Ben’s Five and Dime

Panora Location

Your LOCAL summer shopping destination.
PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR

20% OFF

ANY ONE REGULARLY PRICED ITEM THIS MONTH!

One coupon
per person.
One special per
coupon. Excludes
Framing. Good
at Ben’s Five and
Dime.
Good through
September 31,
2019.
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Golfers at Lake Panorama National generally focus on the next green they are trying to reach. But the next time
you’re headed to the fifth green, pause to look across the nearby pond for a glimpse of Lake Panorama beyond.

Susan Thompson | Lake Panorama Times

SEPTEMBER 2019 | Volume 50 | Number 9

Special to the Times

About 100 people attended the August
20 celebration of a new book about Lake
Panorama. Lake Panorama – The First 50
Years is a full-color, hardcover 112-page book
that includes both historic and contemporary photos. Chapters in the book describe
six decades of planning and development.
The event was held at the Lake Panorama
National conference center. During the first
hour, attendees purchased books, viewed
historical displays, and talked with Susan

Thompson, the book’s author. Thompson
also signed books on request.
A program included comments from John
Rutledge, LPA general manager, Thompson,
and members of the audience.
The LPA financed the book’s production.
Just over 1,000 books were printed, with 350
of those purchased online in advance. An
estimated 50 people who ordered online
have not yet picked up their books, which
are available during business hours at the
LPA office.
More than 100 books have been sold di-

rectly since the books arrived in late
July. Books are available for purchase
at the LPA and LPN front desks, and
Panorama West Clubhouse. The cost
is $35, which includes tax. Purchases
can be made at these locations via cash,
check, or credit card. The book also is
available at the Panora Library, with purchases there cash or check only.
On Tuesday, October 15, Thompson
will be at the Panora Library from 2 p.m.

Lake Panorama
– The First 50
Years is a fullcolor, hardcover 112-page
book that includes both
historic and
contemporary photos.
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New LPA maintenance
facility nears completion

Friends of Lake
Panorama begins
research on new
amenities
By Susan Thompson
Times staff

The shop exterior features a metal roof and siding, decorative cupolas, and a covered main entrance.
By Susan Thompson
Times staff

The LPA’s new maintenance facility to serve the
Lake Panorama community is
on track for completion and
occupancy by mid-October.
The facility is located on the
lake’s east side at the corner
of 200th and Chimra.

It replaces the old maintenance facility located a quarter-mile further west. Replacement of the old facility first
came before the LPA board
in the fall of 2014. The current shop is 4,000 square feet
and was built in 1973. Signs
of corrosion were discovered
in late-2016 and the building
was temporarily modified in

the fall of 2018 to support LPA
operations this past winter.
The new facility includes
a shop that measures about
10,000 square feet. Also included on the site is a new
cold storage building, two
large hoop structures for salt
and sand storage, a smaller
hoop building for brine mixing, and storage bins for ag-

gregate and other materials.
An earthen berm has been
built on the west and south
of the property. On top and
outside of this berm will be
a series of evergreen plantings to provide a visual screen.
Plantings also will be used
on the north to ensure the

Friends of Lake Panorama is a
501(c)3 nonprofit charity dedicated to improving recreational amenities at Lake Panorama. Major projects so far have been a playground
at Sunset Beach and sports courts
at Boulder Beach. A $473,000 estate
gift led to significant improvements
at Panorama West. Donations also
have funded renovations in the LPN
dining room, memorial benches, and
a rain garden.
To help prioritize future projects,
the Friends board of directors conducted a survey of LPA members
in April. Survey results were used
to develop a list of potential projects to study. Now three task forces
have been formed to study some of
those projects, with initial meetings
planned for September.
The Beach Games & Amenities task
force will develop a multi-year proposal for each of the three beaches.
Items under consideration are potential gaming additions, such as
basketball, bocce ball, miniature
golf, horseshoes, and others. This
task force also will consider current
and future needs for shelter houses,
tables, benches, and other items to
enhance Lake Panorama’s beaches.
The Walking Trails task force is
studying upgrades to the existing
trail near Panorama West, and the
possibility of a new trail on the south
shore.
The Dog Park task force is research-

FACILITY, Page 5
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Save an average of $894.*

Protect:

Your car.
Your house.
Your bank account.

Protect yourself with America’s #1 car and home insurance company.**
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
CALL ME TODAY.
®

*Average annual household savings based on national 2016 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
**Based on A.M. Best written premium.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL,
1005002.1
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL, State Farm Lloyds, Dallas, TX

Robert Carr Insurance Agcy Inc
Robert Carr, Agent
111 S. 4th Street
Guthrie Center, IA 50115
Bus: 641-332-2263
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Panorama West Women’s
League Wraps up 2019 Season

Panora
State Bank
history
continues
to evolve
By Susan Thompson
Times staff

The Lake Panorama Association was founded August 14,
1968, when the LPA Articles of
Incorporation were filed with
the Iowa Secretary of State.
The association’s organizational meeting was held
less than
two months
l a t e r, o n
October 2.
One order
of business
Julie
that day was
Dent-Zajicek
to authorize
opening a
checking account at Panora State Bank.
Julie Dent-Zajicek is the
current president of Panora State Bank, a position she
has held since 2014. In this
month’s Q&A, Dent-Zajicek
talks about the bank’s evolving history serving the Lake
Panorama and Panora communities.
Special to the Times

The top players for 2019 in the Panorama West women’s league were, left to right, Carla Fitzgerald, first; Emily Spradling, second; Paula Hansen,
third; Phyllis Davis, fourth; and Ann Chambers, fifth. Not pictured was Peg Carr, who tied with Chambers for fifth place.
Times staff

decrease in her handicap during
the season.
The top 10 players in the league
were recognized, and received cash
awards. They were Carla Fitzgerald
in first place; Emily Spradling, second; Paula Hansen, third; Phyllis
Davis, fourth; Peg Carr and Ann
Chambers, tied for fifth; Karen
Hanson, seventh; Sue Merryman,

