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Andy Erwin

The September—October issue of the
Gospel Gleaner consists of articles pri-
marily intended to introduce Christ to
our friends and to remind readers of His
greatness and glory. We have articles
from a few who write regularly for the
paper and an article from a first-time
writer as well.

In this issue we have Jeff Archey
writing for the first time in the Gospel
Gleaner. Jeff is the voice of the Interna-
tional Gospel Hour. IGH has been a
work of the West Fayetteville congrega-
tion for 25 years or so. The program is
one of the oldest continually running re-
ligious broadcasts in America, and Jeff
is doing a great job in a great work.

The remaining contributors to this is-
sue have written for the Gleaner before.
You will find their articles to be on par
with previous works, which is to say
outstanding! 1 appreciate these men and
their willingness to teach you (and me)
through their writings. None of these
men are paid for their work with the
Gleaner. 1t is truly a labor of love, and
we appreciate them for it.

We pray this issue will help every
reader grow in God’s grace and
knowledge. What a topic! It does not get
any better than the love of God mani-
fested in the Son of God. May we each
be encouraged to love the Lord, His
word, and His church!

Gospel Gleaner|1



Our Need for Christ

Ronald Bryant

We need Christ! In every aspect
that need is greater than all our other
needs. Individually and collectively, as
followers of Christ, we stand in con-
stant need of Him. As His followers,
we stand in real need of His love and
mercy and of His wisdom and power.
We stand in need of His strength and
understanding. We stand in need of
what He alone can supply.

Preachers Need Christ

Each preacher of the gospel of
Christ, and everyone who labors to
teach God’s word, stands in need of
Christ. Each one stands in need of His
guidance and strength. Each one stands
in need of His influence and assurance.
Each one stands in need of His exam-
ple and honor. Each exists to proclaim
and exalt Him, to labor to lead eternal
souls to Him. Each is a servant of
Christ and is ruled by uncompromising
faith in Him and love for Him. Each is
privileged to be humbled by this need
of Him. That need is real and is to be a
compelling force.

Paul wrote of the necessity that he
faced as a proclaimer of Christ. “Woe
is unto me, if | preach not the gospel”
(1 Cor. 9:16). He instructed Timothy of
the great necessity of preaching the
word (2 Tim. 4:2). He spoke elo-
quently of the manner of his life, stat-
ing, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to
die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). He knew his
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need of Christ. Yet, how many preach-
ers are ruled by their need of Christ?

Elders Need Christ

Each elder in the Lord’s church
stands in need of Christ. The elders
stand as the shepherds of the flock
(Acts 20:28). They watch for souls
(Heb. 13:17). In every aspect of their
role and each decision made, they look
to the Chief Shepherd (1 Pet. 5:1-
5). He is their guide, and they know
their need of Him. They are ruled by
their need of Christ. He is their Lord,
and they are His blessed servants. They
need Him, for He is their Lord and their
only hope.

He is, therefore, central in their
thinking and in their labors. They need
to follow Christ that they may lead oth-
ers to Him. It is as they realize their
need of Christ that they are enabled to
serve the flock over which they are
overseers. They lead others in service
and labor to equip them for greater ser-
vice. How many elders give prayerful
attention to their need of Christ?

Deacons Need Christ

Every deacon is an honored servant.
Each one stands in need of Christ. Each
is to be ruled by his own personal need
of Christ. They are men of God, called
of God to serve in the local congrega-
tion. They serve Him and seek to honor
Him. In reality, they serve Him as they



serve others—as they see to the needs
of the congregation (study Acts 6:1-6).
They need Christ to help them do their
various labors and as they fulfill their
role in the body. They need Christ to
guide and encourage them, as they fol-
low His example—“He went about do-
ing good” (Acts 10:38). They are priv-
ileged to love the church as did Christ.
They are ruled by the fact that He has
called them to be His servants. How
many deacons give careful attention to
their personal need of Christ?

Fathers Need Christ

Each father stands in need of Christ.
Each father stands in need of being
ruled by the fact that his family belongs
to Christ. As a father, one has the per-
fect example and guide—his heavenly
Father.

Through faith and adoration of
Christ, a father can fulfill his role to
bring his children up in “the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:1-
4). Each father is enabled to find the
help he needs in fulfilling his role to
lead his family in the “nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.” He is thus ena-
bled to provide for and protect his fam-
ily and to be the head that the Lord de-
sires (Eph. 5:23ff.).

With Christ as his Lord, Savior,
friend, and guide, he can confess his
need of Christ. He can also know the
great blessing that is his as a father.
How many fathers prayerfully consider
their need of Christ?

Mothers Need Christ

Each mother stands in need of
Christ. The role of each mother is ruled
by the example of Christ. His love and
kindness, His strength and holy pur-
pose stand as a constant guide.

He alone can equip and lead them in
the tremendous role of mother. Chil-
dren are a gift from God. He is the au-
thor of life, and He is the author of life
in the family. Each child is an eternal
soul. The rearing of each child in the
family is the duty of husband and wife.
Each is called upon to fulfill their role.
Who can properly estimate the role of
a godly mother in the molding of a
child? The tenderness and care of each
mother is vital to the honoring of God.
The role of mother is central to God’s
plan. The mother’s need of Christ is a
stabilizing force. How many mothers
give attention to their need of Christ?

Children Need Christ

Each child needs Christ. He is to be
central in the life of each child. It is in
His character that a child can find and
embrace one’s role in life. The exalted
place that Christ is to secure in the
heart of each person is the place that is
to receive the greatest attention.

Each child needs to know Christ as
He is revealed in the Bible. Each child
needs to know the love and compas-
sion of Christ, and His constancy as
Lord and Savior. Children need to be
molded in a home life that is ruled by
prayer and praise, joy and peace. That
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which Christ supplies is the great need
of each child. How great is that need?

Churches Need Christ

Each local congregation needs
Christ. He is needed not simply as a
subject for sermons or lessons, but as
Savior and Lord. The need to worship
and serve Him, to exalt His name, and
to love and know Him each day is the
heartbeat of the church.

The congregation that is ruled by an
awareness of Christ, and by the desire
to simply know and honor Him, will be
a light in its community and beyond. It
is in hungering and thirsting after right-
eousness that a congregation is enabled
to grow and can then serve as did
Christ. No matter the number in attend-
ance, the focus is specific; it is the real
need for Christ that is to prevail.

Prophecies Foretelling Christ

John T. Polk Il

“For [1] we did not follow cun-
ningly devised fables when we made
known to you the power and coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewit-
nesses of His majesty. [2] For He re-
ceived from God the Father honor and
glory when such a voice came to Him
from the Excellent Glory: ‘This is My
beloved Son, in whom | am well
pleased.” And we heard this voice
which came from heaven when we
were with Him on the holy mountain.
[3] And so we have the prophetic word
confirmed, which you do well to heed
as a light that shines in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts; [4] knowing
this first, that no prophecy of Scripture
is of any private interpretation, for
prophecy never came by the will of
man, but holy men of God spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2
Peter 1:16-21). (The numbers in brack-
ets were added for clarity in this arti-
cle)
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The Accuracy of Scripture

Neither the Old Testament prophe-
cies nor their fulfillment were made-up
“myths.” “Fables,” or “myths,” carries
the idea of tales, stories, lore, etc. Peo-
ple who make allegorical applications
of miracles or fulfilled prophecies dis-
qualify themselves as “disciples” of
God’s word.

Jesus’ question to the Sadducees:
“Have you not read in the book of Mo-
ses?” (Mark 12:26) must be answered
with “Absolutely not!” Likewise, only
those ignorant of the New Testament
can be easily misled. “Be diligent to
present yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth. But shun profane and idle bab-
blings, for they will increase to more
ungodliness” (2 Timothy 2:15-16).

Peter repeats his eyewitness ac-
count of Jesus’ transfiguration



(Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9:2-9; Luke
9:28-36). He saw Jesus receive “the
honor and glory” from “God the Fa-
ther” to become “His Majesty.” He
heard “the Excellent Glory” say, “This
is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.” Both sight and sound were
accurately recorded in Scripture, and
Peter is leaving “a reminder of these
things after my decease” (2 Peter 1:15).

Peter, James, and John witnessed
this transfiguration, so John later could
write: “That which was from the begin-
ning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have
handled, concerning the Word of life—
the life was manifested, and we have
seen, and bear witness, and declare to
you that eternal life which was with the
Father and was manifested to us—that
which we have seen and heard we de-
clare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fel-
lowship is with the Father and with His
Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:1-3).

