
1 

   

                                                                                                                                                                       

         
     Luke tells us that “Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty 
years of age” (Luke 3:23). How old were you when you began your ministry? 
What is your ministry? We often assume that someone must be on staff some-
where to have a ministry. The truth is, every Christian should be a minister 
with a ministry. Ephesians 4:11-12 reminds us that one reason we have offi-
cial church leaders is “to equip the saints for the work of ministry.” All Chris-
tians should see themselves as ministers and missionaries.  
     Throughout the New Testament, we find examples of normal Christians 
like you and me letting God use them for amazing things.  
     One example is a sister named Dorcas (Acts 9). Dorcas was “full of good 
works and acts of charity” (v.36). She was so important that when she died, 
the people in her area wouldn’t let her stay dead. They sent for Peter and 
asked him to heal her. When Peter raised her from the dead, “it became 
known throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord” (v.36).  
     Dorcas’ ministry of good works coupled with Peter’s ministry of healing 
led to spreading the gospel. We might say that because Dorcas made clothes, 
Peter had the opportunity to preach the gospel of reconciliation. Dorcas had 
a powerful ministry. “We have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us (2 Cor. 4:7).  
A Ministry of Reconciliation 

     Jesus commissioned his followers to “Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:19-20). 
When we become Christians, we fulfill that commission by taking the gospel 
wherever we go, as Christ commanded.  
     Each Christian has this privilege and this responsibility. Paul wrote, 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:17-20). 
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     In the preparation of the minister, we are 
seeking to answer to the question, “What 
qualifies a man to preach?” Is it education 
that qualifies him? Is it his age, marital 
status, or the size of his family? What of his 
natural abilities, the power of his voice, and 
the strength of his mind? Do these qualify 
him to preach? Do years of experience 
qualify a man to preach? Does his 
appearance, looks, and mannerisms 
disqualify him from being a gospel 
preacher?  

When perusing the classified ads for 
churches who are looking for ministers, one 
might get the idea that these are the qualifi-
cations for a preacher. Yet, none of these 
things truly qualify a man to preach or to 
aspire to become a preacher. There is only 
one qualification for a man to become a 
gospel preacher – his personal relationship 
with God. “Other foundation can no man 
lay” for a life in ministry than the 
preacher’s relationship with God. No 
amount of education or experience can con-
ceal a preacher’s poor relationship with 
God. Before he can ever begin to help oth-
ers reconcile their relationship with God, he 
must first be reconciled. Otherwise, the 
blind will be leading the blind. Any leader 
in the Lord’s church, whether he is an elder, 
a deacon, or a minister, must first take heed 
to himself and he must continue this path, 
avoiding all the devil’s pitfalls along the 
way. 

In the ministry of the word, the first soul 
to be changed and saved is that of the 
preacher. “Take heed to yourself” and 
“save yourself” – this is the beginning of 
Paul’s exhortation to Timothy. The 
preacher must exemplify the change he 
hopes to see in others. His relationship with 
God must be consecrated if he is to help 
others know the possibility of such a life. In 
fact, we can go as far to say, a preacher 
must be seeking life as it is truly meant to 
be lived, if he is to inspire others about the 
possibility of their living that life as well. 
“The things you have learned and received, 
heard and saw in me, do,” this must be the 

goal in life to the faithful minister of the 
gospel.  

A closeness must exist between the 
preacher and God. God becomes sanctified 
in the heart of the preacher. His words flow 
and his ministry exists because of his rela-
tionship with God. He is genuine. He is 
real. He is truly an ambassador for Christ. 
He is pleading with souls on Christ’s behalf 
to be reconciled to God.  

But “who is sufficient for these things?” 
(2 Corinthians 2:16) Preachers are human. 
They too are earthen vessels, weak, frail, 
and prone to err. Paul again provides the an-
swer, “our sufficiency is from God, who 
also made us sufficient as minsters of the 
new covenant” (2 Corinthians 3:5,6). Only 
God can qualify such men. Only can a 
man’s love for God qualify him in the eyes 
first of himself and then of the world. Only 
with a trusting, faithful relationship with 
God set as a foundation for ministry, can 
the preacher rightly be called a “man of 
God” and only a man of God will fulfill this 
calling.  

Men of God can be found throughout 
the Bible. Each time one is found, he is 
characterized most by his relationship with 
God. Abraham was a “friend of God.” Noah 
was a preacher of righteousness who found 
grace in the eyes of God because he walked 
with God. The Lord spoke to Moses “face 
to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” Da-
vid was a man “after God’s own heart.” Jer-
emiah was known by God before he was 
born. Daniel was “greatly beloved” of God. 
Ezekiel was trusted as a watchman over the 
Jewish people in captivity.  

Each of these men knew they were sent 
by God, worked for God, and answered to 
God. The supreme example of Jesus is for 
the preacher to be about his Father’s busi-
ness, to do the works of Him who sent him, 
and to preach His word without reservation. 
“Not my will, but Thy will be done” must 
be in the heart of every preacher who seeks 
to be a man of God.  

