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AMCA MOTTO: RIDE’EM - DON’T HIDE’EM

Wolverines Visit With Cannonball Run Participants
A large contingency of Wolverines traveled to Kersten’s    
Harley Davidson dealership near North Judson, Indiana  on 
September 12 to meet the semi-annual Motorcycle Cannon-
ball Run as it traveled accross America from Portland, Maine 
to Portland, Oregon.  The 2018 Cannonball started with 107 
pre-1929 entrants and arrived at Kerstens just 7 bikes short.  
Wolverines involved in the 2018 event included Ziggy on 
a 1916 Indian Power Plus, Mike Carson on a 1928 Harley 
Davidson JDH and Buck Carson on a 1925 Harley Davidson.  
The 3750 mile ride was broken into 15 stages of about 250 
miles per day with an absolute mininum of freeway travel.  
Bikes entered must be capable of 42 miles per hour sustained 
speed.  Some modifacations are allowed for safety reasons such as safety rims, modern magneto, a speedom-
eter and odometer, and a compass.  Absolutely no GPS devices of any kind.  Riders are given a map of each 
days route at the morning meeting, with no advanced knowledge of the route except cities to be visited.

Wolverine Ziggy was still in the fray at Kersten’s, but 
both Mike and Buck Carson had met with fate early on 
in the Run with crashes.  Mike’s bike survived to al-
low a substitute rider to carry on, but later Mike gave 
up his seat in the truck and rode a stage with cracked 
ribs and a broken collar bone.
The 2018 Cannonball Run is over. Won by Dean     
Bordgioni riding a 1914 Harley Davidson single cyl-
inder machine, chugging over 3441 miles of Ameri-
can back roads. This is a a first time win for a single 
cylinder motorcycle in any Motorcycle Cannonball 
Endurance Run.

100 still in the hunt at Kersten’s

And some not so lucky



NATIONAL NEWS

MEMBER NEWS

 JOIN US
The AMCA Wolverine Chapter is meeting monthly on the third Wednesday temporarily at Brewsters on 
Portage Road in Kalamazoo  Meet & greet at 6 PM and the gavel falls at 7 PM sharp.  All welcome.
Call Barb @269-650-2038 for confirmation of future meeting locations.

 7 new members have joined the Wolverine Chapter AMCA.  Our new friends include: Brent Laubaugh 
of Battle Creek, David McBride and Gretchen Anderson of Mitchell, IN, Shiela Wilson of Cedar Springs, 
Randall Stroup of Hamilton, and Michael and Andria Keil of Kentwood.   New members bring new ideas 
to the chapter and your editors look forward to fresh “Tech and Travel” submissions to the Wolverine Tales 
newsletter. Classified ads are also free to all Wolverine Chapter members.We encourage all our members 
to become active in Chapter programs and attend membership meetings when possible. It’s fun to trade 
stories.

SEPTEMBER ELECTIONS
The September Chapter Meeting is the annual election of officers meeting.  This year the members present 
nominated  and voted to retain all officers up for election  Those re-elected appreciate the vote of confi-
dence and pledge to continue performing in the best interests of the Wolverine Chapter AMCA.

Well, the swap Meet/ Road Run season has come to a close for 2018.  But the 2019 season is just around 
the corner. We have 4 months in the shop to bring out our best for the 2019 season of riding and showing.  
Put some heat in the garage if needed and emerge with the daisey’s, showing off your most recent effort.

OFFICERS ROSTER
    President:  El Engelter 269-673-3480                                     Board Director: Mark Lahn 269-964-2947

    Vice President:  Scott Denny 269-967-5519 		       Board Director: Roger Green 269-274-4673

    Secretary: Barb Engelter 269-650-2038			        Board Director: Roger Spicer 269-953-6223    
   
    Treasurer: Linda Smith  269-342-4591			        Board Director: Jeff Maile 269-521-4203

     Advisory Director: Newsletter Editor                                     

MISSION STATEMENT
  Our hopes are to make our forefathers of two wheels proud, to truly maintain the tradition, spirit, and 

   integrity of the vintage motorcycle riding experience.  Promote the preservation and share our restorations of 

   the vintage motorcycle and it’s social culture.

Chapter Website: http://www.wolverineamca.com

Chapter e-mail: wolverineamca@yahoo.com

Newsletter editors: Barb & El Engelter (engelter@charter.net)       

CHAPTER NEWS



Wauseon Wrap-up Meeting set for November 3 in Lima.
The wrap-up meeting for the 2018 Wauseon National Meet at the Fulton County Fairgroinds is set for    
November 3rd, 12 noon at the Lima Harley Davidson Dealership south of Lima Ohio off I-75.  Any    
Wolverine who wishes to attend is welcome.
The meeting consists of a review of the good and bad issues that may have risen from the 2018 meet and 
any sugestions to be considered for improvement of the 2019 meet.  The final finiancial report will be 
presented and coolition member checks distributed.
This will be our first meeting being chaired by Mary Beth Wheat, who is our new chairman of the 
Wauseon National.
Please call or e-mail El Engelter@ 269-673-3480 or engelter@charter.net if you would like to ride along.

