


































































































































































































































































instrumental music in worship, fellow­
shipping denominational churches, the 
nature and efficacy of baptism, premil­

and the authority of elder­
ships as it relates to the work of the 
church. Lipscomb's positions became 
the positions of many churches who 
subscribed to the Gospel Advocate if 
for no other reason than "Uncle Dave" 
explained it to them. 3 

In addition to a solid Biblical stance 
on most issues, the GA became a 
"blog" of church news and gospel suc­
cesses. Restoration history can be 
traced through its pages as evangelists 
and local churches wrote about their 
progress or decline. It also served as a 
meeting place for missionaries and 
supporting congregations. Instead of 
writing to individual congregations, 
evangelists would plead with congre­
gations to support them through the 
pages of the Advocate. Generally, 
Americans were hungry for news from 
around the world, and taking the gos­
pel to them was newsworthy. 

American Christian Review 
(1856-1887) 

Edited by the experienced Benja­
min Franklin, who had edited the Re­
former (1845-1847), the Western Re­
former (1847-1850), and the Procla­
mation and Reformer (1850-1853), it 
began as a monthly. It became a 
weekly by 1858, and Franklin was its 
editor till his death in 1878. 

Franklin was a common man and he 
had an uncommon popularity with 
most people. His editorials became a 
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powerful force in the brotherhood. Yet, 
he always seemed to go against the 
flow - when the world was at war, he 
was a pacifist; when there were shouts 
to organize and create a missionary so­
ciety, he at first liked the idea, but he 
later opposed it when the ACMS made 
its "war resolutions" (local churches 
were being bullied into conforming to 
the will of the ACMS's leadership); his 
residence was in Ohio, the North, but 
he had sympathies for the South during 
the Civil War; he did not believe a 
Christian could fight against other 
Christians; when the call came for in­
strumental music in churches, Franklin 
used every editorial muscle to oppose 
anything not found in the Church of the 
ancient order. Franklin used articles 
from McGarvey and Lard like ham­
mers every chance he got to oppose the 
use of mechanical instruments in the 
assembly of the Lord's people. 

After Franklin's death in 1887, the 
American Christian Review floundered 
a bit before Daniel Sommer, Ben 
Franklin's unofficial protege, bought 
the paper and changed its name to the 
Octographic Review (1887-1913). 
Earl West said that Sommer was "par­
ticularly adept at making close friends 
and fierce enemies."4 As is the case 
with many unpolished students, Som­
mer went to extremes to prove his loy­
alty to the most beloved Franklin. If 
Franklin used a hammer, Sommer used 
a flame-thrower. This tendency pushed 
many readers toward the Christian 
Standard. 



Lard's Quarterly 
(1863-1868) 

Moses Lard (1818-1880) started his 
Quarterly at the worst possible time. It 
was in the middle of the Civil War, 
supplies were tight, and tensions were 
high. Yet, Lard found a way to work 
for the Lord. 

Olbricht quotes Lard, recording that 
"from April 1863 to April 1864, I 
preached 370 discourses. These aver­
aged one hour fifteen minutes each in 
length; that is, I stood in the pulpit 462 
hours in the year. The result of this la­
bor was about 350 confessions ... and 
to this be added writing for the Quar­
terly, correcting proof, travelling, and 
heavy domestic duties."5 

He launched the first quarterly of 
the young brotherhood from Kentucky 
(Georgetown and Lexington), and he 
dealt with well-thought-out themes, 
such as: the validity of the reformation 
(restoration) movement, open/closed 
communion, fellowship with denomi­
nations, the inspiration of the Scrip­
tures, infant baptism, should Christians 
go to war, and the differences between 
the Old and New Covenants. 

Along with his editorial contribu­
tions to the Apostolic Times (1869-
1872), Lard's reputation for careful 
scholarship guided the disciples into 
many discussions; and, along with 
McGarvey, his opposition of instru­
mental music caused many to wonder 
about this innovation. lard's Quar­
terly is still read widely today by 
preaching students. 

Christian Standard 
(1866-current) 

In an attempt to silence the voice of 
Ben Franklin in the American Chris­
tian Review, several wealthy disciples 
gathered on December 22, 1866 to 
form the Christian Publishing Associa­
tion. What developed from that meet­
ing was a pro-war, pro-society, pro-in­
strument, and pro-liberal spirit as per 
Isaac Errett. 6 

The goal was certainly to push 
away the South, banish the crude (Ben 
Franklin and David Lipscomb), and 
gather the progressives who wanted to 
rescue the Church from legalists. After 
a year and a half, the $100,000 attempt 
was near bankruptcy and was handed 
over to Errett to "save it if you can." 
Eventually, it was saved when the 
R.W. Carroll Co., owned by a Quaker, 
bought the company and retained Er­
rett as the editor. 

Firm Foundation 
(1884-2010) 

The best description of the value of 
the Firm Foundation is Lane Cub­
stead' s Master's Thesis for the Univer­
sity of Texas in 1957. 7 Since the new 
editor, Austin McGary, viewed bap­
tism as the defining moment when a 
sinner obtains the forgiveness of sins 
and an entrance into the family of God, 
he didn't like the way the Gospel Ad­
vocate and its editor, David Lipscomb, 
allowed Baptists members to merely 
transfer their membership to a church 
of Christ when they joined the church. 
He also disliked the digressive 
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individuals moving into Texas and 
bringing their northern errors of the 
Missionary Society and instrumental 
music. 

The FF became a forum for discuss­
ing Texas issues and brotherhood is­
sues and a place to report church activ­
ities, missionary work around the 
world, and successes of gospel meet­
ings. Some even said that a young man 
needed only a good Bible and a sub­
scription to the Firm Foundation, and 
he would make a good preacher. 

The churches in this time, l 880s-
1900s, would focus on evangelism. 
Their preacher, if they had one, would 
preach evangelism every Sunday. He 
would gather up his best sermons and 
go on gospel meeting tours in the sum­
mer. This way, he could make some 
money from "meeting work." Some 
preachers became legendary for the 
places they went, the extremes they en~ 
dured (not to mention the wives they 
left at home to do everything else), and 
the people they added to the Lord's 
church. 

One such evangelist was J .D. Tant. 
Following his work was like watching 
a cowboy and Indians serial and was 
very encouraging to young preachers 
and the faithful in Christ. Other famous 
Texas preachers aided the brother­
hood, like John T. Poe, T.B. Larimore, 
Guy N. Woods, Joe Warlick, Foy Wal­
lace, Sr., Foy Wallace, Jr, and Cled 
Wallace. 

22 I G o s p e I G I e a n e r 

To really understand the Restora­
tion Movement, one must study its pri­
mary sources - its periodicals. 

Endnotes 

1 Refer to these titles for exhaustive infor­
mation on this topic: J. B. Major, "The Role of 
Periodicals in the Development of the Disciples 
of Christ, 1850-1910," (Doctor of Philosophy 
Thesis, Vanderbilt University, 1966); B. J. Hum­
ble, "The Missionary Society Controversy in the 
Restoration Movement 1823-1875," (Doctor of 
Philosophy Dissertation, State University of 
Iowa, 1964); The Encyclopedia of the Stone­
Campbell Movement, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
2004), D. Little, "The Gospel Advocate," 361-
363; D. Little, "American Christian Review," 
27-28; T. Olbricht, "Lard's Quarterly," 451-452, 
and H. Webb, "Christian Standard," 197-198; E. 
I. West, Search/or the Ancient Order, vol 2, 73-
318. 

2 See David Little, "Gospel Advocate," Stone­
Campbell Movement, 361-363; E. I. West, 
Search/or the Ancient Order, vol 2, 239-268; J. 
B. Ferguson, Spirit Communion ( 1855). 

3 R. Hughes, "The Editor-Bishop: David Lip­
scomb and the Gospel Advocate," in The Power 
of the Press- The Forrest Reed Lectures of 1986 
(Nashville: Disciples of Christ Historical Soci­
ety, 1986), 1-34. 

" See W. E. Wallace, Daniel Sommer 1850-
1940: A Biography (no publication information, 
1969); E. I. West, Search/or the Ancient Order, 
vol 2, 292. 

s T. Olbricht, "Lard's Quarterly," in The Ency­
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(Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004), 451. 

6 E. l. West, Search for the Ancient Order, vol 
2, 23-44. 
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and Its Editors," (Master of Arts Thesis, Univer­
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BOW CHURCH MEMBERS BURT GOD 
Psalms 78:40-43 

Introduction 
I. The passage speaks of lsrae]'s insubordination in time past. 

2. The Psa]mist goes back to the time of the Exodus; how often in the desert 
they rebelled time and again. They grieved God despite His display of mirac­
ulous signs in Egypt. 

3. Vs. 41. "Limited" - "mark off', "provoked", "vexed", or "cause pain" 

Discussion 
I. By Having A Carnal Mind 

A. Worldliness destroys the influence of truth. Matthew 13:22 

B. Worldliness deceives regarding priorities. 2 Timothy 4: I 

C. Worldliness will cause the soul to be lost. I John 2: 17 

II. By Having A Covetous Heart 

A. It causes disobedience (Achan). Joshua 7 

B. It causes Christ to be rejected (rich young ruler). Luke 12 

C. It causes dishonesty (Ananias & Sapphira). Acts 5 

0. It causes prayers to be unanswered. James 4:3 

III. By Having an Indifferent Attitude 

A. Luxury smothers spirituality. Amos 6:1, 4-6; Revelation 3:14-16 

B. Other responsibilities crowd out Jesus. Matthew 22:5 

C. It aids Jove of sin. Isaiah 5:20; Matthew 24: 12; Reve1ation 3:20-23 

IV. By Having an Implacable Disposition 

A. It ignores the example of Jesus. Luke 23 :34; Ephesians 4:32 

B. It b1ocks our own forgiveness. Matthew 6: 15 

C. It disregards the principle of grace. Luke 17:4; Ephesians 1 :7 

V. By Having A Stubborn Will. 

A. The call of the Word unheeded. Acts 8:22; Revelation 3: 19, 20 

B. Causes by an evil heart. Romans 2:4, 5; Hebrews 3: 12 

C. Causes the soul to be lost. Luke 13:3; 2 Peter 3:9 

Conclusion 
I. Are you causing God a problem? Are you a pain in His heart? 

2. We are all capable of doing so. Let us beware. 

Mike Kiser 

24 I G o s p e I G I e a n e r 



What a Gospel Preacher Should Be 
David R. Pharr 

A gospel preacher should be a 
preacher of the gospel! Whether he is 
fulltime or part-time, experienced or a 
novice, married or single, located or 
itinerant, eloquent or plain, cultured or 
uncultured, educated or self-learned, 
the one thing that defines a gospel 
preacher is that he communicates the 
truth of God's word by the best means 
available to him. All else that might 
contribute to the effectiveness of his 
ministry is secondary to the power that 
is in the message itself. 

"For the word of God is living and 
powerful" (Heb. 4: 12). "I charge you 
therefore before God and the Lord Je­
sus Christ, who will judge the living 
and the dead at His appearing and His 

kingdom: Preach the word" (2 Tim. 
4: l f). 

