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Welcome to our Lake Panorama Times Home Improvement Guide
By Shane Goodman | Publisher

The past nine months have been a challenge for most of us, but
many in the home improvement sector are having a banner year
thanks to folks staying closer to home and jumping in to remodeling projects that they may have been putting off. And why not?
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With this in mind, I welcome you to our Lake Panorama Times
Home Improvement Guide. This is a special supplement to your Lake Panorama
Times that we hope to publish twice a year, giving you specific examples of how lake
residents have transformed their homes and properties. As you will see, this section
is packed with photos including before-and-after shots. My thanks to Susan Thompson for writing these stories and to all the residents who agreed to be interviewed.
Throughout this section, you will also find advertisements from local businesses that
can you help you in your next project, however large or small it may be. As always,
we encourage you to buy local products and services whenever you can, as it helps us
all in the end. If you own or operate a local business and would like to be included
in our next guide, please contact Stormy Baker at stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com.
Meanwhile, I hope you enjoy this guide and that it spurs you to think about your
next home improvement project.
Thanks for reading. n

Kyle Olson
Broker

515-570-1100
www.listwithkyle.com

108 E Main Street, Panora
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KITCHEN

By Susan Thompson

Kitchen remodel snowballs

New cabinets, countertops, backsplash, flooring, lighting, appliances and more in Hydes’ condo.

Todd and Jane Hyde had a problem.
They purchased a new stainless steel
side-by-side refrigerator/freezer to
replace an older, white version of the
same thing in their condo overlooking
Lake Panorama’s main basin. But when
it arrived, it was too tall to fit under the
overhead cabinet.

AFTER

Billy Donovan, who started his career in construction working for Bill
Priestley after high school, earlier had
replaced a French door with a sliding
glass door at the Hyde condo.
Todd called Donovan to tell him about
the refrigerator issue and asked if he
could trim a few inches off the bottom
of the cabinet. After Donovan saw
the situation for himself, he suggested
several options, with one of those being
to replace all the kitchen cabinets.
The Hydes liked that idea, and Jane
says things “snowballed” from there.
“One thing led to another,” she says.
“We decided if we were going to have
new cabinets, we might as well replace
the countertops and backsplash.” Next
came flooring, lighting, all new appliances, and turning an enclosed pantry
into an open liquor cabinet with a beer
refrigerator below.
Jane already knew she wanted cherry
veneer cabinets and easily found those.
“But it took her two weeks to find pull
handles she liked,” Todd jokes.
The couple chose a solid surface countertop, so an “edgeless” sink could be
incorporated directly into the countertop. Jane chose a tile backsplash that
features several colors — brown, tan,

Todd and Jane Hyde are shown in their remodeled kitchen. Every surface, appliance and fixture has been replaced for a clean,
modern look.
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KITCHEN
gray, green and white — to tie in with other parts of the kitchen
and adjacent living area.
The condo was built in 1983. As Donovan transformed their kitchen, the nearby dining and living room areas also showed their age.
Carpet that ran from the edge of the kitchen through the dining
area was removed. New tile was laid for the kitchen floor and continued through the dining area to that door Donovan had installed
earlier.
In the living room, the wood-burning fireplace was replaced with
an electric fireplace. Donovan built a stacked stone wall to surround the new fireplace. The stone looked so nice, the couple
decided to also use it on the sides of the kitchen peninsula, below
the countertop.
A new ceiling fan and light fixture was installed in the middle of
the main part of the kitchen. Todd, who admits to being sort of a
“nut” when it comes to lighting, chose new light fixtures to replace
two recessed lights over the kitchen island. He also chose lights to
place under the island counter.

A closeup of the backsplash Jane Hyde chose for the kitchen. She wanted to incorporate several colors
to tie in with the kitchen countertops, cupboards and flooring, plus finishes in the nearby dining and living
room areas.

Experience

the Riverside Kitchen & Bath difference!

