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PARADISEPAD WATERSPORTS
COMPANY GROWS, GIVES BACK
The Haydens sold their first ParadisePads off their dock at Lake Panorama.
BY SUSAN THOMPSON | Lake Panorama Times

The pads hold between 900
and 3,000 pounds, depending
on the size, and range in price
from $450 to $750 per pad. Each
year since 2016, ParadisePad has
been recognized as “America’s
Premium WaterPad.”
In the last few years, the
Haydens have added additional
items to their portfolio, including
inflatable waterpads, standup
paddleboards and yoga mats.
Nearly five years ago, Mike
left his full-time job to focus
more on the growing ParadisePad business.
“Our business philosophy is
simple: offer a premium watersport product to enhance our
customers’ time on the water
for many years,” he says. “We
will continue with this simple

In 2011, Austin Hayden (left) and his father Mike Hayden
created ParadisePad, a foam water pad designed for people
looking for a perfect raft on the water. Since then, the
company has grown significantly, marketing its products
across the United States and in Europe.
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SPECIAL TO THE LAKE TIMES

A watersports company that
got its start at Lake Panorama
continues to grow, while also
giving back to the local community.
Mike and Colette Hayden
moved their family, including daughter Allison and son
Austin, from Wisconsin to West
Des Moines 30 years ago. After a few years, they decided to
purchase lake property. They
checked several places before
choosing Lake Panorama, where
they’ve owned property for 22
years. Their current home is recognized by boaters as the one
with the two-story metal dock
built into a rock wall.
Austin was a college student, spending a summer day
on Lake Panorama with family
and friends, when he spotted
a large floating piece of foam
behind a boat in Horseshoe
Cove. He swam over to check
it out, wondering how he could
get one. But he also wondered
if there were better products in
existence, since the raft didn’t
seem to hold many people up
at one time.
Austin and Mike began their
research. Mike Hayden, a 30year manufacturing representative, put a team of engineers
together.
“We got samples of competitors and brought them to the engineers,” Mike says. “We asked
them to share their opinions on
what they would do different.”
What they came up with was
an American-made, two-ply,
thermally bonded water pad the
Haydens have manufactured
in the Midwest. They offered
their first foam water rafts for
sale in 2011.
The Haydens sold their first
ParadisePads right off their dock
at Lake Panorama.
“That first summer people
would come up and say, ‘Are
you the guys with the pads?,’
” Austin says. “We’d tell them
we’d be right back, walk up the
hill and bring one down.”
They started contacting marinas, including Coulter Panorama Marine, who agreed to sell
their floating pads. The business
plan includes selling wholesale
to marinas and boat dealers.
More recently, the Haydens have
been selling directly from their
website.
The foam pads now come in
a variety of sizes and range in
weight from 23 to 56 pounds.

In recent years, the company has created smaller inflatables, such as a standup paddleboard
and this yoga mat.

Save an average of $894.*

Protect:
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Your house.
Your bank account.
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The Friends of Lake Panorama board continues to plan its third Beach Ball, to be held
Aug. 1. The event was postponed from April 18,
because of restrictions caused by COVID-19.
Friends continues to monitor the situation
and will adjust plans again, if needed.
The Friends board is pleased with the support shown for the 2020 Beach Ball, which will
raise money for new playground equipment
at Boulder and Shady beaches. So far, about
100 items have been donated for auctions and
a raffle. There also will be other fundraising
activities that evening.
When the Beach Ball was scheduled for April
18, the 30 tables available all had sponsors and
decorators, and most seats had been sold. Contacts have been made with table sponsors
and ticket holders, and most have said the
new date works for them.
Seats or tables that do become available
will be offered to those on a waiting list. Anyone interested in attending who isn’t on the
waiting list can do so by contacting Susan
Thompson, 515-240-6536, or staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org.
Those who have paid for a table sponsorship or tickets and can’t attend can either
leave the money with Friends as a donation
for the playground project or ask for a refund.
Direct donations for these new playgrounds
are at $14,500 — a good start toward the
$70,000 goal. Two recent developments will
boost that total.
An online auction April 16-20 raised money
for the playground project. Mike and Austin
Hayden, the father/son team behind ParadisePad watersports products, offered six items
to Friends to help raise money for new playground equipment.
When the April 18 Beach Ball was postponed,
the Friends board decided to hold an online
auction so buyers could enjoy their new water toys this summer. The result was $1,225
raised for Friends to add to its playground fund.
Also, Friends of Lake Panorama has been
notified it will receive a $2,000 grant from the
Guthrie County Community Foundation. The
Foundation had a total of $143,902 to give in
grants from the Community Foundation of
Greater Des Moines and Grow Greene County
Gaming Corporation. Friends of Lake Panorama is one of the 35 recipients of a 2020 grant.
Donations for the playground project are
accepted at any time. Donations can be mailed
to P.O. Box 488, Panora, IA 50216 with checks
payable to Friends of Lake Panorama. All donations are tax-deductible, and donors receive
a thank-you letter acknowledging their donations. Donors of $500 or more will be recognized on signs erected near both playgrounds,
and on the donor page of the Friends website.
More information about the playgrounds
and donation options is available at www.
friendsoflakepanorama.org. n
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Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

*Average annual household savings based on national 2016 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
**Based on A.M. Best written premium.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL,
1005002.1
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL, State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

Robert Carr Insurance Agcy Inc
Robert Carr, Agent
111 S. 4th Street
Guthrie Center, IA 50115
Bus: 641-332-2263

PAGE 2 | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES | MAY EDITION 2020 | WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM

A TEAM THAT CAN HELP YOU

ON THE LAKE

Restaurants, relaxation,
lake dogs and a new website
By SHANE GOODMAN
Editor and Publisher

CALL US TODAY! 515-993-3332

PAUL’S AAA
PEST CONTROL, INC.
www.PaulsAAAPestControl.com
PaulsPestControl@yahoo.com

MAKE YOUR HOME

Shine
THIS SUMMER!

• PAINTING – INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• DECK STAINING
• WALL COVERING & REMOVAL
• POWER WASHING – CLEAN THE
MOLD OFF YOUR HOUSE & DOCKS

• DRYWALL REPAIR
• VERY NEAT & CLEAN!

2-PICKY

SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP
FOR THE LONGEVITY OF THE PAINT!

S

CALL TODAY FOR A

UNDEEN

DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATE!
Wade Sundeen

515.238.9233

twopickyman@netins.net

I am hungry. How about
you?
Restaurants in Guthrie
County officially re-opened
on April 21,
a nd I a m
g lad. T he
COV ID-19
pa ndem ic
has caused
f ina ncia l
anguish for
many indusShane
tries, but the Goodman
restaurant
industr y
has been hit especially hard.
Take-out delivery helped but
could not replace the dinein revenue that restaurants
relied on to survive in what
is traditionally a low-profitmargin industry. Gov. Reynolds re-opened this segment
(with many restrictions), and
I hope that our local restaurants see a huge surge in sales.
Please join me in doing all you
can to support them and all

local businesses. …
With the COVID-19 pandemic forcing the suspension of publishing of many
of our publications, I have
had some spare time lately.
This time off has given me
the opportunity to reflect. At
51 years old, I suddenly realized what I have been missing
for the past four decades —
and I have Lake Panorama
to thank for it.
Do you remember being a
kid, laying on the grass and
looking up in the sky? Admiring the beauty of the clouds,
the birds in the air and the
smells of the changing seasons? Do you recall the fascination of seeing the squirrels scampering, the bunnies
hopping and the deer doing
all they could to avoid you? Or
even watching the simplest
of insects doing very extraordinary things? For most of
my adult life, I have gone to
great lengths to avoid these
things, and I missed out on
much of what this earth offers. Spending time at the lake

has brought me back to nature and made me smile as
I thought about my carefree
childhood days. We could all
use a bit more of that these
days, and I am looking forward to it as I spend more
time around the lake.
Like many of you, we have
been doing a great deal of
work around the house. And
at the end of hard day’s work,
I enjoy few things more than
kicking back on the deck with
a beverage of choice and simply viewing all that is in front
of me in silence. Most of you
already know this, as it is likely one of the main reasons
you bought property at Lake
Panorama. For those of you
who have been caught up in
the stresses of these uncertain
times, I hope you can join me
in this simple appreciation
of nature. …
With this extra time, I
have been brainstorming on
some new features to add to
Lake Panorama Times, and
we added one new one this
month — Lake Dogs and Cove

Cats. I noticed that many
property owners have their
faithful companions with
them on the lake, and we
want to introduce each of
you to these folks and their
dogs. My thanks to Cheryl
Temple for helping to put
this together.
I hope that you will also
take the time to view our
newly designed website at
www.lakepanoramatimes.
com. I believe that a strong
website should complement a
strong publication, and that’s
exactly what we will be working to do with new content,
photos and opportunities for
interaction with each of you.
We also launched a Facebook
page to help in our efforts to
push readers to the publication and website. Please take
the time to check out these
efforts and let me know what
you think.
I look forward to the days
of seeing many of you in person, hopefully soon. In the
meantime, thanks for reading. n

NEW LAKE OWNER ORIENTATION SESSIONS POSTPONED
Lake Panorama 101 sessions won’t be limited just to those who receive invitations or who are new
property owners.
BY SUSAN THOMPSON

Lake Panorama Times

Plans for orientation sessions for new Lake Panorama property owners are on
hold while COVID-19 restrictions are in place. New property owners often have lots
of questions and sometimes
don’t get fully acclimated
until they’ve been at the
lake for a couple of years.

