
good stuff that Wolverines have 
submitted.  Click on some things 
meant to expand. 

How to “Like” 
The Wolverine 
Facebook Page



2020 AMCA National Calendar
February 28-29  Fremont, NE, Omaha Chapter Meet

March 6-7  New Smyrna Beach, Fl, Sunshine Chapter Meet

April 24-25  Oley, PA, Perkiomen Chapter Meet

May 15-17  Denton, NC, Southern National Meet

May 22-23  Raalte, Netherlands, European Chapter Meet

May 29-31  Trumansburg, NY, Empire Chapter National Meet

June 2-4  Zion National Park, UT, Phoenix Road Runner Chapter National Road Run

June 12-13  St. Paul, MN, Viking Chapter Meet

June 19-20  Dixon, CA, Fort Sutter Chapter Meet

June 26-27  Harmony, NJ, Colonial Chapter Meet

July 17-19  Wauseon, OH, Wauseon National Meet - Wauseon Coalition

July 21-24  Billings, MT, Yellowstone Chapter National Road Run

July 31-August 1  Terryville, CT, Yankee Chapter Meet

August 12-14  East Troy, WI, Badger Heritage Chapter National Road Run

August 29-30  Bulli, Australia, Australia Chapter Meet - Bulli Show Grounds

September 8-10  Detroit Lakes, MN, Roosevelt Chapter National Road Run

October 2-3  Upperco, MD, Chesapeake Chapter Meet

October 26-28  Fallbrook, CA, Los Angeles Chapter National Road Run

Visit www.AntiqueMotorcycle.org for links to each event and Event Details.

This is an advance printing  of the National Calendar as submitted by Executive Director Keith Kizer



AMCA WOLVERINE CHAPTER
1173 26th St.
Allegan, MI 49010

First Class Mail

MEMBER BIKES
The Yamaha 650 twin cylinder engine was utilized in 
several forms and frame configurations  from 1979 to 
1983.  Launched in October of 1969 as a competition to 
the English 650’s, the initial years 1969 to 1971 were 
kick start only.  In 1972 electric start was added with a 
lower compression ratio to accomodate.  The engine and 
gearbox were unit construction with a horizontal split 
for ease of assembly.  With a claimed 53 horsepower, the 
single overhead cam 650 was used in flat track racing as 
well as hillclimbing.  Kenny Roberts campained the bike 
in AMA Professional Dirt Track Racing and several AMA 
Professional Hillclimb riders used the 650, both with some 
power modifications.  Cycle World tests on the 1979 model 
reported 13.86 seconds in the quarter mile, with a trap speed 
of 96 miles per hour.
The Yamaha 650 has proven over the years to be a practical first bike for the novice rider while still providing 
good 2 up performance for the more acomplished.  The engine was considered advanced for its time and these 
bikes are plentyful on the market today in good condition at a reasonable price for the vintage rider.  The 1980 
to 1983 Special and Special II models boasted a stepped seat and pull back bars for a more modern appearance 
and more comfortable ride position.
Pictured is a 1976 model from the Barb & El Engelter collection.

1976 YAMAHA XS 650


