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  We have been a very active chapter 
this past year. Some of our activities 
included Career Development events such 
as Soil Evaluation, Livestock Judging and 
Poultry Judging. Students also competed 
in a variety of Leadership Development 
events such as Conduct of Meetings, Ag 
Sales, Parliamentary Procedure and Radio 
Broadcasting. We also had a good number 

show personal projects at both the county and state fairs 
with our chapter earning the Supreme Ag Mechanics Chapter 
award at the state fair. 
A number of our members had the opportunity to attend the 
National FFA Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana in October. 
Attending members got to tour Caterpillar Manufacturing 
in Illinois, Keeneland Racetrack and Jim Beam Distillery in 

Kentucky, and attend various leadership workshops as well 
as visit with various agricultural colleges and businesses. 
One member was also selected to attend the week long 
Washington Leadership Conference in Washington D.C. this 
past June. Our Advisor was also selected to participate in the 
Advisor Program that went with it. 
We never forget to give back to a community that supports 
us. We volunteered at various events such as the Guthrie 
Cattlemans’ Banquet and Guthrie Extension Farm Safety Day, 
as well as provided educational booths at STEMfest or lessons 
for elementary students in the school. We also advocate for 
agricuture and agricultural education by visiting the Iowa State 
Capital for the FFA Legislative Symposium where we got to 
visit with our State Representatives. 
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

NOW IS THE TIME TO 
GET BACK TO NATURE 

Most Guthrie County residents have 
heard of Springbrook State Park. Many 
of you have been there. And, a few of 
you are not sure where it is even located. 
I am embarrassed to admit it, but until 
last year, I was in the latter group.  

Jolene and I used to be avid campers. 
Like most who camp, we started with 
a tent and then progressed to a pop-up 
camper, a travel trailer and, eventually, 
a small RV.  We spent many weekends 
in the campgrounds in Iowa and Ne-
braska, and we developed a fondness for 
Iowa’s state parks.  

As our kids grew older, they made it 
clear to us that they no longer wanted to 
be “cooped up in a tin can.” So, the RV 

stayed in storage and 
gathered dust. 

Last year, though, 
Jolene and I decided to 
break out the camper. 
We packed the gear and 
made our first trip to 
Springbrook State Park. 
What we found was a 
wonderfully quiet re-
treat right here in Guth-
rie County with more than 930 acres of 
rolling hills and mature timber. 

We didn’t get too adventurous on this 
first trip, but we did a bit of hiking, and 
we plan to bring our bicycles next time 
to explore the 12 miles of trails. We were 

also intrigued by the park’s 17-acre lake, 
and we hope to fish for the many crap-
pie, largemouth bass and bluegill that 
reside there. 

Like many of you, I find the history of 
Springbrook State Park to be fascinat-
ing, as many of the park’s structures 
were built by the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) in the 1930s, creating 
a nostalgic setting. This year also marks 
the 100-year anniversary of the estab-
lishment of Springbrook State Park, and 
a year-long celebration will take place. 
We share the details in this month’s cov-
er story

So, if you are looking for a get-away for 
an afternoon, a weekend or an extend-

ed stay, plan a trip to Springbrook State 
Park, located at 2437 160th Road, just 
east of Highway 25. And, if you are look-
ing for a tin can to get cooped up in, just 
let me know.    

Have a great month and thanks for 
reading. n

Shane Goodman
Editor and Publisher
Panora Times
641-332-2707
shane@gctimesnews.com 

Shane 
Goodman
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• Artificial eyes/limbs
• Hearing aids/medical devices
• Insulin pumps
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Park volunteer Linda Kastner celebrates Springbrook’s anniversary year.

RICH W
ICKS | PANORA TIMES

COVER STORY

SPRINGBROOK STATE PARK 
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 
The park offers 
something for anyone 
who enjoys nature, 
sports, history, beauty or 
just a place to unwind.

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

People sometimes travel hundreds or 
even thousands of miles to see wonders 
of engineering and/or natural beauty. 
One of the reasons people are willing 
to travel to see these sites may be “else-
whereism,” which is the human tenden-
cy to undervalue things near us and to 
overvalue things that require us to make 
an effort to visit. However, some natural 
wonders, such as Springbrook State Park, 
are just up the road.

Located a few miles northwest of Pan-
ora, at 2437 160th Road, Springbrook is 
the only state park in Guthrie County 
and one of only 63 statewide. The park 
offers something for anyone who enjoys 
nature, sports, history, beauty or just a 
place in which to unwind. The park also 
shows many examples of human engi-
neering in the creation of the park’s lake, 
many buildings, and many roads and 
trails.

Information for this article was 
gleaned from historical documents as 
well as interviews with five local people 
who have long-term involvement with 
Springbrook State Park. Park Manager 
Reaghan Oakleaf, Naturalist/Educa-
tor Anne Riordan, Conservation Officer 
Jeremy King, retired Park Ranger Rod 
Nelsen, and longtime volunteer Linda 
Kastner each shared their perspectives.

This year marks the 100-year anniver-
sary of Springbrook State Park. Read on 
for a look at the history of the park and 
what it offers for visitors. 

HISTORY: A TIMELINE OF 
SPRINGBROOK STATE PARK

Approximately 12,000 B.C., the Middle 
Raccoon River carved a valley through 
the area as it carried away glacial melt-

water. The melting glacier also left be-
hind many large and small boulders 
that had been brought from hundreds 
of miles to the north. Because of the gla-
ciers, Springbrook State Park sits at the 
crossroads of various terrain changes. 

Cultural artifacts have been found 
in Springbrook State Park and nearby 
Whiterock Conservancy indicating Na-
tive Americans lived in the area for thou-
sands of years. Some of the evidence 
includes burial mounds, which are con-
sidered sacred and are protected by Iowa 
law, similar to those found in various lo-
cations throughout the Midwest. 

•	 1840s: Groups of Mormons were 

among the first Europeans to leave 
wagon trails through the area as 
they headed further west to settle.

•	 1850s: As Europeans first settled 
in Guthrie County, the area was 
mostly prairie.

•	 Late 1800s: Coal mining was done 
in many areas of what is now the 
park. 

•	 1918: Iowa’s state park system was 
created. There was also growing 
interest in creating a state park in 
Guthrie County. 

•	 July 9, 1926: $2,000 was used to 
purchase 132 acres from the King 
Estate to establish “Kings State 
Park.” Most of the land had been 

heavily grazed and, therefore, had 
few trees.

•	 1928: Additional land was ac-
quired to bring the park’s total to 
300 acres.

•	 Nov. 1, 1932: The park was re-
named “Springbrook State Park.”

•	 1933: The first park custodian, 
James Thomas, was hired at a sal-
ary of $25 per month.

•	 1930s to 1940s: For nearly a de-
cade, much of the construction of 
the park was done by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps.

•	 1969: Construction of the Conser-
vation Education Center began. It 
opened in 1970.
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The Education Center opened in 1970. 
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•	 1994: Springbrook expanded to 
796 acres and was reclassified as a 
state recreation area to allow deer 
hunting. 

•	 1995: The park expanded to 866 
acres. 

•	 2026: The park now boasts roughly 
1,000 acres. Various events will be 
held throughout the year to cele-
brate Springbrook turning 100.

NATURE
Springbrook State Park is a treasure 

chest of wildlife with an amazing array 
of plants and animals. A bird count once 
tallied 186 species observed in the park 
including year-round inhabitants as well 
as migratory birds. Bald eagles, once rare 
and endangered, are now a common 
sight in the park.

Although there were very few deer in 
the county a century ago, the deer popu-
lation has increased greatly over the de-
cades. 

“In the early 1950s, there were no deer 
here,” Naturalist/Educator Anne Riordan 
said. But that changed rapidly, and the sit-
uation came to a head in the mid-1990s.

A local newspaper article in July 1994 
bore the headline, “Springbrook has got 
trouble,” and it focused on the rapidly 
increasing deer population in the area, 
which caused significant loss of crops 
for area farmers. One local farmer whose 
land was adjacent to the park, Earl Hasty, 
was quoted saying he had counted as 
many as 160 deer on his farm at one time. 
It was also noted that driving through the 
park was hazardous because of the like-
lihood of deer running across roadways. 
Because of the deer overpopulation, the 
park was reclassified as a recreation area, 
which allowed for increased harvesting 

of deer in the area.
The Iowa Department of Natural Re-

sources continues to adjust deer hunting 
tag numbers as needed to manage the 
number of deer.

“1994 was when we first started having 
controlled deer hunts. And then later it 
went back to being a state park,” Conser-
vation Officer Jeremy King said. 

Some animal species have been intro-
duced into the park and surrounding ar-
eas. In the 1930s and 1940s, wild turkeys 
were introduced. In the 1980s, otters were 
brought in. Although the otters are sel-
dom seen, they have survived.

“I had to stop my car and wait for three 
otters to cross in front of me several years 
ago, so I know they’re here,” Riordan said.

“That’s a great conservation success 
story,” King added. “We had a resident elk 
here for a while. It’s not uncommon to see 
an elk in Iowa anymore.”

Riordan mentioned two uncommon 
plants that are seen in Springbrook. 

“There’s skunk cabbage. It’s a plant that 
blooms in March in the snow. It creates 
its own heat, and it puts off a scent like a 
dead critter because it’s attracting its pol-
linator, which are flies,” she said. “And 
there’s ghost pipe. It looks like a fungus, 
but it’s a plant that does not have chloro-
phyll.”

King noted that ginseng can also be 
found in the park, but it is not legal to 
pick.

One common rule of thumb in parks 
and preserves is “take only photos, leave 
only footprints.” That is an excellent guide-
line, but Springbrook actually allows visi-
tors to collect and take mushrooms, as-
paragus, nuts, fruits and berries. All such 
items should be collected carefully to 
avoid any toxic or unsafe items being con-

















PANORA TIMESPAGE 8  |  FEBRUARY 2026 www.panoratimes.com

A fishing lesson from years past at Springbrook State Park.

SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

sumed. Other items (antlers, rocks, plant 
or animal specimens) are not to be re-
moved from the park.

WHAT TO DO IN THE PARK
Camping is a popular activity at Spring-

brook, and the park offers more than 100 
campsites. Some offer electricity while 
others are non-electric. The park also 
boasts a number of shelters that can be re-
served or used on a first-come basis. 

The Sherburne House is a large facility 
that can be reserved for a fee. It sleeps up 
to 14 and is ideal for family getaways. Res-
ervations for camping and/or shelters can 
be done on the park’s website within the 
Iowa state park system. Oakleaf pointed 
out that a number of upgrades to the Sher-
burne House have recently been com-
pleted.