A gospel preacher should be a faith­
ful Christian. Such as are otherwise are 
hypocrites and insults to the message, 
being in themselves "enemies of the 
cross of Christ" (Phil. 3: 18). Preaching 
as a profession has an unsavory reputa­
tion in much of society. Certainly, it is 
unfair for the name of a good man to 

be stained by the grime found on other 
men's characters, especially those who 
portray themselves as preachers. In 
morals and ethics, God demands no 
more of a preacher than is demanded of 
any brother or sister, but the realities of 
society demand particular care for a 

gospel preacher, that his integrity, 
speech, manners, appearance, moral 
uprightness, etc. be unquestioned. 

"In all things showing thyself a pat­
tern of good works: in doctrine show­
ing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 
sound speech, that cannot be con­
demned; that he that is of the contrary 
part may be ashamed, having no evil 
thing to say of you" (Titus 2:7 ff). 

A gospel preacher should be pre­
pared. Jesus kept the apostles in train­
ing for three years. Timothy needed 
time with Paul before he could be left 
on duty at Ephesus. It appears that John 
Mark was anxious to get started, but 
not prepared to stay the course. In time 
he would become more useful (Acts 
15:36; 2 Tim. 4: 11 ). This is not to say 
education must be formal. It is to say 
that a man who thinks preaching will 
just come to him naturally will end up 
a natural disaster! 

A brother told of going to hear a 
certain denominational preacher who 
was denouncing "college-bred preach­
ers." He said, "I thank God, I'm an ig­
norant man. Lord, make me more igno­
ranter!" A voice from the back said, 
"Lord, you'll shore have a hard time" 
(H. P. Reeves, Gospel Advocate, July 
18, 1963). Great men who have done 
great work first had to be prepared 
(Ezra 7: 10). 
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A gospel preacher should be a stu­

dent who never graduates, who has a 

never-ending thirst to know more­

more of the Bible, more of how to com­
municate, more about answering error, 

and more about being a better person. 

"First principles" are not enough (Heb. 

5: 12ft). 

One who teaches others wants to 

bring them to his level of understand­

ing, but what happens when they get 

there and he does not know how to take 

them higher? It has been said that a 

good preacher preaches from the over­
flow, meaning he has first been filling 
himself with Scripture. "Let the word 

of Christ dweH in you richly" (Col. 

3: 16). "A good man out of the good 

treasure of his heart brings forth good 

things" (Matt 12:35). 

Study is more than putting together 
a sennon outline. It is building a treas­

ure from which rich things can be 

shared with hearers. A gospel preacher 
should approach the Book, and related 

books, as a place where gold can be 

found by hard digging. Thus, "Give at­

tention to reading" (I Tim. 4: 13). 

Someone told of an older preacher 
who, speaking to some younger men, 
boasted that he had reached the age 

when he no longer needed to study. His 
very statement showed he had not stud­
ied enough. 

Paul, in prison and with not long to 

Jive, asked Timothy to bring him "the 

books, and especiaHy the parchments" 

(2 Tim. 4: 13). The other side of2 Tim­
othy 2: 15 is that a preacher ought to be 
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ashamed if he has not learned to handle 

the word of God correctly. 

A gospel preacher should be a 

member of the congregation wherever 

he is, which means he has the same 
kind of responsibilities as other mem­

bers have. His place is not as an out­

sider hired as an independent contrac­
tor. He is a member of the body, a 

brother in the family. The fact that he 

may eventuaHy move to another place 

does not give him independent status. 

He will participate as others are ex­

pected to participate, whether in at­
tendance, giving, visiting, personal 
evangelism, benevolence, building 

maintenance, etc. 

One who is salaried to be fulltime 

should expect in some things to do 

more than is possible by those whose 

time is less available. In every life 
there are unfair expectations, but one 

should be slow to insist, "I wasn't hired 

to do that." Jesus taught that menial 
work is meaningful work (Jn. 13: l 2ff). 

Jack Lewis wrote on the word dou­
los ("slave") as applied to preachers. 

"One weH-known preacher has stated 
as his rule of life that if anyone asks 

him to do something, he tries to do it if 
he can at all do so. He is a slave to his 
people" (Firm Foundation, Sept. 2, 
1980). 

Here is what Paul said about his 
time with the Thessalonians. "But we 

were gentle among you, just as a nurs­

ing mother cherishes her own children. 

So, affectionately longing for you, we 
were well pleased to impart to you not 



only the gospel of God, but also our 
own lives, because you had become 
dear to us. For you remember, breth­
ren, our labor and toil; for laboring 
night and day, that we might not be a 
burden to any of you, we preached to 
you the gospel of God" (I Thess. 
2:7ft). 

A gospel preacher should be one 
who edifies the church. Most preachers 
speak to basically the same audience 
from week to week. If he speaks to 100 
people for thirty minutes, he consumes 
fifty of their man-hours. At only $10 
per hour, that is $500 he might have 
made doing something else. The point 
to be made is that when a preacher has 
the opportunity to use people's time, 
he needs to give them something of 
value. 

Charles Spurgeon said, "Spend 
more time in the study that you need 
less time in the pulpit." People come to 
be fed and they need a balanced diet. 
Paul told the Ephesians: "And now, 
brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an in­
heritance among all them which are 
sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 

Illustrations and thoughts on cur­
rent events may have some place in 
preaching, but people need Scripture. 
"The preacher of small subjects is 
doomed. The great themes hold the 
field; and they hold the field simply be­
cause people, tired to death of trifles, 
need a tonic of 'big things"' (Reeves, 
ibid). 

A gospel preacher should be an 
evangelist, one who goes to the people 
to win them to Christ. "Do the work of 
an evangelist" (2 Tim. 4:5). It's a work 
to do "publicly and from house to 
house" (Acts 20:20). 

Peter had to go to Cornelius's 
house. Philip the evangelist preached 
to crowds in Samaria, but he had to get 
into the eunuch's chariot near Gaza. 
Much can be done not only by sound 
preaching from a pulpit but also, as 
Paul did, by setting up appointments 
for Bible study (Acts 28:23). 

A gospel preacher should be ready 
to defend the faith, to be "set for the 
defense of the gospel" (Phil. 1: 17). 
Readiness is not only willingness, it is 
preparedness. 

One cannot keep up with every 
fo)]y invented by men (Eccl. 7:29), but 
he should know about and be ready to 
answer the more prominent issues in 
the ecclesiastical world, as well as the 
hobbies which trouble the brother­
hood. 

Knowing how to give an answer ( 1 
Pet. 3: 15) includes knowing how argu­
ments ought to be framed. More im­
portant, however, is to be able to bring 
to bear what God's word actually says. 
Jesus knew where to find the text that 
needed to be read (Luke 4: 17). When 
Pharisees insisted on their own tradi­
tions, Jesus used Old Testament his­
tory to expose their inconsistency 
(Mark 2:23ft). In fact, it was by book, 
chapter, and verse that He silenced His 
greatest adversary (Matt. 4: 1-11 ). 
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Finally, and in summation, a gospel 
preacher is a "man of God." Paul 
adopted the Old Testament term for 
prophets and applied it to Timothy, 
who was preaching at Ephesus ( 1 Tim. 
6: 11; 2 Tim. 3: 16f). 

A gospel preacher is a professional, 
not because of the source of his in­
come, nor by having been ordained to 
that position, but because he has cho­
sen to give his life to sharing "the un­
searchable riches of Christ" (Eph. 3:8). 

Political Loyalty or 

Biblical Unity 

Ron Thomas 

Politics are directly related to the 
philosophies of man in the realm of 
governance and social services. What­
ever value there may be in embracing 
a political philosophy of life (I have 
done so), I suggest it is better to em­
brace a philosophy of life that is not of 
this world. In the Book of Romans, 
Paul wrote, "for the kingdom of God is 
not eating and drinking, but righteous­
ness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit" (14:17, ASV). 

First, the kingdom of God is that 
realm of spiritual location that belongs 
to the Lord; it is not of man's making 
(unlike politics, which is very much 
the makings of man). In Colossians 
3: 16, the Lord's apostle wrote, "Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly; in 
all wisdom teaching and admonishing 
one another with psalms and hymns 
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and spiritual songs, singing with grace 
in your hearts unto God" (3: 16). As 
you think about what he wrote, con­
sider that which is to reign in the mind 
(heart) of each person who identifies 
with the Lord - the very will of God. 
Each saint is to look into the Lord's 
Law of Liberty, seeking to understand 
and to make application (cf. James 
l :25; Eph. 5: 17). With the words of 
God reigning in the heart, one can be 
taught and can then teach others. 

Since the kingdom of God is asso­
ciated with the will of God, then we un­
derstand there is nothing in this mate­
rial world, such as food or possessions, 
that pertain to the kingdom of God. Are 
you wealthy? It matters not to the Lord. 
Are you poor? It matters not to the 
Lord. We know that nothing material is 
of any special benefit to those who love 
and serve the Lord. Yet, whatever one 
has, whether much or little, let him 
(her) use that to the glory of God. 

The material things of life are those 
things that belong to this life. Right­
eousness, however, has its origin in the 
will of God. It is His way of thinking; 
each of us is to adopt this way as we 
live in this material realm. The He­
brews writer said, "Follow after peace 
with all men, and the sanctification 
without which no man shall see the 
Lord" ( 12: 14 ). The word sanctification 
(ASV, NASV) is the word holiness in 
the ESV. In other words, if you do not 
present yourself to the Lord and to 
those in the world as holy (not "holier 
than thou"), it is not possible to please 
the Lord. 



A second point of consideration is 
the word peace. This word is related to 
Romans 5: I. "Therefore, since we 
have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

We are to live righteously in this 
world, but we cannot do so unless there 
is reconciliation (peace) between the 
sinner and the righteous Lord. With 
reconciliation in place between the de­
clared righteous one and the Lord, 
there must be an extended effort on the 
part of saints to be at peace with one 
another. Once again, notice the word of 
the Holy Spirit in Hebrews 12, "Fol­
low after peace with all men, and the 
sanctification without which no man 
shall see the Lord" (12: 14). lfone does 
not reciprocate what was given to him 
or her toward another, how can God's 
righteousness radiate from within? 

What is the "joy in the Holy Spirit"? 
Perhaps there are several things to con­
sider in relation to this third point. I 
suggest two that are of importance. 
First, the joy of the Holy Spirit is God's 
gift to those who have believed on the 
Lord, turned away from their sins, and 
were washed in the blood of Christ; 
these who have submitted themselves 
to the command to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord have the for­
giveness of sins (Acts 2:38). 

Secon~ the ones who have done as 
much, they one is sealed by the Lord 
for the day of redemption. Notice the 
words of Paul, "In him you also, when 
you heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and believed in him, 

were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit... the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it" (Eph. 
1:13-14). Also notice Paul's words to 
Timothy, "But God's firm foundation 
stands, bearing this seal: 'The Lord 
knows those who are his,' and, 'Let 
everyone who names the name of the 
Lord depart from iniquity"' (2 Tim. 
2: 19). 

Some people like to speak a great 
deal on which political philosophy 
they think is best for the community in 
which they live. "Should we live in a 
socialistic or capitalistic society?" is a 
question of great importance, but of 
greater importance are questions like: 
"Are you more loyal to your political 
philosophy or to the Lord?" "Will you 
maintain the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace, or will you allow your 
political philosophy, your partisanship, 
to direct how you look on those of a 
'like precious faith'?" 