That has led to a group
of volunteers developing a
program titled “Lake Panorama 101,” which will be
presented during one-hour
meetings held at Lake Panorama National.
Two initial sessions were
planned and publicized, one
April 24, another June 6, but
both have been canceled.
Once it is safe to reschedule a Lake Panorama 101

program, invitations will
be sent to new owners who
have purchased lake property within the last 18-24
months.
Topics covered will be the
Lake Panorama Association,
Lake Panorama National,
perks and amenities available to LPA members, and
ways to learn more. There
will be time for questions,
and refreshments will be

available.
Lake Panorama 101 sessions won’t be limited just
to those who receive invitations or who are new property owners. Any LPA member
interested will be welcome
to attend. Organizers hope
an initial session can be offered in August or September, with additional sessions
offered a couple of times, if
there is interest. n

OPEN

UP
THE

POSSIBILITIES
...with a completely customized and
innovative 21st century automated
aluminum louvered pergola!
Create an outdoor living area that
allows you to master the elements –
tame the bright sun, shelter from the
rain or open up to the stars.
You are in total control with a
StruXure Waterproof Louvered Roof System –
simply the world’s smartest pergola.
Made from 100% pure extruded aluminum,
stainless steel components and premium
powder coating. Easy to use Somfy Smart
Technology operation.
MANY UPGRADES AVAILABLE:
• Ceiling fans
• Accent lighting
• Motorized solar screens
• Custom colors

LET US CREATE ONE FOR YOU!

Call us today for a FREE CONSULTATION
AND QUOTE — 641.742.3009

Corner Stone
Landscaping
CSL-IA.COM
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Want to reach
Lake Panorama
residents?
Contact me today!

SPECIAL TO THE LAKE TIMES

idea for all new products, making them unique with higher
quality and more features and
benefits.”
Not only do they promote
fun things on the water, the
Haydens give back to many good
causes. This spring, they offered
six items to Friends of Lake Panorama to help raise money for
new playground equipment at
Shady and Boulder beaches.
When the April 18 Beach Ball
was postponed to Aug. 1, the
Friends board decided to do
an online auction so buyers
could enjoy their new water
toys this summer. The result
was $1,225 raised for Friends
of Lake Panorama to add to its
playground fund.
During the month of May,
the Haydens are having a preseason sale, with 15 percent off
on all products. To continue
their giving ways, a percentage
of proceeds from these sales
will go to each buyer’s favorite lake charity — Friends of
Lake Panorama, Lake Panorama Ski Team, Fin & Feather, or
the Fourth of July fireworks.
To participate, use the discount code LP15 and place an
order at www.ParadisePad.
com. n

Above: The rolled foam pad, which was the original
ParadisePad offering, comes in five sizes.
Left: Besides the rolled foam pads, the Haydens
have ventured into inflatable items. For instance,
these inflatable pads come in two sizes.
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We will be operating at 50% capacity for
the time being. Under Governor Reynolds
guidelines we have a few safety practices
we will be implementing until further
notice. We are STRONGLY recommending
that guests make a reservation so that
we can accommodate social distancing
practices under the 50% cap rule.
Temperature screenings for all employees
and guests. We will be sanitizing high
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I also offer quality
mosquito, tick, and flea
control for your yard or
outdoor space. Perfect
for your next outdoor
party or gathering

Stormy Baker

cell: 515-822-2531

stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

contact areas with hand sanitizer available
throughout the restaurant. Staff will be
required to wear a mask and gloves when
necessary for food handling and service.
We will take to-go orders for food and
closed container cocktails. As we work
together to keep all of our staff and
customers safe we will update our protocol
as needed. Thank you all for your dedicated
patronage and support during these times!

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED

Mon-Thu: 5-9 p.m. | Fri-Sat: 5-10 p.m. | Sun: 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Great Food with a Beautiful View!
Follow us on Facebook.
RESTAURANT, INN AND TIKI BAR www.experiencetheport.com

5405 Chimra Rd. Panora | 641-755-4240

OUR GOAL IS TO SET NEW STANDARDS OF QUALITY

EVERY DAY...

ON EVERY JOB...
BEST
SECURITY
COMPANY

FOR EVERY CUSTOMER.
Best
APPLIANCE
STORE

Best
ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTOR

BEST
PLUMBER

Mechanical Contractor • Electrical Contractor • HVACR Sales & Service
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing • Electrical • Sheet Metal • Appliances
D e s i g n B u i l d E n g i n e e r i n g • Te m p e r a t u re C o n t ro l s • R e f r i g e r a ti o n • S e c u r i t y & F i re A l a r m Sys te m s

609 N. Carroll St.,

Carroll •

(712) 792-2863

dreesco.com
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LAKE DOGS AND COVE CATS
We are implementing a new feature in Lake Panorama Times that will feature
local residents and their pets. Once social distancing rules are minimized, we
will publish photos of owners and their pets with their stories. In the meantime,
here are two featured pets:
Lake Dog: Lenny, Australian
Shepherd
Family: Ashley and Derek Temple
Favorite Lake Activity: Playing
tug of war with Cousin Leo and
golf cart rides around the lake
Pet Peeve: Bath time and being on a leash
Naughtiest Deed: Playing in
the mud

Cove Cat: Gigi, 4 years old, found
by the grandkids on a rainy night
as a kitten
Family: Brian and JoAnn Johnson
Favorite Lake Activity: Bird watching from the deck or the windows
Pet Peeve: Being ejected from
the bedroom at night
Naughtiest Deed: Jumping up
on the table and knocking off a
cup of coffee

Suggest Lake Panorama
residents and their pets
for us to cover on the
Lake Panorama
- Lake Dogs
and Cove Cats
Facebook page

Want to reach
Lake Panorama
residents?
Contact me today!

Stormy Baker

cell: 515-822-2531

stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

6529 Coven Court, Panora
$1,200,000

This one-of-a kind property is located on 2.6 acres and 660 feet of
incredible Lake Panorama shoreline. Inside, there is plenty of room for
everyone with 5 bedrooms, two kitchens and a massive game room.

CALL JULIE AT 515-778-0053

Thinking of Buying
or Selling?

Lake Panorama Realty is here to help.
JOHN McDERMOTT

JULIE WYKOFF

641-431-0042
DEE POWELL

515-778-0053
BOB NEVITT

johnmcdermott641@gmail.com

deepowell@lakepanoramarealty.com

515-202-3312

julie@juliewykoff.com

rnevitt@nevittrealestate.com

515-491-5350

REMODELING • REPAIRS

6820 Panorama Drive

$447,500

This beautiful brick bungalow sits
nestled in the woods. Everything is new,
with 3 bedrooms, full bath, new flooring
and new appliances. Sit by the firepit
and look at the fantastic lake views!

LAKE PANORAMA
LOTS FOR SALE

KITCHENS • WINDOWS

5120 Panorama Drive . . . . . $32,500

BATHS • DOORS • DECKS

Golf course buildable lot.

6901 Weber Knob Street . . . $84,000
Lake views without the lakefront dues!!

4723 Canfield Corner . . . . . $11,500
Great lot for a private house or a place to
put your boat!

505 E. MAIN STREET

Clover Ridge
Townhomes and
Condos moving quickly.
Check out our website
for more information.
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2020 GOLF LEAGUE PLANS ALTERED
New dates, rules for leagues and general play.
BY SUSAN THOMPSON

Lake Panorama Times

The coronavirus pandemic has caused schedule changes for all golf leagues and some tournaments at both Lake Panorama National and Panorama
West. Guidelines about social distancing and ways to reduce exposure have made it possible for play to continue on the two courses. Shown is the fifth
hole on Lake Panorama National. Those who golf are finding excellent course conditions and a great stress reliever.