Also available at the campground are 
a sand volleyball court, basketball court, 
horseshoe pit, a large swimming beach on 
the lake and miles of trails. Snowmobiles, 
cycling, cross country skiing and even e-
bikes are allowed. Pets are allowed but 
must be on a leash.

The 17-acre lake allows kayaking and 
boating, but only electric motors are per-
mitted. According to King, the Spring-
brook State Park lake may not be a hotspot 
for trophy fish, but it does have plenty of 
panfish for recreational fishing.

“If you’re an equal opportunity hookset-
ter, you’re going to have a good time,” he 
said. “A small lake like this can easily be 
over-harvested. I always tell people to just 

keep what you’re going to eat.” 
Ice fishing is also popular when condi-

tions are right. Hunting is allowed outside 
of the park in the adjacent wildlife areas. 

For campfires, firewood can be pur-
chased at stands near the park. Wood for 
fires can also be picked up off the ground. 

“If it’s dead and down, that’s OK,” 
Nelsen said. “You just can’t run a chain-
saw.”

HOW THE PARK WAS BUILT
In telling the creation of Springbrook 

State Park, one major factor was the Civil-
ian Conservation Corps (CCC). The CCC 
was created by the federal government in 
1933 as part of President Roosevelt’s “New 
Deal.” The CCC operated until 1942. The 
CCC provided paid work for young men 
ages 18 to 25. This helped bring the coun-
try out of the Great Depression. A total of 
roughly 2.5 million young American men 
were hired by the CCC and paid $30 per 
month. The workers also received food, 
housing and clothing while employed. 

CCC workers in the 1930s did most of 
the construction at Springbrook State Park, 
including building roads, bridges and 
structures, many of which still stand today.

The creation of Springbrook Lake was 
a joint project of the CCC and the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA), another 
organization created as part of the “New 
Deal.” CCC workers cleared the woods for 
the lake and spillway, while the WPA built 
the actual dam on Kings Creek. 

Another unique feature of Springbrook 
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Hands-on learning has been part of the many activities through the years at 
Springbrook State Park.
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State Park was the Conservation Education 
Center (CEC), which operated as a learn-
ing center for thousands of visitors for 
more than 50 years.

The CEC at Springbrook Park opened in 
1970, providing education to teachers, stu-
dents and other groups interested in learn-
ing about natural resources. The idea was 
a spinoff from the Iowa Teachers Conser-
vation Camp, which operated as a camp 
experience at Springbrook for many years. 
In its heyday, the CEC welcomed about 
20,000 visitors per year. Budget cuts even-
tually led to the closing of the CEC. The 
buildings now stand empty and are sched-
uled for demolition.

VOLUNTEER EXTRAORDINAIRE
In telling the tale of Springbrook State 

Park, Riordan and Oakleaf noted another 

frequent visitor seen in the park: volun-
teer Linda Kastner.

“Linda is an absolutely indispensable 
part of Springbrook,” Riordan said. 

Park Manager Reaghan Oakleaf 
agreed.

“Linda just sees what needs to be done, 
and she does it,” Oakleaf said.

Since retiring 15 years ago, Kastner 
has made Springbrook her pastime. Liv-
ing just a few miles north of the park, she 
took it upon herself to beautify the area 
for everyone. It is common to see Kastner 
operating a chainsaw, rake, broom or leaf 
blower to cut and clear branches, assure 
that drains remain clear, and remove de-
bris from trails and stairs.

“In the summer, I’m down here about 
three days a week, but it’s not the whole 
day. It’s more like a couple hours in the 

DON’T GET BUGGED DON’T GET BUGGED THIS SUMMERTHIS SUMMER

GIVE US A CALL, WE HANDLE THEM ALL!

Locally owned & operated  |  Licensed & Insured
Free estimates and no contracts  |  All work is guaranteed

Products used are people and pet friendly

I also offer quality mosquito, tick and flea control for your yard or outdoor 
space. Perfect for your next outdoor gathering!

Dale Hochreiter: 641-757-0605
Jamie Galivan  •  Aydan Galivan

Panora, IA
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Anne Riordan and Reaghan Oakleaf 
welcome everyone to the party.

One of many structures built by the CCC.

PHOTOS BY RICH W
ICKS | TIMES VEDETTE

morning or afternoon. I don’t think the 
staff even knows half of the stuff I do here,” 
Kastner said. “I bring my leaf blower up 
to the CCC shelter and keep that cleaned 
out all year-round, and I clean out the fire-
place. It’s surprising how many people use 
it in the winter.”

Kastner realizes much of the work she 
does in Springbrook is never noticed by 
visitors, but the absence of her dedication 
would quickly be noticed. She encourages 
everyone to do a bit of upkeep while en-
joying the park.

“It’s just not a walk or a hike without 
picking up sticks. I don’t know how people 
can walk right by or step over them with-
out doing something,” she said. “Bring a 
bag along on your walk, to pick up trash, 
or move sticks off the trail or road.”

YEARLONG BIRTHDAY PARTY
To celebrate Springbrook’s 100 years, a 

variety of events are planned throughout 
2026. The currently planned schedule of 
2026 events is below (subject to change). 
Updates will be announced as available:

EVENTS
•	 Sunday, April 12, 1 p.m.: Native Pol-

linator Seed Planting
•	 Sunday, June 7, (time TBD): 100 

Years of Fishing at Springbrook Park 
(Free Fishing Weekend)

•	 Saturday, June 13, (time TBD): Hike, 
Kayak, Campground Host Craft pro-
gram

•	 Wednesday, Aug. 12, 10 p.m.: Perse-
id Meteor Watch (Campers only)

•	 Friday, Aug. 28, (time TBD): Full 
Moon Night Hike, campfire, and 
marshmallow roast

•	 Saturday, Aug. 29, All Day.: 100 Year 
Celebration with staff and guest 
presenters. Possible activities in-
clude: Hike through time, Rose’s 
Krafty Korner, Kayaking, Live Rap-
tors with Christina, Outdoor Skills 
Team Challenge, Park Potluck, 
Dutch Oven or Fudgy Pies, Rap with 
Reaghan, CCC Presentation, Music 
in the Park, Folk Circle

•	 Sunday, Aug. 30, (time TBD): Spiri-
tual celebration

•	 Friday, Oct. 30, 7 p.m.: “Who Goes 
There?” Night Hike

•	 Saturday, Nov. 21, 9 a.m.: Winter 
Preparedness/Survival program n

319 E Main Street, Panora
www.dallascohospital.org   641.755.2121

an affiliate of

AVAILABLE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY

DOT PHYSICALS NOW AVAILABLE

Dr. Eric Ash, Mondays
Stephanie Cox, ARNP, Tuesday-Friday 

SCHEDULE AN 
APPOINTMENT TODAY

CALL 641-755-2121

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS
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WARMER WEATHER 
IS ON THE WAY.

Most major breakdowns start small.
Routine maintenance catches problems early 
before they turn into expensive emergencies.

INTRODUCING OUR 
MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT
Doug’s Plumbing and Heating Inc, is launching 
our first ever Maintenance Agreement with special 
introductory pricing for a limited  
number of homeowners.

ENROLL NOW AND RECEIVE:
  Seasonal Heating & Cooling Tune-Ups
 Complete Safety Inspections
 Priority Service Scheduling
  Improved Efficiency & Extended 

Equipment Life
 10% OFF Repair Parts
  10% OFF Replacement Equipment

That 10% discount alone could save 
you hundreds-even thousands- on 
major repairs or on new systems.

2164 Hwy 25, Guthrie Center
LOCAL.  TRUSTED.  RELIABLE.

ARE YOU ARE YOU 
READY?READY?
ARE YOU ARE YOU 
READY?READY?
ARE YOU ARE YOU 
READY?READY?

CALL TARA TODAY 
MON-FRI 9AM-3PM
641-757-0065

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

ALL FOR JUST

Offer ends March 31

$$2492499999$$2492499999
per year 
per system
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BY MICHAEL C. WOODY
Panora Times

I had the opportunity to write this on a 
frigid mid-late January morning with the 
Oscar Nominations just being released 
(aka one of my favorite days of the year). 
Several of my reviews will be late-in-the-
year releases that garnered nominations.

“TRAIN DREAMS”
This is not only one of the best movies 

of the year but also one that was nomi-
nated for a Best Picture Oscar. I whole-
heartedly agree with that nomination. 
It’s a quiet film about a man working for 
the railroad back when they were build-
ing tracks to cross our country. It is a 
beautiful film, and it deserves the mul-
tiple Oscar nominations. Joel Edgerton 
and Felicity Jones are great, and director/
co-writer Clint Bentley delivers a won-
derful film. The film also 
garnered nominations for 
screenplay, original song 
and cinematography. Su-
per easy to watch on Netf-
lix. GRADE: A

“MARTY SUPREME”
Also grabbing multiple nominations 

(picture, director, actor, screenplay, 
casting (a new category this year), cin-
ematography, costume design editing 
and production design!) Wow! So is the 
movie any good? Yes. It is a crazy film 
that might turn off some people, but it is 
a wild and crazy ride with 
Chalamet leading the fun 
in a movie that you will 
need to pay attention to or 
you will quickly get lost. 
GRADE: B+

“AVATAR FIRE AND ASH”
I’m on the record for loving the visuals 

from James Cameron with this series of 
films that are dominated with crazy good 
special effects at the ex-
pense of the story and per-
formances. It is just not my 
cup of tea, but it is deserv-
ing of the nod for technol-
ogy and visuals. GRADE: B

“THE HOUSEMAID”
OK, it looked like a fun movie about a 

beautiful and wealthy housewife (Aman-
da Seyfried) who hires a young woman 
(Sydney Sweeney) to help her around a 
massive home. This could have been an 
entertaining movie with the two women 
fighting over the sleazy but handsome 
husband. Unfortunately, 
it turned into a nasty, vio-
lent and disturbing movie 
that I considered walk-
ing out of. In hindsight, I 
should have. GRADE: D

“GREENLAND 2: MIGRATION”
Most of the country never knew about 

a movie titled “Greenland.” It opened 
during COVID, and, from what I can 
tell, it was largely forgotten. Regardless, 
I thought I would see the sequel (which 
is pretty much a stand-alone film), and I 
am glad I did. “Greenland 2” is the con-
tinuation of a story about the planet go-
ing crazy and the many 
people living under-
ground and craving to 
get back above ground. 
We follow one group led 
by Gerard Butler’s char-

acter and his family. It is a harrowing 
journey, as they need to keep away from 
bad people and the planet, which is 
still in upheaval. I liked this movie a lot 
and might actually track down the first. 
GRADE B+

“IS THIS THING ON?”
Films about unhappy marriages are 

not high on my list of entertainment, 
and this one falls in that category. We 
see a family with young children who 
are not in a happy place with their mar-
riage. They decide to separate to see if 
they can rediscover happiness in their 
lives. He decides to try standup comedy, 
and she returns to coaching women’s 
volleyball. Will Arnet and Laura Dern 
play the couple. Bradley Cooper and Ar-
net play friends, and Cooper directs the 
film. They both begin to casually date 
other people, and they come to find that 
honesty is not always the 
best policy. It’s heavy at 
times, and not as funny 
as I expected, but the film 
is well done either way. 
GRADE: B-

LOCAL FILM REVIEWS 

GREENLAND. ANOTHER AVATAR. UNHAPPY 
MARRIAGES. AND MORE ZOMBIES.