These are God-inspired, Holy
Spirit-controlled, written records of
this event in the life of Christ. If this is
an accurately recorded event, then
there is no reason, whatsoever, to
doubt that every other fact of Jesus’ life
has also been precisely written and pre-
served by the Holy Spirit.

This is God’s pattern for showing
fulfillment of Bible prophecies. “And
so” is saying, “after this manner,” or
“following this procedure.” The New
Testament documents give facts which

confirm Old Testament prophecies.
With the “prophetic word confirmed,”
it is as clear as light shining through
darkness, or of the day star of dawn.
We would use the expression “a light
of understanding has turned on in our
minds.”

It is distressing to see millions mis-
led from prophetical accuracy by ig-
noring the clear fulfillment in the New
Testament! God knew what His proph-
ecies meant and what, exactly, was
their fulfillment. Therefore, only the
fulfillment interprets the prophecy!

Prophecies Fulfilled in Christ

Here are a few of the hundreds of
prophecies fulfilled in Jesus Christ:

1) God promised Abraham: “In
your seed all the nations of the earth
shall be blessed, because you have
obeyed My voice” (Genesis 22:18).
The New Testament interpretation is:
“Now to Abraham and his Seed were
the promises made. He does not say,
‘And to seeds,” as of many, but as of
one, ‘And to your Seed,” who is Christ”
(Galatians 3:16). “And so” we have an-
other “prophetic word confirmed.”

2) God said through David: “For
You will not leave my soul in Sheol,
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to
see corruption” (Psalm 16:10). In the
New Testament, Peter preached: “For
You will not leave my soul in Hades,
Nor will You allow Your Holy One to
see corruption...Therefore, being a
prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the
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fruit of his body, according to the flesh,
He would raise up the Christ to sit on
his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke
concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in
Hades, nor did His flesh see corrup-
tion. This Jesus God has raised up, of
which we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:27,
30-32).

Peter and the apostles personally
witnessed the fulfillment of God’s
prophecy through David in the Old
Testament, “and so” we have another
“prophetic word confirmed.” The New
Testament begins with the book of
Matthew, which freely quotes Old Tes-
tament prophecies and their fulfill-
ment(s), and the church of Christ be-
gan on Pentecost preaching prophecies
fulfilled in Jesus Christ!

3) God said through Isaiah: “There-
fore the Lord Himself will give you a
sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).

The New Testament records: “So
all this was done that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying: ‘Behold,
the virgin shall be with child, and bear
a Son, and they shall call His name Im-
manuel,” which is translated, “God
with us” (Matthew 1:22-23).

God promised the virgin birth of
Christ through Isaiah and noted its ful-
fillment through Matthew. Never were
the conditions given in Isaiah fully met
nor identified by God as applying to
any other persons before this virgin,
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Mary, and her baby, Jesus. Therefore
“Immanuel,” which is translated, “God
with us” has never applied to anyone
other than this Jesus (Matthew 1:23).
“And so” we have another “prophetic
word confirmed.”

4) Therefore, “No prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion.” Actually, “interpretation” refers
to “opening the meaning,” and since
“prophecy never came by the will of
man,” (i.e.,, humans were not left to
their own imagination or literary de-
vices), then the only other source of Bi-
ble information is from “holy men of
God [who] spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit.”

bl

Since God knew ahead of time what
would happen and He moved prophets
to accurately record it (Old Testa-
ment), then He inspired men who ac-
curately revealed the events (New Tes-
tament) which fulfilled, or completely
met, the details in those prophecies.
“And so” we have all “prophetic
word[s] confirmed.”

Conclusion

Seeing that Bible “faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of
God” (Romans 10:17), it is essential
that we “may be mindful of the words
which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of
us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior”
(2 Peter 3:2). Don’t ever listen to those
who preach “unfulfilled prophecies”
because they do not have God’s
knowledge to make the proper applica-
tion.



The Birth of Christ

Billy Lambert

“And she will bring forth a son, and
you shall call His name Jesus, for He
will save His people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). No life has so radi-
cally changed civilization as the life of
Jesus Christ. Jesus gave us a new way
of calculating time. He stands be-
tween BC and AD. We date our letters
from the time of His birth.

Literature has been enriched be-
cause of the life of Jesus Christ. The art
of the world would have been poorer
had Jesus not lived. The status
of women has been elevated because
Jesus Christ came into this world.
And yet Jesus Christ never traveled
very far from His home. He never ran
for political office. He never wrote a
book. He never made investments
on Wall Street. He never hit a home
run. He never starred in a movie.
He never made a touchdown. Yet Jesus
Christ stands out as the greatest person
ever to live on this earth.

Born of a Virgin

We have a virgin-born Savior. His
birth was  divinely  predicted.
Isaiah prophesied, “Behold, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and
shall call His name Immanuel” (Isaiah
7:14, NKJV). Let’s look at the fulfill-
ment of the prophecy. Matthew says,
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child,
and bear a Son, and they shall call His

name Immanuel, which is translated
‘God with us’” (1:23).

Virgin born. Born of woman. Con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit without the
seed of man. The birth of Christ, the
coming forth  out of His
mother’s womb, was a natural birth.
The miraculous part of His journey
was the conception. And Jesus Christ
was that seed of woman (Galatians
4:4).

The Old Testament
on the Virgin Birth

The first mention of the birth of
Christ is Genesis 3:15. The Lord said,
“And 1 will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and thou shalt bruise his heel.”

This was God’s formal declaration
of war on Satan and sin. It would be
through the seed of woman, without
the seed or agency of man, that God
would bring a redeemer into the world
to save men from sin. Notice, “It shall
bruise thy head.” If you want to deal a
deadly blow to a snake, hit him on the
head. Jesus dealt that deadly blow by
dying on the cross, rising from the
dead, and being seated at God’s right
hand (Galatians 4:4; Ephesians 1:18-
22). Metaphorically, Jesus’ heel was
bruised when He died on the cross. It
was not a deadly blow because He was
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raised from the dead, declaring Him to
be the Son of God (Romans 1:4).

Isaiah prophesied of the virgin birth
of Christ. “Therefore the Lord himself
shall give you a sign; behold a virgin
shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel”
(Isaiah 7:14, KJV).

Looking at the context of
this prophecy, one should clearly see
that the prophet was directing his atten-
tion to “the house of David,” not Ahaz.
A sign that the house of David “would
survive” was the virgin birth (in the fu-
ture) of a child from the house of Da-
vid (Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 1:1-17).
God's people would survive the current
attack against them.

Jeremiah predicted Jesus's birth.
“The Lord has created a new thing in
the earth, a woman shall compass a
man” (Jeremiah 31:22). How could
this be a “new” thing? Women have
been compassing (encircles a man,
ESV) men since the beginning of time.
The thing that would be “new” is that a
woman would have a male child with-
out the seed of man, hence a vir-
gin conception.  This is unprece-
dented.

The prophet Micah predicted the
birthplace of Jesus: “But thou, Bethle-
hem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings
forth have been from of old, from ev-
erlasting” (Micah 5:2).
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New Testament
on the Virgin Birth

Matthew, after writing about the gen-
eration of Jesus Christ, the son of Da-
vid, the son of Abraham (Matthew
1:1), gives a detailed account of Jesus’
birth (vv. 18-25). Jesus’ birth was the
most important birth in human history.
Never before has the Godhead taken
upon himself human flesh to live
among men (Philippians 2:5-8). Jesus
was God in the flesh (1Timothy 3:16).
“The Word became flesh and dwelt
among us” (John 1:14).

Things Known and Unknown
to Man

There are circumstances surround-
ing the birth of Christ about which we
know nothing. Some wonderful things
have been revealed, and we should
want to know every one of those re-
vealed truths. But some things are not
revealed (Deuteronomy 29:29).

For example, there is not one sylla-
ble in the Bible about the time of Jesus’
birth. From Matthew 2:1 and follow-
ing, we know he was born during the
reign of Herod the Great. We know
Herod died in 4 BC. In AD 354, Pope
Julius of Rome set the 25th day of De-
cember as the day of Christ’s birth. We
do not have one word in the New Tes-
tament as to the day or month Jesus
was born. December 25th may be a
time of family gatherings and the like,
but it is not a day God set aside for us
to honor Jesus’ birth. We honor him
every Lord’s Day by partaking of the



Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-28;
Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:20-30).

Jesus fulfilled every prophecy made
in the Old Testament (Luke 24:44).
That includes those predictions about
His virgin birth. His birth was like all
other births, but the one thing different
about Jesus was the conception. He
was conceived in Mary's womb by the
Holy Spirit (Luke 1:26-35). It was a
miraculous conception, conceived in

the womb of a virgin without the seed
of man.