STOP IN
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O
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• Cabinets & Countertops
• Hardware & Accessories
• Curbless Showers
• Walk-in Tubs
• Bath Fixtures
• Free Design
LOCALLY OWNED & MANAGED
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216 Nile Kinnick Drive South in Adel
RiversideKitchenBath.com • 515-993-2254
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Don't let pests find a home
in your house this winter!
Now is the time
that Asian Beetles,
Box Elder Bugs,
and Rodents are
actively looking for
a Winter Home!

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!
Locally owned and operated
Free estimates and no contracts

Panora, IA

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Nick Rude: 515-664-1646

Licensed and Insured
All work is guaranteed
Products used are people
and pet friendly

One of the things Jane likes most
about the kitchen remodel was turning the small, enclosed pantry into
an open-shelved area for the couples’
favorite liquor and memorabilia.
Throughout the kitchen remodel, that
led to additional renovations elsewhere.
“When you’re remodeling, you come
across lots of unknowns,” Todd says.
Last year, the Hydes decided it was
time to renovate the downstairs bathrooms and bedrooms, removing the
1980s-style oak and brass, and updating with modern finishes and fixtures.
Todd, who loves boats and boating,
bought a C lot at Lake Panorama in
1989. He and Jane had their first date
on July 27, 2000, which was her first

introduction to Lake Panorama. The
couple married in 2002.

BEFORE

The couple’s full-time home is in West
Des Moines. Before they purchased
their condo in October 2008, they
would come to Lake Panorama for a
day or two at a time, and either drive
back to West Des Moines or stay at the
Port hotel. Since they’ve owned and
updated their condo, the couple says
they’re “out here a lot.”
Todd moved into semi-retirement last
year, so often they come to the lake
on a Thursday evening and stay until
Monday afternoon. “This place is near
and dear to us,” he says. “We have lots
of friends here, and lots of great memories. We see ourselves at Lake Panorama for many years to come.” n

This is what the Hyde kitchen looked like before the couple purchased a new refrigerator,
which was too tall to fit in the same space as the old one.

Lake Lumber Co.
... so much more than lumber...

Windows and doors by Marvin, Andersen and ThermaTech • ThermaTru Doors
Azek and Timbertech Decking • Westbury Railing and Screen Rail
LP Smartside • Eldorado Stone • Larson Storm Doors
Creative Stair Parts • Schlage door hardware • Interior Millwork specialties
MON-FRI 7:30 - 5:00
KraftMaid and WayPoint cabinetry • Cambria countertop
SAT 9:00 - 2:00
Plan Service Available • Central State Steel • Just to name a few! (WINTER HOURS)

405 EAST CLAY STREET

PANORA, IA

(641) 755-2385
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WHOLE HOUSE

By Susan Thompson

Small house transformed into dream home

One corner of the rear foundation and 10 feet of wall on either side were the only parts of the old house still standing once deconstruction was complete.
Sixteen years ago, Jerry and Colleen Patterson purchased a 1971 prefab Wausau house on the east side of
Lake Panorama. They had moved from New York to
Des Moines three years earlier, when Jerry took a job at
Principal.

BEFORE

With family in Wisconsin and Chicago, they were
happy to be back in the Midwest. But they also wanted
a get-away home for them and their two young children,
Abigail and Jerry, Jr.
“We looked at the Ozarks, Clear Lake, even Colorado,”
Jerry says. “We had never heard of Lake Panorama, and
the ‘muddy lake’ concept was new to us. But we came to
look around and liked it.”
They chose the small Wausau house mostly because of
its location.
“It’s on a level lot with a flat driveway, lots of trees
around, and about 10 steps to the water,” Jerry says. The
house is on the south edge of the Narrows.
“We love it here,” says Colleen. “It’s quieter than some
other parts of the lake. When we bought the house, it
needed work, but we really fell in love with the location.”

The Pattersons purchased their Lake Panorama home 16 years ago. Soon, a tiki hut was added, and the home
received a full makeover, both inside and out.

The couple hired Bill Priestley and Priestley Construction to make significant updates to the old house,
including new wiring, plumbing, flooring, appliances,
cabinets, countertops and windows.

to their small home. Thill agreed, and the tiki bar was
named Buster’s, which is Jerry, Jr.’s nickname. Buster’s
provided additional outdoor space for the growing
family.