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

The Panorama West women’s
golf league wrapped up its 2019
season September 3 with a four	
  
gal best-shot
tournament. Gary
Babcock,
Lake
Panorama National
	
  
head golf pro, hit four tee shots
for each team on the ninth hole.
The Tuesday
tournament was fol	
  

	
  

67 Acres M/L Guthrie Co.
Coon
Rapids
Real
Estate
Farm Ground
& Rural
Residence
is2516
Honored
to Present:
160th Rd, Guthrie
Center, IA

	
  

Sec. 3, Victory Plat, Guthrie County

	
  

Beautiful secluded country acreage with income producing farm. Well maintained home with
two car detached garage and very spacious yard with hardwood and fruit trees.

Asking $475,000

	
  

67 Acres M/L
GUTHRIE CO.

• 67 Acres Total
• 58 of Crop Land (77 CSR2)
• 3 Acre Acreage, the remainder in timber
• Located on paved County Road 160th Rd
2.5 miles east from Hwy 25
• Cozy 2 bedroom, 1 bath house with lots of recent
improvements such as steel siding, steel roof,
tankless water heater, windows, air conditioner
• Two car detached garage and garden shed
2516 160th Rd, Guthrie Center, IA

	
  
	
  

a

FARM GROUND

& RURAL RESIDENCE

	
  

712-999-2263
220 6th Ave., Coon Rapids
www.coonrapidsinsurance.com

	
  
	
  
	
  

Your Home Selling &
Buying Specialists!

All quotes include use of the customers water source. (If Available)

	
  
	
  

eighth; Rocky Barth, ninth; and
Shirley Stephenson, tenth.
Emily Spradling served as league
chair in 2019. For 2020, Sue Merryman will chair the Panorama
West Tuesday morning women’s
league, with Ann Chambers as
vice-chair, Paula Hansen as treasurer, and JoAnn Johnson as secretary.

a

	
  

lowed by an awards luncheon in
the Panorama West Clubhouse
community room, catered by Lake
Panorama National.
Cash prizes for play throughout the season were distributed to
league members based on pars,
birdies and chip ins. Linda Johnson was recognized as the “most
improved player” because of the

Beautiful secluded country acreage with
income producing farm. Well maintained
home with two car detached garage and very
spacious yard with hardwood and fruit trees.
Enjoy country living near Springbrook State
Park with lots of wildlife. ASKING $475,000

	
  

Lake Panorama news tip?
Contact Susan Thompson at thomcomm@netins.net
• 67 Acres Total
• 58 of Crop Land (77 CSR2)
• 3 Acre Acreage, the remainder in timber
• Located on paved County Road 160th Rd 2.5 miles east from Hwy 25
• Cozy 2 bedroom, 1 bath house with lots of recent improvements such as
steel siding, steel roof, tankless water heater, windows, air conditioner
• Two car detached garage and garden shed

Q. How did you get involved in the banking industry?
A. I am a native of Audubon and a graduate of
Audubon High School. I
began my career in banking during my senior year
in high school when I
worked at the Audubon
branch of Home Federal
Savings Loan as part of an
office education program
offered by the school. After
graduation, I continued
to work there for several
years.
In 1988, I was offered a
branch manager position at the Panora office
of Home Federal, and I
moved to Panora. My husband Lynn and I married
in 1991 and continue to
live in Panora. We have
two sons and two granddaughters.
In September 1991, Panora
State Bank purchased the
Panora branch of Home
Federal Savings and Loan.
I was fortunate enough
to retain a position at the
bank, and through the
years gained valuable
experience in all areas of
banking. I worked as a
customer service representative until I was promoted to vice president
in 1998, and later became
president in 2014. I continue to enjoy the opportunity to apply the broad
knowledge and experience
I’ve gained over the years
in this management position.
BANK, Page 10

FOR MORE
INFORMATION,
CONTACT:

Gavin Cretsinger (712-830-7387)

Gavin Cretsinger

220 6th Avenue, Coon Rapids • Call 712-999-2263 for all your real estate needs!

View our current listings at www.coonrapidsinsurance.com
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Panorama West sand
trap renovation this fall
By Susan Thompson
Times staff

Many improvements have
taken place at the Panorama
West golf course over the
last two years, thanks to a
$473,000 estate gift from
James and Joyce McLuen. Both died in 2016. In
September 2017, their gift
was presented to Friends
of Lake Panorama, with instructions to use the funds
at Panorama West.
Most of the work was
done in 2018, and included
irrigation, additional concrete cart paths, signage and

tee box amenities, and clubhouse landscaping.
A three-year project to
improve turf conditions
began in the fall of 2018,
with 15 acres of tees and
fairways aerified and interseeded, plus starter fertilizer
applied. That initial work
cost $22,000. Another $6,000
has been invested this fall
for additional seed, fertilizer and weed control, with
the same commitment in
place for 2020.
One final project is
planned for this fall, as the

PICNIC BRINGS WEST SIDE
LAKE OWNERS TOGETHER

TRAPS, Page 4

DaiLy SpeciaLS
MONDAY:
TWO COMBINATIONS (1-16),
SMALL CHEESE DIP OR SMALL
GUACAMOLE & TWO SOFT
DRINKS $20
TUESDAY:
ALL YOU CAN EAT TACOS
$7.25
WEDNESDAY:
ANY FLAVOR MARGARITAS
$1.99

THURSDAY:
ANY FLAVOR DAQUIRI
$1.99
FRIDAY & SATURDAY:
ANY FLAVOR 20oz
MARGARITAS
$4.99
SUNDAY:
DOMESTIC BEER: $1.75,
IMPORTED BEER: $2.15,
ANY DESSERTS 1/2 PRICE
Special to the Times

Jeff Houston, left, and Dave Finneseth grilled gourmet hot dogs for guests attending the West Side Picnic August 25 at Sunset Beach. Photo by Jody Muench.
*

By Susan Thompson
Times staff

YOUR PURCHASE AT LOS ALTOS
MEXICAN RESTAURANT
*Not valid with any other specials.