Yet, it is true that some sinners and 
saints alike will not always understand the 

devotion a preacher has to do the will of 
God and to speak the word of God. Some-
times preaching the truth will cause the 
preacher to have enemies. Sometimes these 
enemies “arise from among your own 
selves.” Sometimes a preacher becomes an 
enemy for preaching the truth (Galatians 
4:16). He must remain a servant of the 
Lord, rather than men. If he chooses to 
serve men, he cannot be the servant of 
Christ (Galatians 1:10). 

Only if the preacher’s relationship with 
God is most valued, will he preach “in sea-
son and out of season.” A preacher certainly 
must love his brethren and the souls of men, 
but he must love God more. Paul, like Eze-
kiel, was “free from the blood of all men” 
because he did not hesitate to preach the 
whole counsel of God.  

The great temptation the “professional” 
preacher faces is that of compromise. If he 
is content to speak to the brethren those 
“smooth things” that some want to hear, 
and to tickle their ears with fables, then 
their blood will be on his hands. If job se-
curity is more important to him than the 
eternal security of the souls entrusted to his 
teaching, he will have to answer to God.  

Considering the stricter judgment a 
preacher will face, James admonishes “be 
not many teachers.” It is unfortunate that 
some brethren will hold a preacher’s liveli-
hood over his head and dismiss him for 
preaching the whole counsel of God, but 
even such heart-wrenching events can be 
endured through steadfast love of the Lord. 
Even if everyone in his care forsakes him, 
the faithful gospel preacher remains in the 
trusted care and kind providence of the Al-
mighty God.  

Preachers must, therefore, guard their 
relationship with God. The man of God 
must treasure his relationship with God. 
“Keep your heart with all diligence!” Even 
in much fear and trembling, the faithful 
steward of the word can trust in God and 
His immeasurable grace to provide strength 
and comfort in times of need, despair, and 
distress. 
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Continued from Page 1: The Ministry of Reconciliation

    When we were reconciled with God 
through Christ, we received a ministry of 
reconciliation, we were entrusted with 
the message of reconciliation, and we 
became ambassadors for Christ (2 Cor. 
6:3; 9:1-2, 10-15).  

Who Do We Reconcile to God? 

     First, we must reconcile ourselves to 
God. We do this initially in our 
conversion, but reconciliation continues 
in our daily walk (1 John 1:9). As we 
gently restore our brethren, we must also 
watch ourselves (Gal. 6:1). When we 
were lost, we were enemies of God; “now 
that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 
by his life” (Rom. 5:10). Our primary 
goal is to “walk in the light” (1 John 1:7). 

     We were lost. Jesus came to reconcile 
us to God. To stay reconciled, we 
“continue in the grace of God” (Acts 
13:43).  

     We want to share the gospel of 
reconciliation with other people (Rom. 
5:11; Eph. 4:15). Jesus came to “seek and 
save the lost” (Luke 19:10). As His 
people, we want to be “fishers of men” 
like the early disciples (Mat. 4:19). 

     While sharing the gospel may look 
like going across the world, it may also 
look like going across the street. We want 
to reconcile former brothers and sisters 
who have fallen away. James wrote, “My 
brothers, if anyone among you wanders 
from the truth and someone brings him 
back, let him know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from his wandering will 
save his should from death and will cover 
a multitude of sins” (5:19-20). Consider 
also, “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lets 
you too be tempted. Bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” 
(Gal.6:1-2).  

     We were lost. Jesus came to reconcile 
us to God. Now we share a message of 
reconciliation with those who have never 
known Jesus and those who have walked 
away. 

     We must reconcile with our brethren. 
In Matthew 5:22-24, Jesus prioritized 
reconciliation over worship (Matt.5:22-
24). It’s not a competition, but our 
worship isn’t right without reconciliation 
among us. Jesus said,  

“But I say to you that everyone who is 
angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother 
will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell 
of fire. So if you are offering your gift at 
the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave 
your gift there before the altar and go. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and 
then come and offer your gift.” 

     Jesus expounds upon this in Matthew 
18:15: “If your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault.”  We believe 
these verses, but do we obey them? Can 
you name a time when you practiced 
reconciliation? Scripture is full of 
examples of reconciliation, providing 
solutions.  

     With Jacob and Esau, Jacob was 
wrong (Gen. 27), but he 
eventually showed 
humility (Genesis 32:3-
4). With Joseph, his 
brothers were wrong, 
but Joseph was still 
willing to reconcile 
(Genesis 50:20).  

     Onesimus seems to 
have been wrong in 
Phile. 1:11, and Paul 
asked Philemon for 
forgiveness and love 
(1:8-10, 17).  

     When Paul tried to join the disciples 
as a new Christian, they did not believe 
him and were afraid of him (Acts 9:26). 
Barnabas served as a minister of 
reconciliation and Paul  gained their 
acceptance (Acts 9:27-30).  