Jerry noticed a tiki bar on another property and contacted the owner, Steve Thill, to see if he’d build one next

“Our kids grew up in that little house, and it was fine
for a long time,” Colleen says. “But as they got bigger,

This photo was taken in 2002, two years before the Pattersons bought the original
Wausau home.
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This photo of the front of the Patterson’s home was taken following extensive remodeling
both inside and out. In October 2015, a completely new home was built to replace this one.

Deconstruction of the old home involved lifting the top floor off like a lid. One
corner of the rear foundation and 10 feet of wall on either side were the only parts
of the old house still standing once deconstruction was complete.

and their friends who visited got bigger, we really needed
more space. We talked about looking at other homes,
but we didn’t want to give up this location.”
Billy Donovan had worked for Priestley Construction on
the earlier remodel of their existing home. He started his
own construction business in 2013 after 19 years with
Priestley.
“We had gotten to know Billy and his wife Emily really
well,” Jerry says. “We had so much confidence in Billy,
because of his obsession with doing things right. He’s
a perfectionist, and we knew he would do a quality job
building us a new home in our existing location.”
Donovan hadn’t yet built an entire home on his own,
so it took some convincing, but he eventually agreed to
the project. The Pattersons hired an architect to create a
detailed plan for their new home.
First the old house had to go. One corner of the rear
foundation and 10 feet of wall on either side were the
only parts of the old house still standing once deconstruction was complete. Also still standing was Buster’s.
“I told Billy the only rule during the tear down and rebuilding process was to do no harm to the tiki bar,” Jerry
says. “I know that was tough sometimes, because it’s so

This architectural drawing shows the front of the new home that replaced a 1971 modular
house owned by Jerry and Colleen Patterson.

close to the new house. But it survived.”
Work began in October of 2015, and the family moved
back in the following Fourth of July.
“We came out to check on it during the construction. In
the winter before the roof was on, we’d scoop snow out.
By June, we were camping in the house on weekends,”
Jerry says.
The new house is two stories, built on a finished basement, with an open concept throughout.
“The old house also had an open concept,” Colleen says.
“But this house has bigger bedrooms and bathrooms and
a lot more storage.”
A tour begins at Buster’s. Extensive landscaping from
there along the shoreline was done by Wood Duck
Landscapes. It features pavers next to Buster’s, new walkways, two firepits, several seating areas, new riprap along
the shoreline, and two metal palm trees.
Turning toward the house from Buster’s, an outdoor
covered patio features a ping-pong table, and a dropdown screen for outdoor movies. Step inside the sliding
glass door, and you are in the “kids” area where there are
bunk beds, a couch, television, game table and chairs,

and a full bathroom. Also on this level is a small bathroom with its own door that opens to the outside.
“If we’re entertaining outside, this provides easy access to
a nearby bathroom,” Colleen says.
A second small door on the west end of the basement
opens into the “staging room” for the tiki bar, with
lots of storage, a refrigerator, and shelves stocked with
supplies.
Take the stairs to the first floor, and you enter the main
living area. There is a powder room near the front of the
house and a large dining room on the west end.
The open kitchen has a long island and lots of counter space and cabinets, with large windows to the lake.
Nearby is a multi-purpose area with comfy seating, a
fireplace with television mounted above it, a round table
with four chairs and a built-in cabinet and shelving unit.
From there, you can walk out the nearby sliding glass
doors onto the covered porch, overlooking the lake.
“The old house had a covered porch that we loved, so we
had the architect incorporate one into our new house,”
Jerry says.
The upper floor features a master bedroom and bath-
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WHOLE HOUSE
room that stretches the entire length of the house. The
master bath features a soaking tub, plus shower and double vanities. Many windows face the lake, as does a patio
door from the master that leads to a deck. A table, two
lounge chairs and two bright red umbrellas fill the deck.