Also, the Panorama West
women’s league sponsors an
annual two-gal tournament,
which is open to the public.
This event has been moved
from June 9 to Aug. 11.
The Panorama West Tuesday evening men’s league
will begin May 5 with a shotgun start at 5:30 p.m. The
Thursday morning men’s
league began April 30, with
members teeing off beginning at 7 a.m. and play con-

tinuing until noon.
Until things get back to
normal, these two men’s
leagues will “play for fun,”
with no fees, no prizes, no
scorecards to turn in. Social distancing rules mean
everyone must have their
own cart, and rental carts
will be available for those
who need them.
For all leagues, and for
general play on both golf
courses, the following rules

are in place. No more than
four golfers to a group. This
means no more than four
golfers together on tees,
greens or gathering areas. Golfers shall maintain a 6-foot separation
between themselves and
others at all times, except
for members of the same
household. Leave the flagstick in. Cups are installed
upside down so balls can
be retrieved easily. Minimize touching of common
surfaces. Collect your own
trash and take it home with
you. One person per cart,
except for members of the
same household.
Because leagues at Lake

Panorama National operate on the World Handicap
System, some local rules will
apply until further notice.
These temporary measures
are in effect until advised
otherwise by the USGA.
First, a code of conduct
rule prohibits players from
touching or removing the
flagstick, but a local rule
says there is no penalty
for players removing the
flagstick by accident.
Bunker rakes have been
removed from the course,
and players are encouraged
to smooth the disturbed
area with a foot or club. A
local rule will allow players who are in a bunker to

SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE TIMES

Covid-19 restrictions
are having an impact on
when and how golf leagues
are being handled at both
Panorama West and Lake
Panorama National.
At Lake Panorama National, the May 6 stag for
men’s leagues was cancelled, and the start of
league play moved to June
3 rather than May 13. During May, Wednesday afternoons are reserved for play
by men’s league members.
Membership and league
fees must be paid, and tee
times made by calling the
LPN pro shop.
The LPN May 7 women’s league kickoff was
cancelled, and the start of
league play moved to June 4
rather than May 14. During
May, Thursday afternoons
beginning at 2:30 p.m. are
reserved for play by women’s
league members. Membership and league fees must be
paid, and tee times made.
Also, the LPN women’s
league sponsors an annual four-gal tournament,
which is open to the public.
This tournament has been
postponed from June 25 to
July 23.
The Pa nora ma West
Tuesday morning women’s league cancelled its
April 28 kickoff luncheon.
League play will begin
May 12, rather than May
5, with three shotgun starts
available. These are 7:30
a.m., 9:15 a.m., and 10:45
a.m. League members are
asked to form a group of
2-4 players, choose a time,
and contact Sue Merryman
at suemerryman@gmail.
com, or (641) 751-5956, who
will assign starting holes
for each group.
The Pa nora ma West
clubhouse will be closed
except for the bathrooms,
although rental carts will
be available. There will be
no treats in May, and scorecards can be left outside
the clubhouse. This format
will be reevaluated for June.

take relief by placing the
ball within one club length
without penalty. The ball
must be placed no closer to
the hole and it must remain
in the bunker. All scores are
considered acceptable for
handicap purposes.
The hole cup cutting has
been modified by placing
cups upside down. This
keeps the ball from going
all the way to the bottom
and allows players to easily
retrieve their ball to minimize exposure. This local
rule will consider the ball
to be holed under the most
likely score guidelines and
also is an acceptable score
for handicap purposes. n

It’sthe
the law
law and
It’s
andNOT
NOT
calling
could
cost
you
calling
cost
It’s thecould
law and
NOTyou
money
or
your
life!
It’s
the
law
and
NOT
It’s
the
law
and
NOT
calling
could
cost
you
money
or
your
life!
It’s
the
law
and
NOT
calling
could
cost
you
money
or
your
life! you
calling
could
Call
811
orcost
calling
could
cost
you
money
or800-292-8989
your
800-292-8989
money
your
life!
Call
811
oror
Call
811
orlife!
www.iowaonecall.com
www.iowaonecall.com
Call
811
or life!
money
your
800-292-8989
Call
811
oror
800-292-8989
2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198

DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING

800-292-8989
www.iowaonecall.com
www.iowaonecall.com
Call 811 or
www.iowaonecall.com

800-292-8989
www.iowaonecall.com
641-755-2424
www.panoratelco.com

641-755-2301
www.lakepanorama.org

5619 N.W. 86th St., Suite 600, Johnston, IA 50131
515-953-4822 | www.LakePanoramaTimes.com
Lake Panorama Times is a monthly newspaper published by Big Green
Umbrella Media Inc., an Iowa corporation. Contents 2020 Big Green
Umbrella Media, Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing may be reprinted in whole
or in part without permission of the publisher. Editorial Policies: Contact the
publisher for permission to reprint articles, cartoons or any other portions
of the paper. Lake Panorama Times is not responsible for unsolicited
manuscripts. All letters received become the property of the publisher. We
reserve the right to print letters in condensed form and to edit them for libel.

EDITOR & PUBLISHER:
VICE PRESIDENT:
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES:
DESIGN MANAGER:

Shane Goodman
Jolene Goodman
Stormy Baker
Celeste Tilton

641-755-2424

641-755-2424
www.panoratelco.com

CONTRIBUTORS:www.panoratelco.com
Susan Thompson
Cheryl Temple
BUSINESS OFFICE MGR:
Brent Antisdel

641-755-2301
www.lakepanorama.org
641-755-2301

TO SUBSCRIBE: Call 515-953-4822 or visit
www.lakepanorama.org
www.LakePanoramaTimes.com
and click
on the “SUBSCRIBE” link. Subscriptions are
$24 per year (12 issues).

PAGE 6 | LAKE PANORAMA TIMES | MAY EDITION 2020 | WWW.LAKEPANORAMATIMES.COM

Lake Panorama Times launches
new website and email service
Fresh look implemented, new content to be added.
There is simply
no better way to
reach property
owners at Lake
Panorama than
t h roug h L a ke
Panorama Times.
By being mailed
to the permanent
residence of all
property owners, it gets in the
homes and hands
of all of the lake
area residents. Up until recently, the content on the
newspaper’s website was
simply the same information that was in the paper,
leaving little reason for readers to visit the site. That is
about to change.
“We are excited to launch
the all new lakepanoramatimes.com website,” said
Shane Goodman, the paper’s editor and publisher.
“It has a new look and a new
feel, and it will soon have a
variety of content that was
not previously available.”
The most not iceable
change is the look of the
site, which is updated with
a modern design. Individual pages include the news
feed, a subscription page,
advertising information and
a “contact us” page. In addition, the full digital version of the most recent issue is posted for anyone to
access for free at any time.
Past issues are also archived
and available to view and
download.
“We made this so the site
can be viewed easily on a
phone, a tablet or a computer,” said Goodman, who
also owns a website development company that builds
and hosts sites for central
Iowa businesses. Information on that company can
be found at www.biggreenwebdesign.com.

30-YEAR LAKE
PANORAMA RESIDENT
PUBLISHES FIRST BOOK
“Legend of the White Lion” took 20 years to write.
By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

Goodman said redesigning the website was something he knew needed done
but wasn’t on the top of the
initial priority list.
“It was kind of like the
plumber who has a leaky
faucet at his home. Sometimes we don’t fix our own
things when are in the business of doing those same
things for others,” said
Goodman. “As such, we
want to show the quality
of work we can do so that
others can trust us to build
their websites, too.”
Goodman said Lake Panorama Times also has an
email blast sign-up that will
allow subscribers to receive
content via electronic mail
for free. It will provide links
to the website’s various stories and additional content
that will be posted. Users
can subscribe or unsubscribe at any time at www.
lakepanoramatimes.com.
“And we don’t collect or
sell your personal data like
the big tech companies are
doing,” said Goodman. “I
take those privacy issues
very seriously, and everyone else should, too.”
A Facebook page was also
launched for Lake Panorama Times, which Goodman
says will be used to promote
and attract more readers to
the website.
“A Facebook page should
be used to promote a busi-

ness’ website, never to replace it,” said Goodman. “A
business owns its website. It
does not own its Facebook
page and should not trust
(Facebook CEO) Mark Zuckerberg and company with
its content or data.”
In time, Goodman hopes
to add additional features
like a local buy/sell/trade
marketplace, timely news
updates, local press releases,
online-only blogs and reader
forums. Readers will also
have the ability to submit
news and photos and participate in various reader
contests.
“It is a process, and one
that we will be continually
improving,” said Goodman.
“Most importantly, we want
to develop the communication structure so that all
Lake Panorama property
owners — and everyone else
— can receive Lake Panorama news when they want
it and where they want it.”
G ood ma n welcomes
feedback on the site and
ideas, which readers can do
through the “Get In Touch”
form at the bottom of the
home page.
“Lake Panorama Times
is clearly the go-to publication for property owners,”
said Goodman. “We now
need to make the website
and email blast the go-to
options for those avenues
as well.” n

LEAVE THE

HARD WORK

Kathy Coons was born
and raised in Guthrie Center. It was in the Guthrie
Center school where a
teacher presented her a future challenge — to write
and publish a book. That
challenge came to fruition
Dec. 23, when her 196-page
book titled “Legend of the
White Lion” was published.
“Publishing this book
has been my life goal,”
Coons says. “One day this
teacher handed out a paper
with a paragraph on it and
told us to write a short story
from the paragraph. The
next day she read mine in
class. After class she gave
it back to me and told me
some day I would write a
book. She encouraged me
several times when I was
still in school, and even
once I was grown and out
of school.”
Coons and her husband
John have lived at Lake
Panorama for more than
30 years.
“We like the water, our
neighbors, and the beauty
and security of the lake,”
she says. The couple has
two daughters, five grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren, all living
in the area.
“I love fictional books,”
Coons says. “The idea for
my book came to me because I am fascinated with
large cats, most animals,
the Northern states, and
with Native Indian legends.”
“The book took me 20
years to write. I started
writing in a notebook,”

This is the cover of Kathy Coons’ first book. The book
was published in December and currently is available online and from Coons.