     Later, when Paul and John Mark had a 
disagreement, it was Barnabas who 
worked with John Mark to keep him 
involved in the ministry. At the end of his 
life, in his last biblical letter, Paul wrote, 
“Get Mark and bring him with you, for he 
is very useful to me for ministry.” 
Reconciliation overcame division.  

     Reconciliation may require going 
across the world, across the road, or 
across the auditorium. We were lost. 
Jesus came to reconcile us to God. We 
must practice a ministry of reconciliation 
within the church to maintain fellowship 
with all who are in fellowship with God. 

Your Ministry of Reconciliation 

     Each of us has a multi-faceted 
ministry of reconciliation. We are asked 
to save ourselves (Acts 2:40, Phil. 2:12), 
the lost (1 Tim. 4:16; Jude 1:21-23), our 
former brothers and sisters in Christ 
(James 5:19-20), and our relationships 
with the saved (Matt. 5:22-24; 18:15). 

     How old were you when you started 
your ministry? 
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Cody McCoy 

     Do you find it difficult to forgive 
others? Do you find it difficult to for-
give yourself? We must be willing to 
forgive ourselves and forgive others be-
cause God does . . . willingly. God’s 
greatness lies partially in His ability to 
forgive and forget. Since we have been 
forgiven, we forgive others (Matthew 
6:14-15). Then we need to put it out of 
our minds for good. For most of us, this 
is a difficult challenge. Think about 
these five aspects of God’s ability to be 
done with transgressions. 

     He is “The Great Stain Remover.” 
My wife has removed a lot of stains 
from the family clothing over the years 
– mud, blood, ketchup, chocolate, ink. 
But there have also been some stains 
she could not remove – paint, rust, and 
many unidentified stains. God is not 
like that. He can remove all stains from 
our spiritual garments. “Though your 
sins are like scarlet, They shall be as 
white as snow; Though they are red like 
crimson, They shall be as wool” (Isaiah 
1:18). There is no stain too stubborn for 
God to remove. In the New Testament, 
washing our sins away is a theme asso-
ciated with the forgiveness of our sins 
(1 Corinthians 6:11; Hebrews 10:22; 
Revelation 1:5; 7:14). It is reassuring to 
know our garments can be pure white 
again. 

     God is “The Great Eraser.” I can re-
member being in elementary school 
and making mistakes on my paper. I 
erased and erased and erased, but it was 
still there—my mistake, mostly gone—
but still there. Sometimes I tried to 
erase my mistake so hard, I tore the pa-
per.  

     With God, no erasing is partial. It is 
completely erased; there is not a trace 
of it in His mind. “I, even I, am He who 
blots out your transgressions for My 
own sake; And I will not remember 
your sins” (Isaiah 43:25). “Blots out” in 
the original language is the idea of not 
only erasing or obliterating but smooth-
ing over. There is not even a faint trace 
of my mistakes on my soul, unlike the 
erased paper. My soul is like new.   

     God is “The Great Forgetter.” The 
second part of that verse in Isaiah high-
lights God’s ability to forget, which you 
and I do not have. In Jeremiah 31:34, 
God tells the prophet, “And I will re-
member their sin no more.” We re-visit 
old sins far too often; we keep them too 
close in our minds. We allow them to 
discourage us over and over. For-
giveness of sins should give us comfort 
and encourage us to move forward. 

     He is “The Great Separator.” Think 
about this incredible declaration: “As 
far as the east is from the west, So far 
has He removed our transgressions 
from us” (Psalm 103:12). If you travel 
north long enough, you reach the North 
pole then you begin traveling south. 
However, if you travel east, then you 
are always traveling east. If you are 
traveling west, you are always traveling 
west. The known universe is 13.3 bil-
lion light years wide. Light travels at 
186,000 miles per second. Doing sim-
ple math, one light year is 5.88 trillion 
miles x 13.3 billion years 

     The number you get is astounding! 
Seventy-six sextillion, two hundred and 
fifty-four quintillion, forty-eight quad-
rillion, and some odd miles away. God 

is separating you from your sin in such 
a dramatic fashion so you can under-
stand the true meaning of forgiveness. 
It is gone. 

     Finally, God is “The Great Hider.” 
My mom was a great Easter egg hider, 
but we always found them. My children 
were great at hide-and-seek, but we al-
ways found them. God said He will cast 
our sins into the depths of the sea. Did 
you know Marianas Trench is the deep-
est place on earth? Only a couple of 
men have ever been to the place called 
the Challenger Deep at over 35,000 
feet. That is almost seven miles into the 
ocean. The Titanic was found at 12,500 
feet; it would have to fall two more 
times to reach that depth. When James 
Cameron attempted a submarine dive, 
there was so much pressure on his ves-
sel that his batteries started to fade, his 
sonar failed, and some of his thrusters 
quit working. God cast our sins so far 
down because they are not to be ex-
plored anymore. He does not want us to 
find them. 