“Avatar Fire and Ash” “The Housemaid”“Marty Supreme”“Train Dreams”

OUR COMMITMENT. YOUR COMMUNITY. 
For generations, we’ve powered the growth of our neighborhoods, businesses, 
    and everything in between. Today our commitment is stronger than 
         ever to provide affordable energy you can depend on. 

1406 State St. Guthrie Center, IA
guthrie-rec.coop   |   888-747-2206

THE FUN NEVER THE FUN NEVER 
STOPS HERE!STOPS HERE!

Several TV’s to watch your favorite game | Zipp’s frozen pizza and appetizers

2-14 .... Live Music with Ben Puttman 8-11pm
2-22 .... Beer, Pizza & Puzzle 1pm
4-18 .... Chuck Briseno Band is back again 8-11pm
5-9 ...... Draisey Bag’s Tournament 1pm
5-9 ...... Live Music 7-10pm

Bingo every Tuesday night starting at 6:00

www.Shootout-Storage.com
(712) 249-0041 • 3571 310th St., Dexter, IA

Located 20 minutes SE of Panora

STORAGE UNITS STORAGE UNITS 
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE 

15’x50’  15’x35’  15’x30’ 10’x15’  10’x10’

SERVICE BAY & LARGE CAR WASH 20’x50’

Boats/Cars/UTVs/Small Engine Repair

Open Every Day Except Monday

SPORTS BAR
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“28 YEARS LATER: THE BONE 
TEMPLE”

If you have seen one of these “28 
Years” films, tread lightly. This is the 
third in the series with a fourth already 
in production. The first film, “28 Days 
Later,” was about a virus that threat-
ened to take over the planet, a virus 
changed people into crazily possessed 
zombies. The second film focused on 
a man and his family trying to isolate 
themselves from these creatures. This 
one, “28 Years Later: The Bone Temple,” 
once again shows the zombies wreak-
ing havoc on a small community. In a 
nutshell, the first film 
was really good, the sec-
ond film borders bril-
liance, and the third film 
is not brilliant but still 
darn creepy. GRADE: C+

See you next month. Until then, pass me 
the popcorn. n

Michael C. Woody has 
been reviewing movies 
on radio and television 
since 1986. He and his 
wife, Susan, are residents 
of Guthrie County.

“Greenland 2: Migration” “Is This Thing On?”

“28 Years Later: The Bone Temple”

Tax Refund
SALE!SALE!

916 Main Street, Adel • 515-993-4287  Mon-Fri 8-5, Saturday 8-1

224 Highway 92, Winterset • 515-462-2939  Mon-Fri 9-5, Saturday 9-1 www.adelwintersettv.com

Use your TAX REFUND or FINANCING is available! 

Washers
Dryers

Dishwashers
Stoves

Refrigerators
Microwaves

TVs
Grills

and more!

LOTS OF ITEMS LOTS OF ITEMS 
DISCOUNTED!DISCOUNTED!
Bigger discount with instore pickup. 

think local  •  2025  •  think local  •  2025  •  th
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025  • think local  •   2025  • think local • 2025  • think 

Living
MAGAZINE

IOWA

RESIDENTS’ CHOICE

AWARD

DALLAS COUNTY

WINNER!

CALL US FOR CATERING & GROUP MEALS!

FFRRIIDDAAYY  NNIIGGHHTT  FFIISSHH  FFRRYY

(641) 332-2310
2003 State St., Guthrie Center
MON•WED•THU•FRI•SUN 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM

FRIDAY NIGHTS 5-8PM (Tuesday & Saturday CLOSED)

Breakfast  & Lunch
DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

Known for our hot beef & homestyle lunch specials

OPEN AT 7:00AM FOR BREAKFAST
Biscuits & Gravy • Pancakes • Bacon • Cinnamon Rolls • MORE!

ALL YOU CAN EAT 
FISH FRIDAY 5-8 

plus other dinner options available

STARTING FEB 20TH
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COUNTY GOVERNMENT NEWS

GUTHRIE COUNTY SUPERVISORS HEAR 
PLANS FOR WAGON ROAD PROJECT
BY RICH WICKS 
Panora Times

JAN. 20
The Jan. 20 regular meeting of the 

supervisors was canceled due to ill-
ness.

JAN. 27 - SUBDIVISION 
APPROVAL, CAMPING 
REVENUES, CORN STALKS

The meeting included consider-
ation regarding the proposed Scott 
Calmer Minor Subdivision, near 
Highway 4 north of Panora. A public 
hearing was held on the matter. Fol-
lowing the public hearing, the super-
visors voted to approve the final plat 
of the subdivision.

Conservation Director Brad Hal-
terman noted that his budget projec-
tions show an expected decrease in 
camping revenues. He said camp-

ing revenue numbers had been in-
creased for several years but now 
seem to be returning to pre-COVID 
levels.

Halterman shared an unusual dis-
covery on the bike trail. He said in 
the winter, it is common to see large 
snow drifts on the bike trail, but this 
winter’s lack of snow cover led to a 
new sight. He noted that the wind 
has left many corn stalks in drift pat-
terns on the trail.

“We had drifts waist-high,” Halter-
man said. “So, that was new.”

County Engineer Josh Sebern dis-
cussed right-of-way contracts for 
road/bridge projects. 

The supervisors approved Dani 
Fink to serve as secretary for the 
newly formed EMS nine-member 
committee. The committee’s meet-
ings will be posted on the county 
website. 

FEB. 3 - WAGON ROAD 
PLANS, AIRPORT AUTHORITY, 
APPOINTMENT, FENCING 
NEEDS

The meeting included a report from 
County Engineer Josh Sebern regard-
ing the planned road rehabilitation 
project on P28 (Wagon Road) between 
Panora and Stuart.

Sebern said during the project, 
there will be a detour at times, likely 
involving Monteith Road and High-
way 25. When firmer schedules are 
known, the county will announce de-
tour timelines and details.

“When you get this project done, 
hypothetical question, what about 
White Pole (Road)?” Supervisor Steve 
Smith asked.

Sebern said White Pole Road is tar-
geted for a project in 2028.

In other news, the supervisors ap-
pointed Keelan Woods to fill an open-

ing on the Guthrie County Airport 
Authority.

Jake Anderson, county farm lease 
holder, addressed the supervisors 
about fencing needs on the property.

Brenda Dudley, on behalf of Mid-
west Partnership, asked the super-
visors to consider a Fiscal Year 2027 
financial contribution. She asked for 
the same amount that was allocated 
a year ago. Dudley summarized the 
projects and accomplishments of 
Midwest Partnership. No action was 
taken at this time on Dudley’s re-
quest.

FEB. 10 - COUNTY LINE 
ROAD, LIQUOR LICENSES, 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

County Treasurer Brenda Camp-
bell and County Engineer Josh Sebern 
provided departmental updates.

Sebern spoke regarding two pro-

LAND SALES  
AND AUCTIONS

GARRET ARMSTRONG
WEST CENTRAL IOWA LAND SPECIALIST

641.757.9156
garret.armstrong@whitetailproperties.com

NATIONAL EXPOSURE. LOCAL EXPERTISE.

As a Guthrie County resident and landowner with nearly 11 years of 
real estate experience, I understand the local land market trends. 
Contact me today to learn more about our best-in-class real estate 

listing and land auction services.

A division/trade name of 
Whitetail Properties Real Estate.

Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC DBA Whitetail Properties, DBA Whitetail Properties Real Estate. Licensed in IA, - Richard F. Baugh, Broker.

JOIN  
KICKBOXING  

TODAY!
Mondays 5:30 pm 

Fridays 5 am

24/7 
STUDIO 
ACCESS

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO START!

BOOK YOUR FITNESS CLASSES
Discipline and accountability matter!

reshapepanora@gmail.com    |    102 SE 13th St., Panora

SCAN TO 
BOOK 
CLASSES
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posed resolutions regarding County 
Line Road east of Stuart. The road is 
shared with Adair County. Sebern 
explained that Resolution 26-22 
would reduce the service on a por-
tion of the road to Level B. Resolution 
26-23 would vacate a portion of the 
road.

“It’s in their 28E jurisdiction, so it’s 
theirs to take the lead on,” Sebern 
said. “We have to set up a joint Board 
of Supervisors meeting, virtually.”

The supervisors voted to set the 
joint public hearings. The date and 
time will be coordinated with Adair 
County. 

 A liquor license renewal for Shoot-
out Saloon and a new Liquor License 
for Golden Outdoors were approved. 

In the “Supervisors Updates” por-
tion of the meeting, Supervisor Brian 
Johnson provided a legislative up-
date.

“The pipeline bill, they’re negoti-
ating, some of the leaders are. And 
the tax bill will continue to evolve as 
they go through the process,” he said. 

Sebern noted that because the 
county road crew has not needed to 
spend much time plowing snow or 
treating roadways, they have been 
running chainsaws to remove trees 
in some areas. 

FEB. 17 - BUDGET 
WORKSHOP DISCUSSION, 
WEBSITE

County Treasurer Brenda Campbell 
provided a departmental update and 
semi-annual report.

The supervisors held a budget 
workshop discussion. Anticipated 
funds balances and expected reve-
nues versus expenses were noted. 

Supervisor Maggie Armstrong 
pointed out that the county’s new 
website has been in use for a year 
now. She noted that the Board of Su-
pervisors’ meeting schedule and 
agendas are publicly posted on the 
website, and she suggested that other 
departments that hold public meet-
ings could post their calendars on the 
county website before meetings as 
well.

“It gives an opportunity as we con-
stantly talk about wanting to be more 
transparent to the public,” Armstrong 
said. She said she will contact all de-
partment heads with this request.

The supervisors meet regular-
ly on Tuesdays at 9 a.m. The public 
is welcome to attend in person (at 
the courthouse) or via remote tech-
nology. To join remotely, call 323-
792-6123, then use meeting code 
547029216# n

HEALTH
GCH TRUSTEES DISCUSS 
FUNDING AND BIDS FOR 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

During the Jan. 22 meeting of the Guth-
rie County Hospital Board of Trustees, the 
boardmembers reviewed plans for fund-
ing the hospital’s improvement project.