Coons says. “Next I had
someone type up the first
few chapters. When I got a
computer, it was so much
easier to change, add or
correct. I retired a couple
of years ago, which gave
me the time to finish it.
I changed the story line
many times. I finally had
to quit and be happy with
what I had or it would never
get published.”

Here’s a portion of the
promot iona l descr iption of the book: “Mariah Brooke knows she’s in
the wrong place. All her
life, she has dreamed of
flying over snow-covered
mountains and green
trees, only to be abruptly
awakened by an image of
glowing yellow eyes leapBOOK, PAGE 7

Serving Lake Panorama and
surrounding area for over 30 years!

TO HARMANN
WATER and SEWER
•
TRENCHING
•
BACKHOE SERVICE
•
BASEMENTS
•
TRUCKING
•
SNOW REMOVAL

Harmann
Excavating
Matt Harmann, owner

641-755-3640 • 641-757-0907 CELL
Fax 641-755-3645 • PO Box 307, Panora, Iowa 50216

• Complete floating dock, lift and canopy starting at just $15,000! Installed!!
• Entire dock system is floating, always stays level and fluctuates with water level.
• No need to pay barge fees to remove and re-install, if in protected coves.
• Constructed entirely of maintenance-free materials. Treated wood frame is also
available.
• Full line of dock accessories: benches, ladders, cleats, bumpers, dock boxes, etc.
• Econo Lift Boat Hoists in marina starting at only $4575! Installed!!
• Floating PWC lifts starting at just $2050! Installed!

At L&N Dock and Lifts, customer service is
and always has been our top priority for 30 years!
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ing out at her. Now, standing at her mother’s grave,
she must choose whether
to stay in the small Kansas
town where she has never
belonged, or take a chance
on the life she feels calling
to her.”
Coons
says she
read many
articles
on how
to write a
novel, and
found each Kathy Coons
aut hor is
different.
“I wanted the book to be
an easy read that would
entertain readers. And I
wanted to keep them on
the edge of their seat, fully
engrossed so they could not
put it down until the end,”
she says.
Experts suggest an author
first establish an audience
and market.
“Anyone who likes animals, adventure, mystery
and romance should find
it in my book,” Coons says.
“I may be prejudiced, but I
think it would make a great
movie. Imagine a white
mountain lion on the big
screen.”
Before she started the
process of finding a publisher, she had no idea there
were so many books published every year.
“There are thousands
of them. The vast number
almost stopped me from
publishing, but I kept remembering my teacher’s
encouragement and her telling me I could do it. That
kept me going, plus the encouragement from family
and friends,” Coons says.
One rev iewer on
Goodreads, an online service that states its mission
as “helping people find and
share books they love,”
called the book an “awesome read” and said she
hoped there will be a sequel. According to Coons,
that reader won’t be disappointed.
“I have a couple other
books in the works, one
of them being a sequel to
‘The Legend of the White
Lion.’ I think my readers
will really like it. But when
I get stuck on one book, I
jump over and work on the
other. They are completely
different story lines,” she
says.
Coons says her goal with
her first book was to capture the reader in the first
few pages, and it seems she
succeeded.
“Many tell me it is an
exciting, quick and easy
read without the writer
fluff,” she says.
One of the reviewers on
Goodreads agreed: “Make
sure to schedule a whole day
to read this book because
you will NOT want to put
it down! I was captivated
with the story of Mariah
and what her purpose was
going to be throughout the
book and how her story
ended. I loved watching
her relationships with the
residents of the small town
grow. And I enjoyed how
the author switched back
and forth telling Mariah’s
story and the white lion’s
perspective.”
The book can be ordered
on Amazon, Kindle, Barnes
and Noble, and Nook.
Coons donated a copy to
the Panora Public Library
for checkout, and the book
is available for sale at the
library. The book also can
be purchased directly from
Coons.
Because of the restrictions imposed due to the
COVID-19 situation, sales
at the library and in-person
have been on hold.
“When things get back
to normal again, where we
can be around each other,
I will have a book signing
and give away a T-shirt or
a cup with the white lion
on them,” Coons says.
To purchase the book
from Coons, call her at 641755-2673, or email kcoons@
netins.net. n

This report contains important information regarding the water quality in our water system. The source of our water is groundwater.
Our water quality testing shows the following results:
CONTAMINANT

MCL - (MCLG)
Type

Lead (ppb)

Copper (ppm)

Compliance
Value &
(Range)

Date

Violation
Yes/No

AL=15 (0)

90th

0.002(<0.001.003)

08/13/2019

No

AL=1.3 (1.3)

90th

0.34(0.07 - 0.47)

08/13/2019

No

950 - DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
MRDL=4.0
Chlorine (ppm)
(MRDLG=4.
0)

Source
Corrosion of household plumbing
systems; erosion of natural
deposits
Corrosion of household plumbing
systems; Erosion of natural
deposits; Leaching from wood
preservatives

RAA

1.34 (.87 – 1.95)

12/31/2019

No

Water additive used to control
microbes

Total Trihalomethanes
(ppb) [TTHM]

80 (N/A)

LRAA

5497 Chimra Rd.
.043

7/17/2019

No

By-products of drinking water
chlorination

Total Haloacetic Acids
(ppb) [HAA5]

60 (N/A)

LRAA

5497 Chimra Rd.
<.006

7/17/2019

No

By-products of drinking water
disinfection

03 - WELLS 2 OR 3; & 4 @ CLUB HOUSE
Combined Radium
5 (0)
(pCi/L)
Uranium (ppb)
30 (0)
Alpha Emitters (pCi/L)
15 (0)

RAA

<1.0

07/17/2019

No

Erosion of natural deposits

RAA
SGL

3.6
3.6

07/17/2019
07/19/2019

No
No

Erosion of natural deposits.
Erosion of natural deposits
Water additive which promotes
strong teeth; Erosion of natural
deposits; Discharge from fertilizer
and aluminum factories
Erosion of natural deposits; Added
to water during treatment process
Runoff from fertilizer use;
Leaching from septic tanks,
sewage; Erosion of natural
deposits

Fluoride (ppm)

4 (4)

SGL

1.77

10/18/2011

No

Sodium (ppm)

N/A (N/A)

SGL

279

11/13/2017

No

10 (10)

SGL

.940

05/8/2019

No

Nitrate [as N] (ppm)

