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Innovations of the Past - The First Swingarm - 1913

Indian motorcycles were always known for innovation
in design..Growing from a tandem bicycle with a De-
Dion motor, the Indians started life with chain drive to
the rear wheel while others were utilizing leather belt
drives. Indian introduced their first v-twin engine

in 1907, while Harley Davidson was until 1911 for the
introduction of their first successful v-twin.

Indian introduced the first front suspension with the
leaf configuration that lasted well into the 50’s. The
next motorcycle suspension break through came in
1913 when, again, Indian innovation produced the
first practical rear suspension. Incorporating science
from the automotive industry, the 1913 Indian 1000cc
Twin incorporated a swing arm supported by twin leaf
springs mounted to the frame tailpiece. The design

met with immediate success partly due to the idea and moreover due to the antics of Erwin “Cannonball”
Baker making repeated speed runs accross the United States riding the new model.

1913 would prove to be the biggest production year in Indian Motorcycles’ history, producing more than
32,000 units in that year. The Indian story after that period was one of ups and downs as the company was
changing hands with managent good and bad over the next 40 years. Design of new product suffered from
mismanagement the final years and the last real American Springfield Indian rolled out the door in 1953.

amcavorro: RIDE’EM - DON’T HIDE’EM




OFFICERS ROSTER

President: El Engelter 269-673-3480 Board Director: Mark Lahn 269-964-2947
Vice President: Scott Denny 269-967-5519 Board Director: Roger Green 269-284-4673
Secretary: Barb Engelter 269-650-2038 Board Director: Roger Spicer 269-953-6223
Treasurer: Linda Smith 269-342-4591 Board Director: Jeff Maile 269-521-4203

Advisory Director: Newsletter Editor

MISSION STATEMENT

Our hopes are to make our forefathers of two wheels proud, to truly maintain the tradition, spirit, and
integrity of the vintage motorcycle riding experience. Promote the preservation and share our restorations
of the vintage motorcycle and it’s social culture.

Chapter Website: http://www.wolverineamca.com
Chapter email: wolverineamca@yahoo.com
Newsletter editors: Barb & El Engelter (engelter@charter.net)

CHAPTER NEWS

As president, I don’t think I have emphasized enough that the Wolverine chapter is operated according
member wishes. If any member would like to add an item to the meeting agenda during new business
discussion, they should feel totally free to do so. Bring your ideas to the membership meetings and be a
part of the leadership of the Wolverine Chapter AMCA.

JOIN US

The AMCA Wolverine Chapter is meeting monthly on the third Wednesday temporarily at Main Street Pub
on Gull Road in Kalamazoo. Meet & greet at 6 PM and the gavel falls at 7 PM sharp. All welcome.
Call Barb @269-650-2038 for confirmation of future meeting locations.

NATIONAL NEWS

The AMCA 2019 National Meet and Road Run calendar begins with the Omaha, Nebraska Meet in
Fremont on February 22 & 23,2019. Check your AMCA The Antique Motorcycle magazine for the
complete schedule. These activities are an excellent means of broadening your antique motorcycling
experience.

MEMBER NEWS

3 new members have joined the Wolverine Chapter AMCA since October.. Our new friends include:
David Strahan & Jill Jones of Grandville, Peter & Laura Berke of Belgium, Wisconsin, and Sam Williams
& Emily Brown of Augusta. New members bring new ideas to the chapter and your editors look forward
to fresh “Tech and Travel” submissions to the Wolverine Tales newsletter. Classified ads are also free to
all Wolverine Chapter members. We encourage all our members to become active in Chapter programs and
attend membership meetings when possible. It’s fun to trade stories.
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Calendar of Events
JANUARY 6 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, BARRY CO. EXPO. HASTINGS

20 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, WILL CO. FAIRGROUNDS, PEOTONE, IL
FEBRUARY 2 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, LANSING CENTER, LANSING

2-3  MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, PHASANT RUN RESORT, ST CHARLES, IL