AFTER

On the other side of a long hallway are bedrooms for
Abigail and Jerry, Jr., with a shared bathroom between.
The hallway is lined with large, framed photos of family
and friends.
The house features maple flooring throughout with carpet in the bedrooms. White wainscotting comes partway
up the walls in both the basement and first floor with
white baseboard, window and door trim.
A whole-home sound system was installed. Donovan
built in a bench by the front door, and another on the
lower level with hooks above it for life jackets and hats.
He also built other cabinets and shelves throughout the
home and did the tile work in the bathrooms.
When asked about their favorite place in the house, Colleen says for her it’s the kitchen with its white cabinets
and quartzite countertops. Jerry says his favorite place is
the covered porch on the main level. Jerry also likes the
look of the front of the house.
“Lots of times people don’t think much about how the

Exterior features include lots of windows in varying sizes, covered front and side porches with white side railings,
stone columns, and pergola-like structures over some of the windows. A siding that mimics shake shingles surrounds
the house, and is painted gray, with white trim boards.

This angle shows the front of the new home under construction.
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The open kitchen has a long island, quartzite countertops and white cabinets with
large windows to the lake.

front of their house will look. But the architect
incorporated several things to make the front
of this house stand out,” he says.

and is working at Indian Hills Middle School
in Des Moines, where she attended school herself. Jerry, Jr., now 17, is a senior at Dowling.

Exterior features include lots of windows in
varying sizes, covered front and side porches with white side railings, stone columns,
and pergola-like structures over some of the
windows. A siding that mimics shake shingles
surrounds the house, and is painted gray, with
white trim boards.

Over the years, the Pattersons have introduced
friends and co-workers to Lake Panorama, and
eventually some of them purchased property
here as well. There was a time seven years
ago when the family was facing a move back
to New York, and they decided to list their
renovated home for sale. It was even featured
on the cover of an issue of Homes & Land
magazine. That magazine cover is tacked to
the ceiling of Buster’s.

The Patterson family usually spends every
summer weekend at their Lake Panorama
home and frequently enjoy it on weekends the
rest of the year, too. This past March, when
schools and businesses closed because of the
pandemic, the family moved to their Lake
Panorama home full-time, until early September.
Abigail, now 22, graduated last year from the
University of Iowa with a degree in marketing

“It was listed for just a week, and I came out
and took down the for-sale sign,” Jerry says.
“We just couldn’t stand the thought of giving
this up. The Lake Panorama community has a
great infrastructure and two nice golf courses.
We have great neighbors and rich friendships
here. This isn’t just a lake house to us. This is
our second home.” n

BAKER

Colleen and Jerry Patterson are shown on their home’s covered porch,
which Jerry says is his favorite thing about the new home.

A TEAM THAT CAN HELP YOU

Heating & Cooling
NEW CONSTRUCTION
REPLACEMENT
COMMERCIAL
GEO-THERMAL
SYSTEM CHECKS
Providing year round comfort for your home or business!

For all your heating & cooling needs
Call Bruce at 515-559-6778 or 515-833-2052

CALL US TODAY! 515-993-3332

PAUL’S AAA
PEST CONTROL, INC.
www.PaulsAAAPestControl.com • PaulsPestControl@yahoo.com
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GATHERING SPACE

Large gathering space
suits large family
This unique spot for family and friends didn’t begin with a grand plan
but evolved over time as opportunities arose.

BEFORE

The old boathouse is shown before work began to transform it into an entertainment
space.

REMODELING • REPAIRS
KITCHENS • WINDOWS
BATHS • DOORS • DECKS

Ron and Paulette Chambers were relaxing near the ocean in Hawaii in 2012, celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary. Caught up in the moment, Ron suggested they
should find a way to spend more time near water.
But with Ron part of a fourth-generation farm near Hamlin in Audubon County,
Paulette knew it would be tough to get him very far from the farm. In the spring, they
bought a C lot at Lake Panorama and moved a camper to Lake Panorama’s east campground. They bought a boat and started to make friends.
In 2013, they were looking at lots, thinking they would build a second home at Lake
Panorama. They found a flat, wooded lot on Tie Road. It had 100 feet of shoreline on
Hughes Cove and an old boathouse.
The couple bought the lot and planned to build a house. Then they took a look at an
existing home for sale on a nicely landscaped lot just across the street. Within a month
of buying their lot, they bought their home.
Once they owned the lot, Dean Stanley started removing trees and installing new riprap along the shoreline. As the area around the old boathouse opened up, the couple
started to think about other ways to use this lot beyond a place for their boat.
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By Susan Thompson

Rick Titus in his 45th
year of selling and
installing more efficient
fireplace inserts and
vent free gas logs!
- photo by Les Houser, Wright Couty Monitor

If you have a fireplace that burns wood,
you know that it loses all of its heat up the
chimney. Rick Titus has a wood burning
insert that will burn with the efficiency of
a wood stove and fit inside your fireplace
so it keeps your fireplace look.