Note: Contaminants with dates indicate results from the most recent testing done in accordance with regulations.
DEFINITIONS
• Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) – The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as
close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology.
• Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) -- The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
• ppb -- parts per billion.
• ppm -- parts per million.
• pCi/L – picocuries per liter
• N/A – Not applicable
• ND -- Not detected
• RAA – Running Annual Average
• IDSE – Initial Distribution System Evaluation
CCR
2019 process
LAKEintended
PANORAMA
WATER
COMPANY
PWSID:
3900301water.
Page 1
• Treatment Technique (TT) – A
required
to reduce
the level
of a contaminant
in drinking
• Action Level (AL) – The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a
water system must follow.
• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG) - The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no
known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
contaminants.
• Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL) - The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.
• SGL – Single Sample Result
• TCR – Total Coliform Rule
• LRAA -- Locational Running Annual Average
GENERAL INFORMATION
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The
presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water posed a health risk. More information about contaminants or
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-4264791).
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Immuno-compromised persons
such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or
other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in
drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. LAKE PANORAMA
WATER COMPANY is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in
plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods and steps you can take to
minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.
CONTAMINANT VIOLATIONS
No violations in 2019
SOURCE WATER ASSESSMENT INFORMATION
The Lake Panorama Association water supply obtains a portion of its water from the Cretaceous (Dakota Sandstone) aquifer. The
Cretaceous (Dakota Sandstone) aquifer was determined to be not susceptible to contamination because the characteristics of the
aquifer and overlying materials prevent easy access of contaminant to the aquifer. The Lake Panorama Association Cretaceous
(Dakota Sandstone) aquifer wells will not be susceptible to most contaminant sources except through pathways to the aquifer such as
abandoned or poorly maintained wells. A detailed evaluation of your source water was completed by the IDNR, and is available from
Lake Panorama Association at 641-755-2301.
The Lake Panorama Association water supply obtains a portion of its water from the Cambrian (Jordan Sandstone) aquifer. The
Cambrian (Jordan Sandstone) aquifer was determined to be not susceptible to contamination because the characteristics of the aquifer
and overlying materials prevent easy access of contaminant to the aquifer. The Lake Panorama Association Cambrian (Jordan
Sandstone) aquifer wells will not be susceptible to most contaminant sources except through pathways to the aquifer such as
abandoned or poorly maintained wells. A detailed evaluation of your source water was completed by the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources, and is available from the Lake Panorama Association at 641-755-2301.
CONTACT INFORMATION
For questions regarding this information or how you can get involved in decisions regarding the water system, please contact LAKE
PANORAMA WATER COMPANY at 641-755-2101.
Decisions regarding the water system are made at the Lake Panorama Association Board meetings held on the 4th Tuesday of each
month at 5:00 p.m. at the Lake Panorama office and are open to the public.
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Lake Panorama
Association
Board of Directors
Meeting
March 24, 2020
Lake Panorama
Association Office - Via
Web Conference
The Lake Panorama
Association Board of
Directors met March
24, 2020, at 5 p.m., via
Web Conference. Board
members in attendance
were Mary Jane Carothers, Emily Donovan, Gary
Evans, Tom Jeschke, Rich
Schumacher, Jim Spradling and Neil Wright.
LPA Staff in attendance: Danna Krambeer
and John Rutledge. Visitor in attendance: Dave
Finneseth, LPA Member
President Carothers
called the meeting to
order at 5 p.m.
Agenda Item 1 – Approval of the Agenda –
Rutledge added discussion of the Meriwether
2020 - 2021Audit Contract will be discussed
under Other Business.
Spradling moved to
approve the agenda, as
amended. Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 2 – Open
Forum - No one requested to participate.
Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda
Spradling moved to
approve the consent
agenda. Motion seconded, carried unanimously. Consent agenda
to include:
a) LPA General Manager’s Report
b) Approval of minutes from 12.17.2019 LPA
Board Meeting
c) Acceptance of
01.31.2020 consolidated
financial report – LPA &
LPN, LLC
d) Acceptance of
02.29.2020 consolidated
financial report – LPA &
LPN, LLC
e) Update banking resolutions with Iowa Trust
and Savings Bank to
reflect staffing changes
f) Resolution to update
FSA and NRCS authorized signatory to reflect
staffing changes
g) Confirm discontinuation of quarterly
newsletter and designate
weekly email as official
means of communications to LPA members
h) Accept 03.9.2020
Building Code Committee Minutes
i) Approve date of the
next LPA board of directors meeting
Agenda Item 4a – Approve 2020 notice of
annual meeting and
annual meeting ballot. Discuss contingency plan for scenario
where in-person annual meeting cannot be
held on 5.9.2020 due to
COVID-19 pandemic.
Rutledge discussed the
necessity of moving the
annual meeting to June
27, the last Saturday in
June, due to COVID-19
pandemic. Jeschke’s term
will continue until a successor is elected. Recommend the June Board
meeting be moved to
June 30, after the annual

REESE TREE
CARE
Old Masters Neighborhood Services

Licensed, Insured and Reasonable

EE CARE

LLC

49-9725

ES

REMOVALRMC
REE PLANTING

PING

meeting has been held.
Attorney Joel Williams
confirmed the date of
June 27 would meet the
by-laws.
Donovan moved to
reschedule the annual
meeting to June 27, 2020,
due to COVID-19 restrictions and the June Board
meeting to June 30, 2020,
and approve the notice
and ballot of the annual
meeting to reflect these
dates. Motion seconded,
carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4b – LPA
water main replacement
across Burchfield Cove
i)Review bids and authorize general manager
to award contract
In December 2019, LPA
experienced tremendous
water loss. After extensive visual search for
the leak did not produce
the cause, the process
of isolating lake crossings was done. One of
the lake crossings was
found to be the source of
the leak, and it was shut
down. It has been determined that repairing the
existing line was not the
best option, and replacement of the line has been
pursued in lieu of repair.
Tom Madden of SEH has
applied for permits with
the DNR. Specifications
were developed and bids
were requested. Two
bids were received. The
lower bid is for $341,300.
This includes a $154,216
crossing and two associated main extensions
to relocate the line. The
closest, feasible location has been chosen,
and property rights have
been secured.
ii)Review proposed
adjustments to 2020 LPA
capital budget
Rutledge explained
how the addition of the
Lake crossing to the 2020
capital budget has been
reviewed and adjustments have been made to
some 2020 capital items
to offset $225,000 of this
expense. These adjusted
items will be moved to
the 2021 capital budget
discussions.
iii)Approve purchase
of lot 6015 to accommodate construction
Rutledge outlined the
plan to purchase Lot 6015
to accommodate construction and preserve
the road. An agreement
for fair market value
has been reached with
Donald & Joyce White for
$12,000.
Schumacher moved the
following items:
1. To authorize the
general manager to proceed with the emergency
replacement of the water
main under Burchfield
Cove by contracting with
LaGrange, Inc. for a cost
of $341,300, subject to
any change orders that
might be deemed necessary and also subject to
legal review of contract
documents.
2. Adjust the 2020
previously approved
capital budget expenditures by postponement
of $225,000 of non-emergency improvements as
a means of offsetting a
majority of the unanticipated expenses related

MW-5072A

BILL REESE - Owner
515-943-0544 • 641-755-2140
breesetrees77@gmail.com
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certified Utility Specialist
#MW3944AU

to the Burchfield Cove
water main replacement
project.
3. To authorize the
purchase of lot 6015 from
Donald & Joyce White for
$12,000, plus the cost of
abstracting
Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4c – Approve sale of lots 4059
and 4060 as recommended by land sales
task force
LPA received an offer
from Jacqueline DeMaria and Kevin Wellik
for lots 4059 & 4060 in
the amount of $15,000.
Land Sales Committee
reviewed the offer and
countered back with
$25,000, $12,500 for each
lot, holding firm with the
current minimum lot
sales price policy. The
buyer has accepted the
counter of $25,000 for the
two lots. LPA staff has no
objection to the sale of
this property. Land Sales
Committee is recommending the offer of
$25,000 be accepted. Offer states lots 4059 & 4060
to be combined with currently owned lots 4061 &
4062 at closing.
Schumacher moved to
approve the sale of lots
4059 and 4060 to Jacqueline DeMaria and Kevin
Wellik for $25,000, lots to
be combined with 4061
and 4062 at closing. Motion seconded, carried
unanimously.
Agenda Item 4d – Variance Request: Hellman,
Lot 1458. One foot side
lot variance recommended by Building
Codes committee
Excerpt from Building
Codes Minutes:
Andrew Hellman, on
behalf of Edwin and
Cherie Hellman, owners
of lot 1458 at 5058 Panorama Drive, presented a
full set of building plans
to ask for a variance of
up to one foot from the
side-lot variance. The lot
being built on varied from
published dimensions. All
other aspects of the house
plans comply with LPA
building codes. The committee felt that because
the initial dimensions of
the lot were misconstrued,
the variance was acceptable. Motion by Evans to
approve variance for up to
one foot on side-lot easement on lot 1458 at 5058
Panorama Drive, Second
by Brown. Motion carried.
Jeschke moved to approve the one-foot variance on side lot line for
new home construction
for Edwin and Cherie
Hellman on lot 1458, 5058
Panorama Drive, per the
plans presented. Motion
seconded, carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4e – Variance Request: Strand,
Lot 339. 15 foot front lot
variance recommended
by Building Codes committee
Excerpt from Building
Codes Minutes:
Alan Strand (lot 339 at