     How are you doing with sins that 
have been forgiven? Are you letting go 
of your sins that God has forgiven? 
Have you forgotten the sins you have 
forgiven in others? When you take care 
of them the right way, with repentance 
and confession, God takes those sins to 
places you should not go. So let them 
go. When you hang onto your sins or 
the sins of others against you, you are 
denying the power of God to forgive 
them. Do not be haunted by sins God 
has cleansed, erased, forgotten, sepa-
rated, and hidden. This freedom will al-
low you to serve Him better and love 
Him more.
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     Have you ever wondered why a bird 
sleeping on its perch never falls off? The 
secret is the tendons of the bird’s legs. 
They are so constructed that when the 
leg is bent at the knee, the claws contract 
and grip like a steel trap. The claws re-
fuse to let go until the knees are unbent 
again. The bended knee gives the bird 
the ability to hold on to his perch. It 
gives it stability in its life. 

     Just like a bird’s bent knee helps that 
bird stay balanced and safe through the 
long hours of darkness, a knee bent in 
prayer enables a Christian to get a firmer 
grip on life as well as the wisdom needed 
for decision making. 

     A man working in an ice factory lost a 
valuable watch. His fellow workmen 
searched with him for more than two 
hours through the sawdust on which the 
ice was stored, but they were unable to 
find it. They left the plant for lunch and 
returned to find a little boy with the watch 
in his hand. “How ever did you find it?” 
they inquired. He replied, “I just lay 
down in the sawdust and heard it ticking.” 

     Sometimes we try to find God in our 
business, our activity, and our noise, but 
we cannot find God that way. We must be 
still and quiet; then we can know that He 
is God. 

     How often do you pray about the de-
cisions of life? What did Jesus do when 
he was faced with a big decision? He 
prayed. Simply that. He prayed. We want 
to be like Jesus, so we should look to him 
for ways to deal with all of life’s strug-
gles. He felt the same temptations and 

pain that we feel, but because He was 
locked into a relationship with God, He 
was able to overcome everything and do 
the will of the Father. 

     People often think they are too busy to 
pray, but that is a matter of priorities. We 
are too busy not to pray. We are so busy 
now that without prayer, we could not 
make it through the day.  

     “The LORD detests the sacrifice of the 
wicked, but the prayer of the upright 
pleases Him” (Proverbs 15:8). 

     “He will respond to the prayer of the 
destitute; He will not despise their plea” 
(Psalm 102:17). 

     “Is anyone among you in trouble? Let 
them pray” (James 5:13). 
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    C.B. Arnett was the first person in 
the Southeastern United States to im-
port antiques and other items from Eu-
rope.  I met Mr. Arnett when I worked 
for him to earn some extra money as a 
student at MTSU. As we interacted 
over a ten-year period of time, he 
shared some very interesting stories re-
garding his quest for antiques at various 
European destinations.  

      As he searched for antiques, he 
found some in the most unusual of 
places.  One source he sometimes con-
sidered was the sale of unclaimed items 
of various airlines that served European 
hubs. He found some unique items such 
as a miniature horse drawn carriage that 
he maintained in his home. He also pur-
chased a piece of Russian artwork that 
he bought from an abandoned items 
bend.  At the time of purchase, the art-
work had been broken into two pieces 
but was otherwise very pretty. 

     After arriving back in the states, he 
took the two pieces of broken art and 
carefully glued them back together.  To 
look at the art, one might not think 
much of it.  It was part of an old trunk 
in the shape of an arch that had a reli-
gious image painted on it. Upon ap-
praisal at his estate sale, the Russian 
iconographic art appraised for ten thou-
sand dollars.  Who could have imagined 

that an old broken piece of artwork 
would be so valuable. 

     Just like the painting in the preced-
ing paragraphs, many people feel bro-
ken and unworthy of God’s love.  God 
can take things that are broken, mend 
them, and make them better than they 
were before. Invariably there are people 
who will respond to the preceding sen-
tence by saying, “You have no idea 
about the terrible things I have done.” 

     As human beings, we tend to rank 
the severity of various sins.  Most rea-
son that murder is the worst possible 
thing that a person can be guilty of in 
this life.  Other sins tend to fall beneath 
this one regarding human rationales.  
The sentencing in human judicial sys-
tems follows this same reasoning and 
the punishments are tailored to suit the 
crime depending upon the severity of 
the crime committed. 

     Even so, God can forgive any sin 
that a person is willing to repent of in 
their life.  When one considers the long 
list of transgressions that Paul gives re-
garding the former sins of the Corin-
thian brethren, it becomes evident that 
they had been guilty of every possible 
transgression. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
says, “Do you not know that the 

unrighteous will not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not be deceived. Nei-
ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will 
inherit the kingdom of God.” These sins 
typically make the top of the list of 
wrongs that we sometimes think of 
from a human standpoint. 

     Even so, they were able to obtain the 
forgiveness that is found for those in 
Christ. Notice the later part of the pas-
sage. 1 Corinthians 6:11 says, “And 
such were some of you. But you were 
washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our 
God.”  Simply stated, they repented and 
were baptized (Cf. Acts 2:38).  