Ron and Paulette Chambers are shown at the rolling bar in their boathouse. Note the
nearby 1962 boat that was turned into a display and storage unit.

Stanley said if they wanted to raise the boathouse high enough to make it usable as an
indoor space, he had steel beams that could create a platform. LPA building codes don’t
allow the construction of new boathouses. But old ones can be renovated as long as the
structure doesn’t grow in size.
Footings were installed below the water level, the structure was lifted, and beams put
in place. The tin roof was peeled back so 85 tons of sand could be dumped inside.
The sand was the base for a new concrete floor, coated with a non-slip surface. A new
roof with a waterproof membrane was installed. Waterproof paneling was added to the
interior walls.
The family’s pontoon rests on a floating dock nearby. The couple realized the dock
material could be used to create a walkway on three sides of the boathouse that stick out
over the water. A ladder was added to the south section, which serves as a swim dock.
An outdoor shower and three rollup doors were installed.
The interior of the boathouse features a mounted television, shelves and a refrigerator/
freezer along the back wall. An old boat dating to 1962 was used to create a shelved display and storage unit. A rolling bar is surrounded by stools. There also is a round table
and chairs and two Adirondack chairs.
Just south of the boathouse is a sandy beach with a seating area above a rock wall. A
firepit is surrounded by chairs positioned on pavers. A potted metal palm tree and a
carved wooden “Chambers” sign add to the beach landscape.
A concrete path intersects the grassy, wooded lot and is used by Ron and Paulette as
they move supplies in their John Deere Gator. The lot is perfect for group games such
as volleyball and bags.

If you have a gas log in your fireplace it
also sends all of its heat up the chimney.
Rick has Vent Free gas logs that can burn
as efficient as a gas cook stove and burn
with the damper closed, thus keeping all
the heat in the house.
If you have one of the newer gas fireplaces
that vents out the side of the home or up a
chimney, Rick can convert it over to a Vent
Free log and keep all the heat in the home.
So no matter what kind of fireplace you
may have, Rick has an efficient solution
for it. Call Rick or email him at yahtitus@
gmail.com or go to his web site below. Rick
even has new fireplaces and woodstoves
that can heat your home even during a
power outage.

Call Rick at 515-532-3881 or 515-293-2455 or
visit www.fireplacesatthecountrystore.com
November 2020 | HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | Lake Panorama Times
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The summer of 2020 brought more family than ever
to the Chambers compound. With concerns about
COVID, many mini-vacations, birthday parties and
long weekends were spent at Lake Panorama.
“It’s a neutral spot, even if we aren’t here, the family
knows they can come,” Paulette says.
“The kids enjoy tubing, and we put about 100 hours
on the pontoon this summer. The boathouse is perfect
for these visits. I’d rather keep the sand here, not in the
house.”
Ron and Paulette’s blended family means seven children
with spouses, 22 grandchildren and one great-grandchild. That adds up to an immediate family of 39
people. Grandchildren in their teens almost always arrive
with friends. It’s not unusual for there to be 30-35 guests
at a time at the Chambers’ boathouse.
“If we only owned a house here, we wouldn’t have as
much company,” Ron says. “But with the boathouse,
friends feel comfortable driving their golf carts down the
path anytime, and others come by boat. It’s been better

than we ever expected.”
The Chambers family farm includes Ron, his brother
and three sons. They farm about 14,000 acres within
a 70-mile radius of their farmstead. After the 2018
harvest, Ron and Paulette moved to Lake Panorama
fulltime, making way for their youngest son and his wife
on the farm. Ron drives back and forth most days.