6390 Panorama Drive)
presented site plans for a
15-foot front-lot variance
for a detached garage.
Due to the topography of
the lot, it is too steep to
build back to the 35-foot
easement. The building
codes committee felt that
due to the topography and
secluded development,
the garage could be built.
Motion by Marckres to
approve 15-foot front-lot
variance on lot 339 at
6390 Panorama Drive,
second by Brown. Motion
carried.
Jeschke moved to approve the 15-foot front
lot variance for detached
garage, per the plans
submitted, for Alan and
Sharon Strand, on lot 339,
6390 Panorama Drive.
Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4f – Variance Request: Lange, Lot
488. Roof pitch variance
recommended by Building Codes committee
Excerpt from Building
Codes Minutes:
Deb Lange (lot 488 at
4587 Panorama Drive)
presented building plans
to ask the committee for
a variance of a 4/12 roof
pitch rather than the 6/12
roof pitch required by LPA
Building Codes. Lange’s
home is of the Contemporary Style. The roof is
a hip style and meets the
three-roof plane rule. The
Building Codes Committee felt that, along with
the roof pitch and window
choice, Lange’s home was
architecturally attractive and would fit in very
well at Lake Panorama.
Motion by Westercamp to
approve 4/12 pitch roof
for 4587 Panorama Drive,
second by Brown. Motion
carried.
Jeschke moved to
approve variance for a
Contemporary Style 4/12
roof pitch for Deb Lange
new home construction,
per the plans submitted,
lot 488, 4587 Panorama
Drive. Motion seconded,
carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4g – Variance Request: Nielsen,
Lots 106 & 107. Roof pitch
variance recommended
by Building Codes committee
Excerpt from the Building Codes Minutes:
Jared Nielsen (lots 106
and 107) presented a full
set of building plans to
ask the committee for a
variance of a 3/12 roof
pitch and 2/12 roof pitch.
The home has decorative
dormers that don’t meet
the LPA’s pitch requirements but are still aesthetically pleasing. The
Nielsen’s home is of the
Contemporary Style. The
roof is a hip style and
meets the three-roof plane
rule. The Building Codes
Committee felt that,
along with the roof pitch
and dormer choice, the
Nielsen’s home was architecturally attractive and
would fit in very well at
Lake Panorama. Motion
by Evans to approve 3/12

and 2/12 pitch for lots 106
and 107, second by Brown.
Motion carried.
Jeschke moved to
approve variance for
Contemporary Style roof
pitch of 3/12 and 2/12
dormers for Jared and
Hilary Nielsen new home
construction, per the
plans submitted, lots 106
& 107, 7067 Andrews Terrace. Motion seconded,
carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4h – Boat
Ramp Change as recommended by Building
Codes committee, LPA
attorney and LPA GM
Rutledge explained
there are two factors to
consider with privately
owned boat ramps at
Lake Panorama. The
unmonitored boat ramps
increase the potential
of invasive species at
Lake Panorama and
unmonitored boat ramps
increase the potential of
non-member use of Lake
Panorama. This creates
a number of concerns,
foremost of which is
boater safety. The following is proposed rule
addition.
NEW SECTION
3201.5 New Boat Ramps
Prohibited.
3201.51 No member
shall construct or install
a boat ramp without applying for a permit from
LPA and receiving written
permission for the installation of such boat ramp.
LPA shall retain the sole
discretion to deny any application for a boat ramp.
Generally, boat ramps
shall be strictly prohibited unless a member can
show that access to the
lake from such boat ramp
will be controlled to avoid
invasive species and unauthorized access to the
lake. In the event a boat
ramp is installed without
receiving a permit, LPA
shall have the right to
cause such member to
remove such boat ramp.
3201.52 All boat ramps
that were installed prior
to January 1, 2020, shall
be permitted and allowed
to remain provided that
the member maintains
such boat ramp in good
repair and condition. The
replacement or major
repair of any such boat
ramp shall require a permit from LPA as set forth
in 3201.51 above.

3201.53 Any member
with an authorized boat
ramp shall strictly prohibit access to the lake
and shall only allow boats
that are registered with
LPA and have a current
LPA sticker to utilize such
boat ramp. In the event
a member allows access for an unregistered
boat or a boat without a
current LPA sticker, then
such member shall be in
violation of this rule and
subject to a fine of $2,500
per occurrence.
Schumacher moved to
adopt the addition of the
new rules regarding Boat
Ramps at Lake Panorama
as detailed above. Motion seconded, carried
unanimously.
Agenda Item 5a – Old
Business – No old business
Agenda Item 6a –
Other Business – 2020
Audit Contract with
Meriwether
Rutledge explained the
current contract with
Meriwether ended with
the 2019 audit. Meriwether provided a fair
priced extension of the
audit agreement for 2020
and 2021.
Jeschke moved to
accept the extension of
the audit contract with
Meriwether for 2020 and
2021 audit years. Motion
seconded, carried unanimously.
Carothers commended
Rutledge and the entire
LPA and LPN staff. They
have been proactive in
dealing with the pandemic issues and have
done a great job in protecting the members and
the employees.
Agenda Item 7 – Closed
Session – The board
entered closed session
at 5:45 p.m. to discuss
legal matters. The board
exited closed session at
6 p.m.
Donovan moved to
approve a confidential
legal agreement, as discussed in closed session,
contingent upon final
document review by LPA
attorney and execution
by LPA general manager.
Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Adjourn - With no
further business, the
meeting was adjourned
at 6:05 p.m. n

Want to reach Lake Panorama Residents?
ADVERTISE IN THE

Mailed to all property owners!
Contact me today!

Stormy
Baker
cell: 515-822-2531
stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com

EXPERT,
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Complete groundskeeping
& Property Management

• Trees
• Shrubs
• Hedges
• Lawns
• Landscape
Over 35 years of education, art,
safety, training and excellence in
the green industry at your service.

WE TREAT FOR
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Heating & Cooling
Call 515-559-6778
or 515-833-2052

EXPREhSS YOUR PERSONALITY!
Let the Professionals Take Care Of You and Your Eyes
with Quality Eye Care and Eye Wear!

Eye Care Associates
Cassie Martinson, O.D. • James Koch, O.D.

102 E. Main • Panora
641-755-3699
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Volunteers needed for golf course landscapes
If you appreciate having flowers on many of the golf holes, consider volunteering.
By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

At Panorama West, raised
brick planters are located on
each tee box. For many years,
volunteers have planted and
maintained these planters
throughout the golf season.
Most are already spoken for,
but there may be some openings for 2020.
Other volunteers could help
with landscaped areas around
the clubhouse, flowers near
the pro shop and kiosk, and
maintaining the nearby rain
garden. Maureen Lubeck, Panorama West clubhouse manager, coordinates volunteers
at Panorama West. Those interested in learning about
2020 opportunities to help
can email her at mlubeck@
lakepanorama.org or call the
pro shop at 641-755-2250. n

SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE TIMES

During this time of social distancing, it is a blessing as the weather gets nicer
and more time can be spent
outside enjoying the fresh air.
For those looking for more
excuses to get outside, Lake
Panorama’s two golf courses
are the perfect excuse — and
not just to play golf, but also
to help add more beauty.
Lake Panorama National
and Panorama West boast
flowers throughout the golf
season on tee boxes and other
locations. Most of these colorful displays are the result
of dedicated volunteers who
not only purchase and plant
flowers but also weed, water
and decorate.
Lake Panorama National
has some volunteers who
help clean flower beds and
add flowers on many of the
golf holes, around Spikes and

areas near the conference center. If you appreciate having
this added touch to the LPN,
consider volunteering.
Many of the landscaped areas near tee boxes already have
been adopted, but there are
some openings, or some holes
where an additional volunteer
or two is needed. There also
are general areas that need a
spring cleanup, plus some attention throughout the year.
For instance, around Spikes,
the swimming pool fence, and
several areas near the conference center need attention.
Kathy Moline and Shanell
Wagler coordinate volunteers
interested in helping around
the LPN golf course. If you
are interested in volunteering
for a summer commitment
to a tee box or other specific
area, or even a one-time commitment with others to do a
spring cleaning, contact Wagler at shanell.wagler@gmail.
com or 515-371-0505.  

This landscaped area along the pond dam on the fifth hole at Lake Panorama National
has been adopted by Linda Reis. It currently features daffodils, but soon peonies, daylilies, coneflowers, daisies, mums and a Rose of Sharon will join the show.

VENTEICHER
ELECTRIC, INC.

HOME

COMMERCIAL

FARM

Servicing Guthrie
Center and Panora
areas for all your
electical needs.

Now’s the time
to make those repairs
you’ve been putting off.

641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638
Great Tasting Fresh Fried Chicken - Cooked to
perfection with a unique taste and style. A family recipe
and process that’s been successful for over 50 years.

Available at your Panora

601 E Main St • Panora, IA
(641) 755-2213

25+ years experience in
agricultural, commercial,
residential, industrial
wiring along with
trenching & boom truck
services.