Parsgon Leathers to Re-open on Shaver Road.
After spending 6 months closing the Westnedge Avenue store, the Paragon Leather Store is re-emerging at 
10210 Shaver Road in Portage.  The store hours will be 10am to 6pm Monday thru Friday only.  Call 269-
323-9483 for details.

Gilmore Garage Works Looks to New Project.
The Gilmore Garage Works students are in the final throws of polishing off the 1969 BSA B-25 Starfire 
project .  The finished product of the students hard work will make it’s way to the Gilmore Car Museum 
Motorcycle Gallery soon.
Next project on the horizon for the student run motorcycle group at the Garage Works is unusual and excit-
ing.  A 1957 Mitsubishi Silver Pigeon in nearly complete but terrible condition has been located on the east 
side of the state and has been approved by the museum staff  for “go ahead”.
The Silver Pigeon was an obscure competion for the Vespa, Lambretta, Cushman scooter class bikes, but 
never reached the popularity of it’s brethren.  This should prove a challange and eventual source of pride 
for the students in the Gilmore Garage Works Program.
The Silver Pigeon’s basic drive is a variable belt drive off the 11.7 cu. in. 4 stroke engine with jackshaft 
chain drive to the rear wheel.

Best of the Best - Brit Style

  1938 Brough Superior

Considered the “Rolls Royce of Motorcycles” during 
it’s heyday, the Brough Superior motorcycles of the 
1930’s maintain their status among collectors today.
Outstanding engineering features like leading link front 
suspension with driver adjustable damping, foot gear 
shift, plunger rear suspension, contoured saddle bags, 
and those nickel plated tank sidecovers seperated the       
“Broughs”  (incidently pronounced “Bruff”)  from all 
others on the road.
Rumor has it that Jay Leno has 3 in his collection.



Calendar of Events

                                                                      Per Issue                                Per Year
                 
                        1/8  Page                                   $10                                         $35
                        1/4  Page                                     15                                           50
                        1/2  Page                                     25                                           80
                        Full Page                                     40                                         140

Commercial Display Ad Rates for Wolverine Tales

October  14	 Motorcycle Swap Meet, Wings Event Center, 10am to 4pm , Kalamazoo.

October 17	 Wolverine Chapter meeting, temporary location, Brewster’s , 5135 Portage Road,          		
                        Kalamazoo, Meet & Greet 6:00 PM, Gavel falls 7:00 PM
	   
              20	 Wolverines wishing to join Tom Heide 80th birthday ride, converge on Gun Lake Inn for 	  	
		  12 noon departure.
		  Wolverine Fall Party, Gull Lake Inn, 12500 M-89, Richland, 4:00 PM, Dinner by Left
		  Coast Open Pit at 5:00 PM.

	 28	 Motorcycle Swap Meet, Delta Plex, 10am to 4pm, Grand Rapids

November  3   Wauseon National Wrap-up Meeting, Lima HD Shop, Lima OH

	        21  Wolverine Chapter meeting, location TBD, Meet & Greet 6:00 PM, Gavel falls 7:00 PM

December 19  Wolverine Chapter meeting, location TBD, Meet & Greet 6:00 PM, Gavel falls 7:00 PM
 

Secretary’s Message
2019 Wolverine Chapter Dues are due beginning November 1, 2018 thru January 31, 2019.  Mail dues 
to Barb Engelter at 1173 26th St. Allegan, MI 49010 or pay me at any monthly meeting.

Dues are $15.00 per family.  Family means 2 members of the same household.  Single membership is 
$10.00.  Seniors over 65 are half price and over 75 years of age is FREE.  If your dues are not received 
before January 31st, your name is dropped from the roster and the newsletter mailing list, so renew 
early.

Remember you must be a member of the AMCA National Organization to be a member of any chap-
ter.  Please sign up or renew your national membership with them. Send your National dues to AMCA/   
Cornerstone Registration Ltd., P.O. Box 1715, Maple Grove, MN 5531-6715 

                                                                                                                   Barb Engelter, Secretary

Wolverine Tales needs fresh advertisers. Can you help?



Presidents Message
As this is the last issue of the Wolverine Tales for 2018, I would like to extend my sincere thank you to all 
who contributed to the success of  the Wolverine Chapter over the past year.
David Lehr, Mary Traxler and the entire committee of the Cantreville Swap Meet.
Nancy and Jim Summers for their continued committment to the Centreville Vintage Motorcycle Show.
All Wolverines who contributed to the success of the 2018 Gilmore Museum Motorcycle Show.
Russ Bailey for coordinating the Antique Bike Night at Perry Harley Davidson.
Roger Green for his efforts in promoting the Wolverine contribution to the Badger Chapter Pandemonium 
Pan Head Anniversary Ride.
To the 40+ Wolverines who participated in the annual Wauseon “horse gate” duty and Lynn Steimsma for 
coordinating that effort.
Scott Denny and Dennis DeHaan for orginizing a memorable side car ride for a 107 year old citizen.
To Linda and Mary for coordination the activities for the upcoming Wolverine Fall Picnic.
And lastly, to the voting members of the Wolverine Chapter AMCA for the vote of confidence shown in 
re-electing your 2017-18 officers for the 2019-20 period. .