AFTER

When Ron gets home from the farm, it’s just he and
Paulette at the boathouse.
“We usually have supper here, maybe something on the
grill. We watch some television, and just relax,” she says.
This unique spot for family and friends didn’t begin
with a grand plan but evolved over time as opportunities
arose.
“We’ve always lived in the country,” Paulette says. “We
could never have moved into a town. But living at Lake
Panorama is still country, and the lake was enough of a
draw to get Ron away from the farm.”
“We like it here,” Ron says. “We’ve made so many

It’s a calm fall morning on Hughes Cove. This photo
shows the seating area around the Chambers firepit,
with a beach beyond. A swim dock is attached to the
south corner of the deck around the boathouse.

friends, from so many walks of life. And this is a gathering place for our large family. It has brought us much
closer together.” n

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
STAIRS
FURNITURE
CUSTOM WOODWORKING
FINISHES
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Rumelhart
Building
Company
We pride ourselves on

GUTHRIE COUNTY'S PREMIER GENERAL CONTRACTOR
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM CABINETRY AND WOODWORKING SINCE 1976.

our attention to detail
and our large amount
of repeat customers and

Monday - Friday: 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Closed Saturday and Sunday

referrals over the years.

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM! 105 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, GUTHRIE CENTER • 641-747-3171 • WWW.RUMELHARTBUILDING.COM
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DOUG’S
PLUMBING
& HEATING
2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center

(641) 332-2198
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LANDSCAPING

By Susan Thompson

Homeowners fall in love with landscape makeover
This past summer, what started as a project to improve shoreline riprap
turned into a complete landscape makeover for one Lake Panorama
couple. Wade and Teresa Jensen’s expansive home is on the lake’s west
side, with a view of Boulder Beach across the lake.

BEFORE

The house, riprap and other landscaping was about 20 years old. A
concrete block wall was moving, and the shoreline boulders needed
reworked, so the Jensens contacted Josh Eike with Wood Duck Landscapes.

This “before” picture shows the smaller rocks topped with wooden
railroad ties that made up the shoreline of the Jensen home before new
riprap was installed this spring. This photo also shows two retaining
walls that split the old lawn into three sections.

14

This “before” picture of the Jensen home shows the old concrete walkway to their swim dock, plus
multiple block walls. The concrete walkway was replaced with pavers and blocks. The retaining walls
were removed, and replaced with a green lawn that stretches from the patio to the shoreline.
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“We started at the shoreline, but once we got started,
we just kept going,” says Wade Jensen. “Josh and his
crew were able to do everything we wanted done.”

AFTER

Ultimately, the landscape makeover involved shoreline
riprap, a retaining wall, improved irrigation, a new
lawn, hardscape that included walkways, a patio, firepit, and place for a swim spa, lighting, a sound system,
and plantings both in landscaped beds and pots.
The Jensens first property at Lake Panorama was a
small home on Burchfield Cove, purchased in 2008. At
the time, they also had a home near Kimballton, Iowa.
Wade works for Remington Seeds, based in Indiana.
When his responsibilities changed and more travel time
was required, the couple decided it was time to leave
the family farm and move into a larger home at Lake
Panorama. They purchased their west-side lake home
in 2012.
Wade says the extensive landscaping project started
early last spring with “destruction” of the old patio and
retaining wall. By April 1, the crew was reworking the
riprap. The couple wanted a lawn without a steep slope
towards the water. That led to a retaining wall being
built just behind the riprap, with soil brought in before
the area was sodded.

Much larger rocks were used for the new riprapped shoreline, with a retaining wall installed directly behind the riprap.
This allowed for a single yard, rather than the three sections in the old landscape design.

The couple already had two docks — a cantilevered
swim dock on the north side of their property, and
a boat dock and lift on the south side. New stone
walkways with steps, where needed, were built to both
docks.
“Sometimes Josh would come up with an idea we
hadn’t thought of,” says Teresa. “For instance, he suggested a wall along the walkway going to our boat, and
it’s become a favorite spot for us to sit and watch what’s
going on. We’re really happy with it.”
The couple says choosing the various hardscape items
wasn’t difficult. Eike showed them a website and made
suggestions. They chose irregular-shaped pavers for
some portions of the walkways, square and rectangular
tiles for the patio, and different sized blocks to line
the walkways, encircle the firepit, and build columns
around posts supporting the covered patio. All materials are manmade but look like natural stone.