CEO Chris Stipe summarized the fund-
ing plan.

“The USDA portion would be $37 mil-
lion, that’s the cost of construction,” Stipe 
said. “Then there’s the separate loan of 
about $5 million that the banks are going 
to pay in, and then there’s our equity of 
about $4.8 million. So, that’s how you get 
to the $46 million.”

Although bids on the project are in, the 
formal USDA approval has not yet been 
received, so bids were not considered for 
acceptance at this time. 

Chief Human Resources Officer Mary 
Anderson provided a summary of hiring 
and personnel status. 

“We have seven positions open now,” 
Anderson said. “And, we also have an of-
fer out to a dietician. We should find out 
tomorrow if she is going to accept. So, 
we’re currently holding 153 employees, 
and our retention rate remains at 88.7%.”

Stipe shared information regarding the 
pursuit of a countywide EMS plan.

“The county is putting together an-
other EMS board,” Stipe said. “Mary Jane 
Carothers will sit on that board.”

Stipe added that he would recommend 
Chief Nursing Officer Mandy Schiefert as 
a possibility to serve on the EMS ad hoc 
committee.

Foundation Director Dennis Flanery 
shared information on the annual Hand-
bags and Bingo event, which is set for 
April 10. He said this year’s theme will be 
“Pajama Party.”

The next regular meeting of the trustees 
is set for Thursday, Feb. 26 at 4 p.m. The 
public is welcome. n

We do Medicare Part D reviews. Call for an appointment.

307 State St, Guthrie Center
641-747-8317   M-F 8AM-6PM | SA 8AM-1PM | SU Closed

DOWD DRUG

Spring Arrivals 
are  Here!

Home Decor

Purses

Hair Care & more
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CITY GOVERNMENT NEWS

CITY OF PANORA TO SELL 
BACKUP AMBULANCE
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

JAN. 26 – BACKUP 
AMBULANCE TOO COSTLY TO 
KEEP

The regular meeting of the Panora 
City Council on Jan. 26 was led by Brian 
Dorsett in Mayor Curt Thornberry’s ab-
sence. 

Paramedic and maintenance supervi-
sor Alex Olson addressed the council re-
garding possible action on the 2010 PL 
Custom E450 ambulance vehicle, which 
he said is only a secondary vehicle and is 
rarely used. 

“It had some very large mechanical is-
sues a couple of years ago,” Olson said. 
“Since then, we’ve added everything up 
since we fixed it that time. We’ve put an-

other 36 (thousand dollars) into it, and it’s 
been used on maybe three calls in the last 
four years.”

Olson also said the crew doesn’t have 
enough staff to realistically use this back-
up vehicle on any regular basis, and he 
described its current status as “a glorified 
paper weight.” Olson suggested selling 
the vehicle but keeping any usable equip-
ment from it. He and John Delavergne es-
timated the department would save nearly 
$5,000 in annual costs if the vehicle was 
sold.

The council voted to sell the ambu-
lance.

In other news, City Administrator Lisa 
Grossman described a situation involving 
apartments in town that have the water 
shut offs inside the individual apartments, 
which creates a challenge if the city needs 

to turn water off for unpaid bills. She 
summarized the city’s options in such 
cases. After discussion, the council chose 
to table to matter to allow time to look 
into the best solution.

FEB. 9 – CITY NEEDS ACCESS 
TO WATER SHUT-OFFS

The regular meeting of the Panora City 
Council was held on Monday, Feb. 9 with 
the bulk of the meeting dedicated to a 
follow-up discussion on the lack of water 
meter access to an apartment building, as 
well as a budget workshop review of the 
fiscal year 2027 city budget.  

Water Distribution Superintendent Is-
mael Galvan addressed the council over 
an ongoing concern about access to water 
meters at a multi-unit apartment building, 
noting that upon further inspection, one 

of the tenants in the building changed the 
locks, and they no longer have access to 
the meters. 

Galvan noted how it would not be fair 
to shut water off to everyone in the build-
ing because of the decisions of one tenant. 
“But, we need access,” he said.  

After lengthy discussion, the council 
suggested that Galvan research the crawl 
space in the building for meter access be-
fore they pursue other options.  

In other news, the councilmembers ap-
proved a class E Retail Alcohol License 
for Panora Hometown foods – Reinhart 
Bros Inc. The council also received a 
copy of the City Council Personal Code of 
Conduct, and councilmembers are to re-
view and sign. 

In addition, the council approved Reso-
lution 26-07, which is the Restated Plan 
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for the Panora Urban Revitalization Area. 
The council also approved a correspond-
ing ordinance, the First Reading of Ordi-
nance 361, Amending Ordinances Des-
ignating an Area of Panora, Iowa as the 
Panora Urban Revitalization Area. The 
council approved this and voted to waive 
the second and third readings.  

The council also approved Resolution 
26-08, approving a set time and date for a 
public hearing to hear comments regard-
ing a proposed FY26 Budget Amendment 
for General Fund Transfers that was pre-
viously approved. Resolution 26-09 was 
also approved, allowing a revision to the 
Employee Handbook relating to an up-
dated on pay increases for electric utility 
certifications. In addition, former coun-
cilmember Shane Gliem was appointed 
as a member to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

The council held a budget workshop 
for fiscal year 2027 and reviewed the pro-
posed budget that was presented by City 
Administrator Lisa Grossman.  

The next regular meeting is set for 
Monday, March 9 at 5:30 p.m. The pub-
lic is welcome. Interested persons may 
attend in person or electronically by vis-
iting the website https://meet.goto.com/
cityofpanora or by phone 1-312-757-3121 
(Access Code 295-099-701, Audio PIN 
220#). n

EDUCATION

PANORAMA SCHOOL BOARD 
REVIEWS SURVEY RESPONSES 
ON FOUR-DAY WEEK 
BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

During the Feb. 9 regular meeting of 
the Panorama School Board, Superin-
tendent Kasey Huebner addressed the 
issue regarding the district’s interest in 
pursuing a possible change to a four-
day instruction week.

“Everything we’ve done is on the 
website,” Huebner said. “One of the big-
gest questions we get right now is why 
Monday and not Friday.”

Huebner said he has consulted with 
other districts that have implemented a 
four-day week to determine which day 
off is best overall. 

“Mondays actually make the most 
sense for districts. More kids actually 
leave early on Mondays for games, be-
cause a lot of lower level games start 

earlier,” he said. He added that Mon-
days are preferrable for staff develop-
ment, too.

 Huebner summarized the responses 
to the ongoing parent survey, noting 
that, currently, 74% are in support of 
the change while 26% are opposed. The 
survey will remain open until Friday, 
Feb. 13. Huebner said 115 responses 
have been received to the parent sur-
vey.

The district’s website includes more 
information on the topic, including 
results from the staff survey (62.5% 
strongly support, 23.9% support, and 
13.6% oppose), the student survey of 
students in grades 8-11 (57.3% support, 
42.7% oppose) and the community sur-
vey (57.3% support, 22.5% neutral and 
20.1% oppose).

The website states the main reasons 

for considering the change are to im-
prove teacher retention/recruitment 
and to boost morale.

In the “Good News” portion of the 
meeting, the school board learned 
about the elementary school’s celebra-
tion of the 100th school day. The board 
also heard about how Mrs. Downing’s 
fifth-grade students are learning about 
drones. A video was shown in which 
the students navigated flying drones 
around and under obstacles.

Huebner explained that the elemen-
tary school roofing project will be going 
out for bids in March with the actual 
work to be completed over the summer.

The school board’s next regular meet-
ing is set for March 9, which will in-
clude a public hearing on the four-day 
school week proposal. The public is wel-
come. n

Insight Wealth Group, Financial Advisor 
641-744-3200 
kristen@insightwealthgroup.com

Scott Manhart, CPA
Insight CPA, Partner 
641-744-3200 
smanhart@insightwealthgroup.com

Kristen Crouthamel, AIF®

Securities offered through Arete Wealth Management, LLC; Member FINRA and SIPC. 
Investment Advisory Services offered through Arete Wealth Advisors, LLC an SEC registered investment advisory firm.

134 W. Main Street, Panora, IA • insightwealthgroup.com

A RELATIONSHIP WORTH INVESTING IN
This tax season, let us help you make the most of your return and invest in the 
future you deserve. Call today to start a relationship with advisors who truly 
care about your success.

https://meet.goto.com/cityofpanora
https://meet.goto.com/cityofpanora
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THE MONTH IN PANORAMA SPORTS

Panorama’s No. 44 Brayden Galvan gets past the Des 
Moines Christian player on Feb. 6.

Panorama’s No. 5 Reed Draper passes the ball during a 
game against Des Moines Christian on Jan. 6.

Panorama’s No. 1 Brayden Prescott rises up for the floater 
against ACGC on Jan. 23.

Panorama’s No. 11 Cruz Crandall shields the ball from the 
ACGC defender on Jan. 23.

The Panorama girls basketball team huddles up during its 
game against No. 2 Des Moines Christian on Friday, Feb. 6.

Panorama’s No. 13 Nerea Gimeno-Perez tries to create some 
space between herself and the ACGC defender on Jan. 23.
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FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR • FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY • TIRES AND ALIGNMENT • OIL CHANGES • TUNEUPS • INTERSTATE BATTERIES INCLUDING LAWN MOWER BATTERIESFULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR • FREE PICKUP & DELIVERY • TIRES AND ALIGNMENT • OIL CHANGES • TUNEUPS • INTERSTATE BATTERIES INCLUDING LAWN MOWER BATTERIES

WE HAVE STATE-OF-THE-ART DIAGNOSTIC, WHEEL BALANCING AND ALIGNMENT MACHINES TO GIVE YOU THE BEST RESULTS!

David Leonard, Owner/ASE Certified • 501 E. Market Street, Panora (Former City Hall) • Leonardrepair@gmail.com • FAMILY OWNED!
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Panorama’a No. 3 Lydia Lleshi waits for a pass in a game 
against Des Moines Christian on Feb. 6.

Panorama’s Caleb Prescott defeated West Central Valley’s 
Logan Campbell at WCAC Tournament on Jan. 17.

Austin Wagner and Blake Schwartz both won 
championships at the District 7 tournament on Feb. 14.

Panorama’s Austin Wagner gains near-fall points at the 
Lynnville-Sully quadrangular on Jan. 29.