     Not listed among the sins that Paul 
enumerates in  1 Corinthians 6:9-10 is 
the sin of murder.  While it is not men-
tioned, we know that it is a sin for 
which one can receive forgiveness.  Af-
ter all the same Paul who penned these 
words was guilty of conspiring to mur-
der a good man named Stephen in the 
book of Acts. Acts 8:1a says, “Now 
Saul was consenting to his death…”   

     At the point of baptism, all of Paul’s 
sins—even the sin of murder—were 
washed away.  Acts 22:16 says, “And 
now why are you waiting? Arise and be 
baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.”  If 
God can forgive one who murdered in-
nocent Christians, He can potentially 
forgive humankind of the most egre-
gious sins through obedience to the 
gospel.   

     Obedience to the gospel saved Paul, 
and it saved the brethren at Corinth. 1 
Corinthians 15:1-2 says, “Moreover, 
brethren, I declare to you the gospel 
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which I preached to you, which also 
you received and in which you stand, 
by which also you are saved, if you hold 
fast that word which I preached to 
you—unless you believed in vain.”  

     The most despicable act of sin does 
not stop with the murder of innocent 
Christians.  It was committed at Cal-
vary with the murder of Jesus Christ.  
Several of the ten commandments were 
broken so that the Sanhedrin could 
murder the Messiah.   

     Even so, God was willing to forgive 
those who murdered His Son in the 
most cruel manner imaginable.  Luke 
23:34 says, “Then Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know 
what they do.’ And they divided His 
garments and cast lots.”  While we 
sometimes think about those who phys-
ically lied, convicted, and nailed Jesus 

to the tree as being most accountable 
for His death, the reality of things is all 
our sins nailed Jesus to that tree. 

     Inasmuch as we have all sinned, we 
all have a part in murdering the Son of 
God.  Our sins—the “big” ones and the 
“little” ones—nailed Jesus to the cross.  
1 Peter 2:24 says, “Who Himself bore 
our sins in His own body on the tree, 
that we, having died to sins, might live 
for righteousness—by whose stripes 
you were healed.” 

     We are broken from our sins.  This 
brokenness can only be fixed by Jesus’ 
sacrifice. Furthermore, 1 Corinthians 
15:3-4 says, “For I delivered to you 
first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, and that He was bur-
ied, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures.”       

     Sadly, there are some so broken that 
they do not know what to do to be make 
“whole” again from their transgres-
sions.  God offers salvation to all those 
humble enough to acknowledge their 
wrongs and seek the proper remedy for 
their sins (Jamess 4:6-10).   

     You might be broken from your sin, 
but you have great value in the eyes of 
God.  Consider Romans 5:5-8 which 
says, “Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been 
poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us. For when 
we were still without strength, in due 
time Christ died for the ungodly. For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one 
die; yet perhaps for a good man some-
one would even dare to die. But God 
demonstrates His own love toward us, 
in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 
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     Books Shipped  

     We recently shipped 49 boxes of books 
(numbering between 800-1000 books) as 
well as tracts and periodicals to Mission 
Printing in Arlington, Texas. Mission Print-
ing will help us ship the books to the West 
Coast School of Preaching in Ghana and 
Asian Christian University in the Philip-
pines.  

     I hope to continue supplying schools with 
books and make this a regular facet of our 
work. If you have or know of someone – 
possibly a retired preacher – who is looking 
to donate a portion of his library to a worthy 
cause, please contact us.  

Possible Travel Plans 

     Nothing has been set for certain yet, but 
I have an opportunity to take part in an evan-
gelistic campaign in the Philippines this sum-
mer and have been invited to return to 
South Africa this fall. Please pray for these 
plans to be fulfilled. 

Laying the Foundation 

     Much of my work in the first quarter of 
2024 has focused on laying the foundation 
for the Legacy Bible Institute. We have 
plenty of prospective students – too many 
actually – which is great. But before we begin 
teaching courses, we must lay the founda-
tion.  

     We are currently looking into establish-
ing the school as a non-profit organization. 
We are also seeking to ascertain if state li-
censing will be required. Each of these will 
require assembling a board of directors, for-
mulating a school catalog, faculty handbook, 

etc. It’s not glamorous work, but it is neces-
sary.  

     Thankfully, God has providentially 
blessed us with people who are experts in 
this field. We cannot complete a strong 
foundation without surrounding ourselves 
with quality people to assist us in the work. 
As the work develops, I hope to have more 
good news and updates to share.  

     The curriculum for the courses to be of-
fered is also near completion. The degree 
we intend to offer will focus on doctrinal 
studies. Many of the students will have com-
pleted studies in the books of the Bible but 
will need more attention given to the doc-
trines of the Bible. 

     Our courses will seek to educate 
them on doctrinal matters, while en-
deavoring to answer their questions, 
and equip them with the knowledge to 
instruct others in their respective minis-
tries.  