Jesus was not born into the world
with a silver spoon in his mouth. He
was not born with an iPad in one hand
and an iPhone in the other. He did not
have a set of keys to a new car. He was
born in a stable. But he was born at the
right time, the fullness of time (Gala-
tians 4:4), to become the Savior of the
world (1 John 4:14).

The Acts of Christ

Bradley S. Cobb

A miraculous birth, an escape to
Egypt, and then nothing until 12-year-
old Jesus is sitting in the temple, amaz-
ing professional Torah teachers with
His questions and answers. Then an-
other 18 years of silence before He
shows up (like hundreds or thousands
of others) in the wilderness to be bap-
tized by John. From that point onward,
Jesus’ life is a 3-year highlight reel.

Miracles that boggle the mind.
Teachings that challenge the soul.
Confrontations that silenced and frus-
trated His foes. Interactions that gave
hope to the hopeless. And all that be-
fore His momentous, soul-saving act of
mercy, grace, and love on the cross.

Four biographies exist, written by
friends, witnesses, and a first-century
research historian with an eye for

! Translations are the author’s own.

detail. But the closing words of one bi-
ography are, “Jesus did many other
things which are not written in this
book, and were they written in detail, |
suppose the world itself would not con-
tain the books” (John 20:30, 21:25).1

Unfortunately, many focus and
speculate far too much on those things
which were not written. They want
“lost sayings” of Jesus, or extra “gos-
pels.” They ignore that what God has
preserved is what He decided we need
for “life and godliness.”

Outside of His death on the cross
(which cannot in any way be over-em-
phasized), His actions as He walked
this earth are (to me) the most informa-
tive parts of the gospel. He taught peo-
ple, but more than teaching theological
facts, Jesus lived in such a way that
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points the way heavenward. If you
don’t understand His teaching on “eat
my body” (John 6), or “the abomina-
tion of desolation” (Matthew 24), you
can still examine His life and know the
way to the Father.

“How To”

“I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except
through me” (John 14:6). Jesus is the
way—~not just the road to the Father
(the Greek word for “way” is rhodos,
from which we get the word “road”)
but the example of how to get there.
Paul addresses this in Philippians 2.

Jesus’ life shows us how to deal
with temptation: recognize the tempta-
tion, know the Scriptures, submit to
God’s will (Matthew 4).

Jesus’ life shows us how to deal
with stress: share it with good friends
and pray (Matthew 26:36-39).

Jesus’ life shows us how to prepare
for important decisions: take time to
pray alone (Luke 6:12-13).

Jesus’ life shows us various ways of
teaching: proclaiming plain doctrinal
truth, dealing with practical life issues,
exposing false teachers, exposition of
texts, teaching through stories, show-
ing the love of God through actions
(this throughout the gospel accounts).

Jesus’ life shows what submission
to the Father looks like: following
Him, even when you don’t want to
(Luke 22:42); trusting Him when
temptation  seems  overwhelming
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(Matthew 4:2-4); keeping on, even
when people don’t care (John 6:66);
willing to endure humiliation because
the reward is worth it (Hebrews 12:2).

“How Not To”

Perhaps, given the political climate
of the past decade, one aspect that
needs to be stressed even more is that
Jesus’ life exemplifies how not to show
favoritism. He was close friends with
government workers and anti-govern-
ment activists (Matthew the tax collec-
tor and Simon the Zealot).

He took compassion on those
whose contagious disease meant they
were supposed to be quarantined (the
lepers). He was willing to publicly
point out problems with both political
parties (Pharisees and Sadducees).

He called out those in sexual sin,
but urged them to repent—when the
culture said to simply condemn them
(John 4:16-18; 8:1-11). He submitted
to the actions and rulings of the gov-
ernment, even when they were unjust
(see His crucifixion), but he also had
no issue calling out political leaders for
who they were (Luke 13:31-32). He in-
teracted with His own people (the
Jews) as well as those despised groups,
such as the Samaritans (basically red-
headed step-Jews) and full-fledged
Gentiles (often called “the heathen™).

The Love of God in Action

Jesus wanted everyone to see the
love of God in action. Jesus expressed
that love in different ways. For some,
He shed tears of compassion (John



11:35-36). For others, He exposed the
parts of their lives that kept them from
true communion with God (Mark
10:21). For still others, He showed the
radical meaning of forgiveness (Luke
23:34). And to the whole world (yet
spoken to His closest friends), He
called them “friends” (John 15:13).

And though the Father is called the
“God of all comfort” (2 Corinthians
1:3) and the Holy Spirit is called the
“Comforter” (John 14:16, KJV), Jesus’
life shows that He too is a comforter.
When His message stresses out His

disciples, He says, “Take courage”
(John 16:16-33, NASB).

When John is so frightened that he
falls down as though he was dead, Je-
sus puts His hand on him and says, “Do
not be afraid” (Revelation 1:17). After
hearing Satan wants to sift him like
wheat, Peter is comforted by Jesus

with the words, “But | have prayed for
you” (Luke 22:31-32).

With each of these events, we have
an example to follow. We should com-
fort others through encouragement,
compassion, and prayer (and letting
them know you’ve prayed for them).
We should show the love of God
through compassion, through correc-
tion, through forgiveness. We should
show the world that everyone is im-
portant to God, and thus to us, by re-
fusing to neglect or write people off be-
cause of their social, racial, political,
cultural, or sexual backgrounds.

Like Jesus, we must never back
away from calling out sin (even if it
isn’t culturally popular), but do it be-
cause we desperately want people to
repent and find the forgiveness that
comes through Jesus Christ. It is no
wonder that Jesus frequently said,
“Follow me.”

NASHVILLE SCHOOL OF PREACHING

AND BIBLICAL STUDIES

A MINISTRY OF THE CRIEVE HALL CHURCH OF CHRIST

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
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The Cross of Christ

Jeff Archey

“For the message of the cross is fool-
ishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the
power of God” (1 Corinthians 1:18).

It is humbling to speak of the only
death that alters and affects every man.
Without the cross of Christ, mankind
would have no hope. It is staggering
how there were those in Corinth who
considered the message of the cross
“foolishness.” Some thought it foolish
that Jesus did not prevent His death.
How could one put trust in One who
could not cease what was happening to
Him? Of course, we know that He
could cease His death—such as stated
in the garden (Mt. 26:53-54). He died
for us on that cross because we needed
a Savior (Jn. 3:16; Rom. 5:6-10).

The Message of the Cross

Indeed, the message of the cross is
the power of God embraced within the
gospel (Rom. 1:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:1-4).
Of great interest and blessing is the
phrase from 1 Cor. 1:18, “To us who
are being saved.” This phrase iS ex-
pressed as active or a present state
(Eph. 2:5; Rom. 13:11; Col. 1:23). In
other words, that powerful message of
Christ moves the saved onward with
redemption (Eph. 1:7; 1 Jn. 1:7) and
peace (Col. 1:20).

When Mr. Lee Strobel was re-
searching for his book The Case for
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Faith, he came across a statement that
is profound: “God took the very worst
thing that has ever happened in the his-
tory of the universe...the death of God
on the cross—and turned it into the
very best thing that has happened in
history of universe: the opening up of
heaven to all who follow Him.”
Friends, that is profound. Again, with-
out the cross of Christ, there is no hope.

Let us return to that hill of Calvary
and see Christ upon His cross. | intro-
duce to you the Savior of the world and
ask you to consider what Jesus saw
from His cross.

The Scenes from the Cross

When Jesus looked up, He ad-
dressed the Father. “Then said Jesus,
Father, forgive them; for they know
not what they do. And they parted his
raiment, and cast lots” (LK. 23:34). The
Pulpit Commentary says, “This state-
ment was made while the nails were
driven in His hand.” History states that
many crucified would curse their par-
ents, the executioners...some of those
crucified were so vile they had their
tongues pulled out by the roots. One
must acknowledge the prayer of
strength—what strength and forbear-
ance!

Jesus also said, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me?” (Mt.
27:46) Because of His human suffering



and because of His physical weakness,
He cried out. And finally, before His
last physical breath was taken, Christ
said, “Father, into thy hands I com-
mend my spirit” (LK. 23:46).

Looking from the cross, He saw the
need of forgiveness and obedience for
all of mankind. In John 12:32, we read,
“And I, if [ am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all peoples to Myself.”