Thank you Brewsters Junction for accommodating 
the Wolverine ChapterAMCA on short notice for our     
September membership meeting.

Located at 5135 Portage Road, Kalamazoo, Brewsters 
will again be the location for the October 17 meet-
ing when we wil again discuss a permanent meeting        
establishment.

Come to the Summer Picnic.
			   Fun and Food for All Wolverines



For Sale: 1977 Harley Davidson, Runs good,  As you see it. Come take a look.
$4600  Scott Denny 269-967-5519

Honda CB400F - The Original Super Sport?

When the Honda CB400F was first introduced in 1974 it didn’t exactly stir the loins of 
most riders.  Thought to be just a warmed over version of the lackluster CB350F, which 
actually made 2 less horsepower than the CB350 twin, the proof was in the pudd’in when 
the first customer test rides proved otherwise.
A new, lighter valve train, power tuned 4 into 1 exhaust, and an increased displacement 
to 408cc made the new model worlds more accepted in the small bore performance    
market.  With the new 6 speed gearbox and dry weight of 392 pounds, the 400/four was 
the delight of the light sport world.
On todays vintage market the CB400F still brings smiles to those who enjoy a light-
weight ride through the back road twisties and still commands a considerate dollar on the 
vintage market.



To all Wolverines,
At the August Wolverine chapter meeting the Wolverine members present voted to replace 
the annual Wolverine Holiday party with a Fall Picnic Party and ride to avoid possibility of 
inclement weather preventing maximum attendance as in the past.
At the September Chapter meeting, several options were discussed.  The final decision by 
members present is as follows: Event date will be Saturday, October 20, 2018.
Those wishing to participate in the ride would meet at the Gun River Inn (formerly 
Orangeville Tavern) on Marsh Road to join in the 80th Birthday run for Tom Heide, leaving 
the Inn at noon sharp. Sausage gravy and biscuits breakfast may be available before the run.
Those wishing to participate only in the Fall Picnic Party would congregate at the Gull 
Lake Inn on M-89 east of Richland to partake in a Wolverine sponsored Left Coast Open Pit            
( formerly Q It Up) tri tip barbeque with all the fix’ins.  Party starts at 4PM with dinner at 
5PM.  Libations are BYOB and rooms will be available on site by reservation for late partiers.  
Gull Lake Inn phone is 269-731-4131.  The attached flyer will fill in the details.  Contact 
Linda or Mary for any questions and RSVP.
Members eat free. $15 charge for guests.



Breakfast
Mon. thru Sat. 7:ooam - 11:00am

Lunch
Mon. thru Sat. 11:00am - 2:00pm

 Sunday 7:ooam - 1:oopm
Now accepting credit cards

Google “Facebook”. Prompt will 
be Sign-in or sign-up. If you are 
a member-sign in,  if not sign-up. 
Hit “enter” and put “wolverine 
chapter amca” in “find friends”  
box at top of page,  Wolverine 
facebook page will pop up and 
you can now scroll down over the 
good stuff that Wolverines have 
submitted.  Click on some things 
meant to expand. 

How to “Like” 
The Wolverine 
Facebook Page



Reprinted from Wolverine Tales, Volume 1, Number 1 from January 2009
Just for a memory and to re-validate the satisfaction of motorcycling. 



FOR SALE
2001 HARLEY DAVIDSON 

DEUCE
CLEAN ONE OWNER

1450CC, 5 SPEED
26,000 MILES

MANY EXTRAS
$6500

CALL 269-731-2515



Fellow AMCA member Mark Bayer of the Santa Fe 
Trail Chapter has put together a new book covering    
motorcycle history from 1860. The book is $14.95 post-
age free from Mark Bayer
	 9420 N. Ditzler Ave.
	 Kansas City, MO 64157 

Bucket List Comes True for 107 Year Old Lady

Wolverines Scott Denny and Dennis DeHaan were recently instrumental in fullfilling a bucket list 
wish of 107 year old Viola Coleman at her residence in Kalamazoo. She wanted a motorcycle ride 
as one of her “A List” desires, as she had ridden behind her father many years ago. After hearing 
of her wish, Scott enlisted the help of Dennis, a Wolverine who has a very nice BMW with hack.  
The event drew a number of Wolverine and residence onlookers as Dennis first took a turn around 
the parking lot for a confidence check and received the “thumbs up” for a trip on the city streets.
Two local TV stations covered the event and it went viral nationwide on National TV.
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