     The capabilities for online courses 
will cut down on the costs of travel, but 
many of these students will still need to 
purchase laptops and secure wi-fi con-
nections. We will also be supplying 
each student with a digital library con-
sisting of 22,000 volumes. 

     Marketing is also something I have 
been looking into more seriously. We 
are looking into website construction 
and a YouTube channel for the school. 
As I said, it’s not glamorous work, but 
it’s necessary. We hope to have as 
many wrinkles ironed out as possible 
before classes begin.  

     I covet your prayers and thank God 
for you!  

      Andy Erwin 

            andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com 
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     “For [1] we did not follow cunningly 
devised fables when we made known to 
you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of 
His majesty. [2] For He received from 
God the Father honor and glory when 
such a voice came to Him from the Ex-
cellent Glory: ‘This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.’ And we 
heard this voice which came from 
heaven when we were with Him on the 
holy mountain. [3] And so we have the 
prophetic word confirmed, which you 
do well to heed as a light that shines in 
a dark place, until the day dawns and 
the morning star rises in your hearts; [4] 
knowing this first, that no prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion, for prophecy never came by the 
will of man, but holy men of God spoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” 
(2 Peter 1:16-21) (the numbers in 
brackets were added for clarity in this 
article) 

     1. Neither the Old Testament 
prophecies nor their fulfillment were 
made-up “myths” (“fables” is the 
word “myths”=tales, stories, lore, etc.). 
People who make allegorical 

applications of miracles or fulfilled 
prophecies disqualify themselves as 
“disciples” of God’s Word. Jesus’ 
question to the Sadducees: “have you 
not read in the book of Moses” (Mark 
12:26) must be answered with “Abso-
lutely Not!” Only those ignorant of the 
New Testament can be easily misled. 
“Be diligent to present yourself ap-
proved to God, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. But shun profane and 
idle babblings, for they will increase to 
more ungodliness” (2 Timothy 2:15-
16).  

     2. Peter repeats his eyewitness ac-
count of Jesus’ Transfiguration 
(Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-9; Luke 
9:28-36). He saw Jesus receive “the 
honor and glory” from “God the Fa-
ther” to become “His Majesty.” He 
heard “the Excellent Glory” say, “This 
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.” Both sight and sound were ac-
curately recorded in Scripture, and Pe-
ter is leaving “a reminder of these 
things after my decease” (2 Peter 
1:15). Peter, James and John witnessed 
this transfiguration, so John later could 

write: “That which was from the begin-
ning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we have 
looked upon, and our hands have han-
dled, concerning the Word of life-- the 
life was manifested, and we have seen, 
and bear witness, and declare to you 
that eternal life which was with the Fa-
ther and was manifested to us-- that 
which we have seen and heard we de-
clare to you, that you also may have fel-
lowship with us; and truly our fellow-
ship is with the Father and with His Son 
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:1-3). These are 
God-inspired, Holy Spirit-controlled, 
written records of this event in the life 
of Christ. If this is an accurately rec-
orded event, then there is no reason, 
whatsoever, to doubt that every other 
fact of Jesus’ life has also been pre-
cisely written and preserved by the 
Holy Spirit.  

     3. This is God’s Pattern for show-
ing fulfillment(s) of Bible prophecies. 
“And so” is saying, “after this manner,” 
or “following this procedure.” The New 
Testament documents give facts which 
confirm Old Testament prophecies. 
With the “prophetic word confirmed,” 
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it is as clear as light shining through 
darkness, or of the day star of dawn. We 
would use the expression “a light of un-
derstanding has turned on in our 
minds.” It is distressing to see millions 
misled from prophetical accuracy by ig-
noring the clear fulfillment in the New 
Testament! God knew what His proph-
ecies meant and what, exactly, is their 
fulfillment, therefore, only the fulfill-
ment interprets the prophecy! Here is a 
few of the hundreds of prophecies ful-
filled in Jesus Christ: 

1) God promised Abraham: “In your 
seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My 
voice” (Genesis 22:18). The New Tes-
tament interpretation is: “Now to Abra-
ham and his Seed were the promises 
made. He does not say, ‘And to seeds,’ 
as of many, but as of one, ‘And to your 
Seed,’ who is Christ” (Galatians 3:16). 
“And so” we have another “prophetic 
word confirmed.” 

2) God said through David: “For You 
will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor 
will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption” (Psalm 16:10). In the New 
Testament, Peter preached: “For You 
will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor 
will You allow Your Holy One to see 
corruption… Therefore, being a 
prophet, and knowing that God had 
sworn with an oath to him that of the 
fruit of his body, according to the flesh, 
He would raise up the Christ to sit on 

his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke 
concerning the resurrection of the 
Christ, that His soul was not left in 
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
This Jesus God has raised up, of which 
we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:27, 30-
32). Peter and the Apostles personally 
witnessed the fulfillment of God’s 
prophecy through David in the Old Tes-
tament, “and so” we have another 
“prophetic word confirmed.” The New 
Testament begins with the Book of 
Matthew which freely quotes Old Tes-
tament prophecies and their fulfill-
ment(s), and the church of Christ began 
on Pentecost preaching prophecies ful-
filled in Jesus Christ!  