When Jesus looked down, He also
addressed a number of people.
Through prayer, He addressed the very
soldiers that drove the nails, lifted the
cross, and then cast lots for His gar-
ments that He wore to the cross (LK.
23:34). He looked at His mother with
care and concern. After speaking to
her, He spoke to John, the disciple
whom He loved (Jn. 19:26-27). All are
words of compassion from the Christ
during the most excruciating pain and
horrific suffering. Looking from the
cross, He saw a need for compassion
for all of mankind.

When Jesus looked to the side, He
addressed the convicted criminals. In
Matthew’s and Mark’s accounts, we
find those crucified with Christ speak-
ing against Christ. “The thieves also,
which were crucified with him, cast the
same in his teeth” (Mt. 27:44). “And
they that were crucified with him re-
viled him” (Mk. 15:32). But as time
passed, we see a change in one of the
criminals. His statement unto Jesus
speaks volumes: “And he said unto Je-
sus, Lord, remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom” (LK. 23:42).

Quite simply, this man changed. He
surrendered to Christ; for the life he
lived brought him death, but he turned
to the One that could give him light!
Looking from the cross, Jesus reminds
us of the need of hope for all of man-
kind.

When Jesus looked outward, He
saw Jerusalem. Christ had great com-
passion for Jerusalem (Mt. 23:37); in
His ministry, as He came near, He wept
over the city (Lk. 19:41-44). The
Scriptures simply state that Jesus’ cru-
cifixion took place outside the city of
Jerusalem, though it was near it (Jn.
19:20; Heb. 13:12). Jewish law did not
permit executions and burials inside
the city.

Looking from the cross, Jesus saw
where His commission of preaching
the gospel would begin. “And that re-
pentance and remission of sins should
be preached in his name among all na-
tions, beginning at Jerusalem” (LK.
24:47). In Acts 2, what a wonderful
day as the gospel was preached and
would go onward from Jerusalem to
the effect that the gospel was
“preached to every creature which is
under heaven” (Col. 1:23).

When Jesus looked inward, He saw
our sins. Within the beautiful prophecy
of Isaiah 53, we see He is the One that
would bear “our griefs, and carried our
sorrows” (v. 4). “He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities; the chastisement for our
peace was upon Him” (v. 5). “The
LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of
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us all” (v. 6). “For the transgressions of
My people He was stricken” (v. 8).
“You make His soul an offering for
sin” (v. 10). “And He bore the sin of
many, and made intercession for the
transgressors” (v. 12).

In the New Testament, Paul de-
clared that God made Christ “who
knew no sin to be sin for us, that we
might become the righteousness of
God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). In 1 John
3:5, John stated near the end of the text
that “in Him is no sin.”

It is said that in Rembrandt’s paint-
ing of the crucifixion, he painted him-
self in the picture at the foot of the
cross. Rembrandt knew that Jesus was
crucified by the sin of the world and

that, in relation to the events of the
cross, we are all guilty. Looking from
the cross, Jesus saw the sins of the
world and knew He was the ultimate
sacrifice.

Meet Him at the Cross

In introducing one to Christ, one
must meet the Savior at the cross where
the power of God through forgiveness
and obedience is found. One will see
from the cross the greatest compassion
and hope expressed through the gospel
message for our sins. Come to His
cross and obey His will, and if you
have done so, continue to cleave to the
cross and embrace the salvation found
only in Christ (Acts 4:12).

The Resurrection of Christ

Jackson Erwin

The resurrection is the cornerstone
of the Christian religion. It is upon that
one event that everything in the church
of our Lord either stands or falls. The
Deity of Christ, the inspiration of
Scripture, the validity of the apostles’
testimonies, and the gospel itself are
rooted in the doctrine of Christ’s resur-
rection from the dead.

Rex Turner, in his work Biblical
Theology, described the Lord’s resur-
rection as “the crowning miracle.” He
wrote, “Everything that is implied in

! Rex Turner, Sr., Biblical Theology
(Don Shackelford, Ed.) (Montgomery:
Amridge University Press, 2010), 274.
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the term Christian, and everything that
the experience of being a Christian
contemplates, has its foundation in the
fact of the miraculous resurrection of
Christ...If Christ arose from the dead,
all other miracles will be freely admit-
ted; and all that is claimed for Christ
will be granted. His resurrection is the
crowning miracle, the very foundation
of the Christian faith.”*

The most comprehensive passage in
all Scripture surrounding this subject is
1 Corinthians 15. In it, the apostle Paul



corrects the church at Corinth for their
lack of faith in a future and final resur-
rection. He argues that without it, they
have believed in vain (vv. 12-19). Then
Paul discusses how Christians will
share in a resurrection like Christ’s
(vv. 20-23) and enjoy the riches of His
presence forever in their new spiritual
bodies (vv. 35-58). From this chapter,
we will glean two points concerning
the resurrection of Christ. We will see
1) the importance of the resurrection
and 2) the nature of the resurrection.

The Importance of the Resurrection

Given the fact that Paul wrote,
“And if Christ has not been raised, then
our preaching is in vain and your faith
is in vain” (1 Cor. 15:14), one can
rightly see that the apostles were not
ones to downplay the significance of
Jesus being raised from the dead. This
is because the resurrection was God’s
sign of approval in what Christ taught
and claimed to be. God does not exalt
blasphemers. He will not allow false
prophets to partake in the victory
march on the last day. Therefore, the
very idea that God Almighty, who
gives life and takes it away (Job 1:21),
would breathe life into someone who
falsely claimed to be Deity is ludi-
crous.

The resurrection was the ultimate
sign that Jesus was who He said He
was—God in the flesh. Had He simply
been crucified as a blasphemer (Matt.
26:64-65), a rebel (Matt. 27:11-12;
Luke 23:2), a glutton, or a drunkard
(Matt. 11:19), then He would have died

under the label of a false prophet, and
His religion would have died with
Him. Additionally, if He were any of
those things, God would never allow
such a person to be risen from the
dead—thus validating His heresies.
The fact that He did demonstrates that
His message was true and that He truly
was Divine.

A second reason the resurrection
was important was that it brought His
disciples back from a place of unbelief
and doubt to one of faith and obedi-
ence. Before His arrest, the Lord fore-
told that after His betrayal the disciples
would be scattered. Quoting from
Zechariah 13:7, He said, “You will all
fall away because of me this night. For
it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be scat-
tered”” (Matt. 26:31). Thereafter, they
“all left him and fled” (Mark 14:50).

Peter denied knowing Christ three
times and Thomas doubted the disci-
ples when they claimed to have seen
the risen Savior (John 20:24-25).
When Christ appeared to Mary Magda-
lene, the eleven refused to believe her
(Mark 16:9-11). Had it not been for the
resurrection, they would have lived the
rest of their lives in sorrow, grief, and
mourning. Perhaps some would have
questioned whether Jesus was truly the
Messiah. Certainly, they would not
have spent their lives preaching that He
was the Christ—being beaten, tortured,
and killed for His name.

The example of Thomas is key to
seeing the transformation that occurred
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among this group of eleven men. De-
spite every other apostle bearing wit-
ness that Jesus had returned, he said,
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of
the nails, and place my finger into the
mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.” It
was after this that Christ appeared to
Thomas, and almost immediately his
entire mindset changes. In utter shock
and amazement, he proclaims, “My
Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). He
transitions from a point of unbelief to
belief, from despair to rejoicing, from
hopelessness to pressing on, from sur-
rendering in defeat to serving the
Christ. On that day, “Doubting
Thomas” became “Diligent Thomas.”
The rest of his life would be sur-
rounded by preaching the risen Christ,
suffering for His name, and eventually
dying by persecution.

The fact that these men lost every-
thing and gained nothing in this world
in order to preach the gospel bears wit-
ness to the fact that He truly was raised
from the dead. Not even one disciple
denied his faith in Him. They never
confessed to lying about the resurrec-
tion, even if it meant saving their lives.
Furthermore, the hardened sinner Saul
of Tarsus left his work in persecuting
the church because the risen Jesus ap-
peared to him. If there is ever any evi-
dence that Christ is “Lord and God,” it
is this amazing reality.

2 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 609.
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The Nature of the Resurrection

What was the resurrected body of
Christ like? How could someone be
brought back to life in such a broken,
disabled state? How could Christ eat,
drink, and speak when His earthly
body was put through such tremendous
stress and beatings? Furthermore, how
would His body not be consumed by
the atmosphere and dissolved when as-
cending into heaven? Wayne Grudem
rightly points out, “Christ’s resurrec-
tion was not simply a coming back
from the dead, as had been experienced
by others before, such as Lazarus (John
11:1-44), for then Jesus would have
been subject to weakness and aging
and eventually would have died again
just as all other human beings die.”?
Rather, His resurrection was unique
and unlike any other.