Panorama’s Ines Gimeno-Perez splits the double team 
against ACGC on Jan. 23.

n

PHOTOS BY MARK RENO AND BETTY COOPER | SPECIAL TO PANORA TIMES

THE MONTH IN PANORAMA SPORTS

Panorama’s Blake Schwartz secured his 100th career win 
while at the John J Harris Invitational on Jan. 24.
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Austin Wagner+
Blake Schwartz

www.foxcountertopsdsm.com
10052 Justin Dr Suite A, Urbandale • 515-410-1316

TWO GREAT SHOWROOMS 
IN NEBRASKA & IOWA!

ccofiowa@gmail.com 
101 Main St, Bagley | 641-427-5831

Free estimates for accident damage
Work with all insurance companies

128 W Main Street • Panora, Iowa
641-755-2123 • www.brytoninsurance.com 207 N. Fifth St. | Guthrie Center | 641-332-2216

Guthrie Center: 641.332.2218  Panora: 641.755.2400

GCSBank.com  gcsb@gcsbank.com

2301 State St.  |  Guthrie Center  |  641-747-2261
201 Main St., Yale • 641-439-2221
www.yalebankiowa.com

120 E. Main St., Panora
641-755-2141

REAL PEOPLE. REAL BANKING.

222 SE 12TH ST, PANORA  |  641-755-4692
WWW.IOWATRENCHLESS.COM

#1 BORING & 
TUNNELING 

SPECIALISTS

www.synergywellness.info
109 N 1st Street, Guthrie Center
office@synergywellness.info
Office: 641-332-2104
Fax: 866-491-2107

@synergywellnessia @synergywellness

PHYSICAL THERAPY

@SYNERGYWELLNESS

@SYNERGYWELLNESSIA

WWW.SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

JESS@SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

PHONE: 641-332-2104
FAX:  866-491-2107

109 N 1ST STREET
GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115

SYNERGY WELLNESS 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW!

ORTHOPEDIC REHAB
PRE- AND POST-SURGICAL REHAB
SPORTS MEDICINE REHAB
SPORT TRAINING
NEURO REHAB
ACUTE AND CHRONIC PAIN
BALANCE AND GAIT TRAINING
GERIATRIC CARE
DRY NEEDLING

IN NETWORK WITH MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES. CALL US TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE COVERED.

403 State St, Guthrie Center • 641-332-2000
114 E Main St, Panora • 641-755-2424

WWW.PANORAFIBER.COM

Fast • Reliable • Local

CUSTOM 
APPAREL 
& SIGNAGE 
AVAILABLE!

www.dup-p-apparel.com | 402-310-0206

Congrats Panorama

STATESTATESTATESTATE
Wrestlers!Wrestlers!Wrestlers!Wrestlers!
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Q: JUST NORTH OF THE 4-WAY 
INTERSECTION OF HIGHWAY 
44 AND HIGHWAY 4 IS A 
MILEAGE SIGN INDICATING 
THAT ESTHERVILLE IS 138 
MILES. WHO REALLY CARES?

A: Well, clearly you don’t have any in-
terest in the 437-pound meteor that fell 
north of Estherville in 1879. Specimens 
of this meteor are on display in the Es-
therville Public Library and Chamber of 
Commerce. 

According to the Iowa DOT, they in-
stall distance signs outside of cities to 
give drivers an idea of how far away cer-
tain cities are. Highway 4 is considered 
a “primary intrastate route.” Iowa DOT’s 
Traffic and Safety Manual provides 
the following guidance for what cities 
should be listed on distance signs on 
primary intrastate routes:

•	 Line one – The next city on or ad-
jacent to the route regardless of 
population (Yale).

•	 Line two – The next county seat or 
city of 500 or more on or adjacent 
to the route (Jefferson).

•	 Line three – The next county seat 
or city of 5,000 or more on or adja-
cent to the route (Estherville).

Q: WHAT IS MIDWEST 
PARTNERSHIP, AND HOW IS IT 
DIFFERENT THAN THE PANORA 
AND LAKE PANORAMA AREA 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
GROUP?

A: Midwest Partnership is an econom-
ic development corporation for Adair 
and Guthrie counties that serves as a fa-
cilitator for the retention, expansion and 
attraction of business to create jobs and 
grow the tax base. The Panora and Lake 
Panorama Area Economic Development 
group serves as the economic develop-
ment organization in the Panora and 

Lake Panorama area. The group traces 
its roots in Panora to the 1980s and even 
earlier, beginning as an informal group 
of business leaders looking to attract, 
support and grow area businesses and 
promote housing. 

Q: HOW DEEP IN THE GROUND 
ARE UTILITY POLES USUALLY 
BURIED?

A: Engineering rules, soil variables 
and wind loads are all factors that de-
termine how deep utility poles must be 
buried for optimal stability and safety. 
Typically, though, according to vari-
ous sources, utility poles are buried to a 
depth of about 10% of their height plus 
an additional 2 feet. For example, a 40-
foot pole would be set approximately 6 
feet deep.

Q: WHERE IS THE CALMER 
SUBDIVISION PLAT THAT I 
KEEP READING ABOUT?  

A: The Scott and Joyce Calmer mi-
nor subdivision is officially located in 
Section 29 Township 80N Range 30W, 
which is near Highway 4 north of Pano-
ra. The Guthrie County Board of Super-
visors approved the subdivision plat in 
their Jan. 27 meeting. 

Q: WHEN WILL RAGBRAI STAY 
OVER IN GUTHRIE CENTER, 
AND HOW MIGHT THAT AFFECT 
PANORA?  

A: RAGBRAI, The Register’s Annual 
Great Bicycle Ride Across Iowa, is an an-
nual seven-day bicycle ride across the 
state. This year’s ride will be July 18-25. 
Guthrie Center was named the Day 2 
(Monday, July 20) overnight community. 
Other overnight communities named 
include Onawa, Harlan, Boone, Mar-
shalltown, Independence, Dyersville 
and Dubuque. 

The route will leave Guthrie Center 
and go through Panora on its way to 
Boone, but the exact route has not yet 
been announced. Details to come.  

From a community standpoint, some 
groups will step up and use this for 
fundraising opportunities in Panora. 
Some riders may choose to stay with 
Panora family and friends on Monday 
night. The bicycling traffic will certainly 
impact the morning commute in the 
area, so everyone is encouraged to plan 
ahead.  n

Submit your questions at 
www.panoratimes.com or email 
shane@gctimesnews.com. ASK

Mount Ayr 404 South Lincoln - Guthrie Center 101 State Street
Guthrie Location: Wednesdays 9-3 or call for an appointment!

@Eighmymonument800-305-3110
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Danielle Evans’ home-
based bakery in Linden 
is named after her 
daughter, Brooklynn.

Danielle and Brooklyn enjoy baking together.

BUSINESS

SWEET B’S TREATS: 
HOMEMADE AND LOCAL

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Danielle Evans of Linden has a side gig 
that she says fits her life perfectly. She op-
erates Sweet B’s Treats and More, baking 
homemade bread and other goodies. The 
business is named after Evans’ daughter, 
Brooklynn, who is 10 years old.

“We opened in November of 2019. We 
are a home-based bakery, so I bake out of 
my kitchen. We started in Booneville, and 
then we bought our house 2½ years ago in 
Linden,” Evans said. “Brooklyn and I have 
always baked together since she was about 
1½ years old. She helps me; she does a lot 
of packaging and things like that and gives 
me a lot of ideas of things to make.”

Evans recalled that when the family was 
looking to move to the Linden area, one 
of the selling points of the house they pur-
chased was the large kitchen, which pro-
vides ample space for the cooking that Dan-
ielle and Brooklyn enjoy.

“I stay pretty busy. I also work fulltime 
from home. We do 30 to 35 events a year, 
and I take orders. Usually I’m booking one 
to two weeks out,” Evans said. “We do some 
farmers markets and bigger shows. The 
Covered Bridges Festival in Winterset is 
one of our biggest. We’ve done Guthrie and 
Panora farmers markets. For a lot of our 
events, we pair with Glitz and Dust Designs. 
They do wooden flag signs and tumblers.”

Evans explained that the warmer months 
are the busiest time for Sweet B’s because of 
the many local events she sets up at.

“Summer is usually the busiest. January is 
usually a little slower, with New Year’s reso-
lutions, and I’m glad for the break,” Evans 
said. “My mom, Melody Thomas, comes 
and helps us when we’ve got a lot going on. 
She ran a bakery when I was growing up. 
She taught me how to bake.”

The tradition of delicious homemade 

baked goods has served the family well. Ev-
ans has begun adding new items occasion-
ally, based on what sells. 

“Our best seller is probably the focaccia 
bread or cake cups,” Evans said. “We also 
have gourmet Rice Krispies treats and one-
third-pound cookies. They’re huge; a lot of 
them are stuffed with something inside of 
them.”

However, the newest offering is not a 
product; it is home delivery.

“In the last few months, we’ve started 
doing local donut delivery,” Evans said. 

“They’re comparable to Casey’s but deliv-
ered to your door.”

For anyone looking to learn more about 
the offerings of Sweet B’s, Evans suggests 
Facebook as the first stop.

“Any way is fine. If they find us on Face-
book, that’s the best way to get all of our 
contact information and see posts of what 
we have at the time,” she said.

When asked what makes Sweet B’s 
unique, Evans pointed to the care that goes 
into each item.

“Everything is done by hand. It’s a lot of 

physical labor,” Evans said. “I would say 
my focaccia breads are my favorite thing to 
make, just because they’re so versatile. You 
can dip it in soup or salad, you can just eat 
it, you can make it into grilled cheese sand-
wiches, you can make it into croutons. And, 
it’s affordable. A loaf is only $10.”

Looking ahead, Evans noted two plans in 
the works. 

“For Saint Patrick’s Day, I will be offer-
ing the do-it-yourself sugar cookie kits,” she 
said. “That’s something easy that people 
can do with their kids, and they get a treat 

RICH W
ICKS | PANORA TIMES
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Cinnamon roll focaccia bread.

Fresh homemade donuts ready for delivery.

after it,” she said. “And, my goal this year is 
to set up some type of loyalty program. So, 
if they buy so many focaccias, they get one 
free, or something like that.”

Evans appreciates feedback from cus-
tomers. She recalled a special moment of 
enthusiastic feedback from a youngster 
who found something to his liking.

“One of my favorite reviews ever was 
a boy, probably 8 years old. We were at a 
small-town festival, and he wanted to buy 
something for breakfast. I had loaves of ba-
nana bread, but he wasn’t sure and said 
he’s really picky about banana bread,” Ev-
ans said. “Eventually, he decided to buy 
it, and he came back not 20 minutes later 
when it was really busy and announced to 
the whole place, ‘That’s the best banana 

bread I ever had in my whole life.’ That’s 
something I’ll never forget.” n

A one-third-pound Smores cookie with 
marshmallow filling.
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COLLECTIONS AND HOBBIES

WOODSON JEWELRY:  
A HOBBY OF GIFT GIVING

BY RICH WICKS
Panora Times

Ruth Woodson likes to create things as a 
way to express her creativity. She also likes 
to be kind to those around her. Fortunately, 
she has found a hobby that lets her merge 
the two. Living at Panora Specialty Care, 
Woodson has given many of her creations 
to family and friends, as well as to staff and 
other residents.