Van Houten
Barge Service
• Boat lift and dock installation,
removal and repair
• Custom built cantilever docks
• Rip-rap and shoreline work

Customer Service is our
#1 goal.
We want to get you boating
as soon as possible.
--Call for free estimates--

Mark Van Houten
(515) 975-7016 or
(641) 431-4002
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LPA SECURITY CHIEF TALKS WATER ISSUES
Buoys, boat capacity, fire extinguishers and more

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

In 1969, Jerry Armstrong
was Lake Panorama’s
first security officer for
one year before taking
other jobs for many years.
He then worked the
LPA security night shift
full-time for 10 years,
before stepping into the
LPA security chief role
in October 2016. In this
month’s Q&A, Armstrong
talks about boating on
Lake Panorama.
Q: What’s new this year
for boaters at Lake
Panorama?
A: LPA and DNR rules for
boating remain largely
unchanged for 2020.
However, we’ve been
asked if LPA has any
special policies in place
for COVID-19 prevention.
At this time, LPA has NOT
implemented any special
COVID-19 regulations for
lake usage. But boaters
are encouraged to remain
mindful of proclamations
from Gov. Reynolds.
Residents are required
by Iowa Law to adhere
to these proclamations.
They apply not only to
activities on land but
also on the water. Social
distancing and social
gathering proclamations
evolve regularly, so stay
up to date on these and
use the same common
sense on the water as you
would on land. One key
item LPA has discussed
is rafting of boats. LPA
strongly discourages
members from rafting
together, as we believe
this would be a violation
of Gov. Reynolds’ social
distancing proclamation.

Q. What impact will the
Iowa Supreme Court
Ruling have on lake use?
A. As discussed in
previous articles, LPA
has reviewed the Iowa
Supreme Court ruling
and does not believe this
will have any measurable
change at Lake
Panorama. All lake access
points remain private
property, which will
exclude non-members
from launching at our
ramp. We believe Lake
Panorama will continue
to be a lake used by
LPA members and their
guests.
It is, however,
important to remind
members that boating
while intoxicated is a
crime in the State of Iowa.
One interesting aspect of
the Iowa Supreme Court
ruling was that it clarified
boating while intoxicated
is illegal on BOTH public
and private water. So
regardless of how this
court case would’ve
turned out, it is illegal and
dangerous to operate a
boat under the influence
of drugs and alcohol. We
appreciate the fact most
people view their time
at Lake Panorama as a
vacation from the stress
of their normal lives. But
please enjoy your time
at the lake responsibly.
LPA security encourages
safe and responsible
enjoyment of the lake.
Q: Please explain the
navigational buoys and
hazard buoys on Lake
Panorama.
A: Centerline buoys mark
the channel of the lake,
with boaters travelling
on the right-hand side of

641-755-3351
OFFICE

the buoys. This is easy to
remember because it is
the same as driving on
the highway. Centerline
buoys are marked with
a flashing white light so
they are visible at night.
Hazard buoys are placed
in areas that are known to
be shallow or hazardous.
Be aware these buoys are
not a guarantee of exact
hazard location but rather
a warning to steer clear of
that general area. Some
hazard buoys are marked
with a flashing amber
light to ensure boaters
steer clear of these areas.
So remember, when
boating at night, avoid
amber lights, and stay
immediately to the right
of white lights.
In 2018, a new buoy
map was proposed by the
water safety committee
and approved by the LPA
board. Buoys have been
placed according to that
map for the 2020 season.
LPA members should
be aware no changes to
the map will be made
this year unless there is
a correction of a hazard
buoy. Call the LPA office
at 641-755-2301 with
questions.
Also in-place is a
rule adopted by the
LPA board concerning
the moving of buoys by
members. The rule reads:
“Intentional vandalism or
unauthorized relocation
of buoys shall result in
an automatic 3rd offense
under LPA rules 5.1(f)(3).
In the case of vandalism,
the offending member
shall pay both the stated
fine and damages.”
A 3rd offense fine
is $250 and loss of the
member’s boating
privileges for the season.

Q: What are some
common mistakes made
by boaters?
A: One common mistake
is the misunderstanding
about boat capacity.
Most boats are rated for
a maximum number of
persons and a maximum
total weight. Boaters
must remember they are
not allowed to exceed
either of these numbers.
This is especially relevant
with young people who
weigh less than adults.
Regardless of how
small the passenger is,
everyone counts as one
passenger in the boat
capacity limit.
Q: What items should
boat owners have in
place before they launch
their boat this spring?
A. Fire extinguishers and
floatation devices are
both priorities for DNR
and LPA, as both are key
safety items. Boats
with greater than 10
horsepower are required
by Iowa law to have at
least one Type B-I fire
extinguisher onboard the
vessel. Some larger boats
are required to have one
B-II fire extinguisher, or
two B-I fire extinguishers,
onboard the vessel.
Boat owners should
check the extinguishers
periodically to ensure
they remain in a good,
useable condition.
All vessels are required to
have at least one United
States Coast Guard

(USCG) approved life
jacket for each person
on board. In addition,
vessels over 16 feet in
length must have a
throwable floatation
device (excluding kayaks
and canoes). Iowa Law
requires children under
13 years of age wear their
life jacket while the vessel
is underway.
Boaters are ultimately
responsible to comply
with all Iowa State
Law and can find more
information at the DNR’s
boating website: http://
www.iowadnr.gov/
Things-to-Do/Boating
Q: Final thoughts for the
2020 boating season?
A: The Iowa DNR has an
online licensing system
for hunting and fishing
license needs. This can
be found at the website
GoOutdoorsIowa. It
is easy to purchase,
store and renew your
licenses, view hunting
and fishing regulations,
and report harvests. The
GoOutdoorsIowa app can
be downloaded via the
AppStore or Google Play.
Please plan on using this
app in 2020, as the LPA
office has temporarily
suspended the sale of
licenses due to COVID-19
restrictions regarding
walk-in traffic at the LPA
office.
It’s always good to be
mindful about invasive
species. Any boat leaving
any lake (including
canoes, kayaks, etc.)

Jerry Armstrong

should be cleaned, all
compartments drained,
and the vessel should
dry at least five days
prior to re-entering Lake
Panorama or show they
have not been on an
infested lake, have no
water in compartments,
no plant debris or mud,
or any other sign of
potential contamination.
This is an Iowa law and is
enforceable with a $500
fine. The LPA also has set
fines for violators and for
falsified information on
questionnaires.
LPA Security’s phone
number is 641-757-9035.
Please double check your
mobile phone contacts
to make sure you are
using this number.
Contact LPA security
with any questions or
concerns related to LPA’s
rules and regulations.
Members are reminded
to call 911 in the event of
a fire, medical or police
emergency. Be safe and
enjoy your 2020 season at
Lake Panorama. n

515-971-0226
DANNY’S CELL

lpbarge@att.net

Offering

Make Us Your First Call!

2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198

DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING
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PANORA GARDEN CLUB HELPS
BEAUTIFY CITY SQUARE
A dozen new pots installed around Panora’s town square.

CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
(formerly Ritter Concrete)

QUALITY WORK AT
REASONABLE RATES!

By SUSAN THOMPSON
Lake Panorama Times

Flat Work – Skidsteer Work
Replacement Work
SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE TIMES

This is one of 12 new planters recently installed throughout the Panora Town Square.
Five of the pots are located near donated benches in the area surrounded by the Panora
Library, Veterans Auditorium and the Panora Community Center. This pot filled with
pansies and snapdragons is beside a bench donated by Hugh and Merna Teale and family. The plaque includes this phrase: Panora-Best Little Town by a Dam Site.

to develop a plan to beautify
Panora’s main business area
with this new project. Grant
funds were used to purchase
the 12 pots, plus will cover
flowers being switched out
four times throughout the
year to match the four seasons. Eike is volunteering his
time to keep the pots watered.
The club currently has 37
members.
“We meet at member
homes or visit Iowa’s bountiful gardens and attractions
from April through December on the second Monday
of the month,” says Weisz.
“We have ladies from Panora, Lake Panorama and the
country surrounding Panora
as members.”
Members pay $20 annual
dues.
“We welcome all ladies,
even those with no green
thumb,” Weisz says.
Club members aren’t always getting dirt under their
fingernails. Sometimes they
take a day trip instead of their
monthly meeting. They’ve
toured gardens in Des Moines.
Two years ago, they chartered
a bus for a trip to the Pella
Tulip Festival. Last year, they
took a bus to Missouri Valley
to visit the Loess Hills area,
including a goat farm, lavender farm and an Aronia
berry farm. Each year they
have one craft day and create a float for the Panorama
Days parade.
For many years, the club
has maintained 13 large pots
scattered around Panora.

Ron Eike of Wood Duck Landscapes helped the Panora
Garden Club choose the new pots, and filled each with
spring flowers. He’ll change the floral displays three times
this year to match the changing seasons. He is volunteering his time to keep the plants watered.