108 West Main Street, Panora • 641-755-3777
www.losaltosmenu.com • Like us on Facebook!

On a sunny Sunday afternoon in late August, more
than 100 people who live on
Lake Panorama’s west side
gathered for food, fun, and
fundraising at Sunset Beach.
The core group of orga-

nizers has worked together
for many years to help keep
the landscape beds at Sunset Beach tidy. At least one
“cleanup” day is held each
year, with volunteers who live
nearby working on their own
as they see the need.
This year the group decided to hold a “West Side”
picnic as a way to get more
people involved at Sunset
Beach, while making it pos-

sible for more neighbors to
meet their neighbors.
Gourmet hot dogs were
served by the committee,
along with potluck dishes
brought by guests. A silent
auction was conducted
throughout the afternoon,
with 30 donated items that
included such things as gift
baskets, handmade items and
golf packages. A basket for
freewill donations also was

SO SIMPLE!
IT’S IT’S
SO SIMPLE!

available. Guests were told
funds raised would be used
for future improvements at
Sunset Beach.
At the end of the event,
just over $600 was raised at
the picnic. The organizing
committee decided to donate the money to Friends
of Lake Panorama. There it
will be held in a separate account until a suitable project
is chosen for Sunset Beach.

FULL-SERVICE REALTORS with
EXCEPTIONAL SKILLS and EXPERIENCE

SCREW PILE SYSTEM
SCREW PILE SYSTEM
NO CONCRETE / NO DIGGING
NO HEAVING

NO CONCRETE / NO DIGGING

ENGINEERED AND GUARANTEED

NO HEAVING

IT’S SO SIMPLE!
MEETS BUILDING CODE

our home selling and buying experience a positive
one. They make a great team! Their personal
attention, expertise and knowledge of the process
were keys in getting our home sold quickly. We
made the absolute right choice in selecting Kurt
and Jana Schade as our agents. They had our best
interest at heart from the moment we met them
and even after the job was done. We would highly
recommended them to anyone who is selling or
purchasing a home!
– Brian and Jen

MEDIUM
AND NO FOOTING INSPECTION
STRUCTURES
LIGHT STRUCTURES
HEAVY STRUCTURES
Docks
Balconies & Decks
Whole Houses
Sunrooms
Patios
Homes
NO CONCRETEModular
/ NO DIGGING
Walkways
MEDIUM
Sheds
Additions
Signs NO HEAVING
Fences LIGHT STRUCTURES
SolarSTRUCTURES
Applications
CURRENT
LISTING
HEAVY
STRUCTURES
NOBalconies
CONCRETE&/ Decks
NO DIGGING Docks
Whole Houses

SCREW PILE SYSTEM

Sunrooms
515-720-0120
Walkways
Sheds
ENGINEERED AND GUARANTEED

NO
HEAVING
Patios

ENGINEERED AND
GUARANTEED
MEETS
BUILDING CODE

WWW.TMPIOWA.COM

Signs
Fences
AND
MEETS BUILDING CODE
ANDNO
NOFOOTING
FOOTINGINSPECTION
INSPECTION

Modular Homes
Additions
6342Applications
Panorama Dr., Panora
Solar

515-720-0120

LIGHT STRUCTURES
Balconies & Decks
Patios
Sheds
Fences

MEDIUM
STRUCTURES
Docks
Sunrooms
Walkways
Signs

HEAVY STRUCTURES
Whole Houses
Modular Homes
Additions
Solar Applications

RECENTLY

WWW.TMPIOWA.COM
515-720-0120
SOLD

6610 Young Circle

together we have
EVERY ASPECT
OF REAL ESTATE
COVERED!

Unique, 30-day marketing plan for
90-DAY LISTING
2 hours of free staging from our
PREFERRED STAGER
Kurt’s pervious experience as a
FEE APPRAISER and BUILDER give
you peace of mind when buying
Jana’s MARKETING DEGREE and
organizational capabilities give
you peace of mind when selling

RECENTLY

SOLD

RECENTLY

SOLD

Kurt Schade, CRS, CNHS, Broker Associate
(515) 208-0757 • (515) 224-8712
kurt.schade@cbdsm.com
www.kurtschade.com

WWW.TMPIOWA.COM

Kurt & Jana Schade

We are your neighbors at the Lake

MEETS BUILDINGENGINEERED
CODE
Jana & Kurt Schade
AND GUARANTEED
“Kurt
and
Jana
went above and beyond to make
AND NO FOOTING INSPECTION

SCREW PILE SYSTEM

Why work with us?