“I make jewelry. I spend a lot of time at it. 
It’s a wonderful place, but I don’t think I’d 
be half as happy if I didn’t have something 
to do,” Woodson said. “I made the nurses 
bracelets and earrings, and I’m making a 
lady something to dangle off the mirror in 
her car.”

Woodson is originally from Charleston, 
South Carolina. Her husband, Richard, 
passed in 2021, and Ruth now lives in Pan-
ora to be close to her two sons, Larry and 
Richard, Jr. 

Woodson has a large supply of small col-
ored glass beads that she strings into vari-
ous types of jewelry. Because of the small 
pieces, she uses a large magnifier to see 
what she is doing.

“My eyes are awful. I’ve been treated for 
retinopathy, and I was getting a shot in my 
eyes every month, but it really helped. And 
I think it will be OK when I get my glasses. 
I have to wear reading glasses now to read 
anything,” she said.

Woodson had made some similar items 
years ago but returned to the hobby again 
in the last year or so.

“Before I came here, I hadn’t done it for a 
couple of years, but I had done it for about 
a year before that,” Woodson said. “Most of 
the time, I make bracelets and earrings be-
cause I like to match them. I haven’t done 

any necklaces lately. But, when my grand-
daughters were in high school, I made their 
necklaces for their prom dresses. They were 
pretty, too.”

Woodson gets many of her design ideas 
from watching YouTube videos. 

“I keep myself busy here, and so does 
Kati, our activity director,” she said. “I have 
dialysis on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days, but I work on my jewelry almost every 
day.”

Woodson gives her creations as Christ-
mas and birthday gifts, and sometimes just 
as gifts for no particular reason. She has 
been asked about teaching others how to 
make such items and is very willing to do 
so.

“As a matter of fact, I was maybe going to 

give some lessons, simple lessons, if people 
want to make things like this,” she said. “I 
also decorate cakes and was thinking about 
giving some lessons on that. I used to deco-
rate cakes when I worked at Kroger’s and 
Piggly Wiggly.”

Although recipients have been very ap-

preciative of Woodson’s jewelry gifts, she 
does not do it for profit.

“So far, I haven’t had a chance to sell any-
thing. People ask me to make something 
for them, and I’m an easy touch,” Woodson 
said. “And I can’t think of anything better to 
do than to give them a gift.” n

TOP: Making gifts puts a smile on Ruth Woodson’s face. INSET: Woodson has 
various tools for the jewelry she creates.

PHOTOS BY RICH W
ICKS | PANORA TIMES

Ruth Woodson gives 
many of her creations 
to family and friends, as 
well as to staff and other 
residents at Panora 
Specialty Care.
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HEALTH

Special to Panora Times

On Feb. 9, Guthrie County Hospital an-
nounced approval of a $46 million renova-
tion project, marking a historic investment 
in the future of health care for Guthrie 
County and the surrounding communities.

The comprehensive renovation will 
modernize existing facilities, expand clini-
cal capabilities and enhance patient-cen-
tered care while maintaining the hospital’s 
long-standing commitment to serving rural 
Iowa. The project is designed to improve 
patient experience, enhance patient pri-
vacy, support medical staff and ensure the 
hospital can meet the evolving health care 
needs of the region for decades to come.

Hospital leadership worked closely with 
hospital staff, architects and construction 
partners to ensure the project reflects both 
best practices in modern health care de-
sign and the unique needs of our patients.

“Guthrie County Hospital has been a 
cornerstone of this community for de-
cades,” said Christopher Stipe, hospital 
CEO. “This project honors that legacy while 
building a facility that supports advanced 
care, workforce recruitment and long-term 
sustainability. Having virtually no debt, 
the hospital is in a strong financial posi-
tion. With the assistance of the USDA, lo-
cal banks and other financial partners, we 
feel it is the right time to proceed with the 
project.”

The project includes new construction 
for the lobby, laboratory, sleep lab, IV ser-
vices area, MRI addition and kitchen with 
updated serving and dining spaces. Clinic 
and specialty clinic areas, along with the 

physical therapy and fitness center, will be 
expanded and remodeled. Updates and 
improvements are also planned for the 
emergency room, surgical department and 
inpatient rooms. In addition, the renova-
tion will include a new conference center 
with meeting rooms available for commu-
nity use.

“Guthrie County Hospital is one of the 
most important institutions serving Guth-
rie County. Continuing to update health 
care services is essential to meeting the 
needs of all residents, particularly as the 
county’s population continues to age,” said 
Brian Johnson, Guthrie County Supervisor.

The renovation and expansion will be 
completed in phases over 30 months to 
minimize disruption to patient care and 
hospital operations.

“This renovation represents more than 
brick and mortar — it’s an investment in 
the health, safety and well-being of our 
community,” said Dennis Flanery, direc-
tor of the Guthrie County Hospital Foun-
dation. “By upgrading our facilities, we are 
ensuring that high-quality, accessible care 
remains close to home for future genera-
tions. This is a great way to kick off our 75th 
anniversary for the hospital.”

Additional details, including project 
timelines and opportunities for communi-
ty engagement and support, will be shared 
in the coming months by the hospital and 
the foundation.

For more information about the renova-
tion or the Guthrie County Hospital Foun-
dation, visit https://guthriecountyhospital.
org or contact Dennis Flanery at 641-332-
3879. n

GCH ANNOUNCES  
$46 MILLION PLANNED 
RENOVATION
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Auto Collision Repair Services • Auto Paint Services • Auto Body Work

No matter how your car gets damaged, we’ll  
make sure it gets fixed right. No short cuts. No compromises. 
And remember, where you get your car repaired is NOT your 

insurance company’s decision, it’s yours.

So make the right choice. 
Olson’s Body & Paint, we do that!

Call today for a FREE ESTIMATE

515-987-1735

555 W Hickman Rd, Waukee 

SEE ALL SERVICES!

RELIABLE  
AUTO BODY 

SERVICES

RELIABLE  
AUTO BODY 

SERVICES
SINCE 1980

https://guthriecountyhospital.org
https://guthriecountyhospital.org
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EVENT

YOUTH CHEER CLINIC HELD
PARTICIPANTS OF THE YOUTH CHEER CLINIC HOSTED BY THE PANORAMA 
BASKETBALL CHEERLEADERS PERFORMED AT THE GIRLS GAME ON FEB. 6.

PHOTOS BY BETTY COOPER | PANORA TIMES

20+ years of experience • Local & Insured

kunklepainting@gmail.com
(641) 332-2287

CONTACT FOR A QUOTE TODAY!

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR NEXT REFRESH PROJECT: 
 Exterior Homes   Decks   Barns   Metal Roofs

2024

 WINNER  

2025

 WINNER  

NEED TO REFRESH IN 2026? 
LET’S MAKE IT LOOK BRAND NEW!

GUTHRIE CENTER
(641) 332-2032
506 Prairie Street

PANORA
(641) 755-2211
219 E. Main Street

• Burial Services
• Cremations Services

• Pre-Planning

www.twiggfuneralhome.com Curtis Twigg and Craig Twigg

Dedicated to the 
ones you love
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EVENT

FIRED UP FOR PANCAKES IN YALE
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Mary Dorsett, Bette Donahey and Jean Higgins Dan and Tammy Russell

Kelly Kirtley Cathy Ohm Dave and Barb Ryan Natalie and Henry Genovese

Merlin Clark Dailen Steiner Logan Wolf Zach Spencer Chris Little

Mike Carey

KEEP YOUR HOME 
MOUSE-FREE!

515-993-3332
www.PaulsAAAPestControl.com

Serving Guthrie, Dallas, Polk 
& Surrounding Counties

Pumping ServicePumping Service
JensenJensen

641-757-0893641-757-0893
DNR Licensed Septic Pumper and Time of Transfer Inspector • Family Owned and Operated Since 1977

Have you checked your SEPTIC TANK FILTERSEPTIC TANK FILTER lately?  
Help prevent backups and costly 

repairs by signing up for our 
ANNUAL FILTER CLEANING!

ONLY 
$100

Jensen Pumping 441497 2x1 GT LPT PT 1/13/26

BY SHANE GOODMAN
Panora Times

The Yale Fire Department 
held its 24th annual pancake 
breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 9  
from 7 a.m. to noon at the Yale 
Community Building. Pan-
cakes, eggs, sausage, and bis-
cuits and gravy were served as a 
fundraiser for the department. 
Food was prepared and served 
by department members. n
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HarmannHarmann
Excavating

Matt Harmann, Owner

LEAVE THE LEAVE THE HARD HARD 
WORK WORK TO US! TO US! 

641-755-3640  •  Cell 641-757-0907

SEPTICS
DEMOLITION
GRADING
TRUCKING
SHORE LINES
DOZER WORK
EXCAVATION SERVICES
HAULING (ROCK /SAND/DIRT)

Call for Call for 
Snow Snow 

Removal!Removal!

CO OO O
BIG GREEN UMBRELLA MEDIA  

IS NOW OFFERING

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
FOR MASS QUANTITIES!FOR MASS QUANTITIES!

CALL CALL 641-332-2707641-332-2707    
FOR DETAILS!FOR DETAILS!

104 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, GUTHRIE CENTER104 INDUSTRIAL ROAD, GUTHRIE CENTER

EVENT

PANORA CHAMBER HOLDS COMMUNITY GALA
BY SHANE GOODMAN
Panora Times

The Panora Chamber of Commerce 
held its Community Gala on Saturday, 
Feb. 7 at the Captain’s Pick at the Lake 

Panorama Conference Center with more 
than 135 attendees. The event brought 
together many new members and long-
time supporters. Guests enjoyed a meal 
from The Captain’s Pick, great conversa-
tion, and live music by Jackie Johnson 

and Paul Hart with the Riverside Drive 
Duo.

During the evening, the chamber 
highlighted the 2025 goals and achieve-
ments with reflections from Past Presi-
dent Angie Worth and comments from 

current 2026 President Dave Grove, who 
shared a glimpse of what’s ahead. Jaime 
Waddle, the treasurer of the chamber, 
was also recognized for her ongoing con-
tributions to the betterment of organiza-
tion. n

PHOTOS COURTESY OF NICOLE CRUSINBERRY PHOTOGRAPHY
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Craig Eugene Hastings 
passed away due to 
complications from a 
sudden heart attack on 
Jan. 21, 2026, at the age of 
62. Born on April 8, 1963, 
in Riceville, a few minutes 
after his twin brother, 
Craig came as a surprise 
to his parents, Verdina and 

Charles Hastings. 
Craig is survived by 

his devoted wife, Kerry; 
his daughters, Corinne 
and Libby; his parents, 
Charles and Verdina; his 
brothers, Curt and Chris 
(Trudy); and many nieces 
and nephews. Craig 
was preceded in death 
by his brother, Chuck; 
his grandparents; and 
relatives.