3) God said through Isaiah: “There-
fore the Lord Himself will give you a 
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14). The New 
Testament records: “So all this was 
done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, saying: ‘Behold, the virgin 
shall be with child, and bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel, 
which is translated, ‘God with us’” 
(Matthew 1:22-23). God promised 
through Isaiah and noted its fulfillment 
through Matthew. Never were the con-
ditions given in Isaiah fully met nor 
identified by God as applying to any 
other persons before this virgin, Mary, 
and her baby, Jesus. Therefore 

“Immanuel, which is translated, ‘God 
with us” has never applied to anyone 
other than this Jesus (Matthew 1:23). 
“And so” we have another “prophetic 
word confirmed.”  

     4. Therefore, “No prophecy of 
Scripture is of any private interpre-
tation.” Actually, “interpretation” re-
fers to “opening the meaning,” and 
since “prophecy never came by the will 
of man,” i.e., humans were not left to 
their own imagination or literary de-
vices, then the only other source of Bi-
ble information is from “holy men of 
God [who] spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit.” Since God knew 
ahead of time what would happen and 
He moved prophets to accurately record 
it (Old Testament), then He inspired 
men who accurately revealed the events 
which fulfilled, or completely met, the 
details in those prophecies (New Testa-
ment). “And so” we have all “pro-
phetic word[s] confirmed.”  

     Since Bible “faith comes by hearing, 
and hearing by the word of God” (Ro-
mans 10:17), it is essential that we 
“may be mindful of the words which 
were spoken before by the holy proph-
ets, and of the commandment of us, the 
apostles of the Lord and Savior” (2 Pe-
ter 3:2). Don’t ever listen to those who 
preach “unfulfilled prophecies,” be-
cause they do not have God’s 
knowledge to make the proper applica-
tion(s).  

 

James 1:19-21 

Introduction: 

1. I heard someone suggest that there are three things every young preacher needs to learn: (1) How to stand up; (2) 
How to speak up; (3) How to shut up!  Possibly that advice came after over exposure to some old preacher. 
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2. I read where a young man was sent to Socrates to learn oratory.  On being introduced to the philosopher he talked 
so incessantly that Socrates asked for double fees.  “Why charge me double?” asked the young fellow. “Because”, 
replied the orator, “I must teach you two sciences, the one how to hold your tongue, the other how to speak.” 

3. Brother James wrote of Christian Living and his epistle is full of practical instruction.  These three verses place 
before us four practical rules to follow. 

Discussion: 

I. A Rule For The Ear. 

A. “Be swift to hear.” Eager, ready to hear.  Matt. 13:23 

B. Some folks are very eager to hear the wrong things. 

1. Eve heard Satan, and what she wanted to hear. 

2. Some are ready to hear gossip, slander, lies, etc. 

C. Ready to hear the word of God (see verses 18, 21, 22). 

II. A Rule For The Tongue. 

A. Be “slow to speak”.  Cautious about words. 

B. Hear what Solomon said:  Prov. 29:20; Eccl. 5:2. 

C. “The talking man makes himself artificially deaf, being like a man in the steeple when the bells ring.” 

III. A Rule For The Temper. 

A. Be “slow to wrath”.  Display of temper. 

B. Carnal anger, like other sins, can keep one out of the kingdom of God.  Gal. 5:19-21 

C. Wrath is a failure to work the righteousness of God.  Prov. 14:17; 16:32; Ecc. 7:9. “It is impossible that the 
bitter root of wrath can produce the sweet fruit of righteousness.” 

IV. A Rule For The Conduct. 

A. “Wherefore lay apart” (Put off: Col. 3:8) 

1. “All filthiness” – Sin is a defiling thing! 

2. “Superfluity of naughtiness” – the overflowing of badness and vice. 

B. We cannot expect some “miracle” to expel these things.   

C. We must receive the word of God. 

1. It is the seed of the kingdom. 

2. “With meekness” – In humility, not in the spirit of resentment. 

3. It can save the soul.  Rom. 1:16; Acts 20:32 

Conclusion: 

1. There are three classes of men: (1) Those who neither hear or do the word; (2) Those who hear it but do it not; (3) 
Those who both hear and do it. 

2. Herod listened to John the Baptist gladly and did many things, but not one thing needful.  Mark 6:20                                                                   

-Mike Kiser 
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     When Adoniah Judson went as a 
missionary to Burma, he was soon put 
into prison.  An enemy ridiculed him, 
saying, “How bright are your prospects 
now?” Judson replied, “Only as bright 
as the promises of God.” While Judson 
did not understand the New Testament 
church, he understood that much. 