Paul taught that Christians would
receive a body like Christ’s. We “shall
also bear the image of the man of
heaven” (1 Cor. 15:49). John wrote
that “when he appears we shall be like
him” (1 John 3:2). Our perishable bod-
ies will become imperishable because
Christ’s resurrection was a promise of
the “firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). Therefore,
when we read about Christ being raised
from the dead, it should also serve as a
reminder to us of the resurrection we
will receive if we are found faithful be-
fore God.



The Deity of Christ

Owen Olbricht

One of the major themes of the Bible is
that Jesus is God, not the Father, but
He is God, the Son of God. Jesus is re-
ferred to as the Son of God to com-
municate that Jesus is God like the Fa-
ther in all aspects, even as an earthly
son is as human as his father. “Son of
God” is used in reference to Jesus to
show that Jesus has the very nature and
likeness of the Father (Jn. 1:18). He
can declare God to humans in God's
fulness for He is God. A cat or a dog
cannot make known to us the realities
of God. Jesus must be God if He is to
reveal God to us but cannot fully make
God known to us if He is not God.

Old Testament Prophecy

If Jesus is not God by His very na-
ture, He could not have fulfilled the OT
prophecies and would fail to qualify as
the Son of God as proclaimed in the
NT. Isaiah prophesied of Jesus, that He
would be Immanuel, meaning “God
with us” (Isa. 7:14; Mt. 1:23).

Jesus is seen as the Son of God as
proven by His resurrection (Rom. 1:4),
and “mighty God” (lsa. 9:6), as re-
vealed by His miracles (Jn. 20:31). He
fulfilled OT prophecies which no hu-
man could fulfill. He is the child that
was born as the mighty God and is the
ruler who was to come from Bethle-
hem (Mt. 2:6). His goings were of old,

from eternity. “Goings” is a present ac-
tive plural verb that expresses action
that continues to continue, and olam is
an open-ended word that could or
could not refer to continued action that
is modified by the verb, thus His go-
ings being plural are goings from eter-
nity (Micah 5:2; NKJV).

Jesus must be God as Genesis 1:1
states that God created the heavens and
the earth. Jesus created all that is cre-
ated, so He is God who created all
things. “All things were made through
Him, and without Him was nothing
made that was made” (Jn. 1:3; also Col.
1:15, 16). He could not have created
Himself, but He was not created so He
is God, the Son, who is the creator of
all.

New Testament Testimony

John began his gospel by writing,
“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The same was in the begin-
ning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made” (Jn. 1:3).
John clearly stated that Jesus is God
and that He is the creator of all, for
nothing was made that Jesus did not
make. He is eternal as the creator of
everything.
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If Jesus is not God, He should not be
worshipped, for God alone is to be
worshipped (Mt. 4:10). Jesus allowed
people to worship Him even as the

angles also worship Jesus (Heb. 1:6).
Jesus is God and has come to reveal
God to us, so we can know Him and
have eternal life (John 17:3).

The Gospel of Christ

Jimmy Clark

The gospel of Christ is the signifi-
cant message for all people every-
where (cf. Mark 16:15-16). It is with-
out dispute the most important mes-
sage of good news ever to be pro-
claimed due to its promises. Paul wrote
to the Galatians of this message in the
days of Abraham, where it is stated,
“And the scripture, foreseeing that God
would justify the heathen through
faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all na-
tions be blessed” (Gal. 3:8, KJV). Con-
sider three things about the gospel of
Christ as revealed in scripture that
should cause all people to take notice
and give heed.

A Personal Message

Paul wrote to the Corinthians,
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto
you the gospel which | preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and
wherein ye stand; By which also ye are
saved, if ye keep in memory what |
preached unto you, unless ye have be-
lieved in vain. For | delivered unto you
first of all that which | also received,
how that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the scriptures; And that he
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was buried, and that he rose again the
third day according to the scriptures”
(1 Cor. 15:1-4). 1t is of note here that
Paul had received and believed this
message long before he brought it to
the Corinthians. Here he reminds them
of the fact that Jesus died “for our sins”
(1 Cor. 15:3).

The Old Testament had explicitly
foretold of this fact. Isaiah wrote,
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and af-
flicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep
have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath
laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isa.
53:4-6).

Why would anyone give heed to a
message that had no personal im-
portance? The very fact that the death
of Christ is addressed as being for our
sins should cause all of accountable
age to take note. The ultimate conse-
quence of sin is death (cf. Rom. 6:23;



James 1:15). Jesus tasted death for all
men (cf. Heb. 2:9). Therefore, some-
one dying for one’s personal sins must
be taken seriously.

A Powerful Message

The death of Christ would be of no
effect to man if Christ is still dead (cf.
1 Cor. 15:14-19). Therefore, the burial
and resurrection of Christ are as im-
portant to the message of the gospel as
is the preaching of the cross. The res-
urrection of Christ from the grave is a
guarantee from God that the dead will
be raised (cf. John 5:25-29; 1 Cor.
15:22; Acts 17:31). Those that are
Christ’s shall be delivered up into the
kingdom of God (cf. 1 Cor. 15:23-24).
Paul encouraged the Thessalonians of
this very promise (cf. 1 Thess. 4:13-
18).

While the cross with the shedding
of blood delivers from sin, the resur-
rection unto life delivers from the cem-
etery. It is no wonder that Paul would
write to the Roman brethren, “So, as
much as in me is, | am ready to preach
the gospel to you that are at Rome also.
For | am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek”
(Rom. 1:15-16).

The atoning power to liberate from
sin and the almighty power of God to
supernaturally give life to the dead is
the common need of all humanity in
every generation.

A Persuasive Message

Finally, the benefits of this gospel
only come to those who apply the con-
ditions given by the Lord himself. Je-
sus commissioned the apostles to
preach the gospel to all and stated, “He
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mark 16:16). It is essential
that this personal and powerful mes-
sage lead one to be fully persuaded in
obedience to its conditions.

Paul wrote to the Thessalonians,
“Seeing it is a righteous thing with God
to recompense tribulation to them that
trouble you; And to you who are trou-
bled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, In flaming fire taking
vengeance on them that know not God,
and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall be pun-
ished with everlasting destruction from
the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of his power; When he shall
come to be glorified in his saints, and
to be admired in all them that believe
(because our testimony among you
was believed) in that day” (2 Thess.
1:6-10).

Paul wrote to the Roman brethren
of their obedience, “But God be
thanked, that ye were the servants of
sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was deliv-
ered you” (Rom. 6:17). That form of
doctrine is seen in the verses previous,
where he wrote, “Know ye not, that so
many of us as were baptized into Jesus
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Christ were baptized into his death?
Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. For if
we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we shall be also
in the likeness of his resurrection:
Knowing this, that our old man is cru-
cified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin” (Rom. 6:3-6).

The benefits of the gospel are not
unconditional, though the Lord God
wants all to be saved and come to a full

knowledge of the truth (cf. 1 Tim. 2:4).
Hearing the truth and believing it (cf.
Col. 1:4-5); repenting of one’s sins and
putting to death that old way of life (cf.
2 Cor. 7:10; 5:14-15); confessing one’s
faith in the Lord (cf. Rom. 10:9-10);
being buried in water for the saving of
one’s soul (cf. Acts 22:16; 1 Peter
3:21; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12); and arising
out of the water to live a new kind of
life puts one’s faith in the Lord who
promised to save through the provi-
sions of Christ in the gospel (cf. 2 Tim.
1:9-10). Today, one cannot and must
not separate Christ from the gospel nor
the gospel from Christ.
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The Authority of Christ

Robert Waggoner

Jesus told his disciples that “All
authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me” (ESV, Matthew
28:18). His unlimited jurisdiction is
over both heaven and earth. That may
be because his kingdom that is now on
earth will be in heaven eternally. His
kingdom, the church, is called “the
kingdom of heaven™ and “the king-
dom of God.”? It will last forever
(Luke 1:33; Hebrews 1:8).

Although Jesus claimed to have all
authority, he did not claim to be supe-
rior to God, the Father. Nor did he
claim to be inferior. He claimed to be
equal to the Father (John 5:19-26). His
authority (power) was received from
the Father (Revelation 2:27).

In Matthew 28:18, the Greek word
translated for the English word “au-
thority,” é€ovoia (pronounced, ex-00-
see’-ah), is translated as “power” in the
King James Version and the New Eng-
lish Bible. Jesus created the world and
continues to uphold it “by the word of
his power” (Hebrews 1:2-3).