Craig grew up in 
Jefferson and was a 
high school wrestling 
state qualifier. He went 
on to wrestle at Buena 
Vista College where he 
majored in math and 
chemistry. During his 
time at BV, Craig was also 
student body president, 
in the school band, and 
managed to meet and 
fall in love with his wife, 
Kerry. Craig went on to 
get his master’s degree in 
molecular biology at the 
University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County. He 
spent the majority of his 
career working for Pioneer 

Hy-Brid Seed Company, 
focusing his time on 
genetic engineering. 
Research he contributed 
to was published multiple 
times throughout his 
career, and Craig was 
proud to improve crops in 
countries that struggled 
with famine and food 
insecurity. 

Craig was an avid 
reader and an advocate 
for access to education. 
He spent his free time 
working with St. Patrick 
Catholic School in Perry, 
where his children both 
attended, as the president 
of the school board, the 
secretary-treasurer for 
the St. Patrick’s Church 
Foundation, and as a 
counselor for families 
seeking financial aid as well 
as a member of the Des 
Moines Diocese School 
Board. Craig believed that 
anyone and everyone who 
wanted to learn deserved 
an education. 

Craig was also a loving 
father and uncle. He 

would drop everything 
to be there for those he 
loved — all they had to do 
was ask. From attending 
every single event for his 
children to moving them 
in and out of never-ending 
apartments, he was always 
there. He was a seasoned 
storyteller, known for 
elaborating on a few details 
here and there, but he 
knew how to hold your 
attention. He loved rules 
and structure — more than 
his children or wife enjoyed 
at times. 

Before succumbing to 
complications from his 
initial heart attack, Craig 
had a few days where he 
was able to share some 

final moments with his 
family. Between funeral 
home stories and funny 
memories, he raved about 
his daughters, his wife and 
his great, big family that he 
loved so dearly.

Craig donated organs 
that saved three lives, made 
tissue donations that will 
save countless others, and 
gave his heart to research. 
He was generous in life and 
in death, which brings his 
family light in the midst of 
this awful tragedy. 

Craig’s family would like 
to thank the nurses, first 
responders and doctors 
that supported and cared 
for him in his final weeks. 
The family would especially 

like to thank Halli Weddle, 
Craig’s niece and an EMT 
who went out of her way 
to provide him additional 
care.

“The ones that love us 
never really leave us.” 
– Harry Potter and the 
Prisoner of Azkaban

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials can be directed 
to Iowa Public Radio in 
Craig’s honor.

Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, 2026, 
at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church, Perry. Burial was 
at the Jefferson Cemetery, 
Jefferson. Visitation was 
Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2026, 
from 5-7 p.m. at the Twigg 
Funeral Home, Panora. n

CRAIG EUGENE 
HASTINGS
1963-2026
 

PHYSICAL THERAPY

@SYNERGYWELLNESS

@SYNERGYWELLNESSIA

WWW.SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

JESS@SYNERGYWELLNESS.INFO

PHONE: 641-332-2104
FAX:  866-491-2107

109 N 1ST STREET
GUTHRIE CENTER, IA 50115

SYNERGY WELLNESS 

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS NOW!

ORTHOPEDIC REHAB
PRE- AND POST-SURGICAL REHAB
SPORTS MEDICINE REHAB
SPORT TRAINING
NEURO REHAB
ACUTE AND CHRONIC PAIN
BALANCE AND GAIT TRAINING
GERIATRIC CARE
DRY NEEDLING

IN NETWORK WITH MOST INSURANCE COMPANIES. CALL US TO FIND OUT IF YOU'RE COVERED.

@synergywellnessia
@synergywellness

In network with most insurance companies.  
Call us to find out if you’re covered.

www.synergywellness.info
109 N 1st St, Guthrie Center

jess@synergywellness.info
641-332-2104

GIVE GIVE 
YOURSELF YOURSELF 
LOVE!LOVE!

Physical Therapy  
for all ages and diagnoses

Nutrition Response Testing

Ozone Sauna

Nutritional Products 

Thank Thank you!you!

*WATCH FOR IT AGAIN NEXT YEAR!

For all the support with our Wild 
Game Feed and Raffle at the 
First Christian Church of Panora.
Money raised supports our  
Mission Trips and many other  
things around our community!

618 McPherson St, Casey  |  (641) 746-3313 |  Reservations Recommended pioneerspubandgrubcasey

We’ve Got You Covered for Dinner!

LUNCH: Mon-Sat. 11am to 1:30pm • DINNER: Wed & Thur 5:30-8:30pm, Fri & Sat 5:30-9pm

2025

 runner-up  
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40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

From Guthrie Center Times, Feb. 4, 1976
YJB’S RAIDERS. YJB, coached by John Boddicker, is en-
joying one of its finest seasons ever. Team members are 
front, from left, Rick Vaughn, Tom Smith, Kurt Kenney 
and Marshall Hoyt. Back, from left, Dobe Stofer, Brian 
Farley, Lyle Kinney, Mike Correy and Bill Scharfenkamp. 
Absent was Scott Irwin, the team’s leading scorer and 
rebounder who has been hobbled by injury. Irwin is av-
eraging 26 points and 12 rebounds a game. Lyle Kinney 
is averaging 21 points and 10 rebounds for the Raiders. 
Both are hitting at a 52% clip from the field.

20 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie Center Times, Feb. 9, 2006
BIRDHOUSE. This flock of birds was swarming in north-
east Panora. After covering the yard, the birds covered the 
roof of this home.

30 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 7, 1996
...AND DON’T STOP DIGGING TILL WE TELL YOU TO! 
Panorama freshmen Tony Stringer (left) and Andrew 
Downing (right) take a break while eighth-grader Ryan 
Downing continues to dig a tunnel out of a giant snow 
pile in Panora.

10 YEARS AGO

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 10, 2016

RESTORING THE ROUND. The Iowa State Historical 
Preservation Office found the Yale Round Gym to meet 
the criteria to be placed on the National Register of His-
torical Places. The eligibility allows the city council and 
project leader Brandon Godwin to begin preservation 
planning, including seeking financial incentives to un-
dertake a future rehabilitation of the historic gymna-
sium.

YESTER YEARS
 COMPILED BY CHERYL CASTILE

From the Guthrie County Vedette, Feb. 1, 1986
CATCH OF THE DAY. With assistance from Don Dan-
iels, Matt Venteicher of Panora shows off a fish he caught 
at the Par 3 golf course pond at Lake Panorama Sunday 
afternoon. Ice fishing for kids was one of the scheduled 
events for the area’s second annual Winterfest.

5 YEARS AGO

Guthrie County Times Vedette, Feb. 25, 2021
GENEROUS DONATIONS. The Linden Library received 
a donation from Josh and Beth Woodvine and their 
company, Sammons Financial, which provided a 
financial match. The total donation was $11,250. The 
library has just finished a renovation of new carpet and 
paint with a grant from the Bock Family Foundation 
and the City of Linden. The Library was able to receive 
another grant from Bock at the beginning of the year 
for a computer and desk for the patrons to use. The 
Linden Public Library Foundation has been hard at work 
securing funding for all the amazing plans the library has 
in the future. Pictured are foundation members, Rexanna 
Ketelsen, Karen Fluharty, Director Julie Bishop, Amber 
Wetzel, Gay Norton and Maribee Burnham. Not pictured 
is Alecia Lleshi and Wendy Lempke. n
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SHRIMP SPAGHETTI   
Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”
Servings: 4-6

Ingredients:
•	 1 pound spaghetti noodles
•	 2 tablespoons butter
•	 1/4 cup avocado oil
•	 1 package (12 ounces) raw shrimp
•	 2 tablespoons garlic powder, divided
•	 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
•	 1 cup chicken broth
•	 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
•	 1/4 cup heavy cream
•	 1 teaspoon onion powder
•	 1 cup frozen or fresh spinach
•	 bread, for serving

Directions:
•	 Cook spaghetti noodles according to package 

instructions. In skillet over medium heat, add 

butter, avocado oil and shrimp. Mix in 1 table-
spoon garlic powder and paprika. Remove 
shrimp after they begin to turn pink; set aside.

•	 Add chicken broth, Parmesan cheese, heavy 
cream, remaining garlic powder, onion pow-
der and spinach to skillet; mix well. Add 
shrimp back to skillet to finish cooking. Mix in 
noodles and serve with bread. 

BY JOLENE GOODMAN
Panora Times

Some recipes come from a well-
worn family card, while others are 
born on a busy weeknight when 
you need dinner to feel special 
without being complicated. 
Shrimp spaghetti falls squarely 
into that second category for 
me. It’s the kind of meal that 
looks impressive on the plate but 
comes together quickly — perfect 
for those evenings when you want 
something comforting, a little 
indulgent and absolutely reliable.

I love shrimp because it cooks 
fast and pairs beautifully with 
simple ingredients. Toss it with 
garlic, olive oil, a hint of heat and 
a squeeze of lemon, and suddenly 
an ordinary box of spaghetti feels 
elevated. This is the dish I reach 

for when I want 
a break from 
heavy sauces 
but still crave 
big flavor. It is 
light enough for 
warmer months, 
yet cozy enough 
to enjoy year-
round.

Simple, 
satisfying, 
and full of flavor — this shrimp 
spaghetti is proof that a good 
meal doesn’t have to be 
complicated to feel special. Find 
more quick dinner solutions by 
visiting Culinary.net. n

Jolene Goodman is the 
advertising director for Panora 
Times and vice president of Big 
Green Umbrella Media.

RECIPE

PAIR SIMPLICITY AND FLAVOR 
WITH SEAFOOD SPAGHETTI

Jolene 
Goodman

Two Convenient Locations!
601 W. Main Street, Panora & 302 E. Main Street, Panora

EASY TO USE!  CONVENIENT!  AFFORDABLE!

ALL SEASONS CAR WASH

2025

 WINNER  

GIVE YOUR 
CAR THE BEST!
Thanks For Voting Us Best 
Guthrie County Car Wash!

WASH 
YOUR 
CAR 
TODAY!

308 State Street, Guthrie Center
danielle@gitinsurance.com 

641-747-8370

DANIELLE 
YONKER,  

Insurance Agent

Valentine’s Day
is all about Love!

Call Today!

and we’d LOVE to work with you!
To celebrate, we’re offering All New Clients 
a special gift simply for requesting a quote.
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BAGLEY

Bagley United Methodist Church 
401 Main Street, PO Box 40 
www.umc.org 
Sunday Service: 11 a.m., Wednesday: 3:45-5:00 pm after 
school kids program. All school age kids welcome.