In an earlier project, the Jensens had Donovan Construction enlarge their existing covered patio. Wood Duck
Landscapes installed the new patio floor that consists of square and rectangular pavers, plus built up stone columns
around the wooden deck supports.
November 2020 | HOME IMPROVEMENT GUIDE | Lake Panorama Times

15

LANDSCAPING
Lights were added at the base of some of the large trees surrounding the Jensen
home, plus the patio, firepit and along the walkways. Two outdoor speakers
hang above the covered patio and at the swim dock. The exterior lights, sound
system and irrigation system can be controlled with an app on Wade’s cell
phone.
Teresa admits to thinking the project had gotten out of hand, as new items
were added to the list, but Wade was all in.
“Once it was done, I agreed he was right,” she says. “I didn’t realize how boring
our landscaping was until we had all this.”
When asked about their favorite part of the makeover, neither Wade nor Teresa
come up with a single answer.
“We just love the entire space,” Teresa says. “We enjoy sitting outside on the patio in the morning with our coffee, even when it’s cool. It just makes us happy.”
The Jensens say they love Lake Panorama.
“Our lake view is great,” Wade says. “We enjoy all the wildlife, the eagles, the
herons. We even enjoy the quiet and peacefulness of the winters.” When Wade
retires, their retirement destination will be their Lake Panorama home. n

Teresa and Wade Jensen sit on the wall along the walkway that leads to their boat dock, with
their home nestled in the trees behind them. Their extensive landscape makeover included
two new walkways, one to the boat dock and one to a swim dock.

COUNTERTOPS • INTERIOR DESIGN

Thinking of
upgrading?
We have loan options that
will help you turn your house
into your dream home!

Kozy Home
102 SE 13TH ST. PANORA
641-755-3400
FLOORING • FURNITURE • CABINETS
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www.iowatrustbank.com

We are your community
bank and we are
committed to be a vital
contributor of time, talent
and resources to the
communities we serve.

M-F 8AM-5PM • SAT 8AM-NOON • 120 E. MAIN ST. • PANORA • (641) 755-2141

DECK

By Susan Thompson

Expanded outdoor living comes in stages
Deck and other projects enriched the appearance of the Eckley home, as well as the value.

BEFORE

AFTER

This shows the original west deck, which was cramped and didn’t provide
as much storage underneath.

Much of life at Lake Panorama is about
outdoor living. Over the last three years,
Doug and Dee Eckley have made improvements to their home to enhance their
outdoor living options.
The Eckley home is on the fifth hole of
the Lake Panorama National golf course.
Doug’s sister, Dee Tometich, who lives
on Helen’s Cove with her husband Jim,
enticed the couple to consider living here.
“We preferred the east side of the lake so
we would be close to the LPN golf course
and conference center. We looked, put the
idea aside, then a house came available we
would consider,” says Dee. “They accepted
the offer, and the rest is history.”
They purchased their home in the fall of
2012 and moved from Ankeny to Lake
Panorama fulltime the following spring.
Their outdoor living additions began with
a pergola.
“Our children knew Doug wanted a fire
pit and I wanted a pergola, so Christmas

This shows the completed west deck. The deck expanded out from the house another 10 feet
than the old deck, with a new storage area created below.

of 2016 they gifted both to us,” Dee says.
In May 2017, friends and family installed
the pergola on top of an existing 15-foot
by 11-foot patio reached by a sliding glass
door from the basement family room. The
crew consisted of Doug, a son and sonin-law, and two handy neighbors, Larry
Wykoff and Dave Clawson.
The pergola gets the most use for an
hour or two on late summer afternoons,
since it is shaded. Glimpses of the lake
are available here and there between trees
and houses on the other ride of Panorama
Drive, and they enjoy the lake and street
activity during these times.
The next project was new railing on the
front deck, which is 8 feet by 19 feet, and
where guests enter the home’s front door.
The size of the deck was satisfactory, but
the railing was the original generic wood
railing. Dee says “there was much deliberation on the front deck railing.” In the
end, she won, and wood with black metal

