
VOL. 11                         JULY  2019                               NO. 3

AMCA MOTTO: RIDE’EM - DON’T HIDE’EM

Welcome to the Wolverines
Eleven years ago (August of 1988 in fact) an affiliation of eight 
motorcycle enthusiests, interested in the future of the sport of riding 
old motorcycles banded together to petition the Antique Motorcycle 
Club of America with the intention of forming a local chapter in the 
Kalamazoo area.  That effort was met with acceptance by the national 
organization and the Wolverine Chapter AMCA became a reality.

In that eleven years, thru the efforts of  an unaccountable number 
of dedicated people, all with the mission in mind of promoting the preservation and riding of old iron, the 

Wolverine Chapter AMCA has continued to grow and prosper to one of the 
fastest growing chapters in the AMCA family. Our geographical location is 
not in our favor, considering our riding season in comparison to the warmer 
southern and western states.  Some say our growth and continued success 
can be attributed to our number and diversive chapter activities that provide  
different outlets for member participation.  Others may argrue that the cohesive 
nature of our membership in general leads to the enthusiasm for involment in 
our many activities.  The Wolverine 
Chapter continues to be a welcome 
contributor to the livelyhood of our 

communities and chapter participation is continually recruited to be 
a partner in local activities outside of  antique motorcycle circles. 

What ever the reasons, there is no argrument that the founders of 
this organization put it on the right track to success in pursuing the 
love of old iron and congenial people.  May that success continue 
as the years roll by.



NATIONAL NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

 JOIN US
The AMCA Wolverine Chapter meets monthly on the third Wednesday at the Club Car located at 6225 West 
D Avenue, 1 mile west of US131.  Meet & greet at 6 PM and the gavel falls at 7 PM sharp.  All welcome.

 7 new members have joined the Wolverine Chapter AMCA since October..  Our new friends include 
Andy Cotyk of Galesburg, William and Elizabeth Bayer of Hastings, David Bassett of Hastings, Craig 
Beckon of Sparta, Lowell Penner and Leah Lichtenburger of Millersburg IN, and Gregory Weiers of 
Tustin.  New members bring new ideas to the chapter and your editors look forward to fresh “Tech and 
Travel” submissions to the Wolverine Tales newsletter. Classified ads are also free to all Wolverine Chapter 
members.We encourage all our members to become active in Chapter programs and attend membership 
meetings when possible. It’s fun to trade stories.

OFFICERS ROSTER
President:   El Engelter 269-673-3480                              Board Director:  Mark Lahn 269-964-2947

Vice President: Scott Denny 269-967-5519                      Board Director:  Roger Green 269-284-4673

Secretary:  Barb Engelter 269-650-2038                           Board Director:  Roger Spicer 269-953-6223

Treasurer:  Linda Smith 269-342-4591                             Board Director:  Jeff Maile 269-521-4203

Advisory Director:  Newsletter Editor

MISSION STATEMENT
Our hopes are to make our forefathers of two wheels proud, to truly maintain the tradition, spirit, and      
integrity of the vintage motorcycle riding experience.  Promote the preservation and share our restorations 
of the vintage motorcycle and it’s social culture.
                            
                                                        Chapter Website:  http://www.wolverineamca.com
                                                        Chapter email:  wolverineamca@yahoo.com
                                               Newsletter editors:  Barb & El Engelter (engelter@charter.net)                                                         

CHAPTER NEWS
Be reminded that, pursuant to Wolverine Chapter by-laws, nomination of officers for 2020-2021 will 
take place at the August membership meeting.   Officers and board members due for re-election or 
replacement are Treasurer Linda Smith, Vice President Scott Denny and board member Mark Lahn. 
Wolverine members should be thinking about stepping up to a place in leadership.

AMCA Executive Director Keith Kizer has set up a system of forwarding all chapter newsletters to all 
chapter Presidents and newsletter editors.  If you are interested, this connection can be forwarded to you.
Contact: engelter80@gmail.com



Presidents Message

AMCA Wauseon National Meet July 19-21, 2019
Plans are in full swing for the Annual AMCA Wauseon National Meet at the Fulton County Fairgrounds 
on July 19th -21st.  Wolverines will be caretakers of the perverbial “Horse Gate” 24 hours from 
Wednesday morning July 17 until Saturday July 20th.
Be reminded that no vendors will be allowed on the grounds until Thursday morning, the 18th.  The 
exception will be early Wolverine workers with vending passes are allowed to camp overnight with the 
Wolverines under the oaks by the horse gate.  Vending trailers are not to be opened until on the assigned 
vendor space on Thursday.
A new feature was put in place last year to allow Wolverine Wauseon workers free tickets to the 
Saturday Banquet at Wolverine Chapter expense.  This is a way to say “Thank You” to all the chapter 
members who take the time to support a major contributor to our continued efforts to serve the Antiqie 
motorcycling community.  Just contact John Blackmore at the meet.