Jana Schade, Realtor®

(515) 577-4565 • (515) 224-8585
jana.schade@cbdsm.com
www.janaschade.com

6850 Panorama Road

6608 Arnold Road
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Lake Panorama Association
Board of Directors Meeting
July 23, 2019
Lake Panorama Association Office
The Lake Panorama Association Board of Directors met July 23, 2019, at 5 p.m., at the Lake Panorama
Association Office. Board members present were Mary Jane Carothers, Emily Donovan, Gary Evans,
Tom Jeschke, Rich Schumacher, Jim Spradling and Neil Wright.
LPA Staff present: Brad Halterman, Danna Krambeer, and John Rutledge
Visitor present: Kurt Schade, LPA Member
President Carothers called the meeting to order at 5 p.m.
Agenda Item 1 – Approval of the Agenda – Rutledge added two topics to Other Business - review
realtor signage and LPN Financials and cash flow.
Donovan moved to approve the agenda with the additions to other business. Motion seconded, carried
unanimously.
Agenda Item 2 – Open Forum – No one addressed the board
Agenda Item 3 – Consent Agenda
Jeschke moved to approve the consent agenda. Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Consent agenda to include:
a) LPA General Manager’s Report
b) Approval of minutes from 06.25.2019 LPA Board Meeting
c) Acceptance of 06.30.2019 consolidated financial report – LPA & LPN, LLC
d) Set date for next board meeting as 08.27.2019
e) Accept minutes from June 2019 LPN, LLC Board of Managers Meeting
f) Accept 06.11.2019 water safety committee minutes
g) Accept 07.08.2019 building codes committee minutes
h) Accept summary of improvements made at Panorama West Golf Course by Friends of Lake Panorama
via the McLuen Estate
Agenda Item 4a – Consider offer to purchase LPA Lot 4551
The land sales committee reviewed an offer to purchase lot 4551 from Weekly. Weekly owns lot 4552
next to this lot. Offer is for $12,500, land sales committee collectively agreed to accept this offer. LPA
staff has reviewed the lot and has no objection to the sale of this lot. The land sales committee
recommends accepting the offer of $12,500.
Schumacher moved to accept the offer from Richard & Lauriel Weekly to purchase lot 4551 for $12,500.
Motion seconded, carried unanimously.
Agenda Item 4b – Variance request by Krista Dougherty and Steven Sidman, lot 148, 6912 Hanson
Hill, regarding storage shed
Excerpt from the building codes committee minutes:
Variance Request – Krista Dougherty and Steven Sidman 6912 Hanson Hill (Lot #148). Dougherty and
Sidman are requesting a variance of 8’ to place a storage shed 2’ from the property side property line.
Motion Evans to recommend LPA award a variance for Lot 148, providing an 8’ side property line
1

Interior and Exterior | 30 years experience
July 23, 2019

Let Goodwin & Son beautify
your home with a fresh
new look!
One room or the entire house.

515-386-5282 or 515-370-1237 (cell)

BAKER

Volunteer
recognition event
set for Oct. 3
By Susan Thompson
Times staff

Volunteers play a big role
at Lake Panorama. Many
maintain landscape beds
at the lake’s three beaches,
two golf courses, and lake
entrances. Others serve on
the board of directors for the
Lake Panorama Association,
Lake Panorama National,
and Friends of Lake Panorama.
Board members for the
Southern Panorama Sewer
District, On-Site Waste Water
Management, and the Lake
Panorama Rural Improvement Zone also volunteer
many hours. The same is true
for members of four committees appointed annually
by the LPA board—appeals,

TRAPS
FROM Page 3

six sand bunkers on the golf
course will be renovated at a
cost of $30,000. With all other
projects completed, Friends
of Lake Panorama has $15,000
remaining from the McLuen
gift for this. Another $1,835
was raised with a golf tournament in June 2018, and the
Lake Panorama Association
has committed up to $15,000.
A contract to renovate the
bunkers has been signed with
JGCC Golf N Sports Turf from
Ormond Beach, Florida.
This will involve removing
all existing sand and gravel,
flushing existing drainage,
and installing new drains as
needed. Minor reshaping of

Heating & Cooling FRIENDS
FROM Page 1

Call 515-559-6778
or 515-833-2052

Design • Installation • Construction
“More than a shovel and a truck.”
We have the equipment to do the job right!

• Retaining walls • Walkways • Patios
• Seeding • Sodding • Grading
• Plant materials • Planting • Pruning
• Landscape Material • Affordable Quality
• Insured

ing the possibility of establishing a dog park somewhere
on Lake Panorama property.
Members are gathering information from existing parks on
construction and operational costs, rules for dogs using
the parks, administrative and
maintenance requirements,
size and amenities, potential
locations, and more.
At the same time the
three task forces are working, Friends is researching
the development of a disc
golf course and the addition
of new playground equip-

building codes, land sales,
water safety.
To celebrate the many volunteers who help make the
Lake Panorama community great, a special event is
planned for Thursday, October 3, at the LPN Conference Center. This is the 13th
year for this free social time
and dinner recognizing those
who have volunteered in the
past 12 months.
Social time begins at 5:30
p.m. with a “Let’s Fiesta” dinner at 6 p.m. Invitations have
been mailed, but if you volunteered and were missed,
know that you’re invited and
can bring one guest. Reservations are due by September 27, and can be made by
calling the LPN front desk
at 641-755-2080.

the traps will be done, followed by new gravel.
Next will be a two-inch
layer of capillary concrete.
This patented product includes aggregates and polymers mixed with concrete. It
is porous, allowing water to
drain more quickly, thereby
reducing washouts and bunker maintenance. The final
step will be filling the traps
with new sand.
The contractor currently is
renovating bunkers at Hyperion Field Club in Johnston.
Once that project is complete,
work will begin at Panorama
West. This is expected to be
sometime in October, and will
impact play on the course
during construction. Watch
the LPA and LPN electronic
newsletters for details.

ment at Boulder and Shady
beaches.
Some project recommendations may be completed
in time for Friends to present a proposal to the LPA
board at its October meeting. Board approval will be
required since LPA has final
authority over new projects
on Lake Panorama property.
If a project gets a green light
this fall, fundraising would
begin in November and continue into 2020.
LPA members with questions can email staff@friendsoflakepanorama.org. Or visit
the Friends of Lake Panorama website at www.friendsoflakepanorama.org.

“Don’t pay too much for too little”

GREENSPIRE
LANDSCAPING

KAUTZKY TREE CARE

LLC
CONSULTING • INSECT & DISEASE CONTROL • FERTILIZATION

Larry Van Otterloo
Call Paul at 712-249-9725
VansTreeTech@gmail.com
FREE ESTIMATES
515-523-1993

Over 25 years of dependable service

Phone Dan 641-439-2482
or 641-757-1497.
Please leave a message.

• TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
• STORM CLEAN UP • TREE PLANTING

MW-0275A

Protecting Quality Tree from Insect and Disease

LANDSCAPING

Complete TITLE
Services

• Retaining Walls • Patios • Water Features • Planting

LICENSED • INSURED • EXPERIENCED • LOCAL REFERENCES

110 N. 4th St. • Guthrie Center, IA 50115

Great Tasting Fresh Fried Chicken - Cooked to
perfection with a unique taste and style. A family recipe
and process that’s been successful for over 50 years.

Available at your Panora

EXPRESS YOUR PERSONALITY!
Let the Professionals Take Care Of You and Your Eyes
with Quality Eye Care and Eye Wear!

Eye Care Associates
Cassie Martinson, O.D. • James Koch, O.D.

601 E Main St • Panora, IA
(641) 755-2213

102 E. Main • Panora
641-755-3699

Matt Reinhart
Judy Hilgenberg
Lori Bennett
Kim Buttler

641-332-2339
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Susan Thompson | Times staff

Once the walls of the new shop were complete, a crane was used to mount the roof trusses.

These concrete pads and walls soon will be topped with hoop structures, and used for storing sand and salt to treat Lake Panorama roads in the winter.

FACILITY
FROM Page 1

entrance to Lake Panorama
remains appealing. Cupolas, wainscot and a stone entrance to the shop’s office
area “dress up” the facility.
The maintenance complex cost is $1.7 million. LPA
worked with a consortium
of local banks to finance the
project, with payoff struc-

tured as a 20-year loan.
The cold storage building
located at the old maintenance facility site will be
repurposed for boat storage beginning in the fall of
2020.
An open house at the
new facility will be scheduled once a move-in date is
finalized, probably late October. Watch the LPA Panorama Prompt e-newsletter
for details.

REESE TREE
CARE
Old Masters -

Neighborhood Services

Licensed, Insured and Reasonable

KAUTZKY TREE CARE

Now’s theCalltime
Paul at 712-249-9725
FREE ESTIMATES
• repairs
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL
to make those
• STORM CLEAN UP • TREE PLANTING
LANDSCAPING
you’ve been putting
off.

BILL REESE - Owner

LLC

MW-5072A

RMC

515-943-0544 • 641-755-2140
breesetrees77@gmail.com
ISA Certified Arborist
ISA Certified Utility Specialist
#MW3944AU

EXPERT,
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES
Complete groundskeeping
& Property Management

• Trees
• Shrubs
• Hedges
• Lawns
• Landscape
Over 35 years of education, art,
safety, training and excellence in
the green industry at your service.

WE TREAT FOR THE
EMERALD ASH BORER
Now booking lawns
for 2019!

VENTEICHER
ELECTRIC, INC.

• Retaining Walls • Patios • Water Features • Planting

LICENSED • INSURED • EXPERIENCED • LOCAL REFERENCES

We Offer Delivery!
Monday-Sunday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.
Guthrie Center • Panora • Lake Panorama

SPECIALS

Mondays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays & Saturdays:
All regular Margaritas $1.99

Tuesdays: Fajita Tuesdays
All Day $8.25 Fajita & $1 Margs

(Your choice of Steak, Chicken, or Mix)

Sundays:

Kids eat free with One paying Adult
(One Kid per Adult)
ASK US FOR OUR 2 FOR $22 SPECIAL!

641-332-2139

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11 a.m.-9:30 p.m.
Fri.-Sat. 11a.m.-10 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m.-9 p.m.

104 South 3rd Street, Guthrie Center • Family Owned & Operated
Gift Certiﬁcates Available For Any Amount!

Lake Panorama news tip?
Contact Susan Thompson at thomcomm@netins.net

HOME COMMERCIAL FARM
Servicing Guthrie Center
and Panora areas for all
your electrical needs.

Servicing Guthrie
Center and Panora
641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638
for all
your
25+areas
years experience
in agricultural,
commercial,
residential,needs.
industrial wiring
electrical

along with trenching & boom truck services.

641-332-2675 OR 641-755-3638
25+ years experience in
agricultural, commercial,
residential, industrial
wiring along with
trenching & boom truck
services.
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book review

Lake Panorama: A devoted chronicle of the first 50 years
Thompson’s
detailed book covers
history, looks to
next half century
By DOUGLAS BURNS
d.burns@carrollspaper.com
lake panorama

Susan Thompson, a seasoned journalist with deep
ties to Lake Panorama, brings
a gifted eye for detail and
passion for Guthrie County
and its people, current and
former residents, dreamers
and doers, to an exhaustively
reported book, “Lake Panorama: The First 50 Years.”
The book, now available
for sale, brings to life what
former Gov. Terry Branstad,
who has maintained a residence on the lake during
his service as ambassador
to China, describes as one
of the more inspiring places

in Iowa.
The hard-bound 112-page
book is compiled with skilled
narrative flow, eye-catching
photography, much of it shot
by Thompson herself, and
graphics to describe how the
lake evolved from a vision
of foresighted leaders to a
coveted spot in Iowa, one
with 1,100 homes and taxable valuation of more than
a quarter billion dollars.
“Our goal was to produce
the definitive history of Lake
Panorama’s first 50 years and
I think Susan did it,” said John
Rutledge, general manager
of the Lake Panorama Association.
If you love the lake, this
book will make you love it
more. The book answers
questions readers didn’t even
know they had about Lake
Panorama.
Thompson knows the
people and territory well.
She serves as executive director of the Friends of Lake

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME & PART-TIME
FOREMAN & LABORERS.
Starting $16 per hour.
Drivers license required.