While on earth, he demonstrated his
power to forgive sins (Matthew 9:6;
Mark 2:10; Luke 5:24) and to work
miracles. He healed the lame (Matthew
15:30) and the leper (Mark 1:40-41).

1 Matthew 3:2; 4:17; 5:3, 10; 7:21; 8:11;
10:7; 16:18-19.

2 Matthew 6:33; 12:28; 19:24; 21:31,
43; Mark 1:15; 4:11, 26, Romans 14:17; 1

He cast out demons (Matthew 8:16),
enabled the deaf to hear (Matthew
11:5), the blind to see (Matthew
12:22), raised the dead (Luke 7:22;
John 12:1), and predicted the denial of
Peter (Matthew 26:34; Mark 14:30)
and his betrayal by Judas (Matthew
26:25; John 13:26).

He had supernatural power over na-
ture. He walked on water (Matthew
14.25), stilled the stormy sea (Matthew
8:26), cursed a fig tree (Mark 11:14,
21), and arose from the dead (Matthew
28:7; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:6).

Jesus told his apostles that the Fa-
ther would send the Holy Spirit in the
name of his Son to teach his apostles
and bring to their remembrance all he
had said to them (John 14:26). When
he died, he left them with peace (John
14:27). He will come again (Matthew
16:27; John 14:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:2-
3) and judge the world (Acts 10:42;
17:31).

He rules over angels (Matthew
25:31; Luke 4:10) and demons (Mark
3:15). He delegated authority to apos-
tles for them to cast out demons (Mark
6:7; Luke 9:1; 10:19). He claimed to be
“the light of the world” (John 8:12;
9:5). The apostle Paul declared him to

Corinthians 4:20; 6:9-10; 15:50; Galatians
5:21; Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 4:11; 2
Thessalonians 1:5; Revelation 12:10.
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be “the image of the invisible God”
(Colossians 1:15). He is the head of the
church (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians
1:18). He is savior of the world (John
3:16; 17:21; 1 John 4:14).

In redeeming believers from sin
(Romans 3:24; 8:23; Ephesians 1:7;
Colossians 1:14; Hebrews 9:12), he is
mediator between God and mankind (1
Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 9:15; 12:24).

He mediates our prayers to God
(John 14:13; 16:23; Ephesians 5:20;
Colossians 3:17). If we sin, he is our
advocate to the Father (1 John 2:1).

He is King of kings and Lord of

lords (1 Timothy 6:15; Revelation
19:16). When he was on earth, he was
the Word of God personified (John
1:1). People who believe and follow
him will bypass the judgement into
eternal life (John 5:24). He holds the
keys to death and hades (Revelation
1:18).

Inasmuch as Jesus has all authority,
he has the right to command his disci-
ples to preach the word and to make
disciples (Matthew 28:19). And, since
he has all power, his promise that he
will be with his disciples “to the end of
the age” is guaranteed (Matthew
28:20).

The Kingdom of Christ

Andy Erwin

The authority of Christ is associated
with such terms as His throne, majesty,
kingdom, dominion, crown, rule, and
reign. If Christ has no kingdom, He has
no authority, and our faith in Christ is
meaningless, pointless, without prom-
ise, and without hope. If Christ is not
now seated upon His throne, the Gen-
tiles remain outside of the covenants of
promise (Ephesians 2:12-13); the law
remains authoritative and binding; and
God has yet to accomplish His eternal
purpose by establishing His eternal
kingdom.

1R. H. Boll, The Kingdom of God
(Louisville, KY: Word and Work, n.d.),
13.
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The question before us then be-
comes, “Does Christ have authority on
earth?” Does Christ have a kingdom?
If He does, His throne, dominion, king-
dom, and majesty stand as fact, and we
will be able to find evidence of this fact
within the scriptures.

The doctrine of premillennial dis-
pensationalism (which we will discuss
more later in the study) places the es-
tablishment of the kingdom in the fu-
ture after the second coming of Christ.!
According to this teaching the church
was established as a temporary



substitute for the kingdom due to Is-
rael’s rejection of the Messiah. Like Is-
rael of old, premillennialists believe
Jesus intended to make a world empire
and military power out of Israel, but
because He was rejected, He estab-
lished the church instead of His king-
dom. Premillennialists make the same
mistake the Jews made and are mak-
ing. They are looking for the Messiah
to establish an earthly kingdom.

The Nature of Christ’'s Kingdom

The kingdom of Christ is not of this
world (John 18:36). When some of His
disciples wanted to coronate Him dur-
ing His earthly ministry, He withdrew
(John 6:15). It was never Jesus’ inten-
tion to rule from an earthly throne in
Jerusalem. In fact, prophecy testifies
against this notion. When king Jehoi-
achin was carried captive to Babylon
(cf. 2 Kings 24:8-17), Jeremiah said,
“Write this man as childless (RSV), a
man who shall not succeed in his days;
for none of his offspring shall succeed
in sitting on the throne of David and
ruling again in Judah” (Jeremiah
22:24-30). This king is called by three
different names, Jehoiachin (2 Kings
24:6-8), Jeconiah (1 Chronicles 3:16-
17; Matthew 1:12) and Coniah (Jere-
miah 22:24). Christ is a descendant of
this king (Matthew 1:12); therefore, He
cannot reign in Judah (Jerusalem), the

2 Acts 2:30; Acts 5:31; Ephesians 1:20-
23; Colossians 1:18; 3:1; Hebrews 1:3-8;
8:1; 12:2, 25.

3 2 Samuel 7:12-17; Psalm 89:3-4, 28-
37; Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Daniel
2:44,

place the premillennial advocates say
He will come back and reign as an
earthly king for 1,000 years.

Christ does not rule from Jerusa-
lem, but He rules from heaven, seated
at the right hand of God in heaven.?
God’s throne (see 1 Kings 1:32-40; 1
Chronicles 29:23) would be estab-
lished forever.® God’s promise is ful-
filled in Christ.*

Zechariah foretold of the reign of
Christ, prophesying:

Thus says the Lord of hosts, say-
ing: “Behold, the Man whose name
is the BRANCH! From His place
He shall branch out, And He shall
build the temple of the Lord; Yes,
He shall build the temple of the
Lord. He shall bear the glory, And
shall sit and rule on His throne; So
He shall be a priest on His throne,
And the counsel of peace shall be
between them both” (Zechariah
6:12-13).

Christ’s reign is three-fold as
Prophet (Deuteronomy 18:15-19), as
Priest, and as King after the order of
Melchizedek (Hebrews 5:10; 7:11).
His temple is His kingdom, His church
(cf. 1 Corinthians 3:9 ff). God’s temple
is now restored in Christ as promised
in the prophets.® Christ is High Priest

4 Isaiah 22:22; Luke 1:31-33; Acts 2:24
ff.; Acts 13:16 ff.; 2 Timothy 2:8.

5 Amos 9:11-12; Zechariah 6:12-13; see
Acts 15:13-19; 1 Peter 2:5; Hebrews 8:1-2.
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over His priesthood which will never
be replaced (Hebrews 7:24).

Jesus is crowned “Lord and Christ”
and “King of kings and Lord of lords”
— “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever: a scepter of righteousness is the
scepter of thy kingdom” (Hebrews 1:8,
KJV). After He conquers the last en-
emy, which is death, the kingdom shall
be delivered up to the Father (1 Corin-
thians 15:22-26). When Jesus returns,
it will be to gather His kingdom from
the earth, not to establish His kingdom
upon the earth.®

The Establishment of Christ’'s
Kingdom

While Jesus does not reign from Je-
rusalem, His kingdom did begin in Je-
rusalem. Both Isaiah and Micah fore-
told the following:

Now it shall come to pass in the lat-
ter days That the mountain of the
LORD’s house Shall be established
on the top of the mountains, And
shall be exalted above the hills;
And all nations shall flow to it.
Many people shall come and say,
“Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the LORD, To the
house of the God of Jacob; He will
teach us His ways, And we shall
walk in His paths.” For out of Zion
shall go forth the law, And the
word of the LORD from Jerusalem
(Isaiah 2:2-3; Micah 4:1-2).

6 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Hebrews
9:28; 2 Peter 3:10-13.
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Jeremiah also foretold: “At that
time Jerusalem shall be called The
Throne of the LORD, and all the na-
tions shall be gathered to it, to the name
of the LORD, to Jerusalem. No more
shall they follow the dictates of their
evil hearts” (Jeremiah 3:17).