A Call for Bantams to Surface
Wolverine Al Peat has just finished the restoration of a BSA Bantam and during the project , Al was 
discovering any number of Bantams lurking unloved in basements, garages, and sheds around the 
countryside.  Al would like to form a gathering of Bantam enthusiests to trade stories and technical 
knowledge.  If you have a Bantam and would care to join Al in this endevour, contact him on his phone 
at 269-629-6008 or email “afpeat@yahoo.com”.

Thank you, Wolverines, for being who you are.  It is through the continued efforts of the majority of our 
membership that our activities in the pursuit of old iron meet with success.
Inspite of mother nature, the 2019 Centreville Antique Motorcycle Swap Meet and Vintage Motorcycle 
Show went on without a hitch. Tho proceeds were down, spirits were up, to make the Centreville Meet  
still a monument of pride for the Wolverines.
Wolverine participation in the Gilmore Car Museum’s Vintage Weekend continues to make that show 
possible.  With a beautiful Saturday Vintage ride organized by Wolverine Scott Denny, followed by a 
rainy Sunday that saw over 150 vintage motorcycles on the show field, Vintage Weekend was a success.
The return of motorcycles to the Alamo “ Classices in the Park” was another feather in our Wolverine 
cap.
Sharing the excess funds from the Pandamonia Ride with the contributing Harley Davidson dealerships 
brings even more community visibility to our Wolverine Chapter.
So, keep up the great work, Wolverines,  it’s all good.				    El Engelter 



Calendar of Events

                                                                      Per Issue                                Per Year
                 
                        1/8  Page                                   $10                                         $35
                        1/4  Page                                     15                                           50
                        1/2  Page                                     25                                           80
                        Full Page                                     40                                         140

Commercial Display Ad Rates for Wolverine Tales

JULY             14    HONOR RIDE - SCHOOLCRAFT, MI - CHARITY RIDE FOR VETRANS

	          18-21 MUSKEGON BIKE TIME - DOWNTOWN MUSKEGON

 	          17-20  WOLVERINE “HORSE GATE “ DUTY,  AMCA WAUSEON NATIONAL MEET.
		        NOTE!! NO JULY CHAPTER MEETING

	          21     ZOO MOTO - VINTAGE BIKES ON BATES - KALAMAZOO
		        VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW

	          27     ALLEGAN COUNTY CRUISE-IN,  ALLEGAN HIGH SCHOOL , 9 AM- 2 PM
	                   ALL VEHICLES & MOTORCYCLES -  PROCEEDS TO YOUTH PROGRAMS

August	      2-4       AHRMA VINTAGE ROAD RACING -  GINGERMAN TRACK -  SOUTH HAVEN

	         10     ALL WOLVERINE “THANK YOU RIDE” TO SANDY’S HARLEY DAVIDSON,
		       FREMONT, MI - MEET @ LIZ’S CAFE IN DOWNTOWN RICHLAND, 8:00 AM

	         10     MOTORCYCLES FOR MUTTS - CHARITY BENEFIT - SPARTA

	         17     PAW PAW EAGLES CHARITY CAR SHOW, PAW PAW EAGLES,  M40 SOUTH	
                             10AM - 3PM, MOTORCYCLES INCLUDED

	         17     2019 M.A.D. CHARITY BENEFIT RIDE - KALAMAZOO

	         18    ZOO MOTO - VINTAGE BIKES ON BATES - KALAMAZOO
		      VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW
	
	         24    SCATTER POKER RUN - BATTLE CREEK

SEPT.	        15     ZOO MOTO - VINTAGE BIKES ON BATES - KALAMAZOO
		      VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW

OCT.	        13     MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET - WINGS EVENT CENTER -  KALAMAZOO	       
	       
FOR EVENT DETAILS SEE “CYCLEFISH.COM”



I addition to the conventional show categories, a special display of single cam Honda 750’s was displayed 
in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the Honda 750 motorcycle.  A special award was presented 
to Wolverine Joe Lachniet in recognition of his 1969 “sand cast” 750  sold originally in Joe’s Honda 
Dealership and bought back after 2 interim owners. The sand cast cases were used on early 750’s to bring 
the bike to market on schedule. 
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2019 Centreville  Show 
In spite of inclement weather, the 2019 Centreville Antique Motorcycle Swap Meet and Vintage 
Motorcycle show went on as scheduled. Under the threat of rain, the vintage motorcycle show was moved 
indoors, to the relief of the many entrants.
With vendors indoors and outdoors, as they saw fit, the swap meet field continued to fill on Saturday and 
into Sunday morning.  The threat of rain on Sunday saw a smaller gate crowd but trading was brisk as 
many treasure hunters found their mark.