When you are ready,
call Sunset Realty.
We will work hard to get you
the best price, in the shortest
amount of time. Seamlessly

Dave Wagler Broker

641.757.1204

Laura Kemble Broker Associate

641.757.0287

This advertisement is not intended to solicite already listed properties. Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa.
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DECK
balusters was installed in the summer of 2018.
The biggest project was an expansion of the
back deck, which faces west. The original deck
was 8 feet by 27 feet, with the new deck spreading out another 10 feet toward the golf course.
Dave Clawson, a neighbor three houses to the
south, was a volunteer on the pergola. But
handyman expertise was more critical to the
west deck project, so the Eckleys hired Clawson
this time. Again, family and friends stepped up
to help, including brothers-in-laws Jim Tometich and Dave Huffman, friends Larry Wykoff
and Ron Reynolds, and their son Bryce.
In May 2019, the couple applied for and
received approval from the LPA to enlarge the
deck. The old deck boards were removed and
used to side a storage area under the deck. The
original deck had a smaller storage area, with
lattice work. Using the old treated wood for
siding, adorned with an Iowa State University

This view of the east side of the Eckley house was taken this summer after the pergola, retaining wall and front deck received
a coat of pecan-colored stain. The same stain also was used on the back deck.

You deserve premium

quality water!

The Hero Premium Water Conditioning
system has been designed to fit your needs
and save you money at your lake home.

QUALITY HOME INSPECTIONS
“I did not know who
to call for a home
inspection and then
found Panoramic
Home Inspections
online. Best decicion
ever. Thanks Randy!”
Jon T.

• Whole Home Filtration
• Salt Delivery
• Chlorine removal and softening all-in-one
• Unbeatable Prices and Warranties

Certified InterNACHI inspector

Feel Good About
Your Home!

• Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

Improvements are coming at the lake and we can help, too!

Call Dave today to see results fast!

Call for a FREE home water evaluation. (641) 757-1473
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Panoramic View Home Inspections
PanoramicViewHomeInspections.com • 515-490-3623
Locally owned and operated by Randy Walz, a proud local veteran!

flag, the new storage is large enough for a trailer, mower,
and other tools.
More footings were installed, and new treated deck
boards were purchased for the floor. The original stairs
faced west. But with the extra 10 feet, there was space to
move these to the north side of the deck.
Because Dee picked out the front railing, Doug got to
choose the railing for the back. It is a textured black
aluminum railing by Weatherables. Solar lighting was
installed on the steps.
The couple already had a mounted television tucked
under the house’s large roof overhang. This stayed, and
they now have a group seating area there. The larger deck
gave the Eckleys room for a table and chairs for eating,
visiting or games.
“When it rains, we are able to pull most all seating under
the overhang and stay outside,” Dee says.
“The extra storage under the deck has been a huge benefit,” Doug says. “But the best part is the ability to have

several couples or friends over to entertain comfortably.”
Indoor/outdoor entertaining is easy, as the sliding patio
door on the deck enters directly into an open concept
kitchen, dining and living area.
“We love our back deck,” says Dee. “We no longer sit
knee to knee. Now we can entertain a group of 15-20
without any problems. It’s always fun to sit out there and
help golfers find their golf balls.”
This past summer, the pergola, east and west decks, and
a front retaining wall all received a pecan-color stain to
tie things together. The couple estimates they kept their
total project costs to about $10,000.
“All projects have enriched the appearance of our home,
as well as the value in the long term,” Dee says. “We appreciated the help of friends and couldn’t ask for a better
neighborhood.”
The Eckleys have yet to install Doug’s fire pit, but chances seem good that will be the next outdoor living project
this couple undertakes. n

Complete Title Services

Doug and Dee Eckley enjoy their deck with an expansive
view of the Lake Panorama National golf course. Their
home is located near the 150-yard marker on the fifth
hole.

GRUBER
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