24 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, SUBURBAN SHOWPLACE, NOVI, MI
MARCH 17 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, WINGS EVENT CENTER, KALAMAZOO
APRIL 20 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, WEXFORD CIVIC CTR, CADDILAC, MI

28 MOTORCYCLE SWAP MEET, DELTA PLEX, GRAND RAPIDS, MI

MAY 18 FIELD AND VENDOR SET-UP, 10TH ANNUAL WOLVERINE MOTORCYCLE
SWAP MEET & MOTORCYCLE SHOW, CENTREVILLE, MI

19  10TH ANNUAL WOLVERINE ANTIQUE MOTORCYCLE SWAP AND
VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE SHOW, CENTREVILLE,MI

Secretary’s Message

2019 Wolverine Chapter Dues are due NOW thru January 31, 2019. Mail dues to Barb Engelter at 1173

26th St. Allegan, MI 49010 or pay me at any monthly meeting.
Dues are $15.00 per family. Family means 2 members of the same household. Single membership is

$10.00. Seniors over 65 are half price and over 75 years of age is FREE. If your dues are not received
before January 31st, your name is dropped from the roster and the newsletter mailing list, so renew

early.

Remember you must be a member of the AMCA National Organization to be a member of any
chapter. Please sign up or renew your national membership with them. Send your National dues to

AMCA/Cornerstone Registration Ltd., P.O. Box 1715, Maple Grove, MN 5531-6715

Barb Engelter, Secretary

Commercial Display Ad Rates for Wolverine Tales

Per Issue Per Year
1/8 Page $10 $35
1/4 Page 15 50
1/2 Page 25 80

Full Page 40 140



Presidents Message

Well, that really isn’t spring out there, so go back in the shop and finish that project for the Centreville
Show. And when that project is done, lookaround and pack up all those leftover parts for the Centreville
Swap Meet.

Dave Lehr’s Centreville Committee is organized and charging full steam ahead.

Jim & Nancy Summers are picking out trophies and getting ready for the Centreville Bike Show.
Evan Riggle is handling the schedule for the Wauseon “Horse Gate” guardianship.

Everyone is looking forward to the Gilmore Vintage Ride the day before the infamous Gilmore Car
Museum Vintage Motorcycle Show. The Wolverines always show in number to assist in that show.
We’ll be planning some rides to thank those who helped make the “Pandamonium” Pan Head ride a
roaring success (pun intended).

There will be other rides, events, and activities as the summer moves along.

Barb & I are in our 11th year as co-editors of this publication and will continue to let it mature.

So, be safe out there as the riding season begins and let’s keep tha old iron cruising down the road.

El Engelter - President

Great Depression Angel - The EL

The great depression had allowed the Harley Davidson to sur-
vive, but the side valve, flatheads needed a newer sibling. After
5 years of extensive devolopement testing, the 1936 model E
and EL were introduced. The new overhead valve engine was
an imediate success as it brought additional power to the HD
line. It qiuckly picked up the nickname “knucklehead” from
the shape of the overhead valve rocker boxes.

The standard model “E” would manage upwards of 90 miles
per hour, but the more robust model “EL” could top 100.
Harley Davidson management was so confident in the new model that they decided to certify bragging
rights to the speed dialog. They sent racer Joe Petrali to Florida in the spring of 1937 to officially run the
traps. Petrali sent the new model through the lights at a blistering 137 miles per hour.

The new EL model would stay in production for 12 years until the introduction of the panhead model.
Harley Davidson Motorcycle Company would continue to prosper just as the Indian Motorcycle Com-
pany would fall into a cycle of mismanagement and eventual oblivion.

ZIGGYS MOTORWORKS COM
360-871-8120

) 33195 M-43 Hwy.
j (269) 628- S ﬂEE’fm

ANTIQUE MOTOCYCLES & PARTS




Old Iron: Who Are We? Just a bunch of old school hard knocks Vintage Motorcycle enthusiast who starve to
preserve the history of the Old Iron Horse (1901 - 1953)

Nothing is better than a crossroads ride showing off a vintage cycle. It draws people of all ages around it to
hear a story of the Past. “My father had one of these and would give us kids a ride on it.”