KAUTZKY

TREE CARE &
LANDSCAPING

Contact Paul 712-249-9725

Panorama, and was the first
female president of the Lake
Panorama Association board.
The book starts well before World War II with early
discussions about the potential for a lake, talks fueled in
large part by concern over
flooding from the Middle
Raccoon River. The first reported talk of a lake came
in 1931, Thompson writes.
Some of the early promotion of the lake matches a top calling card today:
it’s a hour’s drive from Des
Moines. About half of the
residents of the lake maintain full-time homes, giving
the area a blended appeal of
a vacation atmosphere surrounded by the neighborliness and familiarity of permanence — which comes
through in Thompson’s book.
The book includes a generous account of Louie Hansen, a Stuart farm kid and
World War II veteran whom
Thompson describes as the
“visionary behind Lake Panorama.” He bought the first
lot in the new development
in 1967. The now 1,700-member Lake Panorama Association woud incorporate a year
later. (Hansen Hill is named
after him.)
The book gives a sense of
the national reach of interest
in the lake as early advocates
went beyond local newspapers and radio to highly read
publications like LIFE magazine — one of the more defining periodicals in American
history that at one point, had
a circulation of 8.5 million.
The book, written in divisive national times, is a
celebration of cooperation.
“From the early days of
Lake Panorama, public cooperatives, government officials,

outside businesses and entrepreneurs have supported
the community’s growth and
success,” Thompson writes.
This doesn’t mean there
weren’t struggles. The book
details financing of the lake
and an array of projects
through the years. In its more
recent chapters, “Lake Panorama” focuses on efforts to
protect the lake and advance
environmental initiatives.
“Take a boat ride around
Lake Panorama and it’s easy
to forget the lake is simply a
wider version of the Middle
Raccoon River,” Thompson
writes.
The river is both a lifeblood
and challenge.
Since 1998, Thompson
notes, the Rural Improvement
Zone (RIZ) has allowed land
owners to use part of their
property tax dollars to fund
erosion control. Dredging remains a focus of the RIZ.
More recently, the Lake
Panorama RIZ developed a
$700,000, 26-acre Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program wetland, built near
the Cory Basin. The wetlands
are designed to slow drainage
from field and reduce nitrate
flow into rivers and streams.
The project drew a personal

How to get your copy of the book
The book titled “Lake Panorama – The First 50 Years” arrived
at the Lake Panorama Association office July 19. The LPA
financed the book’s production. Just over 1,000 books were
printed, with about 350 of those purchased online in advance.
People who ordered online and said they would pick up their
books in person can do so at the LPA office.
Books are available for purchase at the LPA and Lake
Panorama National front desks, and Panorama West
Clubhouse, during regular business hours. The cost is $35,
which includes tax. Purchases can be made at these locations
via cash, check, or credit card.
The book also is available at the Panora Library, with
purchases there cash or check only. To make it possible for
those interested to read the book without purchasing, the
LPA delivered one free copy to each library in Guthrie County,
which includes those in Bagley, Bayard, Casey, Guthrie Center,
Jamaica, Menlo, Panora, and Stuart, plus a copy to the Linden
Library in Dallas County.

visit from U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue.
An avid golfer herself,
Thompson describes the
development of the 18-hole
Lake Panorama National and
9-hole Lake Panorama West.
Lake advocates are bullish on the next 50 years, but
understand they face more
competition today than in
the early years of the lake.
“Each year, new property
owners arrive at Lake Panorama, excited to experience

all the community has to offer,” Thompson writes. “Some
choose Lake Panorama as
their retirement destination. An increasing number are younger couples with
children, drawn by a small
community, strong school
system, and a wide range
of recreational opportunities. Some had parents or
grandparents who owned
Lake Panorama property
and childhood memories
bring them back.”

National Farm Safety & Health Week
September 15-21, 2019
It’s everyone’s responsibility to prioritize safety on the
farm and our rural roadways. Give tractors and traveling
farm equipment plenty of room during harvest season.

1406 State Street, Guthrie Center, IA
888-747-2206 | guthrie-rec.coop
Special to the Times

Susan Thompson, author of Lake Panorama – The First 50 Years, prepares to sign
a book for Janet Luing, while Gary Soreide waits in line. The book celebration also
included historical displays and a short program. Photo by Ai Dunlop.

BOOK
FROM Page 1

to 3 p.m. to talk about the
history of Lake Panorama,

2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198

DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING

and answer questions.
She’ll also have copies of
the book available for purchase, and sign books on
request.
The LPA donated one free

copy to libraries in Bagley,
Bayard, Casey, Guthrie Center, Jamaica, Linden, Menlo,
Panora, and Stuart, so the
book can be checked out
at those locations.
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The making of a
maintenance building

Brad Halterman | Special to the Times

Insulated walls of the 10,000-square-feet shop were built in sections elsewhere and delivered to the site for assembly of the LPA’s new maintenance facility. It is located on the
east side of Lake Panorama at the corner of 200th Street and Chimra Road. It replaces the old maintenance facility located a quarter-mile further west. The new facility includes
a shop that measures about 10,000 square feet. Also included on the site is a new cold storage building, two large hoop structures for salt and sand storage, a smaller hoop
building for brine mixing, and storage bins for aggregate and other materials.

Lake Panorama news tip?
Contact Susan Thompson at thomcomm@netins.net

Keep Your Vehicle Looking Its Best!

ALL SEASONS CAR WASH

EASY TO USE! CONVENIENT! AFFORDABLE!

Check us out on Hwy 44 West, Panora!

Washing Options
from $6-$9 and our
Customer Value
Cards are always
available

All Seasons Car Wash has
state-of-the-art automatic
carwash bays, and turbo dryers
in the self service bays.