     God is a promise-keeping God 
(Joshua 22:4, “as he promised”). “God 
is faithful, by whom ye were called 
unto the fellowship of his Son” (1 Co-
rinthians 1:9). God made no promise or 
threat that He did not keep. His prom-
ises rest on four pillars: 

o Omnipotence (He can do what He 
promised, Genesis 18:14). 

o Omniscience (He will not forget 
what He promised, Proverbs 15:3). 

o Omnibenevolence (He will not 
tease us with promises He does not 
intend to keep, 1 John 4:8). 

o Integrity (He cannot lie, Titus 1:2).  

     God gave exceeding great and pre-
cious promises (2 Peter 3:9). Consider 
three: 

GOD PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF 
OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS.  

     He taught us to pray: “Give us this 
day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). 
He will provide our meals as surely as 
He set a table of manna for His people 
in the wilderness for forty years (Exo-
dus 16-Joshua 5:12). Jesus said, “Seek 

ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33; cf. 
Psalm 37:25). Harry Ironside had D.L. 
Moody’s Bible for what he called a 
“never-to-be-forgotten” night, and no-
ticed in the margin by Philippians 4:19 
these notes: 

The Christian’s Bank Note:  

President of the Bank: “My God” 

Promise to Pay: “Shall Supply” 

The Amount: “All you need” 

The Capital of the Bank: “According to 
his riches in glory” 

The Cashier’s Name: “Christ Jesus” 

GOD PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF 
OUR EMOTIONAL NEEDS.  

     We can cast our cares upon Him (1 
Peter 5:7). He will never leave nor for-
sake us (Hebrews 13:5).  

     A minister was traveling on a train 
with a young man. The youth was reli-
gious, but weak in faith, and had many 
temptations. He told the preacher he did 
not think he would be able to stand life 
a week longer. The minister reached 
into his pocket and took out a Bible and 
a pocketknife, and said, “I will make 
this pocketknife stand on this Bible, in 
spite of the rocking of the train.” The 
young man, thinking it was a trick, said, 
“That will not be easy to do, sir.”  “But 

I am doing it.” The youth said, “But you 
are holding it.” The minister said, 
“Why, of course; did you ever hear of a 
pocketknife standing up without being 
held?” The young man said, “I see. You 
mean to teach me that I cannot stand 
unless Christ holds me.” 

     God has promised to comfort those 
in sorrow (Isaiah 66:13; Psalm 147:3). 
He is so good at it, He is called “the 
God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians 1:3). 
What methods does God use to comfort 
us?  

o His Word (Romans 15:4; 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:18); 

o His People (2 Corinthians 1:4; Ro-
mans 12:15); examples: Mary and 
Martha (John 11:35); the widow of 
Nain (Luke 7:11-18); the friends of 
Dorcas (Acts 9:36-43);  

o Answers to Prayer (James 5:13; cf. 
2 Kings 19:14; Job 34:28; Psalm 
43:1; 73; Acts 16);  

o Knowledge of the resurrection (1 
Thessalonians 4:13-18).  

As the songwriter put it: 

Does Jesus care when I’ve said ‘good-
by’ 

To the dearest on earth to me, 

And my sad heart aches till it nearly 
breaks— 

Is it aught to Him? Does He see? 
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O yes, He cares; I know He cares, 

His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long 
nights dreary, 

I know my Savior cares. 

     He gives us hope. We will one day 
get to go to a better place (2 Cor. 4:17-
5:1; Jn. 14:1-3). 

GOD PROMISED TO TAKE CARE OF 
OUR SPIRITUAL NEEDS.  

     God is the only one who can heal all 
the soul’s diseases. God made provi-
sions in Christ for a common salvation 
(Jude 1:3). Christ made it possible 
through His blood (Ephesians 1:6-7). 

     God promised He will not allow us 
to be tempted above that which we are 
able to bear (1 Corinthians 10:13). He 
knows how to deliver from temptation 
(2 Peter 2:9; Jude 1:24; cf. Matthew 
4:1-11). We play in the process, of 
course, but Peter said that God will de-
liver the godly out of temptation (cf. 
John 8:31; 14:15). 

     The Lord will take care of us in the 
hour of death (Psalm 23). A little girl 
was brought to a doctor with an eyelid 
cut. He thought it best not to give her 
any anesthetic, so he asked her if she 
could keep from jumping when he used 
the needle. She answered, “I can, if 
Daddy will hold my hand.” And she 
never flinched.  

     We can go the chilly waters of death 
without flinching if we hold Jesus’ 
hand. Consider the example of Moses 
(Deuteronomy 34:1-7), Lazarus (Luke 
16:19-31), and the thief on the cross 
(Luke 23:43). If we can live without re-
grets, we can live without fear. One 
man said, “No man ever regretted being 
a Christian on his deathbed” (Psalm 
116:15). Death is only the passing into 

the new world where we can live with 
God. 

     The next time your prospects begin 
to look dim, turn on the light of God’s 
promises. 

(Material for this article was adapted 
from a sermon and unpublished class 
notes by Wendell Winkler.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

16   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Thanks for Reading! 
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