These planters still are in
good shape, so club members are looking for annual
sponsors. A message has been
sent to members of the Panora Chamber of Commerce
outlining the program.
For $150, a pot filled with
flowers would be delivered
to the business, with a sign
showing the sponsor’s name
attached to the pot. Sponsors would be responsible for
keeping the flowers watered.
Anyone interested in sponsoring one of these pots, or
learning more about the Panora Garden Club, can contact
Chambers at 712-304-0077 or
Weisz at 515-480-0866.
A Facebook page for the
Panora Garden Club was

SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!
SPECIAL TO THE LAKE TIMES

Call Tom Today
515-210-4515
Insured

Serving Lake Panorama & surrounding communities

Complete TITLE
Services
110 N. 4th St. • Guthrie Center, IA 50115

SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE TIMES

The Panora Garden Club
has a history that dates back
more than a century. It was
a “department” of the larger Political Equality Club,
which was organized in May
of 1893. When women finally
received the right to vote, the
club name changed to The
Panora Women’s Club. In 1929,
club minutes show the garden club department would
receive an annual allocation
of $10, with additional funds
raised by the group for projects when needed.
Fast forward to 2020, with
the Panora Garden Club continuing to raise money for
projects. Its latest effort led to
the installation of 12 new pots
around Panora’s town square.
The bright blue pots, filled
with colorful spring flowers
of pansies and snapdragons,
were installed April 21. That
was just in time to be recognized as an April 22 Earth Day
project and garnered a story
on the KCCI-TV evening news.
Paulette Chambers and
Jean Weisz are entering their
second year as co-chairs of
the Panora Garden Club.
“Being a Panora Garden
Club member means I care
about the appearance of our
city and hope visitors and our
local community notice the
attention our club members
give to enhance its beauty,”
says Weisz, who lives south
of Panora.
“Our Garden Club is a group
of gals who enjoy the beauty
in flowers, garden plots and
getting to know people who
are interested in the same
thing,” says Chambers, who
lives at Lake Panorama. “We
volunteer to help maintain
several areas in and around
Panora, including Heritage
Park by Lake Lumber, the Michael Mills Memorial Park,
entrance to the Raccoon
River Valley Trail near PJ’s,
and the entrance signs as you
enter Panora from three directions.”
The new pots were made
possible by a $4,000 grant
through the Guthrie County Community Foundation
(GCCF). Previous donations
and grants, plus the value of
in-kind volunteer hours, provided the match required to
receive a GCCF grant.
Members of the garden
club worked with Ron Eike
of Wood Duck Landscapes

GRUBER

Show us how you are enjoying
your time at Lake Panorama.
Send photos with names and
captions to shane@dmcityview.com.

launched recently. It includes
photos of the new flower pot
project, plus more details on
the club and how to donate,
including through a new Venmo account. n

Matt Reinhart
Judy Hilgenberg
Kassie Sheeder
Kim Buttler

641-332-2339
Want to reach Lake Panorama residents?
Contact me today!

Stormy Baker

cell: 515-822-2531

stormy@iowalivingmagazines.com
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Panorama West bunker renovations complete
Bunker renovation paid for with $15,000 from the McLuen gift, $1,835 raised in a 2018 golf tournament, and up to $15,000 from the Lake Panorama Association.
Lake Panorama Times

Renovation of the six
sand bunkers on the
Panorama West golf
course began April 27
and were finished in
early May.
Many improvements
have been made at the
Panorama West golf
course over the last
three years, thanks to
a $473,000 estate gift
from James and Joyce

McLuen.
That gift made it possible to install a new
irrigation system, add
new sections of concrete
cart paths, improve turf
conditions over a threeyear period, landscape
around the clubhouse,
and add new tee signs,
trash receptacles, ball
washers and directional
signs.
The bunker renovation is being paid for
with $15,000 that re-

mains from the McLuen
gift, $1,835 raised in a
2018 golf tournament
at Panorama West organized by volunteers,
and up to $15,000 from
the Lake Panorama Association.
The project involved
removing existing sand
and gravel, f lushing
drainage tubes and
drains, and installing
new drains, as needed. Minor reshaping
of the traps was done,

followed by new gravel and a 2-inch layer of
capillary concrete.
This patented product
includes aggregates and
polymers mixed with
concrete. It is porous,
allowing water to drain
more quickly, thereby
reducing washouts and
bunker maintenance.
The final step was filling the traps with new
sand.
Ja me s a nd Joyc e
McLuen, who bot h

died in 2016, directed
20 percent of their estate to Friends of Lake
Panorama to be used
at Panorama West. The
McLuens were some of
the first homesteaders at
Lake Panorama. Their
home was located near
Sunset Beach, and they
enjoyed boating, fishing
and golfing.
A bench, plaque and
sign honoring the McLuens is near the Panorama
West pro shop door. n

SUSAN THOMPSON | LAKE TIMES

By SUSAN THOMPSON

This photo shows the bunker near the eighth
green at Panorama West after all existing sand
and gravel was removed, and the perimeter outlined with a straight cut. This was before new
drainage was installed, followed by new gravel, a
2-inch layer of capillary concrete, and new sand.

Pamper your business with a policy from West Bend.
You gave your business what it needed to grow into the pride and
joy it’s become. Let us help you nurture it. An insurance policy from
West Bend is the best way to keep it happy, healthy, and profitable.
We’ll wrap it in the cozy warmth of the Silver Lining®.
To find out more, contact this Official Supplier of the Silver Lining®.
128 W. Main St.
Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-2123

“FOR SERVICE AFTER THE SALE”

PLEASE REMEMBER YOUR HOMETOWN MARINA.
AQUA PATIO

LUXURY HIGH
PERFORMANCE
TRIPLE PONTOON
PRICED FROM THE
MID-SEVENTIES

MONACO

ALL NEW
TRIPLE PONTOON
FOR 2020 PRICED
FROM THE UPPER
FIFTIES

SWEETWATER

GOOD TIMES AND
GREAT VALUE
PRICED FROM THE
LOW-TWENTIES.

MASTERCRAFT
XT21
Classic styling and
a midsize length
meet cutting-edge
performance across
every sport.

MASTERCRAFT
XT22
With crossover
capabilities
serving up endless
possibilities you can
wakeboard, ski and
surf

ALL FOUR WINNS LUXURY
MODELS IN-STOCK, INCLUDING
THE 190, 200, 210 AND 230!

MASTERCRAFT
NXT22

Bigger, badder and
built to be attainable,
the NXT22 is where
performance, comfort
and style meet.

190

200

210

230

HYDRAULIC LIFTS FOR BOATS
AND PONTOONS IN STOCK

Since
1983!

Ultra LX

ALL NEW FOR 2020 - 160LX

VW DOCKS IN STOCK: WOOD AND ALUMINUM

COULTER’S PANORAMA MARINE
See our inventory at cpmboats.com

S A L E S A N D S E R V I C E • F U L L S E R V I C E G A S D O C K • B O AT S T O R A G E • V W D O C K S

Lake Panorama, Panora, Iowa 50216
coulters@netins.net • Phone: 641-755-2920 • Fax: 641-755-2772
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Van’s Tree Tech
Get your trees checked
out this Spring!

515-523-1993
c: 515-720-2874
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With checking that
earns you more.
Simply…

UP 2.00%

• Make a minimum of 15 debit card
transactions per cycle **
• Receive e-Statements (must have a valid email address)
• Use direct deposit or automatic payments
totaling $100 or more

www.vanstreetech.com

Deep Root Fertilization • Insect and Disease Control

APY *

on balances up to $25,000

OPEN TODAY!
1- 800-891-9389

And enjoy…
• Automatic ATM fee reimbursements up to
$7 per statement cycle
• Free debit card
• Free Online Banking, Mobile Banking***
and Bill Pay

WE KNOW LENDING.

Earn up to

• Unlimited transactions

EOPLES
BANK

m y p e o p l e s . b a n k

*Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) accurate as of 08/12/2019. Rates may change after account is opened. Minimum to open
is $100. No monthly fees, if qualifications are met each statement cycle: (1) Balances up to $25,000.00 receive APY of 2.00%;
(2) The portion of balances $25,000.01or more earn an interest rate of 0.01%, resulting in 2.00% - 0.01% APY, depending
on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.01% APY. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle
during the statement cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post and
settle. See a bank employee for more details. **Signature and Pin Based transactions only, ATM Withdrawals are
excluded from qualifying debit card transactions ***Message and data rates may apply.
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ARE YOU CONSIDERING CONSTRUCTION,
HOME IMPROVEMENT, PURCHASE,
REFINANCE OR A HOME EQUITY LOAN?

experienced
community bank and
we are committed to
helping you.

www.iowatrustbank.com

Come see us today!

M-F 8AM-5PM • SAT 8AM-NOON • 120 E. MAIN ST. • PANORA • (641) 755-2141

www.mypeoples.bank
800-891-9389
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A Complete Solution for
Your Lake Landscaping Desires
515.661.3208
josh@woodducklandscapes.com
woodducklandscapes.com

PROUDLY INSTALLING