2164 Hwy 25 • Guthrie Center
(641) 332-2198

Our automatic wash bays can accommodate
Dually & Long Bed extended cab pick ups!

Always Open 7 days a week 24 Hours
for your convenience!

601 W. MAIN,
PANORA

MAKE
YOUR HOME

Shine

UNDEEN
DECORATING

Wade Sundeen | 515.238.9233 | twopickyman@netins.net

THIS
SUMMER!

• PAINTING

• POWER WASHING

• DECK STAINING
• WALL COVERING
& REMOVAL

• DRYWALL REPAIR
• VERY NEAT & CLEAN!

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

S

DOUG’S PLUMBING & HEATING

CLEAN THE MOLD OFF
YOUR HOUSE & DOCKS

CALL TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE!
2-PICKY

SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP FOR THE LONGEVITY OF THE PAINT!
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Serving Lake Panorama and
surrounding area for over 30 years!

It’sthe
the law
law and
It’s
andNOT
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could
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calling
cost
It’s thecould
law and
NOTyou
money
or
your
life!
It’s
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calling
could
cost
you
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or
your
life!
It’s
the
law
and
NOT
calling
could
cost
you
money
or
your
life! you
calling
could
Call
811
orcost
calling
could
cost
you
money
or800-292-8989
your
800-292-8989
money
your
life!
Call
811
oror
Call
811
orlife!
www.iowaonecall.com
www.iowaonecall.com
Call
811
or life!
money
your
800-292-8989
Call
811
oror
800-292-8989

• Complete ﬂoating dock, lift and canopy starting at just $15,000! Installed!!
• Entire dock system is ﬂoating, always stays level and ﬂuctuates with water
level.
• No need to pay barge fees to remove and re-install, if in protected coves.
• Constructed entirely of maintenance-free materials. Treated wood frame is also
available.
• Full line of dock accessories: benches, ladders, cleats, bumpers, dock boxes,
etc.
• Econo Lift Boat Hoists in marina starting at only $4575! Installed!!
• Floating PWC lifts starting at just $2050! Installed!

At L&N Dock and Lifts, customer service is
and always has been our top priority for 30 years!

800-292-8989
www.iowaonecall.com
www.iowaonecall.com
Call 811 or
www.iowaonecall.com

800-292-8989
www.iowaonecall.com
641-755-2424
www.panoratelco.com

LEAVE THE
HARD WORK
TO US!
• SNOW REMOVAL

641-755-2424
www.panoratelco.com
641-755-2424

www.panoratelco.com

641-755-2301
www.lakepanorama.org

641-755-2301
www.lakepanorama.org
641-755-2301

www.lakepanorama.org

641-755-3351
515-971-0226
OFFICE
DANNY’S CELL
lpbarge@att.net 641-755-2301
641-755-2424
www.lakepanorama.org
www.panoratelco.com

• WATER & SEWER
• TRENCHING
• BACKHOE SERVICE
• BASEMENTS
• TRUCKING

Harmann
Excavating

Offering

Matt Harmann, owner

Bus. 641-755-3640 • Cell 641-757-0907
Fax 641-755-3645
PO Box 307
Panora, Iowa 50216

Make Us Your First Call!
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Van Houten
Barge Service
• Boat lift and dock installation,
removal and repair
• Custom built cantilever docks
• Rip-rap and shoreline work

Customer Service is our
#1 goal.
We want to get you boating
as soon as possible.
--Call for free estimates--

Mark Van Houten
(515) 975-7016 or
(641) 431-4002

Your property should
reflect your high standards.
Our reputation
speaks for
itself.
We’ve been
providing quality
landscaping,
beaches and rocking
at Lake Panorama
for over 30 years.
Rock Walls • Beaches • Shorelines

STANLEY
EXCAVATION

Crawler-loaders ~ Trackhoes ~ Loaders ~ Trucks

Dean A. Stanley, owner
Panora • 641-757-0205
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Everything you care about is in this house.

Things you just can’ t afford to lose.
Let us help you protect them.
To find out more about West Bend’s Home and Highway® policy,
contact this Official Supplier of the Silver Lining®.
128 W. Main St.
Panora, IA 50216
(641) 755-2123
info@brytoninsurance.com
www.brytoninsurance.com

Celebrating 125 years of providing the
Silver Lining to our valued customers.

Lake Panorama
NEWS TIP?

BANK
FROM Page 2

Q. Share some of the
bank’s history with us.
A. Panora State Bank was
founded in 1959 by a group
of investors with a vision of
a bank that would serve the
needs of the Panora community and surrounding
areas. A newspaper article
two months after the bank
began operations stated
total deposits exceeded
$420,000. The report also
stated the bank had 81
stockholders, including
“more than 90 percent of
the businessmen in Panora
and Linden.”
During the time I have
worked at the bank there
have been three owners. Our current owner,
Emmetsburg Bank Shares
Inc., purchased the bank in
March 2018. Emmetsburg
Bank Shares Inc. also owns
Iowa Trust & Savings Bank.
Like Panora State Bank,
Iowa Trust & Savings Bank
is a community bank with
a long history of serving
customers and supporting
their community.
On September 23 of this
year, the two banks will
merge and the resulting
bank will be Iowa Trust &
Savings Bank. This merger
will allow us to build upon
the relationships we have
established with our customers, and continue to

provide the quality service
they deserve.
Q. What’s the history of
the current bank building,
and what improvements
are being made now?
A. Groundbreaking for our
current building took place
in May 1976. Prior to that,
the bank rented space in
another building. The new
building on Main Street
replaced a Standard Station building that had been
unoccupied for several
years. Bruce Barks, who
was the Panora State Bank
president at the time, said
the new building was being
built to provide better service, and as an expression
of confidence in the community.
A number of enhancements have been made to
the building within the last
year. A new message board
promotes community
events. A 24-hour ATM was
added to the drive-up on
the east side of the bank,
and provides increased
convenience. The bank
facility currently is being
remodeled. This remodel will improve handicap
accessibility, and increase
our ability to offer modern
financial services into the
future.
Q. How many employees
do you have, and what
types of products are offered?
A. Our team includes eight
dedicated employees.