Daniel foretold the time of the king-
dom’s establishment, saying, “And in
the days of these kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed; and the king-
dom shall not be left to other people; it
shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for-
ever” (Daniel 2:44).

The kings mentioned by Daniel
were the kings of the fourth empire da-
ting from Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylon.
In order they are Babylon, Medo-Per-
sia, Greece, and Rome. Thus, in the
days of the kings (Caesars) of Rome,
the kingdom of God was established.

When did Jesus become King and
when did His kingdom begin? Jesus
said to the twelve, “Assuredly, I say to
you that there are some standing here
who will not taste death till they see the
kingdom of God present with power”
(Mark 9:1). Concerning this power, Je-
sus told His apostles, “But you shall re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be wit-
nesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of
the earth” (Acts 1:8).



On the day of Pentecost, in the city
of Jerusalem, during the days of the
Roman empire, the Holy Spirit made
His presence and power known and
confirmed that the kingdom was being
established (Acts 2). Peter directed the
audience to the scriptures as he spoke
of Joel referring to the Holy Spirit (cf.
Joel 2:28-32). Peter spoke of David
with reference to Christ upon His
throne (Ps. 16:8-10; 110:1) and of His
reign according to the determinate
counsel and foreknowledge of God
(Acts 2:23).

The Citizens of Christ’s Kingdom

The kingdom has been received
(Hebrews 12:25-29). The question we
now ask: who received it? Souls have
been and can be added to the kingdom
(Colossians 1:13). Who is added?
Christ now reigns over His kingdom (1
Corinthians 15:25). Over whom is He
reigning?

First, we must establish that the
kingdom is not and was never intended
to be solely Jewish. God promised to
Abraham and his children that in his
seed all nations of the earth would be
blessed (Genesis 12:3 ff.). By inspira-
tion, Paul made it clear that this prom-
ise is fulfilled in Christ (Galatians
3:26-29). Note, “There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor
free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And
if you are Christ’s, then you are

7 |saiah 11:1-5, 10; 42:1-9; 49:1-6, 8,
19-22; 54:2-3, 62:2.

Abraham’s seed, and heirs according
to the promise” (vv. 28-29).

Through Isaiah, God gave many
prophecies to indicate that the family
would be enlarged to include the Gen-
tiles.” The family was enlarged begin-
ning with the house of Cornelius (Acts
10). The new name was then given.®

Seeing that His kingdom is not
strictly a Jewish kingdom, the citizens
of the kingdom do not enter through a
physical birth. One becomes a citizen
and child of this kingdom by a spiritual
re-birth. One must be born into the
kingdom of God by a new birth of wa-
ter and Spirit (John 3:3-5).

On Pentecost we see the first exam-
ple of souls being added to the newly
established kingdom by being baptized
for the forgiveness of their sins and re-
ceiving the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:38-41). God has continued adding
the saved to the church/kingdom
through the new birth of water and
Spirit since that day (Acts 2:47). Thus,
the spiritual re-birth is promised only
to those who obey God (Acts 5:32).
The obedient are they who are “rich in
faith,” “love the Lord,” and are “heirs
of the kingdom™ (James 2:5).

The Law of Christ’s Kingdom

Every kingdom has a law. The law
of the kingdom of Christ rests upon
Christ and His authority. Isaiah said
that the government would be upon His

8 |saiah 56:5; 62:2; 65:15; Acts 11:26.
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shoulders and of the increase of the
government and peace there would be
no end (Isaiah 9:6-7). Christ confirmed
that the authority of heaven and earth
had been given to Him (Matthew
28:18). When we speak the truth of
Christ, our testimony has all authority
(Titus 2:15).

By the authority of Christ, the terms
of salvation are given to Jews and Gen-
tiles alike.® The new covenant was pur-
chased by the blood of Christ (Mat-
thew 26:28) and offers the remission of
sins to every nation, kindred, people,
and tongue of the earth. In His king-
dom there is no discrimination be-
tween Jews and Gentiles.

The law of Christ is not to be
viewed merely as a continuation of the
law of Moses. The law of Moses was
fulfilled and abolished by Christ.
Christ fulfilled all of the Law of Moses
(Matthew 5:17-18). Paul confirms by
inspiration that Christ has abolished
the law.'® God made the covenant with
Israel old by the resurrection and gos-
pel of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 8:13). He
took away the first so that He could es-
tablish the second (Hebrews 10:9).
Through Christ we have a new cove-
nant with God. God promised a new
covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34), know-
ing this would be fulfilled in Christ
(Hebrews 8:7 ff.), and in Christ we

9 Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16;
Acts 15:11; Acts 17:30; Acts 20:21; Ro-
mans 1:16; Romans 2:10-11; Romans
10:12; 1 Corinthians 1:24; Ephesians 3:1-6.
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have this new and living way (Hebrews
10:19-20).

His kingdom is now established.
The Prince of life has been welcomed
into heaven, lauded by angels, and is
seated upon His throne at the right
hand of the Father — “Thy scepter, thy
throne, thy kingdom.” It is not for man
to doubt but to bow in humble subjec-
tion and obedience to His gospel, His
government, and His glory.
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The Church of Christ

Elliot Hamm

What do you think of when you
think of the church of Christ? I recently
asked a Bible class of six- to ten-year-
olds that very question. The consensus
was the church of Christ is “my
church.” As a result, I could not help
but think of Jesus’ words, “And on this
rock I will build My church” (Matthew
16:18, NKJV). It is the church that was
purchased by Jesus, with His own
blood.

I asked that same question to my
two children, ages six and two. My
youngest agreed with the previous an-
swer. My oldest gave a response | did
not expect. She told me that the church
of Christ is “where Christians are.” She
further explained that it is where you
would find them, but she also told me
that Christians are those who are “bap-
tized in the water.” Now, taking into
consideration the answers the children
gave, it leaves me amazed how much
we can learn from them. Still, let us
further examine this question, what is
the church of Christ? This question has
brought about thoughts, comments,
and sermons from numerous faithful
gospel preachers of times past and cur-
rent. This question is a question that is

1V. E. Howard, What Is the Church of
Christ? (West Monroe, LA: Central Print-
ers & Publishers, 1989), 31.

“of vital importance to the salvation of
your soul.”?

Origin

We need to begin and expound
upon the origin of the church, but we
must also differentiate between what
the church is and is not. The church of
Christ is unique from denominations
because it is the only church that God
designed and Christ built (Ephesians
3:10-11; Matthew 16:18). Itis not a hu-
man invention but a divine institution.

The church of Christ has only one
source of authority. That is the Bible,
God’s Word! It is the only church that
we read about in the Bible (Romans
16:16). Itis a church that does not have
a creed but has Christ as its example
and pattern.

The members of Christ’s church
bear His name — Christians (Acts
11:26). It is a church where there is no
earthly head but only Christ (Colos-
sians 1:18) and that speaks where the
Bible speaks and is silent where the Bi-
ble is silent (1 Peter 4:11).

It is a church that teaches,
preaches, and studies a powerful doc-
trine that Paul explains in Romans
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1:16. It has the power to save souls and
is patterned after New Testament
teachings.

Doctrine

What do the churches of Christ
teach? In short, it teaches the doctrine
that God has designed, a doctrine that
Christ taught. It is a doctrine that the
apostles taught. It details how mankind
can be saved. We often refer to this as
God’s Plan of Salvation. It consists of
the following: hear God’s Word (Ro-
mans 10:13-17); believe God’s Word
(John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6); repent of
sins (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 17:30-31);
confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of
God (Matthew 10:32-33; Romans
10:9-10); be baptized for the remission
of sins (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 2:38);
and live faithfully (Revelation 2:10).

What are the practices of the
churches of Christ? The practices can
be summed up with how the churches
of Christ worship. We worship God,
not ourselves. We must do this as God
has commanded in the Bible. There are
five (5) acts of authorized worship.
Those acts are singing without the aid
of instrumental music (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16); prayer (1 Timothy
2:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:17); partaking
of the Lord’s Supper (Matthew 26:26-
28; 1 Corinthians 11:23-28); giving (1
Corinthians 16:1-2); and preaching
(Acts 20:7; 2 Timothy 4:1-5). We are

2 Leroy Brownlow, Why | Am a Mem-
ber of the Church of Christ (Brownlow,
1973), 30.
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to worship God “in spirit and truth”
(John 4:24D).