These machines are like moving pieces of art, with all the details, fender curves, tanks. The long linkage rods
for shifting and braking. Let’s not forget the massive chunk of iron that propelled this 2 wheel horse down a
country road, just so a rider can feel the breeze head on in his face and be free to the world.

Meeting once a week and keeping these machines running is part of the camaraderie we all have and is as much
fun as riding them.

The Vintage Riders Submitted by James “Turbo” Kieling

FOR SALE

2001 Harley Davidson Deuce
CLEAN ONE OWNER
1440cc 5 Speed
26,000 miles Many Extras
WAS $6500 NOW $5000
CALL 269-731-2515

For Sale: 1977 Harley Davidson, Runs good, As you see it. Come take a look.
$4600 Scott Denny 269-967-5519
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{ ' 316 East Charlotte 44 '_~-“- : aaN . 1}
* | | it Centrevﬂle, Michigan 49032 o :
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i Claygraore® Chapterof the AMC iy N . e/l ] |
)| Swap meet pre-registration = '
1 10 x 20 indoor vendor space-$25 : ﬂﬁ-ﬂ‘llSﬁﬁl‘l'$5 'IHIEIEI 16 free/ {
18 x 30 outdoor vendor space-$25 Rain or shine Food vendﬂrs onsite |
| After04/30/19 all spaces $30 4 =
Early set-up Saturday, 9:00am - 8:00pm mm Fmatian : -1|'

) Vendor set-up Sunday, 7:00 - 9:00am 1585 Woodlea Dr. Otsego, MI 49078

: 3 3 email: amcawolverine@gmail.com
) Parts vendors - Some pre-'86 parts req'd phone: 269 254-3793

Leather & tee shirts, etc. limited Visit our website Www.welverineamea.com
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}  Vintage Motorcycle Show

) Open to all motorcycles 35 years old or older
Voting by spectator choice

Co Sponsored By:

Join us in an hlﬁtﬁl‘lc ride

thru the cnvﬁred br;tdge { '
l

1 Saturday overnight camping available « NO GROUND FIRES
‘F Not responsible for accidents, lost orstolen articles : i I :
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Brewpub & Grill

717 E. Bridge Street
Plainwell, MI 49080
269-204-6601
www.oldmillbrew.com
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Where Your Business I; Always Appreciated!
(269) 427-5500

Bangor

“THE FLY INN
RESTAURANT

626 N. 10th Street
Plainwell, Michigan

(269) 685-1554

Good Food
Good Friends
Good Times

Breakiast Lunch
6am-11am 11am-2pm
aturday 7am-1iam 1iam-2pm

sunday 7am- Noon Breakiast only
Now accepting credit cards
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How to “Like”
The Wolverine
Facebook Page

Google “Facebook”. Prompt will
be Sign-in or sign-up. If you are
a member-sign in, if not sign-up.
Hit “enter” and put “wolverine
chapter amca” in “find friends”
box at top of page, Wolverine
facebook page will pop up and
you can now scroll down over the
good stuff that Wolverines have
submitted. Click on some things
meant to expand.




New Stuff for Old Bikes

From one-piece Norton axles to protective riding jeans,
here are six cool products every classic bike fan should know about.