My brethren let us be loyal to the 
Lord and to everything for which He 
stands, and let us not align ourselves 
with matters that pertain to this world. 
I do not want to suggest that you ab­
stain from being involved in the politi­
cal process; I only want to firmly en­
courage you to allow the Lord's way of 
thinking to reshape your approach to 
life. 
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"Behold upon the mountains 
the feet of him that bringeth 

good tidings, that pubfisheth 
peace! ... "(Nahu111 J:JS) 
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Update on the Work in Kenya 

In the January-February 2020 issue of the Gospel Gleaner, I gave a briefreport 

about a recent trip to Kisumu, Kenya, and the Kenya School of Preaching. Several 
of you have helped in this work. The Smyrna congregation in Culleoka, Tennes­

see, and the West Fayetteville congregation have made substantial contributions 
and are to be commended. To date, we have raised over $50,000 to help these 
brethren. 

We have been able to purchase land for the Migosi congregation to build a 

meetinghouse. It is my understanding that this congregation has moved eight 

times to different locations, renting each time. They now have land upon which 

to build a structure and grow roots in a community. The land is adjacent to the 

school of preaching campus. The school is sponsored by the Charlotte Avenue 
church in Rock Hill, South Carolina. David Pharr is one of the faithful elders of 

this good church. Many of you may remember David from his days directing the 

East Tennessee School of Preaching and Missions. Bear Valley Bible Institute 

also sends teachers from time to time and uses the school as one of its international 

campuses. 

We have been able to build a kitchen and dining hall for the students. We are 

now seeking to build the meeting house for the church. Once it is completed, we 

would like to purchase a bus for the school and church to use. We also would like 
to build housing for the preacher of the church and teachers at the school. The 

estimated costs for our plans are $160,000. If you would like to learn more about 

how you can work with me to help our brethren in Kenya, please contact me by 

email or by phone. 

I plan to return to Kisumu this winter if possible. If international travel is per­

mitted, and you would like to assist in those expenses, your help will be most 

appreciated. 

All contributions should be made out to: 

West Fayetteville church of Christ 

c/o Kenya Mission Fund 

24 Boonshill Rd. 

Fayetteville, TN 37334 

andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com 

(93 I) 433-6542 
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Ex.citing News about the Ciospel Cileaner 

The Qospel Q/eaner1s website has been updated. 
You can search every issue of the paper dating 
bacl~ to 1985. 

You also now have the option of receivin9 the 
Qospel Q/eaner electronically if you so desire. 

We will continue to print and mail hard copies of 
the paper six. times yearly. All subscriptions are 
free while supply is available. 

The Qospel Q/eaner is 9rowing. We have doubled 
in size since movin9 to West Fayetteville. We see 
no signs of stopping! We have increased by over 
500 subscribers so far this year! To Ciod be the 
glory! If you or your congre9ation would li~e to 
partner with us in this wor~, we will be 9lad to 
hear from you. 

www.gospelgleaner.com 
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The West Fayetteville Church of Christ 

Service Times 

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 am 

Sunday Worship : 10:30 am 

Sunday Evening Worship: 5:00 pm 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 pm 

24 Boonshill Road 

Fayetteville, TN 37334 

www.westfayetteville.net 

(93 I) 433-6542 
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,.,.n1e Chm•ehes orChrist Greet You" (llomans 16:UJ) 

The West Fayetteville Church of Christ in Fayetteville, Tennessee is 

pleased to bring you the Gospel Gleaner. Are you familiar with the 

churches of Christ? Have you ever attended our services before? 

Faithful churches of Christ desire to return to the New Testament and 

to be the church of the Bible. In the Bible, we find that the church is the 

assembly of all those who have been called out of the darkness of sin by 

obeying the gospel. These souls are added by God to the spiritual body 

of Christ, which is His church (Acts 2:42, 47; Ephesians 1:22-23). 

The church belongs to Christ. It is His church. We, therefore, seek to 

honor Christ as our Lord in our worship, teaching, and daily walk. 

One can be added to this sacred assembly and spiritual kingdom by 

hearing the gospel preached (Romans 10:17); believing the facts 

concerning Christ as revealed in the gospel (John 8:24); repenting of sin 

(Luke 13:3, 5); confessing faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10); and by being 

baptized into Christ (Romans 6:3; Colossians 2:11-13; Galatians 3:26-27) 

to wash sins away by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; Ephesians 1:7). 

For more information about the church or God's plan of salvation, we 

offer free Bible correspondence courses and personal Bible studies. Call 

or write to us. 

The Gospel Gleaner 
PO Box 456 

Fayetteville, TN 3 7334 

www.gospelgleaner.com 

Andy Erwin, Editor 

Correspondences, news and notes, and article considerations can be sent electronically to 
andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com. The West Fayetteville Church of Christ reserves the right of 
discretion in deciding which correspondences, news, notes, and articles to publish. 
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Inside this Issue 
Andy Erwin 

As we continue our journey through 

the Restoration Movement in America, 

our study has reached a period of re­

gression. The final decades of the 

twentieth century and first decades of 
the twenty-first century have seen a de­

cline in the numerical growth of the 
churches of Christ in America for the 
first time in 100 years. This period has 

witnessed changes in preaching and in 

educating our preachers. The change in 

preaching is one of many trends which 

could be discussed: however, we have 

selected it as the main theme for this 
issue. The present time can be com­

pared to the period before the split be­
tween Christian Churches and 
churches of Christ in the nineteenth 

century. A spirit of rebellion has pre­
vai1ed over many churches and church 

leaders in recent years leading to an in­

evitable and unfortunate division. 

In this issue we are honored to have 
writing for us the following men: Mike 

Greene from the Nashville School of 
Preaching; Mike Kiser and John T. 
Polk 11, long-time staff writers for the 

Gleaner; Billy Lambert, host of the tel­
evision broadcast "Getting to Know 
Your Bible;" David Pharr, Raymond 

Elliott, and Tom Mclemore, who each 
are valued contributors to the paper 

and great preachers. Thank you for 
your contributions to the paper! 

GospPI Gleanerll 



The Kind of Preaching Needed Today 
Billy Lambert 

For the past 58 years, I have at­
tempted to preach the glorious gospel 
of Christ. Should I have the option of 
living my life over, I would choose to 
do the same thing. These have been re­
warding years and I trust that my fee­
ble efforts have helped someone to be 
prepared along their journey into eter­
nity. 

With fondness do I recall older 
preachers whom I respected. There 
were giants in the faith like Foy Wal­
lace, G.K. Wallace, H.A. Dixon, Guy 
N. Woods, E. Claude Gardner, Furman 
Kearley, Rex Turner Sr., B.C. Good­
pasture, Hugo McCord, V.P. Black, 
Wendell Winkler, William Woodson, 
Roy Deaver, George DeHoff, George 
Bailey, Gus Nichols, and Willard Col­
l ins, all from whom I learned and prof­
ited. All of these men, as well as a host 
of others, helped mold me in the early 
days of preaching. Brother Rex Turner 
had all of his "preacher boys" read 
Hardeman's Tabernacle Sermons. He 
had them listen to reel-to-reel record­
ings of preachers who had been an in­
fluence on his life. G.A. Dunn was one 
of them. 

The preaching of these men, and 
others like them, were a contributing 
factor in the rapid growth of the church 
after WWII up until the mid-70s. The 
church of Christ was on fire. 
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Since that time, something has 
caused a tum in the opposite direction. 
Change has occurred. Not all change is 
undesirable. Some change is needful. 
However, from my limited view, it ap­
pears that stagnation and decline are 
the norm. True, there are a few bright 
spots of growth here and there, but that 
is often from swelling at the expense of 
other churches. 

How will we stem the tide of indif­
ference that pervades the church in this 
generation? Elders struggle to maintain 
the status quo. Preachers who have 
been on the firing line for years are 
voicing concern about the state of the 
church. How can we get back to the 
same level of enthusiasm and evange­
lism that existed in the past? 

What would be the result if we be­
gan to preach like we did when the 
church was on fire and souls were be­
ing saved? Is it not possible that we 
would have the same outcome we did 
in the past? Some may say, "These are 
different times and we must use a dif­
ferent approach today. You can't 
preach like was done years ago." Well, 
we have tried the new approach, so 
how has that worked out? If I may, I 
would like to offer a few observations 
on the kind of preaching that is needed 
in the twenty-first century. 



WE NEED DISTINCTIVE 
PREACHING 

The word "distinctive" means "dif­

ferent in a way that is easy to notice; a 

characteristic or quality that makes a 

person or thing different from others." 

It also means to "distinguish." Gospel 
preaching that makes a difference is 

distinct and distinguished from the 
weak, insipid preaching that caters to 

the whims of a world that clamors for 
entertainment and something new. 

When a man's sermons could be 

preached in any church in town with­
out raising an eyebrow, they lack dis­

tinction. Some sermons would not dis­

turb the devil. So long as we are going 
in the same direction as Satan, he will 
leave us alone. 

A distinction must be drawn be­

tween truth and error. A distinction 

must be made between the pure gospel 

and a polluted, perverted message. A 
distinction must be made between the 
Lord's church and religious organiza­

tions started by men. For a number of 
years, I have been the speaker on a na­
tional and international television pro­
gram. From the responses we get con­
stantly, I can tell you with certainty 

that people are hungry for simple, 
plain, understandable sennons that fill 
their souls with hope. 

WE NEED PASSIONATE 
PREACHING 

The late Paul D. Murphy was my 
mentor. One day he told me that I ei­
ther needed to put more fire in my ser­
mons or put my sermons in the fire. A 

few weeks before the death of brother 
V.P. Black, who was also one of my 

mentors, I told him that the one thing I 

see lacking in some of the preaching 

being done today is passion. When we 

have a burning desire to see men saved, 

we cannot contain ourselves. We will 
be like Isaiah when he said ••cry aloud, 

spare not; lift up your voice like a 
trump and show my people their trans­
gressions and the house of Jacob their 
sins" (Isa. 58: I). What about the weep­

ing prophet Jeremiah. who became so 

discouraged that he thought about giv­

ing up, but he could not because God's 
word was burning in his heart (Jer. 
20:9)? 

A piece of advice I was given as a 
young, wet-behind-the-ears preacher 

was, "You preach what you are ful I 
of." I am aware that sentences should 

not end with prepositions, but the ad­

vice was some of the best I ever re­

ceived. I was in a meeting in a rural 
congregation near Fulton, Mississippi. 
years ago. After one of the services, 

sister Margie Tucker walked up to me 
and said, "I can tell you what we need 
to do with some of the preachers today. 
They need to have their computers 
taken from them, then lock them up in 
their office with a Bible and tell them 
they can't come out until they know 

something." She might have been on to 
something. I will let you decide. Pas­
sion for preaching to save souls is a 
must if we fulfill the role of a gospel 
preacher (I Cor. 9: 15). 
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WE NEED BALANCED 
PREACHING 

Balance is essential in life. The tires 
on your car must be balanced. Your 
checking account must balance. There 

is balance in nature. A person walking 
a high wire needs balance. Those with 
vertigo know the importance of bal­
ance. We need balance in our spiritual 
walk as well. When Joshua picked up 
the mantle of leadership after Moses' 
death, he was told ·•tum not to the right 
hand or the left" (Josh. 1 :7). There 
must be balance in preaching if we 
truly .. preach the word" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

We preachers would do well to look 
back at the sermons we have preached. 
I tried to do that sometime back. Being 
one of those ••older preachers," I still 
have a filing system (albeit a little dis­
organized). I wanted to see what I had 
preached on more than other topics. I 
have thick files on some subjects and 
scant little in other files. I determined 
to strive for better balance. During hol­
idays at the end of the year, I try to em­
phasize topics that help those who hurt 
because of empty chairs at the table. 
We need to be sensitive to those who 
grieve. Birthdays, anniversaries, and 
holidays are hard on those who grieve. 