Names & People in the Church

To fully comprehend what the
church of Christ is, we must also look
at the name. We have previously estab-
lished that Jesus is the founder of the
church, the builder (Matthew 16:18).
As such it bears His name. The Bible
also calls it “the church” (Acts 8:1),
“the body of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12),
“the church of the living God” (1 Tim-
othy 3:15), and “church of the
firstborn” (Hebrews 12:23).

It is not the only thing that bears
Christ’s name. The church consists of
people — more specifically, followers
of Jesus who have faithfully obeyed
His teachings. As a result of faithful
obedience to God’s Word, they are
added to the church by the Lord (Acts
2:47). Acts 11:26 tells us that those
were first “called Christians at Anti-
och.” “Members of the churches of
Christ speak of the church in scriptural
terms.”?

Conclusion

To answer the question, what is the
church of Christ, we had to look at the
origins, authority, doctrine (teachings
and practices), and people. All these
different subjects show us what the
churchis. Truly, it is sad that time must
be spent to distinguish what the church
is and is not because of “confusion”



that has been, and is still, in the world
regarding churches. Quite simply put,
it is the only church revealed in the
New Testament. It is the only church,
when compared to denominations, that
has roots in what Jesus declared in His
earthly ministry, established on the
Day of Pentecost. Jesus explained in
Matthew 15:13 that the other religions
that are founded upon traditions of men
will be “rooted up.”

So, friends, what is the church of
Christ? We should follow the New
Testament example. Read what the Bi-
ble says on the matter. Even listen to

what small children can tell us. Is the
church of Christ our church, the church
where other Christians are found? |
pray that we have established this pat-
tern in the New Testament as our
guide, not differing from what is found
in the Bible by adding to it or taking
away from it to fit our desires!

| pray that we are all faithful to the
truth, that we are still following what
the apostles were commanded in the
Great Commission given by Jesus as
recorded in Matthew 28:18-20 and
Mark 16:15-18, making disciples of
people by being disciples ourselves.

Continuing the Work of Christ

Tom McLemore

“..always abounding in the work of
the Lord...”

1 Corinthians 15:58

The phrase “the work of the Lord”
indicates two things: 1) it is the work
which the Lord himself does; 2) when
Christians are engaged in the same ac-
tivity in which the Lord engages, they
are doing the work of the Lord. Chris-
tians must recognize that evangelism is
the Lord working in and through us. As
we engage in the work of the Lord, the
Lord works with us (Mark 16:20).

The story of the early church is a
story of the Lord’s activity in and
through his disciples. This is empha-
sized by the prominence of “the name

of the Lord Jesus” and similar phrases
in the book of Acts. Luke stresses that
even though the Jews had put Jesus of
Nazareth to death, God raised him up,
he sits on David’s throne at God’s right
hand, and he is still at work among
them through the Spirit. His murderers
did not get rid of him at all! Even
though he could no longer be seen
walking among men, even though his
audible voice was no longer heard as it
was before, and even though he was
not physically present while healing
and helping, he was still there. His
work continued.

Now, again, the way that Luke gets
this across is by emphasizing the name
of Jesus in connection with what went
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on in the early days of Christianity.
This is particularly evident in the heal-
ing of the lame man in Acts 3 with em-
phasis upon the name of Jesus. Jesus
was present with his people. His saving
power was still active during the time
of his absence.

Just as Jesus promised that he
would be with his people unto the end
of the age, he was (Matthew 18:20;
28:20). Luke said at the beginning of
his second book, “In the first book, O
Theophilus, | have dealt with all that
Jesus BEGAN to do and teach” (Acts
1:1). What Luke relates in this second
book is what Jesus was CONTINU-
ING to do and teach. And the manner
in which Luke emphasizes this is by
letting us hear the name of Jesus and
see what occurred in connection with
it.

Jesus was still active, still doing,
still teaching. His cause continued to
move onward and outward. The use of
his name brings this fact into sharp fo-
cus. The point of the miracle Peter and
John performed upon the lame man is
not the miracle itself but that the name
of Jesus who was doing the miracle!
So, the speaking of the name of Jesus
was to the early church a witness...a
testimony that Jesus was alive, present
with them, active, and doing.

When we look at the rest of Luke’s
book, we can see how important this is.
When the sick were healed, the name
of Jesus was spoken (Acts 4:7, 10).
When signs and miracles occurred, the
name of Jesus was heard (Acts 4:30).
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When people were baptized, Jesus’
name was spoken (Acts 2:38; 8:16;
10:48; note carefully Acts 19:1-5;
22:16).

When the disciples taught and
preached, the name of Jesus was spo-
ken (Acts 5:28, 40; 8:12; 9:15, 27, 29).
The name of Jesus was praised (Acts
19:17). People called upon the name of
Jesus (Acts 9:14; 22:16). When people
suffered for being Christians and were
ready to die, it is clear that it was for
the name of Jesus (Acts 5:41; 9:16;
15:26; 21:13). And perhaps Luke’s
message is emphasized most explicitly
when he reports that as Peter healed
Aeneas, he said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus
Christ heals you” (Acts 9:34).

When we baptize someone, we
speak the name of Jesus. When we
pray we say, “In Jesus’ name.” Not be-
cause baptism or prayer would be no
good without it. Not because there is
power in the ritual act of saying Jesus’
name in and of itself, but because it
bears a message! It says, “We are do-
ing this because we believe Jesus is
alive to cleanse this person who is be-
ing baptized! He is alive to bear our
humble prayers to the throne of the
Majesty on high! He is alive, he is with
us, and he is saving and acting!” This
we say when we speak the name of Je-
sus with these acts. Any good works
and worthy accomplishments among
his people are his doing! This applies
especially when we are engaged in the
work of evangelism, for in a unique
way, this is “the work of the Lord.”



The Lord is teaching his word through
us.

How is “the work of the Lord” pos-
sible? The resurrected, exalted Lord is
the source of strength for doing the
work of the Lord (2 Thessalonians
1:11; 2:16, 17; cf. 1 Thessalonians
1:8). There are numerous passages
about the Lord being at work in us
(Ephesians 3:20; Philippians 2:13; 1
Thessalonians 2:13; Ephesians 4:12;
Philippians 1:6). Paul depended upon
this strength in doing the work of the
Lord. God’s grace enabled him (1 Co-
rinthians 15:10; Ephesians 4:7; 2 Co-
rinthians 12:9-10).

Everything Paul did in the work of
the Lord he did “in the Lord,” i.e., in
fellowship with the risen Lord, under
his direction, enabled by him (1 Corin-
thians 9:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 2:12; Gala-
tians 5:10; Ephesians 4:17; 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 3:12; Phi-
lippians 2:19, 24; 2 Thessalonians 3:4;
Philippians 4:10). “In the Lord,” the
church can do everything that the work
of the Lord requires. We may abound
in it, labor (work hard) in it, be stead-
fast and constant in it, and be immova-
bleinit.

Engage, then, in the work of the
Lord, all of his people! Be fervent in
the work of the Lord. Do the work of
the Lord “in Jesus name.” Always utter
that blessed and glorious name as we
go about doing his work. Let him work
in us and through us, and acknowledge
his working in us and through us, “in
the name of Jesus.”
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The New Birth
John 3:1-7

1. The expression “born again” is Biblical terminology.
2. Those who have not experienced it are under the power of Satan.
(cf. John 3:5 w/ Colossians 1:13)

I. Thing Upon Which We Will Agree

A.
B.

C.

Christ is positive about the requirement. “Verily... except.”
Whatever the New Birth is, it is contained in the Great Com-
mission. Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 24:46, 47.
That which the Apostles required of sinners explains what the
New Birth is and that it is required by Christ. Acts 2:37-41.

Il. The Requirements of The New Birth

A

How the Spirit does his part:

1. The word is the instrument of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians
6:17; Revelation 2:17

2. Begettal through the word. 1 Corinthians 4:15; 1 Peter
1:22-25; James 1:18

Water is a reference to Baptism.

1. The delivery from the grave of water brings us into the
new life. Romans 6:1-6.

2. Baptism puts us into Christ where we are called the “new
creation.” Galatians 3:26, 27; 1 Corinthians 12:13.

Peter begat those on Pentecost through the preaching of the

Gospel, and they were baptized. Acts 2:4, 22, 36-38.

I11.Some Other Considerations:

A.

B.

C.

Jesus was using figurative language with Nicodemus; Peter
was using literal language on day of Pentecost.

Nicodemus could NOT have entered the kingdom that day be-
cause it was not yet established. Mark 9:1

One’s genealogical, racial, economic, educational, or social
standing does not give them a standing before God.

Have you been “born again”? Are you a genuine Christian?

-Mike Kiser
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