- —
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Norton Commando axles
If you own a 1971-1974 Morton
Commando and you've ever suffered
a rear axle break where the main axle
threads into the dummy axle at the
brake drum you'll be interested in the
one-piece axles from Don Pender. Made
of stainless steel, they replace the stock
bwo-piece setup, which has been known
to fail in high-stress applications. Installed
through the chain side, the brake
drum can be left in place during wheel
removal. One-piece axle at top. §70.
More info: tritonmotorcycleparts.com

Warm weather gear
Los Angeles-based Aether is relatively
new to the motorcycle apparel business,
introducing its first motorcycle jacket in
2014, the street-oriented leather Eclipse.
The new Mojave was designed with
warm riding in mind, in a style decidedly
influenced by the ADV category. Made of
100 percent heavy-duty cotton canvas,
the Mojave features zippered chest, arm,
sleeve and back vents to move lots of
air when the temps rise, with impact
pratection provided thanks to CE-certified
D30 armor in the elbows, shoulders and
back. $550. More info: aetherapparel.com

Motorecycle fuel treatment
Ethanol-blended fuel acts as a solvent,
and it has the unattractive characteristic
of being water absorbent. After only
a brief time it can experience phase
separation, where the ethanol attaches
itself to water molecules, dropping to the
bottom of the tank in an ethanol-water
cocktail. K100 Fuel Treatment prevents
this phase separation, eliminating
water and water related problems. It
also acts as a fuel stabilizer, keeping
fuel fresh for up to two years, and it
adds lost lubricity to winter blends, 1
ounce treats 2 gallons. $12 (B ounces)
and up. More info: k-100.com

Cylinder plating
With almost 80 years of experience
in cylinder plating, the engineers and
machinists at Wisconsin-based U.5.
Chrome know a thing or two about
cylinder boring and plating, and piston
coatings. U.5. Chrome offers plating for
both aluminum and cast iron barrels,
plus they offer piston skirt coatings that
deliver reduced friction for extended
piston life, whether you're racing or just
riding. Their NiCom cylinder plating
produces unrivaled hardness and
wear resistance. Special orders always
welcome. More info: usnicom.com

Spectro Brake Fluid
Most of us already know Spectro Qils
for their superior line of motorcycle oils.
But you probably didn't know that the
Connecticut-based company also has
its own line of DOT 4 and DOT 5 brake
fluid, including Spectro DOT 4 Racing
Brake Fluid 600, which has a 312 C dry
boiling point to solve virtually any fluid
boiling problems created by hard riding
like racing. $12 {approx., 12-ounce
bottle). More info: spectro-oils.com

|

Tobacco Road jeans
California-based Tobacco Motorwear is
another newcomer to the motorcycle
apparel biz, and they've quickly made
a name for themselves with a unique
line of stylish, durable and protective
riding jeans. Made with 13.5 ounce
selvedge denim — old-school raw denim
made on a shuttle loom — Tobacco
jeans are lined with DuPont Keviar for
abrasion resistance. Each pair takes
on its own unique patina as it ages, a
characteristic of raw denim. Look for
a full review in a future issue. Available
in indigo (shown) or black. §359.
Maore infa: tobaccomotonwear.com



Old-Fangled

Cars & ParTs

Forest
River g
Open Trailers RIGID™ Hitch

Abawe. Ualley Auto Sales

* Cars » Trucks « Trailers » Enclosed Trailers
GOOD DEALS = LOW PRICES
We've got it all!

A7bAs

Enclosed Tralers

JerF MaiLE Tony LoBretto 6100 Wast “D" Ave. (z09) 344-8250
'269-521-4203 Owner Kalamazoo, M1 48009  fax (269) 344-8231
BLoomiNGDALE, MICHIGAN DRDER YOU R
ENCLOSED TRAILER
;l'OD#Y
- www.alamova L‘}'ﬁlﬂﬂ.'ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁ
RICE'S (RS PR i
Spnrts Center COME VISIT OUR NOSTALGIA DEN
For ALL of your Harley Davidson needs! -
Engine Rebuilding * Tune Up OLD GAS PUMPS
0il Change * Parts * Tires
LINDSAY RICE OLD COKE MACHINES
Phone: 269.621.4216
516 E. Main St. TIN SIGNS
Hartford, M1 49057 :
WE’VE GOT IT ALL!!