One year I determined that every 
Sunday morning sermon I preached 
would be about Christ. If there is a 
church that should put emphasis on 
Christ, it should be the church of 
Christ. There are limitless subjects that 
can be covered: the pre-earthly exist­
ence of Christ, the birth of Christ, the 
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death of Christ, the resurrection of 
Christ, the second coming of Christ, 
the parables of Christ, the miracles of 
Christ, the church of Christ, the prayer 
life of Christ, and the earthly ministry 
of Christ. Each of these can be a series. 

When is the last time you heard a 
sermon on heaven, hell, sin, the judg­
ment, falling from grace, music in wor­
ship, baptism, the Lord's Supper, for­
saking the assembly, role of women in 
the work of the church, or Bible au­
thority, to name a handful of subjects. 
Sermons on examples of conversion in 

the book of Acts are always in order. 
Brother Gus Nichols said he had three 
hundred sermons on the second chap­
ter of Acts alone! Most of these sub­
jects can be preached topically and/or 
with exposition. The latter is my favor­
ite. Regardless of how it is done, the 
full gospel must be preached (Acts 
20:27). That requires balance in sub­
ject selection. 

WE NEED PREACHING DONE IN 
LOVE 

Perhaps you have heard the 
preacher story about a church needing 
a preacher and as they were parading 
prospects before the congregation each 
Sunday, a decision had to be made. A 
young energetic young man came on a 
given Sunday and, having prior 
knowledge of one of the members who 
was wealthy but not a very liberal man, 
preached on "The Rich Fool." The very 
next week another young man came to 
"try out" for the vacant pulpit. Amaz­
ingly enough, he also preached on 



"The Rich Fool." When the time came 

to decide between the two final pro­
spects, the man with money told them 
they should hire the second man. It was 
obvious that both men knew of this 
brother's proclivity for greed and stin­
giness. They asked why he wanted the 
second man rather than the first. Here 
was his answer: "The first man 
preached like I was lost and on my way 

to torment and it seemed to please him. 
The second preached like I was lost 
and on my way to torment and it 
seemed to break his heart." 

Our preaching must be done in love 
(Eph. 4: 15). It is not enough to speak 
the truth. It must be done with a loving 
spirit, the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9). 

A well-known Alabama preacher once 
told me, "I like to preach when I'm 
mad." Who wants to listen to a mad 
man preach? Jesus did not come into 
the world to heap condemnation upon 
the human race. It was already con­
demned (John 3:14-18). A genuine 
love for souls wi11 produce loving 
presentations in the pulpit. 

I LOVE MY PREACHING 
BRETHREN 

As a young preacher, most of my 
time was spent with older preachers. I 
loved them all. It has broken my heart 
each time one of the preachers whom I 
admired went home to be with the 
Lord. I recall the day I learned of the 
tragic death of the late Willard Willis. 
He had just been in a meeting at the old 
Plateau congregation. I wept. I sti11 
grieve the death ofV. P. Black, whom 

I loved as a father. Just as I have loved 
those who helped mold and make me, 
I love my younger preaching brethren. 
I spend time with them as often as pos­
sible. They need encouragement. I 
know they think I am in a time warp. 
That is just what I thought of older 
preachers when I was their age. It is be­
cause I love them that I would like to 
give some advice. as unwanted as it 
may be. 

Young preachers need to read the 
sermons of older preachers. We live in 
a different time, but as brother N .B. 
Hardeman entitled one of his sermons, 
"The Bible, As It Is, Is Adapted To 
Man, As He Is." Truth never changes, 
and the needs of men have not 

changed. Our methods of preaching 
have changed, but the message must 
never change. Some of my first gospel 
meetings were with charts painted on a 
bedsheet. PowerPoint is a useful tool to 
replace the sheet sermon. Learn what 
those who have gone before you did in 
preaching that helped the Lord's 
church start in Jerusalem. spread 
throughout the world, and finally make 
it to the shores of our great nation. 
Those who pioneered in our country 
made the appeal to "Go back to the Bi­
ble." 

Now in the twenty-first century, we 
have the greatest opportunity to preach 
the restoration plea since the end of 
WWII. Men are empty and searching. 
With love in our hearts, let us preach 
every sermon as if it may be our last 
one to preach or the last one someone 
may hear. 
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Education for Ministry: Schools of Preaching 
Mike Greene 

As the children of Israel were about 
to enter the promised land after the 
forty-year long wilderness experience, 
Moses reminded them of the responsi­
bilities that would fall upon the people 
of God. Moses and his generation 
would soon be gone, and the next gen­
eration, and the generations after that, 
would have the responsibility to pass 
on to each successive generation the 
knowledge of God and His will, which 
God's providence preserved in written 
form. That responsibility was given 
specifically by Moses in Deuteronomy 
6:4-9: 

Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one! You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, and with all your strength. 
And these words which I command 
you today shall be in your heart. You 
shall teach them di I igently to your 
children, and shall talk of them when 
you sit in your house, when you walk 
by the way, when you lie down, and 
when you rise up. You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and they 
shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. 

By the time of the prophets and 
kings, it seems schools had sprung up 
to train men for the prophetic or 
preaching office. Individuals so trained 
are referred to in scripture as '"sons of 
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the prophets." The phrase "sons of the 
prophets" occurs 12 times in the Old 
Testament; once in I Kings and eleven 
times in 2 Kings. It also occurs once in 
Acts 3:25. The phrase first occurs in 1 
Kings 20:35. Of this Barnes writes: 

It signifies ... the schools or colleges 
of prophets which existed in several 
of the Israelite, and probably of the 
Jewish, towns, where young men 
were regularly educated for the pro­
phetical office. These "schools" 
make their first appearance under 
Samuel ( 1 Sam. 19:20). There is no 
distinct evidence that they continued 
later than the time of Elisha; but it is 
on the whole most probable that the 
institution survived the captivity, and 
that the bulk of the "prophets," 
whose works have come down to us 
belonged to them. 1 

Perhaps the most familiar use of the 
phrase is found in Amos 7:14: ''I was 
no prophet, nor was I a son of a 
prophet, but I was a sheepbreeder and 
a tender of sycamore fruit." By this, 
Amos responds to the charge leveled 
by Amaziah the priest that his words 
should not be heeded, saying in effect 
that he was not a professional prophet, 
nor a pupil or member of the prophets' 
schools, that is, one who has been 
trained to prophesy or preach, but that 
his calling was from the Lord (Amos 
7: 15-16).2 



This training to educate those who 

would teach others the Law of God no 
doubt continued through the intertesta­
mental period. Witness the rise of the 
Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, Rabbis, 

and lawyers that are found conversing 

with Jesus about the meaning of the 

Law during His lifetime. Interesting is 
the observation of the Jews when Jesus 
was teaching in the temple: "How does 

this Man know letters, having never 
studied?" (John 7: 15). 

The apostle Paul, in his defense be­
fore the Jews in Jerusalem, indicated 

he received his knowledge of the Law 

at the feet of Gamaliel, a member of the 
Sanhedrin and a well-known instructor 
of the Law (Acts 22:2-3). 

The pattern of having schools to in­
struct those who, in tum, would in­
struct God's people in the word has 
continued throughout the Christian 

age. Many of the great universities of 

Europe and America have their roots in 
the religious instruction and training of 
Christian ministers. 

The educational background and 
vocations of many early restoration 
preachers assured that such training 
would continue as they sought to re­
store the early church. In the first half 
of the nineteenth century, several col­
leges were established by these preach­
ers. Among them was Alexander 
Campbell's Bethany College, Bacon 
College, and Tolbert Fanning's Frank­
lin College. Before the tum of the cen­
tury, and after the division of the Chris­
tian Church and the churches of Christ, 

Nashville Bible School, which mor­

phed into David Lipscomb College, 
was begun. After the tum of the cen­

tury, schools such as Freed-Hardeman 
College, Abilene Christian College, 

Harding College, and many others 
were established. Some were short­
lived; others continue to exist. 

While none of the above-named 

schools were established exclusively to 
train preachers, many preachers were 

trained in Bible programs that recom­
mended them as preachers to an ex­

panding brotherhood of churches of 
Christ. Where such schools existed, the 
church tended to be much stronger, 

with greater membership than where 
no such schools were found. 

After World War II, a unique edu­
cational institution, the school of 
preaching, first made its appearance 
among churches of Christ. The reasons 
for this phenomenon could be traced to 

two factors. First, many of the men 
who had been involved in the war came 
home and decided to give greater en­

ergy and time to Christian ministry. 
The G.I. Bill helped many of these men 
attend Christian colleges to be trained 
to do ministry more effectively. But as 
time passed, and despite the opportuni­
ties provided by the G.I Bill, the pres­

sures and demands of time and life kept 
many men from attending college, 
which at that time required a ful I-time 
commitment. 

Second, the rapid growth of the 
brotherhood of churches of Christ pre­
sented a problem identified in the mid-
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1960's by Batsell Barret Baxter and re­
ported in the pages of the Gospel Ad­
vocate. Baxter, at the time serving as 
chairman of the Bible department of 
David Lipscomb College, surveyed the 
nineteen colleges associated with 
churches of Christ to see how many of 
their students were planning to be 
preachers. His research indicated that 
unless more men were trained to 
preach, the churches were facing a crit­
ical shortage of preachers in the com­
ing years.3 

A solution was seen in an alterna­
tive educational institution which was 
the ••school of Preaching." Matthew 
Vaughan, in an article ""On Schools of 
Preaching" written in 2012, suggested 
there were as many as forty such 
schools in the I 970's and 80's. At the 
end of the article, Vaughan listed four­
teen of the most prominent schools of 
preaching that were established in the 
I 960's and 70's - these are still in op­
eration today and offer academic 
credit, some type of degree, or a certif­
icate of achievement. 

Some of these schools, like Mem­
phis School of Preaching, Bear Valley 
in Denver, Colorado, and Southeast In­
stitute of Biblical Studies in Knoxville, 
Tennessee, are full time in that stu­
dents take classes every day. As such, 
they require a greater commitment. 
Others, like Nashville School of 
Preaching, have night classes three 
nights a week. Others meet only one 
night a week. Most schools of preach­
ing operate on a two-year schedule, are 
tuition free, and are overseen and 
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financed by a local congregation. This 
model of preacher training has been 
taken into the mission field and around 
the world by members of the churches 
of Christ. 

These schools of preaching have 
trained literally thousands of preachers 
and sent them into the world to engage 
in the proclamation of God's word. In 
doing so, they have provided a trained 
ministry that would not have existed 
without the effort of the men who es­
tablished and conducted these unique 
educational institutions. 

For Further Reading: 

1. See also Keil and Delitzsch com­
ments on 1 Samuel 19: 18 and Amos 
7: 14-15 and McC/intock and Strong 
Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological 
and Ecclesiastical Literature, "Proph­
ets, Schools of." 