JAMAICA

Jamaica Union Church 
409 Van Nest St., Jamaica 
Sunday School: 9 a.m., Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

LINDEN

Linden United Methodist Church 
106 N. Evans St., Linden

PANORA

Church Of The Brethren 
2946 200th Road, Panora  
641-755-3800 
Sunday School: 8:45 a.m., Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Calvary Chapel Of The  
Raccoon River Valley 
604 E. Main St., Panora 
www.calvaryraccoon.com 
641-755-4268 
Sunday service: 10 a.m.

Faith Bible Church 
2096 Highway 4, Panora 
www.fbcpanora.com 
641-755-3034 
Sunday Service: 9 am 
Wednesday Bible Study: 6:30 p.m.

First Christian Church 
102 E. Church St., Panora 
www.panorafcc.org 
641-755-2227 
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Fountain of Life Church 
2322 Wagon Road, Panora  
www.folcpanora.com 
641-755-2322 
Sunday Service: 10 a.m.

Lighthouse Assembly of God 
400 S.E. Third St., Panora 
www.panoralighthouseassemblyofgod.com 
641-755-3060 
Sunday School: 9 a.m.,  
Sunday Service: 10 a.m. 
Wednesday: Children/Youth 7 p.m.

Lutheran Church of Hope 
5405 Chimra Road, Panora 
515-222-1520

Panora United Methodist Church 
119 E. Main St., P.O. Box 601, Panora  
www.panoraumc.org 
641-755-2655 
Sunday Service: 9:30 a.m.

Saint Cecilia Catholic Church 
220 N. First St., Panora  
www.st-mary-patrick-cecilia.com 
641-747-3843 
Catholic Mass: Sunday 8 a.m.;  
Wednesday and Thursday 8 a.m. 
Confession: Sunday 7:30 a.m.,  
Wednesday and Thursday 7:45 a.m. 

Adoration: Tuesday 3:30–4:30 p.m.

Saint Thomas Lutheran Church 
2106 Highway 4, Panora  
http://panoralutheran.com  
641-755-2051 
Sunday School /Adult Bible Study: 9 a.m. 
Sunday Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Bible Study: Tuesday 11 a.m.

YALE

Yale Church of Christ 
304 Lincoln, Yale 
church-of-christ.org 
641-757-1104  n

AREA CHURCH GUIDE
 SUBMIT CHANGES OR UPDATES TO SHANE@GCTIMESNEWS.COM
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WHERE IS IT?

LAST MONTH’S PHOTO

Last month’s photo is of the old bank building at 
110 Main St. in Bagley. We had several correct 
submissions but the first one came from Beth 
Buttler. Have a photo to submit for future issues? 
Send to shane@gctimesnews.com. n

Be the first to respond 
with the correct answer to 
the location of this photo 
and receive a certificate 
for a free coffee at Crafty’s 
Coffee and Gifts in Panora.

#1: Call 

Sunset Realty

let Sunset Realty 

handle the other 9!

Scan Here!

218 W, Main Street,  
Panora, IA 50216 | 641.755.2377 Call us when you want more info! Not Intended to solicit already listed properties. 

Licensed to sell real estate in Iowa.

Let's Connect!

Dave 

Wagler
Ben 

Hayes

Laura 

Kemble
Angie 

Worth Leslie 

Anderson

As local real estate professionals at Sunset Realty, we live here, work here & play here and we have the expertise to help you navigate these decisions.

TOP 10 THINGS
to do when you are ready to buy or sell your home:

128 W Main St., Panora IA 
641.755.2123  |  brytoninsurance.com

we insure your small
business. because it
isn’t small to you.

simple human sense®

mailto:shane@gctimesnews.com
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HOURS: 7AM-7PM (MONDAY-FRIDAY)  

QUICKLANE OPEN SATURDAY 7:30AM-12 NOON

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES

USED CAR USED CAR SUPERSTORESUPERSTORE

ALL MAKES COLLISION CENTERALL MAKES COLLISION CENTER

WE GUARANTEE OUR WORK
FOR AS LONG AS YOU OWN YOUR CAR.

OVER  900 OVER  900  NEW,  USED,   NEW,  USED,  
AND  COMMERCIAL VEHICLESAND  COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

SERVICE & PARTSSERVICE & PARTS  “OPEN  Late”“OPEN  Late”
& ON SATURDAYS.  

TIRE & AUTO CENTER

TM

REPEATEDLY RECOGNIZED FOR A SUPERIOR SALES
 AND SERVICE EXPERIENCE

Over 36,000 sq ft and 24 service bays 
dedicated to your business needs

Scott Politte, President

Stivers Ford Lincoln
 of Iowa

IOWA’S #1 FORD  LINCOLN DEALER
STIVERSFORDIA.COM  515 987 3697

ON THE WAUKEE SIDE
 OF WEST DES MOINES

Stivers Ford PRO Elite 
Commercial Service Center 

Allison
Transmission

 Certified
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DISCLAIMER: This publication does not know-
ingly accept advertising that is deceptive, fraudu-
lent, or which might otherwise violate the law 
or accepted standards of taste. However, this 
publication does not warrant or guarantee the 
accuracy of any advertisement, or the quality 
of the goods or services advertised. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly investigate all claims 
made in any advertisement and to use good 
judgment and reasonable care, particularly 
when dealing with persons unknown to you 
who ask for money in advance of delivery of the 
goods or services advertised. 

AUCTIONS

	 SPRING CREEKS CATTLE COMPANY Annual 
Bull Sale. February 15th, 1pm at Fennimore, 
WI Livestock Exchange, Inc. online at www.
dvauction.com Selling 54 bulls and 20 bred 
females. Call 608-553-8070. (mcn)

AUTOMOBILES

	 GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. Patriotic 
Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 24/7: 1-833-485-
1046. (mcn)

	 Get a break on your taxes! Donate your 
car, truck, or SUV to assist the blind and visu-
ally impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous tax credit for 
2025. Call Heritage for the Blind Today at 
1-855 977-7030 today! (mcn)

	 Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more 
to support our veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car Donations at 
1-888-429-2331 today! (mcn)

CABLE/INTERNET

	 AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are 
overpaying for your service, call now for a 
free quote and see how much you can save! 
1-833-472-7954. (mcn)

	 DIRECTV- All your entertainment. Nothing 
on your roof! Sign up for Directv and get 
your first three months of Max, Paramount+, 
Showtime, Starz, MGM+ and Cinemax includ-
ed. Choice package $84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-296-1409. 
(mcn)

EMPLOYMENT/HELP WANTED

	 RICHLAND FAMILY DENTAL is seeking a 
hygienist in Richland Center, WI. Competitive 
salary, benefits and flexible work environ-
ment. Send your resume to info@richland-
familydds.com or call 608-647-8868. (mcn)

FINANCIAL

	 Inflation is at 40 year highs. Interest rates 
are way up. Credit Cards. Medical Bills. Car 
Loans. Do you have $10k or more in debt? 

Call NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF and find out how 
to pay off your debt for significantly less than 
what you owe! FREE quote: Call 1-866-552-
0649. (mcn)

HEALTH & MEDICAL

	 DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage for 
400 plus procedures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental Information Kit 
with all the details! 1-855-973-9175 www.
dental50plus.com/midwest #6258 (mcn)

	 PORTABLE OXYGEN CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 844-716-2411. (mcn)

	 STOP OVERPAYING FOR HEALTH 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a 
majority of people struggle to pay for health 
coverage. Let us show you how much you 
can save. Call Now for a no-obligation quote: 
1-888-772-8454. You will need to have your 
zip code to connect to the right provider. 
(mcn)

	 ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! 
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves 
with You with Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 
1-833-650-5916. (mcn)

HOME SERVICES

	 Don’t Pay For Covered Home Repairs 
Again! Our home warranty covers ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We stand by our 
service and if we can’t fix it, we’ll replace it! 
Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call: 
1-833-816-2128.(mcn)

	 WATER & FIRE DAMAGE RESTORATION. Our 
trusted professionals will restore your home 
to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-833-879-1480. Mold Remediation 
services are also available! (mcn)

MISCELLANEOUS

	 Reach over 1.4 million homes for just $249! 
Advertise your business or item with a clas-
sified ad in the Midwest Free Community 
Papers. Simple, cost-effective, and powerful. 
One call, and you’re done! Boost your visibil-
ity now! 888-899-6327. (mcn)

	 NEED NEW FLOORING? -6323. (mcn) Call 
today to schedule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 1-833-
641

	 INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT? Don’t Accept 
the insurance company’s first offer. Many 
injured parties are entitled to cash settle-
ments in the $1000’s. Get a free evaluation 

to see what your case is really worth. 100% 
Free Evaluation. Call Now: 1-833-879-1534. 
(mcn)

	 Prepare for power outages today with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-877-228-5789 today to 
schedule a free quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move. (mcn)

	 THE BATHROOM OF YOUR DREAMS in as 
little as 1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 
off or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath 
& Shower. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. Senior 
& Military Discounts Available. Call Today! 
1-833-618-1178. (mcn)

	 Replace your roof with the best looking 
and longest lasting material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles and multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer- up to 50% off installa-
tion + Additional 10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-844-907-2386. (mcn)

	 NO MORE CLEANING out gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime transferrable warran-
ty. Call today 1-855-577-1268 to schedule a 
FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. 
Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited 
time only. Restrictions apply, see representa-
tive for warranty and offer details. (mcn)

REAL ESTATE

	 WE BUY HOUSES for Cash AS-IS! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. Easy process: Call, get 
cash offer and get paid. Call today for your 
fair cash offer: 1-888-715-0513. (mcn)

WANT TO BUY

	 CASH PAID FOR HIGH-END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. Call 1-833-641-6646. (mcn)

	 WE BUY VINTAGE GUITARS! Looking for 
1920-1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 1-833-641-7028. 
(mcn)

	 BUYING AND SELLING SILVER BARS, silver 
dollars, rare coins, gold jewelry, any gold-
silver items, collector coins, currency. 44 
years in business. I have a $1,500,000 line 
of credit and own 1,475 acres of land near 
Ormsby. Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, MN. 507-
235-3886/507-399-9982. (mcn) n

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
 SUBMIT FREE CLASSIFIEDS AT WWW.PANORATIMES.COM

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for 
full warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-595-2102

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the 
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates 
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL 
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1 Roofi ng Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODSCHEDULE TODAY!AY!

Call 1.833.370.1234

CALL TODAY! 1.833.370.1234

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
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Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306
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Same experienced, local team.

Now in a new space desi
ned to better serve

our clients and communit
.

Stop in and say hello or give us a �all anyti�e!

1

Scan �ere to visit our website

Follow Us!