AMCA MEMBER BENEFITS F OR S ALE
® Free subscription to six yearly issues of our full-color

magazine
@ Participate in our annual calendar of 16 National Meets and Road 2001 HARLEY DAVIDSON

Runs, plus dozens of local Chapter events
@ Connect with experts through our onfine forum & download DEUCE

documents from our Virtual Library CLEAN ONE OWNER
® Place free dassified ads online or in our magazine 1450CC, 5 SPEED
@ Enter your bike in judging and earn awards 26,000 MILES
@ Meet others who share your passion for old bikes nationally or MANY EXTRAS

through membership in a local chapter! $6500
Join The Antique Motorcycle Club of America CALL 269-731-2515
www.antiguemotorcycle.org (866) 427-7583
After 40 yours Support Our Advertisers

The BREEZER is back

ﬂle handseat tire tool in your box.

still only $20 + $4.50 s&h

‘feslerdays Wheels,
1173 26th Street  Allegan, MI 49010
engelter@charter.net

i
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as
They Support Us

Make it a point to support the advertisers on
these pages as they continue to support the

Wolverine Tales




[sh1 Chapter AMCA Suffers Heavy losses in Camp Fire

The recent northern California forest fire, known as the “Camp Fire” near Chico dealt heavy blows to 7 mem-
bers of the Ishi Chapter of the AMCA. All 7 lost their homes and most of their personal belongings, along with
nearly 100 vintage and antique motorcycles. Immediatly, the Ishi Chapter President Budd Schaub, along with
the AMCA National, initiated a Go-Fund-Me account to help defere these families losses. That fund has,to date,
raised over $18,000 with the help of the AMCA National organization , the ISHI Chapter, and 9 other chapters.

At the December 12th Wolverine Chapter meeting, the members present voted to disburse $200 to each of these
unfortunate families for assistance with immediate needs. Treasurer Linda Smith has submitted a $1400 check
to the fund through the Ishi Chapter President and the contribution was well received. Woloverine President El
Engelter has received a grateful phone call from Budd Schaub who asked that the Wolverine Chapter be thanked
and applauded for their generosity in this time of need. The Wolverine contribution cannot rebuild houses or
replace motorcycles, but will be of some help to those families in their time of desperate need.

So, Thank you, Wolverines.

10th Annual Centreville Swap Meet and Bike Show are
on the horrizon. Be prepared to dive in and help.

PT CUSTOMS
BSA, TRIUMPH & NORTON MOTORCYCLES

: 4300 30th Street
welcome, Kevin Macdonald Do, Mi 49323
dear. Owner (616) 896-8686

Got a project? ask Kevin
Want a project? ask Kevin |

Vast knowledge of product

Vast inventory of parts
If you have or seek an interesting project in the BSA,
Triumph, or Norton badges, PT Customs is your one
stop shop for what you need and what you need to
know.

“You're so beautiful! I’ll always o
love and take care of you. Thank | Visit PT Customs at the crossroads

you for being in my life.” in Burnips, MI

You'll be glad you did.




Crocker -nuff said

The Crocker motorcycle is most known for
it’s limited production numbers, there being
only 61 units built between 1935 and 1940.
Some other significant facts bring the marque
to a high point in the history of 2 wheeled
wonders.

One rumor to put to rest - no Harley Davidson
or Indian parts were ever used on an origi-

nal road going Crocker. Albert Crocker had
enough experience to design and build most
of the Crocker parts inhouse at his Los Ange-
les facility.*

No 2 Crockers were exactly the same , as each was built to customer order. A number of engines were offered
up to 100 cubic inches. All were fast. Some features unique to all Crockers were the cast aluminum fuel tanks,
a big tank or a small tank, as the customer wished. Unique to the Crocker, the 3 speed transmission case was
cast into the frame.

*Some early Crocker racetrack bikes used the Indian Scout 750 V-twin, but later Mr. crocker went to his own
500cc single for a lighter racetrack version. By 1935 Crocker produced only the venerable road bikes

AMCA WOLVERINE CHAPTER
1173 26th St.
Allegan, MI 49010

First Class Mail