2. See Keil and Delitzsch on Amos 
7: 14-16. 

3. For more on Baxter's surveys and 
the establishment of schools of preach­
ing, see: ·•on Schools of Preaching," 
by Matthew Vaughan, Journal of Faith 
and the Academy, Vol. V, Number I, 
Spring 2012; and Nashville School of 
Preaching, by Gary and Cynthia Wil­
der, and Tom Holland, Sain Publica­
tions, 2016 (a history of the 50 years of 
the Nashville School of Preaching). 
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The Christian Universities (1970-Present) 

James R. McGill ( 1931-2020) 

During the past fifty years, the 
Christian universities have made many 

changes. While some of these changes 

are of little importance, others are of 
such significance that they threaten to 
undermine the purpose for which the 

schools were established. 

Five characteristics of Christian 

schools of higher education have made 

them distinctive: 

(I) All members of the faculty, board, 

and administration are members of the 
church of Christ. 

(2) Every student is required to enroll 

in Bible classes. 

(3) Students attend regular chapel as­

semblies that include worship. 

(4) Every course--from history to biol­

ogy to literature--is taught from a 

Christian perspective in a manner con­
sistent with the Scriptures. 

(5) Even in extracurricular activities, 

an effort is made to maintain a Chris­
tian school environment. 

Changing to Conform 

Some changes over the years have 
been simply a matter of copying what 
others are doing, following the trends, 
or giving in to the pressures to be like 
everyone else. Some have not been 
crucial. Some examples: 

I. At one time, the schools operated on 
the quarter ( 12-week school terms) 
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system. One by one, they changed to 

the longer 18-week semesters. 

2. Formerly each school had a single 

vice-president. Now it is customary to 
have multiple vice-presidents-such 

as a vice-president for student affairs, 
an academic vice-president, and a vice­

president for business affairs. 

3. Originally courses were grouped un­

der departments. Then they began to be 

called divisions. Finally, these course 
groupings came to be called schools. 

Thus, the Bible department became the 
Bible division and ultimately became 

the school of Biblical studies. 

4. Then the Christian colleges began to 

make a purely cosmetic change and be­

gan calling themselves universities. 

First George Pepperdine College be­
came Pepperdine University. Then, 
one by one, the others followed. One of 
the most dramatic changes was the day 

International Bible College did a com­
plete name makeover and started call­
ing itself Heritage Christian Univer­
sity. It was the same school the day af­

ter it changed its name as it was the day 

before. But they considered the new 
name more prestigious. 

5. Then the Christian schools started 
adopting academic rank. The lowest 
ranking teachers were called instruc­
tors. The next rank was assistant pro­
fessor; then associate professor; and fi­
nally, professor. When some teachers 



at one of the schools complained that 

academic ranking seemed inconsistent 
with the spirit of Christ, the response 
was that "every other school in the re­
gion except one has done it and they 
are getting ready to do it." 

6. Pepperdine and then Harding started 

graduate programs. Most of the others 
have followed. 

7. Federal funds began to be an im­

portant part of the operation of the 
Christian schools. These included the 
Pell Grants and the NDEA loans. But 
federal aid to students was nothing 
new. The schools had experienced this 

in a big way after World War II when 

so many veterans were attending on the 

GI Bill. 

More recent federal funding, how­
ever, includes federal aid to developing 
institutions, including long-term, low­
interest, federally-subsidized loans for 
new buildings. This type of federal aid 

has led to "church-state separation" 
questions about housing religious 

books and religious periodicals in a li­
brary being financed with a federally­
subsidized loan. Also involved has 
been the question of students having 
their evening devotionals in a dormi­
tory being partly financed by govern­
ment money. 

Accreditation 

The pressure to conform and be like 
everyone else causes schools to drift 
from the purpose for which they were 
founded. Yet all other factors com­
bined have not had such a negative ef­
fect in destroying the distinctiveness of 

the Christian universities as has ac­
creditation. 

There are six regional accrediting 
associations in the United States. Har­
ding, for example, is in the North Cen­
tral Association. while Lipscomb is in 

the Southern Association. An institu­
tion is accredited when it gains the ap­

proval of its regional association. 

These associations wield enormous 
power and control over the universi­
ties. Former U. S. Secretary of Educa­
tion, Lamar Alexander, observed and 
spoke of this inordinate influence. 

A Wall Street Journal headline (Oc­

tober 15, 2005) read: "College Accred­
iting Fight 'Could Get Ugly'." This 

was said in reference to the battle be­
tween the six regional associations that 
have previously had all the power and 
a new competitor calling itself a na­
tional accrediting association. 

Accreditation among Christian 
Schools 

The desire for accreditation began 

among some of the Christian colleges 
as early as sixty years ago. The result 
has been to allow the associations to re­
shape the institutions. 

The influence of the accrediting as­
sociations has been pervasive in all ar­
eas. Representatives of the accrediting 
associations Jack the unique values 
characteristic of the church of Christ. 
We should expect that their ideas, re­
quirements, and demands would, 
therefore, not be in the best interests of 
the schools' reason for being. 
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At this time, though, we want to 
narrow our focus to the effect the asso­
ciations have had on Bible teaching in 
the Christian universities. 

Then and Now 

Fifty years ago, the men chosen to 
teach Bible classes were those who 
were themselves dedicated students of 
the Scriptures. My Bible teachers at 
Freed-Hardeman College (1948-1950) 
and at David Lipscomb College ( 1950-
1952) were not theological seminari­
ans. Neither school was accredited. 
Yet I could not imagine finer Bible 
teachers than these men. The books 
they recommended for supplementary 
reading were those by such writers as 
Milligan, McGarvey, Lard, Brents, and 

Lipscomb. 

Accreditation altered this. The em­
phasis changed completely. 
Knowledge of the Bible and the ability 
to communicate that love of the Scrip­
tures is no longer foremost among the 
qualifications for those who teach the 
Bible full time in many of these Bible 
departments. 

The schools instead seek those who 
have doctorates in religion as the full­
time teachers in their Bible depart­
ments. They do this to comply with the 
perceived demands of the accrediting 
association. The result is that most of 
the Bible teaching in Christian univer­
sities has come to be done by men who 
had been influenced by years of being 
immersed in religious error in some 
theological seminary. 
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The textbooks they use and the out­
side reading they recommend to their 

students are overwhelmingly books 
written by men and women who are not 
members of the church of Christ. One 
needs only to look at the books on the 
recommended lists at a Christian uni­
versity to see how far they have drifted. 

We acknowledge that it is possible 
for a man of great maturity to go 
through the years of graduate study in 
a theological seminary without being 
damaged. Dr. J.E. Choate Jr. is one ex­
ample I know of someone who has 
done that. But it is very exceptional. 

The Pervasive Influence 

To illustrate how pervasive this de­
structive practice has become, just no­

tice the exact words of an advertise­
ment for the position of Professor of 
Bible at one of these schools: "The suc­
cessful candidate for the position of 
Professor of Bible will have a doctoral 
degree in Bible, Theology, or Ministry 
from an accredited institution." That 
requirement alone ruled out 99+% of 
the best Bible teachers they might oth­

erwise have secured. Furthermore, it 
virtually assures that the "successful 
candidate" will be a theological semi­
narian more conversant with Barth, 
Tillich, Heidigger, Buber, and Scho­
penhauer than with the Bible. 

"Any Regionally Accredited 
Institution" 

Sometimes there is even the appear­
ance of elitism in flaunting "accredita­
tion." Notice this brochure regarding 
another school's graduate program. 



Under the heading of "Transfer Cred­
its" is the following: 

"As many as 42 hours of A's and 
B's can be transferred in (from any re­

gionally accredited institution)." 

It appears that an applicant from a 

denominational school can transfer his 
credits - if that school is accredited -
and others whose credits are from non­

accredited schools will be rejected, 

even though they might have a better 

understanding of Scripture. 

Accreditation should have nothing 

to do with it! The right thing to do 

would be to give any applicant a com­

prehensive Bible knowledge test. If de­
ficiencies are found, that applicant 
would be required to complete the ap­

propriate remedial undergraduate Bi­
ble courses, thus correcting the prob­
lem, and then be admitted. 

The only hope for the future of Bi­

ble teaching in the Christian universi­
ties is for these schools to assert their 
right to re-take control of their Bible 

departments, even though this action 
may risk the displeasure of the accred­
iting associations. 

[Editor's Note: The previous article 
was first published in the Fall 2005 is­

sue of Searching the Scriptures Quar­
terly. Concerning regional accredita­
tion, schools and universities can re­
ceive government funding by being re­
gionally accredited. Students can also 
receive federal student aid from a re­
gionally accredited school. Can a uni­
versity function without this aid? It is 

hard to know for sure. but we may have 

to find out soon. 

On May 20. 2019, the House of 
Representatives passed House Resolu­

tion 5, otherwise known as the "Equal­

ity Act." The gist of this proposal is to 

amend the Fourteenth Amendment of 
the Constitution to include LGBTQ. If 
it ever becomes law, the federal fund­

ing of Christian universities will be 
jeopardized. For example, a male stu­
dent who identifies as a female student 

will require housing in female dormi­

tories. If refused, the school will be 
trampling on his "Constitutional .. 

rights. Theoretically, it is conceivable 

that the loss of federal aid would be 
threatened by an unsympathetic gov­
ernment. Churches and their property 
tax breaks could also be threatened. 
Sermons and classes on the subject, as 

well as conversion therapy offered by 

Christian counselors, will be deemed 

acts of discrimination according to the 

document. 

As we see th is issue fast approach­
ing, the question of linking the Chris­
tian school to federal funding may be 
answered sooner than we would like.] 
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Abilene "Baptist" University 

Andy Erwin 

The following press release is quoted verbatim from Timothy Chipp, Abilene Re­
porter-News, published 3:58 p.m. CT June 15, 2020. I have placed in bold letters 
some statements which deserve your attention. 

Baptist ministry classes find home at Abilene 
Christian University 

Myles Werntz will spend the fall semester building a new program for Abilene 

Christian University. Affiliated with the Churches of Christ, ACU will open, un­
der Werntz's leadership, a Baptist Studies Center within the graduate school of 
theology. Werntz currently is the T.B. Maston Chair of Christian Ethics and Prac­

tical Theology at Logsdon School of Theology at Hardin-Simmons University. 
His program was part of the latest cuts announced in February at HSU, along with 
the rest of the Logsdon Seminary. 

''I'll be creating space for preparing Baptist students for ministry, teaching 
courses in Baptist theology and history, and working to help ministry students 
receive mentoring and placement," Werntz said in social media posts last week 
announcing his new employment. 

"In the wake of the closing of Logsdon Seminary, I'm beyond grateful for the 
opportunity to continue the faithful formation of ministers in this new way," he 
said in another post. 

Hardin-Simmons University said that while Logsdon Seminary is closing in 
the next few years, the overall school of theology would remain, serving under­
graduate students looking for a Baptist education. 

"We are pleased that a number of schools, including Abilene Christian University, 
will be offering graduate school options for future Baptist ministry students," 
HSU said in a statement. "Hardin-Simmons University continues to remain com­
mitted to our mission of providing students an education enlightened by Christian 
faith and equipping future leaders." 

According to ACU, the center will offer two courses on Baptist history and 
polity, which will pair with the Master of Divinity degree to prepare students for 
ministry in Baptist churches. Additionally, the center will provide vocational 
discernment and mentoring to Baptist students and work closely with Baptist 
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ministry partners to facilitate field education placements, the university said in 

a news release. 

"The BSC will provide a natural transition for current Logsdon students to 

continue their ministry preparation," said Tim Sensing, associate dean and direc­
tor of ACU's graduate school of theology. "We are deeply grateful for the op­
portunity to partner with West Texas Baptist churches that have a long-stand­

ing relationship with a regional seminary." 