The swap meet field begins to fill 
on Saturday. 

Vendors display their wares under 
Sundays gray skies.

The head table is information 
central for the 2 day stay.

Our Traphy girls are ready for the 
finally of the weekend.

Preservation Award to Dave McBride for his 
1953 Indian Chief with award originator

Wolverine Greg Reed

The big winner - Dan Anible - 1971 HD Rapido -
1959 HD XLCH - 1955 Simplex Servicycle



“Classics in the Park” Resumes Motorcycle Recognition
When the “Classics in the park 2018” failed to recognize a motorcycle category, 
Wolverine Lynn Zimmer brought the situation to light with the Wolverine 
Chapter AMCA.  The chapter offered up a motorcycle catagory trophy for the 
2019 “Classics in the Park” and the Alamo Foundation Committee accepted the 
committment.  The first year back for the catagory did not enjoy many entrants, 
but the result was encouraging for future years.
Pictured at right is the Wolverine sponsored trophy winner Norm Smith with 
his 1966 Honda CL160.  Norm has 10 motorcycles between his Michigan and 
Florida residences’ and plans to get involved in Wolverine activities in the 
future.

Battle Creek Harley Davidson Host’s Lunch & Show
The Battle Creek Harley Davidson dealership was the host to an Antique 
Motorcycle Show and lunch on Saturday, June 15th. The occasion was 
to present dealership owner Mike Moakly with a check for $750 written 
to his designated charity as a thank you for his support in the 2018 
Pandamonia pan head anniversary ride from Milwaukee to Wauseon,OH.  
Shown is Wolverine Roger Green presenting the check and a pan head 
plaque to Mr. Moakly and his daughter Kelly.  The money was surplus 
from the ride.

Wolverine
Trophy

The motorcycle 
show field

Some
Shots From 

the 
Past

Indian Rebirth Emily’s Birthday Wolverine’s vend Detroit

The trophy table





WHAT IS IT?

592cc Side Valve Single cylinder
5 Horsepower			       235 pounds
Top Speed 55 MPH		      Price: $250
Fuel in frame			       Oil in frame
“ Not made to compete in price but to surpass in quality”

1912 Pierce Single
Memory Lane

Remember when you couldn’t 
save fast enough to put one of 
these combobulations on your 
barely broken in Triumph, 
Norton or BSA?
Then came the Yamaha 650 
which badly needed the 
respoked 16 inch rear wheel 
and a 10 over front end.
Orange County Choppers 
and Jesse James thought that 
they had invented a whole 
new thing, but sadly, they just 
brought back a whole new 
armada of uncomfortable, ill 
handling beasts.
And alass, the nightmare is 
dead again.
         RIP Choppers



         Breakfast     Lunch
Mon. - Fri.    6am-11am    11am-2pm      
Saturday      7am-11am    11am-2pm
Sunday        7am- Noon Breakfast only
       Now accepting credit cards

Google “Facebook”. Prompt will 
be Sign-in or sign-up. If you are 
a member-sign in,  if not sign-up. 
Hit “enter” and put “wolverine 
chapter amca” in “find friends”  
box at top of page,  Wolverine 
facebook page will pop up and 
you can now scroll down over the 
good stuff that Wolverines have 
submitted.  Click on some things 
meant to expand. 

How to “Like” 
The Wolverine 
Facebook Page





AMCA WOLVERINE CHAPTER
1173 26th St.
Allegan, MI 49010

First Class Mail

Gilmore Garage Works
Students Complete Wolverine

Sponsored Project
As a Garage Works project wound down for the season, the 
Gilmore Motorcycle Gallery was just coming to light for 
the 2019 season.  This prompted the inclusion of the Garage 
Works motorcycle team’s latest restoration effort into the 
motorcycle gallery for the 2019 season.  This project is the 
1969 BSA B25 Starfire that the Wolverine Chapter AMCA 
purchased from Kevin Macdonald of PT Customs in 2017. 
This new project allowed the Garage Works students to 
continue their education in the art of motorcycle restoration.
Pictured outside the Gilmore Motorcycle Gallery are the 
students who are responsible for the final work on the project.
Left to right are students Sarah and Jackson, mentors Al and 
El, and students Jake and Cole.
The Gilmore Garage Works and it’s Mentors and Managment 
take great pride in the accomplishments of the students that 
continue to attend with regularity and put forth true effort 
toward  the skills learned in the program.