!
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I also offer quality
mosquito, tick, and ﬂea
control for your yard or
outdoor space. Perfect
for your next outdoor
party or gathering

Contact Susan Thompson at
thomcomm@netins.net
DON’T GET BUGGED THIS SUMMER
Give me a call, I handle them all
Locally owned and operated
Free estimates and no contracts

Lake Panorama's Source
For Local Shopping

755-2115

Together our knowledgeable staff has more than
150 years of banking experience. We strive to understand the unique needs of
our customers and provide
the personalized products
and services to meet those
needs.
We offer traditional services such as deposit
accounts and certificates
of deposit as well as consumer, ag, business and
real estate loans. We soon
will offer additional products and services, including mobile banking,
mobile deposit, and online
bill pay. We enjoy the relationships we have built
with our customers and
appreciate the opportunity
to assist them with their
financial needs.
Q. How does Panora State
Bank support the community it’s been in since
1959?
A. As a community bank,
we enjoy a unique opportunity and obligation to
support our communities
and improve quality of life.
We are pleased to support
small businesses, agriculture, economic development, schools, public entities, local organizations,
and recreational opportunities. As employees of a
community bank, outside
of our work hours, we each
donate our time and talent to several community
organizations and events.

Licensed and Insured
All work is guaranteed
Products used are people and pet friendly

I also offer quality mosquito, tick, and flea control
for your yard or outdoor space
Perfect for your next outdoor party or gathering
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MORE
VAN GOGH
MOMENTS ARE
MADE ON MOHAWK
MORE
VAN GOGH
MOMENTS ARE
MADE ON MOHAWK

Retailer Name
& Logo
618 GREENE STREET,
ADEL, IOWA 50003
Match anyone’s price, BEAT anybody’s service!

515-993-4241

www.archerhomecenter.com
Store Hours: M,W,F 9-6 | T, TH 9-8 | Sat 9-5

Retailer Name
Dave and Laura have
local experience and
& the
Logo
lake knowledge it takes
to bring buyers and
sellers together in this
very unique lake market.

DAVE WAGLER

Broker

LAURA KEMBLE

Broker Associate

When it is time to sell your home at Lake Panorama,
there is no substitute for actual market knowledge.
Dave and Laura are the area’s real estate sales leaders.

Call today to discover what
Sunset Realty can do for you!
Specializing in Lake Panorama
properties and the
surrounding communities.

218 W. Main St.
Panora, IA 50216
Dave: 641-757-1204
Laura: 641-757-0287
Office: 641-755-2377

www.sunsetrealtyia.com

New Name...

Same Faces & Same
Great Customer Service!

Come see our brand new location!

Licensed to Sell Real Estate in Iowa.

Connect
with us!
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6529 Coven Court
505 E. Main Street
If you are thinking of buying or selling a
property at Lake Panorama, our team
is ready and able to provide you a free
market analysis on your home or property.

PRICE
REDUCED!

$1,200,000

Enjoy all that Lake Panorama has to oﬀer with this 5 bedroom and
5 bathroom walkout property. Located in beautiful Jones Cove with
660” waterfront and 2.6 acres on 4 lots.
Contact Julie Wykoﬀ @ 515.778.0053 to schedule a showing.

6905 Chatham
$62,500

These 11 combined lots are a perfect location to build your dream
Lake Panorama home. Enjoy plenty of room with approximately
4 acres, awesome views, privacy and an abundance of wildlife.

Contact Julie Wykoﬀ @ 515.778.0053 to schedule a showing.

602 Main St., Bagley $70,000

Big beautiful house with lots of updates! New
wiring, new pex water lines, roof and newer
furnace.. The bathroom is new with tile ﬂoors.
The second story has three bedrooms with ample
closet room. An attic loft that gives you two
bonus rooms. Room is not spared as all the ﬂoors
give you an excess of 1200 sq. ft. This is a great
starter for a young family starting out. In the
nicest area of town at the top of main hill!!

2826 315th St, Menlo $237,000

5123 Karen Dr., Panora $18,500

This ranch walkout with possible 5 bedroom 3 1/2
bath is big enough to have the whole family over.
A HUGE master and all closets are cedar lined
including the full walk-in bath oﬀ the master. Included
in the sale is the 2.09 acre parcel to the east of the
property for a total of 3.74 Acres. The 48x32 Morton
building is every man`s dream, there is also a she
shed to store the garden tools. It has a beautiful
strawberry patch, asparagus patch, and orchard.
Last buildable lot on the desired location of Karen
Drive is part of the Promontory Point Association.
Suitable for building a duplex OR a single family
dwelling with a three car garage with a fantastic
view of the #8 Fairway on the LPN Golf Course.
Location is close to all that Lake Panorama oﬀers:
Boulder Beach, LPN golf course, swimming pool,
Links Restaurant, pickle ball, tennis and basketball
courts, and a short drive to the Marina.

Two local business legends with
deep roots in real estate

HAVE JOINED FORCES

to oﬀer more services to buyers
and sellers at Lake Panorama
and the surrounding area.

PATIOS & WALKWAYS
RETAINING WALLS
BOULDERS AND STONE
SHORELINES
OUTDOOR KITCHENS

SERVICES PROVIDED
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
TREES, SHRUBS & PERENNIALS
ANNUAL FLOWER INSTALLATION
MULCHING & RIVER ROCK

SPRINKLER SYSTEMS
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING
SEEDING & SODDING
GRADING & DIRT WORK
EROSION CONTROL