------ OlWJ") ------

If you give the devil an inch, he will 

take a mile. On occasion, the Gospel 
Gleaner has brought to your attention 

the use of denominational professors 
for special lectureships in the universi­
ties affiliated with the Lord's church. 

Doing so has raised the ire of the peo­
ple in our schools who invited them. 

Yet Jesus said as much would happen 

when He said, "For everyone practic­

ing evil hates the light and does not 

come to the light, lest his deeds should 
be exposed" (John 3:20). 

Abilene is one such school. Abilene 

was once a great school for preachers! 
The early Abilene Christian College 
lectures contain some of the best ser­
mons ever printed in this country. 

Men like Whiteside, Sewell, and 
Baxter saw to it. I would like to share 
with you a statement made by former 
ACU president, Batsell Baxter, in the 
1924-25 Abilene Christian College Bi­
ble Lectures. After writing about the 
obligation the school had to the Lord 
and the church, he concluded by say­

ing, 

"I pledge you today that Abilene 
Christian Coliege shall remain true to 

the Lord in the teaching in her class­

rooms, that this institution shall re­

main true to the Lord in the lives of 

its teachers. Our boys and girls shall 
know why we exist as a religious 
people. They shall be taught what we 
believe and why we believe it as 
Christians and where the Bible 

teaches it. That they sh al I know what 
the Lord shall have his people do" 

(p.19-20). 

What would he say today? Abilene 
did not stoop to these depths overnight. 

They began by giving the devil an inch. 
One compromise led to another and 
then another. The digression of Abi­
lene is not news. While one or two ex­

ceptional teachers might have re­
mained in their Bible department, it 
can be rightfully said that this school 
has been untrustworthy for a genera­
tion or better. If the Baptists succeed in 
the "faithful formation of ministers" it 
will be the first time in a long time that 
has occurred on the Abilene campus! 

What has happened to Abilene 
should put every university, school, 

and their supporters affiliated with 
churches of Christ on notice. If you 
give the devil and inch, he will take a 
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mile. If you (the university or school) 

choose to dabble in the sin of denomi­
nationalism by staffing your faculty 

with denominational teachers, using 
denominational preachers and authors 
to speak on your chapel services and 
fund raisers, and inviting denomina­
tional professors to lecture on biblical 
matters for special lectureships, you 
are on the same path as Abilene once 
was. They have arrived at their desti­
nation. Look at it. Consider it. ls this 

where you want to be in the future? Is 
this what you want for your university? 

Will this be your legacy? 

An Alternative 

Some may believe it is too late to 

clean house in these schools. "'They are 
revolted and gone." I do not. It is time 
for many of them to take a long and 

hard look at what they have become 
and their relationship with the Lord's 

church. Hit the '"reset button." Hold the 
people in the schools accountable for 
their actions ... If you resist the devil, he 
will flee from you." It is never too late 
to begin resisting the devil. 

Churches, elders, and preachers 

must also bear some responsibility for 
what is happening in these schools. If 
we refuse or are reluctant to preach on 
the sin of denominationalism and the 
distinctive nature of the Lord's church, 
this is what will occur - not only in 
schools but in churches and families as 
well. The people at Abilene clearly do 
not believe denominationalism is sin­
ful. Were they ever taught that it is sin­
ful? They clearly do not believe in the 
distinctive nature of the Lord's church, 
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or that the churches of Christ are the 

Lord's church. Were they ever taught? 

Not only is their understanding of 

the church found wanting, but also 
their understanding of the plan of sal­
vation. The "'Baptist theology" to be 
taught on their campus fails to answer 
correctly the two most important ques­
tions pertaining to a person's salvation: 
(I) What must I do to be saved? And 
(2) What must I do to remain saved? 

Abilene's dean is grateful for the op­
portunity to partner with the west 
Texas Baptists. To what end? The Bap­
tists are not going to quit being Bap­
tists. They have made it clear in the 
press release that they are going to con­
tinue training '"Baptist" ministers and 

teaching "'Baptist" theology. 

Even so, Abilene is .. deeply grateful 

for the opportunity to partner" with 
them. My prayer is that one day Abi­

lene wi II again be grateful to partner 
with faithful west Texas churches of 
Christ! 

They have yet to learn that you can­
not sit at two tables at once. When they 
park their feet beneath the table of de­

nominationalism they are no longer sit­
ting at the Lord's table. You cannot sit 
at two tables at once. "You cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of demons; you cannot partake of the 
Lord's table and of the table of de­
mons" (I Corinthians 10:21 ). As in the 
case of Abilene, we see that if the 
schools continue yielding ground to 
the devil, eventually no place will re­
main for them to stand. When that oc­
curs, we who remain faithful to the 



Lord will no longer be able to stand 
with them. 

Is it not past the time that the people 
who are being entrusted with a meas­
ure of responsibility for the spiritual 
development of our children and future 
ministers be held accountable for their 
understanding or lack thereof in these 

matters? Is it not past the time for 
Christians to cease supporting schools 
who have ceased supporting the 
church? Has not the time passed for 
Christians to cease from their naivety 
and biting hook, line, and sinker the 

reasoning of the schools who do such 
things? 

Abilene "Baptist" University can­
not spin this disgrace in any way to ap­
peal to faithful Christians who long for 
an end to denominationalism and a re­
turn to New Testament Christianity. 

We have urged souls to come out of 
these manmade churches; Abilene 
would have them return. We have 
taught souls to see the distinction be­
tween the gospel and the doctrines of 
men; Abilene would have them believe 
there is no distinction to be made. We 
have taught souls belief and practice 
are matters of the faith; Abilene views 
them as matters of academics. I fear, 
like many of the colleges and schools, 
academics as become their faith. 

'Tm not the man I 
used to be." 
Raymond Elliott 

There is a religious song that is of­
ten sung by different quartets, groups, 
and individuals, emphasizing how 
one's life has been changed "by Cal­
vary," noting the death of Jesus Christ 
who died on the cross for the sins of the 
world. Regardless how a person has 
lived previously, when a person be­
lieves in Jesus Christ as being the Son 
of God, is penitent of sins, and obeys 
the gospel of Christ, his/her sins are 
forgiven and forgotten (Acts 2:38; 
22: 16; Hebrews 8: 12). 

Mankind is not so merciful and for­
giving. Recently, I read that Boeing's 
communications chief was "forced to 
resign because of an article he wrote 
criticizing women in combat in 1987 -
more than 30 years ago - when he was 
a Navy fighter pilot." The gentleman 
explained he no longer held the same 
views about women serving in the 
armed services as he did when he was 
a young man. Nevertheless, he was 
forced to resign his position with the 
company. This is a prime example of 
the extremes we are now witnessing in 
our nation. 

What if God treated mankind as 
those responsible for pressuring this 
person to resign from his work with 
this company? Consider the following 
men who said or did something that 
was not in harmony with the will of 
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God. The Lord forgave them and used 
them in His kingdom. 

Abraham, the "father of the faith­
ful," was not perfect. In two incidents, 
he intended to deceive rulers to protect 
his life. When Abram went to Egypt, 
he was concerned because of the 
beauty of Sarai, his wife. He said to 
her, "Please say you are my sister that 
it may be we11 with me for your sake, 
and that I may live because of you." 
Thus, Pharaoh and others believed that 
Sarai was only a sister to Abram and 
not his wife (Genesis 12: 10-20). While 
this statement was partially true, it was 
not the whole truth. 

Then there was the time when 
Abraham and Sarah went to Gerar. 
While there, he told others, "She is my 
sister." King Abimelech took Sarah. 
God intervened and the king did not 
touch her. (Genesis 20). 

David, after much time and many 
obstacles, became King of Israel. God 
richly blessed him with abundant 
power and material possessions. Yet, 
he lusted after a woman, committed 
adultery with her, and had her husband 
killed (2 Samuel 11 ). 

Peter denied his Lord three times 
(Matthew 26:69-75). The apostle Paul, 
prior to his conversion, persecuted the 
church (Acts 9). He referred to himself 
as being the "chief' of sinners ( 1 Tim­
othy 1: 12-15). 

Abraham matured in his faith in 
God, and his belief "was accounted to 
him for righteousness" (Romans 
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4:3,5). King David was truly penitent 
of his sins (Psalm 32; 51 ). The apostle 
Peter was sorry for his denial of Jesus 
Christ (Matthew 26:75). Saul (Paul) 
believed in Jesus, repented, and was 
baptized to wash away his sins (Acts 
9:9-11; Acts 22: 16). 

These individuals were not the men 
they used to be. God did not hold their 
past mistakes, faults, and sins against 
them. Have we not all thought, said, or 
written something that displeased God 
and then sought His forgiveness? We 
should be thankful for the infinite 
mercy of our Heavenly Father. God 
has given His children this blessed as­
surance: "If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteous­
ness" (1 John 1 :9). "As far as the east 
is from the west, So far has He re­
moved our transgressions from us" 
(Psalm 103:12). "I, even I, am He who 
blots out your transgressions for My 
own sake; And I will not remember 
your sins" (Isaiah 43:25). 



Remembering Artie Collins 
Andy Erwin 

··A good name is rather to be chosen 
than great riches. and lovi ng favor ra­
ther than silver and gold" (Proverbs 
22: I ). 

"Art ie Collins" is a good name in 
the Lord's church. Wherever he went 
and wherever he preached, his name 
became synonymous with sound gos­
pel preaching. 

Art ie was born July 11 , 1927. He 
was reared in a denominational family, 
but th rough the help of his faithful and 
beloved Marie, he learned the truth and 
obeyed the gospel. He was married to 
Marie Myatt for sixty-six years until 
September 30, 20 13, when her spirit 
left th is world to be with the Lord. For 
Artie and their fam ily, neither rubies, 
nor any precious gem could begin to 
compare to her va lue (Proverbs 3 1: I 0). 
To their uni on, God granted four chil­
dren. Each child is now a fa ithful 

Christian with fa ithful Christian chil­
dren. 

Over fifty-li ve years ago. Artie 
preached his first sermon on a Sunday 
night in Lyles, Tennessee. He was in 
the second graduating class of the 
Nashville School of Preaching. In 
1966, Artie entered fu ll -time ministry 
in Lynnville, Tennessee. In 198 1, he 
and Marie moved to labor for the 
Springer congregation in Hohenwald, 
Tennessee, where they would stay for 
the next th irty years. 

Brother Artie was innuenced to 
preach the gospe l by men like his 
brother Charles Colli ns, W.L. Cochran 
(a Hickman County educator and gos­
pe l preacher), Charles R. Brewer, the 
early faculty at the Nashville School of 
Preaching, and Harold Sain . 

Brother Harold Sain had a tremen­
dous influence upon Artie through his 
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chart sermons. Artie began preaching 
charts on bed sheets and cloth, as most 
preachers did during those years. His 
first chart sermon was stenciled on 
cloth. However, he soon found that he 
liked using the flannel graph technique 
better because it gave him the oppor­
tunity to study one point at a time with 

his audience. Through the years Artie 
made over 200 hand-crafted charts to 
go along with hand-made boards and 
stands. He preached these sermons in 
over 350 gospel meetings, often with 
dozens of responses in a single meet­
ing. His chart sermons were produced 
in two books by Sam Hester and Hester 
Publications in Henderson, Tennessee. 
Artie also wrote a book of memoirs -

Ramblings ~fan Old Preacher. 

Artie was a friend to young 
preachers. While at Springer, he 
helped to train young men to preach in 
training classes and while they served 

as associate ministers. It has also been 
a distinct honor of mine to have Artie 
counted among the membership where 
I have preached. He was always a great 
encourager. He was a great teacher and 
preacher until his death on September 
3, 2020, at the age of 93. He remained 
as sharp as ever! He continued to serve 
the Jackson Heights congregation in 
Florence, Alabama in any way he 
could. 

I shall always cherish the times we 
shared together. Heaven only knows 
the good this man has done. I am 
thankful to have had him as a friend 
and mentor. 
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Concerning the 
Collection 
David Pharr 

Questions have been raised regard­
ing weekly collections. Does I Corin­
thians 16: 1-2 apply to the church to­
day? Should money be collected for 
things other than benevolence? Should 
giving be a part of every Lord's Day 
assembly? How much does "as pros­
pered" require? Is giving an act of wor­

ship? 

Specific requirements for Christian 
worship are revealed in the context of 
New Testament history. There is no 
single text that defines the approved 
and required activities in the Lord's 
Day assembly. Instead, the Holy 
Spirit's method is to demonstrate au­
thorized practices by historical prece­
dents. For example, we know that from 
the beginning "the breaking of [the] 
bread" was part of congregational wor­
ship (Acts 2:42; cf. 1 Cor. 10: 16; 
1 1 :20). It is when we come to the his­
torical incident of Acts 20:7ff that we 
find the Lord's Supper on "the first day 
of the week." Jesus had commanded 
the observance of the Lord's Supper 
(Luke 22: 19). By an apostolic exam­
ple, we know that the proper time for 
that observance is the first day of the 
week. Though not stated as a com­
mand, such apostolic precedents have 
the force of commands because they 
show in practice how the Lord's com­
mands were to be obeyed. 



Likewise, the practice of contrib­
uting financially every Sunday is es­
tablished in the historical context of 
funds being raised for foreign benevo­
lence. Prior to writing the first letter to 
the Corinthians, Paul had urged them 
to collect funds to send to help poor 
saints in Judea, which they had agreed 
to do (Rom. l 5:26t). In I Corinthians 
16: If, he gave instructions on how 
money was to be collected. The cir­
cumstance was the need for the money 
to be ready by the time Paul arrived. 

"Now concerning the collection for the 
saints: as I directed the churches of 
Galatia, so you also are to do. On the 
first day of every week, each of you is 
to put something aside and store it up, 
as he may prosper, so that there will 
be no collecting when I come" (ESV). 

"The first day of every week" was 
when the church would be together (cf. 
I Cor. 11: 17f, 20, 33t). While they 
were together on the Lord's Day would 
be the time for taking collections. 
What "each of you" had put aside for 
that purpose was to be collected to­
gether ('"store it up") week by week. 
Each person's liberality was to be de­
termined by his prosperity. In 2 Corin­
thians, his follow up letter, chapters 
eight and nine expand on these instruc­
tions. His immediate concern was the 
special collection for Judea, but the 
principles apply to all giving. 

We do not know why he mentioned 
having given the same instructions for 
Galatia. It may have been because of 
some inquiry from Corinth. It need not 
be assumed that only these two places 

had received such instructions. By the 
time he wrote 2 Corinthians, the Mac­
edonians had already turned over funds 
for Judea. We are not told how money 
was collected in Macedonia, but there 
is no reason to assume it was other than 
"first day of every week" collections. 
Apostolic teaching was consistent in 
every place ( 1 Cor. 4: 17). 

Just as before Acts 20, nothing is 
recorded about the Lord's Supper on 
the Lord's Day, so also before 1 Corin­
thians 16 there is nothing that defines 
an orderly procedure for the collection 
of funds. However, knowing that funds 
would have been needed in all congre­
gations, and knowing that congrega­
tions met every Sunday, it is reasona­
ble to assume the practice of Sunday 
collections already existed. We cannot 
imagine that the Lord's church had ex­
isted for decades without any plan for 
members' contributions. Part of Paul's 
ministry during his eighteen months at 
Corinth would have involved the 
proper organization and operation of 
the congregation. Though during that 
time he had been willing to forego fi­
nancial support for himself ( 1 Cor. 
9: 12), it would have been necessary for 
the church to have funds for other pur­
poses. Instructions for the special col­
lection did not preclude collections at 
the same time for other purposes. 

Church Treasury 

From the beginning there were fi­
nancial needs which had to be sup­
plied. The reference to "fellowship" in 
Acts 2:42 probably refers to mutual 
participation (by the members) in the 
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supplying of funds. In the earliest days 
of the church in Jerusalem. contribu­
tions to the treasury were described as 
money "laid at the apostles' feet" (Acts 
4:35ft). Later, we read of freewill giv­
ing for foreign benevolence, which 
was sent to the church treasury in Jeru­
salem to be used as determined by the 
elders (Acts 11 :29f). The business of 
the seven men appointed in Acts 6 was 
to properly distribute church money. 
Some widows were under the charge of 
the church (I Tim. 5: 16). Certain el­

ders were to be provided honorariums 
(I Tim. 5:17t). Preachers should be 
supported (I Cor. 9:7ff; Gal. 6:6). 
Money was sent to missionaries (Phil. 
4: I St). God was glorified when mem­
bers contributed liberally to help breth­
ren and others (2 Cor. 9: 13; Gal. 6: 10). 
Congregations had many financial ob­
ligations and opportunities, which 
would have made collections neces­
sary. 

Requirement or 
Recommendation? 

Was Paul giving a command, or 
was he only suggesting an option? "As 
I directed" certainly has an imperative 
tone. Other translations have "orders," 
"told ... to do." In other contexts the 
terminology has the force of a com­
mand. Paul had told the Corinthians 
that the things he wrote are "the com­
mandments of the Lord" (14:37). The 
question has been raised, however, as 
to why in his follow-up epistle he said, 
"I speak not by commandment" (2 Cor. 
8:8). Some have argued that this di­
minishes the seeming force of his 

22 I G o s p e I G I e a n e r 

previous instruction, that what he had 
"directed" was not actually required. 

But is that the apostle's intent? Surely 
Paul does not mean to counter what he 
had previously ordered. Neither does 
he mean there is no commandment at 
all to give. What is it that is not com­
manded? 

The context is the remarkable liber­
ality of the Macedonians. The amount 
they gave had exceeded what their cir­
cumstances indicated might reasona­
bly have been expected (2 Cor. 8: 1 ft). 
This referred to percentage. The degree 
of one's liberality is measured by per­
centage. The widow of Mark 12:43f 
gave I 00%. Whatever was the percent­
age given by the Macedonians, it was 
more generous than Paul had expected. 
Paul wanted to encourage the Corinthi­
ans by the Macedonian example. There 
was, however, no "commandment" to 
match their percentage. The percent 
given by the Corinthians was to be de­
termined by the sincerity of their own 
love and their own prosperity, not by 
whether they went so far as had the 
Macedonians. 

The point is the same in 2 Corinthi­
ans 9:7. "Each one must do just as he 
has purposed in his heart, not grudg­
ingly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver" (NASB). The 
ESV wording is "Each one must give 
as he has made up his mind." Paul's 
purpose is not to excuse anyone from 
responsibility. Rather, he is diplomati­
cally encouraging them to do what is 
right and to do it with the right spirit. 
That a command is not to be viewed as 



burdensome or unpleasant does not 

make it less a command. No command 

of the Lord is to be obeyed with reluc­

tance or under pressure (cf. I John 5: 3 ). 
Nonetheless, it is expected that every 

command, even the command to give, 

is to be obeyed. That everyone should 

do his part, as well as the blessedness 

of liberality, is too obvious in the 

teaching of Jesus to doubt its im­

portance. 

According to Prosperity 

Liberality has always been judged 

according "as he may prosper." It is ex­
pected that the poor give less and the 

rich more - in amounts, not necessarily 

in percentages. A rich person can give 

a larger percent and still be wealthy. 
The Lord's attention is not so much on 

how much one gives as it on the 

amount he keeps. "For if there is first a 
willing mind, it is accepted according 

to what one has, and not according to 

what he does not have" (2 Cor. 8: 12). 

What each person gives is to be deter­

mined by his own circumstances. His 

liberality is "as he has purposed in his 
heart" (NASB), "as he has made up his 

mind" (ESV). 

Based on one's own circumstances, 
he must decide for himself how much 
to give, but whether to give is not op­
tional, nor is one excused from giving 

liberally (Rom. 12:8). Percentages 

vary according to ability and attitude, 

but God knows the difference between 
a willing mind and a covetous mind. 
He knows the difference between hon­
esty and pretense, between being re­

sponsible in supporting the work and 

tightfisted neglect. (See Acts 5:ff.) To 

the extent one prospers, to that extent 

he is a steward. It is required that stew­

ards be faithful (I Cor. 4:2; cf. Lk. 
16:2). 

Approved Example 

Paul's instructions to Corinth as­

sure that giving into the church treas­

ury every Sunday has divine approval. 
What are proper practices for churches 

today are determined by what were 

proper practices then. It has sometimes 
been argued that inasmuch as Paul's 

instruction pertained only to the collec­

tion for Judea, that therefore it is not an 

example we need to follow, that there 

is no command to contribute in support 

of the congregation's work. Such a re­

quirement is implied, however, in the 

Lord's expectation that such work be 
done. If weekly collections were in or­
der to support one work of the church 

(i.e., foreign benevolence), weekly col­

lections are in order to support all 

works of the church (e. g., missions, 

edification). Historical incidents serve 

as precedents when they demonstrate 
the way commands were obeyed. 

This model for congregations tak­
ing collections is no less a model for 
individual Christians participating. 

Just as in the historical incident at 
Troas we find a precedent for Com­
munion every Sunday, so by the in­

structions to Corinth we can know we 
are following an approved method for 

fulfilling our church financial obliga­
tions. A congregation which has 
weekly collections is following the 
biblical pattern. An individual who 
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gives on the Lord's Day as he is pros­
pered is following the biblical pattern. 
God is pleased when "each one of you" 
"on the first day of every week" gives 
"as he may prosper." The expression 
"as he may prosper" need not to be re­
stricted to income of the current week, 
but "according to his ability" (Acts 
11 :29) and "according to what a person 
has" (2 Cor. 8: 12). What a person has 
may be much more than a Saturday 
paycheck. Thanks be to God for every 
kind of prosperity. 

Joyful Worship 

One of the components of the joy of 
Christian living is liberal giving (Acts 
20:35). Christians are commanded to 
give (I Tim. 6: 18), to give generously 
(2 Cor. 8:7; 9:6; Rom. 12:8), and to be 
fair in sharing financial responsibility 
(2 Cor. 8: 14). Some giving is in private 
deeds of charity (Eph. 4:28; 1 John 
3: 17). Some is for emergency causes 
(Acts 11 :28ff; Rom. 15:25f). Some is 
given into the church treasury week by 
week for the ongoing work of the 
church. Such participation is worship, 
offerings which glorify God (2 Cor. 
9: 13). Such sacrifices please God 
(Heb. 13: 16), "a fragrant aroma, an ac­
ceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to 
God" (Phil. 4: 18). 
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The Bible: A Christian 
Evidence Textbook 

John T. Polk II 

The Bible IS a "Christian Evi­
dence" Textbook! 

"Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen" (Hebrews 11: 1 ). Faith 
is based upon "evidence" and it is a 
solid conviction of "things not seen." 
Since "faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God" (Romans 
I 0: 17), then the best "evidence" for 
faith is "the word of God" and the Cre­
ator's Wisdom to which it points! If 
not, why not? 

The Bible makes statements that 
point to external data, and that makes it 
a "Christian evidence" textbook. For 
example: 

Every effect must have an adequate 
cause. 

"For every house is built by some­
one, but He who built all 
things is God" (Hebrews 3:4); "In the 
beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth" (Genesis 1: I). 

"By faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that the things which are seen 
were not made of things which are vis­
ible" (Hebrews 11 :3). All scientific ev­
idences and facts prove that matter is 
not eternal and must have had a begin­
ning. The Bible begins with one of the 



strongest proofs possible that there had 
to have been The Creator: from noth­
ing came something caused by The 
Power ("God") who is the uncaused 
First Cause! 

There is magnificent design and or­
der to life. 

Jesus pointed to the inherent order 
in agriculture when He said: 

"For the earth yields crops by itself: 
first the blade, then the head, after that 
the full grain in the head. But when the 

grain ripens, immediately he puts in 

the sickle, because the harvest has 
come" (Mark 4:28-29). 

Such order is impossible without 
the imposition of law from a Higher 

Power. 

Speaking of the intricacies of hu­
man development and birth, Da­

vid said: 

"You formed my inward parts; You 
covered me in my mother's womb. I 
will praise You, for I am fear­
fully and wonderfully made; Marvel­
ous are Your works, And that my soul 
knows very well. My frame was not 
hidden from You, When I was made in 
secret, And skillfully wrought in the 
lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes 
saw my substance, being yet un­
formed. And in Your book they all 
were written, The days fashioned for 
me, When as yet there were none of 
them" (Psalm 139:13-16). 

The millions of details involved in 
each human's normal birth are mind 

boggling, and faith building, indeed. 
The birth of one human demands an 
imposing attention to details totally 

impossible without completing the 
plan of God, the Maker. 

Abraham "waited for the city which 
has foundations, whose builder [Greek, 
"technician, craftsman"] and maker 
[Greek, "framer"] is God" (Hebrews 
11: I 0). Truly, the ••technology" of life 
is impossible and nonsensical without 
the All-powerful, All-intelligent Crea­

tor God! 

Life cannot/has not/will not come 
from non-living matter. 

It is the "God, who made the world 
and everything in it ... gives to all life, 
breath, and all things" (Acts 17:24-25). 
There is no construction of material 
substance that has been brought to life 
without adding some living compo­
nents to the experiment. Scientific fact 
shows that life had to be added to the 

material earth from an outside source 
in order for anything living to exist. It 
is only prejudiced ignorance that 
would attack Christian faith without 
dealing with what the Bible, itself, 

says! 

Atheism Equals Ignorance 

Speaking of .. prejudiced igno­

rance," one readily thinks of an "athe­
ist," a word meaning, "without faith in 
deity," hence a person who is without 
faith in God. No one can be an atheist 
without denying all the evidence for 
God's existence and the scientific con­
clusion that necessitates it as fact. In 
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other words, atheists are known for 
what they confess they do not or can­
not know. "Ignorance" is defined as 

"the absence of knowledge." It is prac­
tically impossible, then, for any atheist 
to ridicule a believer's "faith" because 
a Bible-believer has evidence for that 

faith, but an atheist has reduced his or 

her intelligence to denial! The evi­
dence for God is so abundant that an 
atheist can believe there is no God only 
by closing his/her mind to the factual 
evidence that would prove otherwise! 
Atheists have a big void throughout 
their core intellect, and are as Gentiles, 

"in the futility of their mind, having 

their understanding darkened, being al­
ienated from the life of God, because 

of the ignorance that is in them, be­
cause of the blindness of their heart" 
(Ephesians 4: 17-18). 

By willfully omitting God from 
their consideration, the Atheists have 
"blacked out" their understanding, 
"gutted" their rationality, and grope 
about like blind people who have re­
jected any assistance they have been 
offered! Belief in God is a normal con­

clusion of a natural mind that has been 
given all the evidence. 

Atheism is, thus, an unnatural re­
sponse. 

Since God does exist, then His 
power as Creator justifies His power 
to: (I) define marriage as one man and 
one woman united for life (Genesis 
2: 18-25) and accept no other (Mark 
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I 0:2-12); (2) give a day of rest to the 

Israelites in Moses' Law (Deuteron­

omy 5: 12-15) and not to anyone 

else; (3) be remembered in our days of 
youth (Ecclesiastes 12: I), not just "old 
age;" (4) come to earth as the Christ 
with total miraculous power over the 
Creation (John 1: 1-18) unlike every­

one else who has ever lived; (5) hand 
over the scroll of judgment against the 
Jews into the hand of His Son (Revela­
tion 4:1-5:8) which was carried out in 
the 1st century. Since God, as Creator, 
can do with His Creation as He 
wishes ("our God is in heaven; He 
does whatever He pleases," Psalm 
115:3); and, since no human is Crea­
tor (God asked: "Where were you 

when I laid the foundations of the 
earth? Tell Me, if you have understand­
ing," Job 38:4); then all humans who 
are created beings ("creature," Mark 
16: 15-16) will fail to conquer and con­
trol the world! There is no policy, peo­
ple, or plan that God will allow to take 
His place as Controller of His Creation 
(Romans 1: 19-25). "Therefore let 
those who suffer according to the will 
of God commit their souls to Him in 
doing good, as to a faithful Creator" (I 
Peter 4: I 9). 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S HOPE 
1John3:1-3 

Introduction 

1. The subject of hope is a great Bible doctrine. I Corinthians 13:13; Ro-

mans 15:4; Ephesians 4:4 

2. Define: "Desire with confident expectation." 

3. It is possible to have one without the other. (Illustrate) 

4. Let us study with some basic questions: 

I. What Is the Christian's Hope? 
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be. 11 

A. The appearing of the glory of Christ. Titus 2:13 

B. The Resurrection by the power of Christ. 1Thessalonians4:16 

C. Being united with the person of Christ. Philippians 1:23 

D. Being conformed to the image of Christ. Philippians 3:21 

E. Spending eternity in the presence of Christ. 1Thessalonians4:17; 

John 14:1-3 

II. What Is the Basis of The Christian's Hope? 
"Beloved now are we the sons of God." 

A. We are children because of His love. 1 John 3:1 

B. We have an inheritance because of sonship. Romans 8:17 

C. We are children by birth. John 3:1-3 

D. We have hope because we are in Christ. Galatians 3:26, 27; Ephe­

sians 2:12 

Ill. What Does This Hope Do For Us? 
A. Desire to be purified. 1 John 3:3; 1 Timothy 5:22 

B. Anchors us. Hebrews 6:19; I Corinthians 15:58 

C. Gives us reason to rejoice. Romans 5:2 

D. Enables us to testify to others. 1Peter3:15; 2Timothy1:12 

Conclusion 

How strong is your desire to go to heaven? How confident is your 
expectation about going there? That is about your hope! 

- Mike Kiser 
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Working Out Your Own Salvation 
Tom Mclemore 

In Philippians 2: 12, 13, the apostle 
Paul wrote, "Therefore, my beloved, as 
you have always obeyed, so now, not 

only as in my presence but much more 

in my absence, work out your own sal­
vation with fear and trembling; for God 
is at work in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure." 

I fear that this passage has been 
misunderstood. Have you thought that 
it teaches self-justification? Likewise, 

some may have understood it to teach 
that no one can tell you what you need 

to do to serve God-you must "figure it 
out" for yourself. 

Indeed, the New Testament teaches 
justification in Christ through obedient 
faith. God has revealed the way of sal­
vation rather than leaving each one to" 
find his own way." However, it is very 
important to recognize that this state­

ment is written not to alien sinners, but 
to saints. "Paul and Timothy, servants 
of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in 
Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons" (Philippians 
I: 1 ). From this it should be obvious 
that the passage does not address sal­
vation from past sins. Those who are 
urged to work out their own salvation 
have already been saved from their 
past sins and are Christians. Consider 
carefully the components of this state­
ment. 

Salvation 

Salvation in this statement is appar­
ently more than something that God 
gives us or that God does for us (alt­

hough that is one aspect of salvation). 
This statement suggests that salvation 
also involves something God seeks to 
make of us. It refers to a work God is 
doing in us. ''And I am sure that he who 
began a good work in you will bring it 
to completion at the day of Jesus 
Christ" (Philippians I :6). 

We might draw an analogy. The 
convicted criminal is presented with 
two options. One option is merely to 
pay one's debt to society (compare for­
giveness of past sins). The other is to 
pay one's debt to society AND to be 
reformed, becoming what he should 
have been to start with, a good, produc­
tive citizen. 

When God has done the work he is 
doing in us, what will we be? From 
other statements in the epistle, we 
gather what Paul has in mind. "And it 
is my prayer that your love may 
abound more and more, with 
knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve what is excellent, 
and may be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruits of 
righteousness which come through Je­
sus Christ, to the glory and praise of 
God .... that you may be blameless and 
innocent, children of God without 
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blemish in the midst of a crooked and 

perverse generation. among whom you 

shine as lights in the world, holding 

fast the word of life. so that in the day 
of Christ I may be proud that I did not 
run in vain or labor in vain" (Philippi­
ans I :9-11; 2: 15, 16). "Work out your 

own salvation" is a wake-up call for the 

Christian who thinks salvation begins 

and ends in the water of baptism! 

Working Salvation 

The Greek word that is translated 

"work out" is used in the Greek trans­
lation of the Old Testament with re­
spect to preparing a habitation (Exodus 
15: 17), fashioning wood (Exodus 

35:33; cf. 1 Kings 6:36). dressing a 

vineyard (Deuteronomy 28:39), and 

making products from grapes (Num­

bers 6:3). 

The idea is that you have a plan, a 
design. or a recipe, and then you work 
that design into reality (by carving the 
wood. building the house, preparing 
the dish, etc.) This is what Paul says 
Christians are to do. We are to put forth 

all our effort to see that God's design 
and pwpose for us becomes reality. 
With ourselves as the raw material, we 
are to strive to cooperate with God as 
He works us into the final product. 

Working OutSalvation 

Once again considering the term as 
used in the Greek Old Testament. we 
find an interesting use of this word in 
Judges 16: 16 (Codex Alexandrinus). 
There, it refers to what Delilah did to 
Samson to get him to tell her the secret 
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of his strength. "And it happened that 

when she worked him out with her 

words all night and nagged him, he be­

came discouraged unto death." She 
kept "working" on him until she had 

"worked it out" of him. 

The idea expressed is that of seeing 

the task through until it is complete. 

Compare this "working out" your sal­

vation to "working out" at the gym. In 

both of these examples, the concept is 

that of seeing it through. As we noticed 

in Philippians 1 :6, God is determined 

to see us through to the completion. 

Jesus and Paul are the models of 
this idea. Jesus "worked out" His obe­

dience "unto death" (Philippians 2:5-
11 ). Hear His profound words just be­

fore He breathed His last: "It is fin­

ished." Paul was going to defend his 

gospel whether in life or in death, 

knowing that it would "tum to his sal­
vation,. (Philippians 1 : 12-21 ). We 

ought to be determined to see it 
through to the completion, also! 

Working Out Your Own Salvation 

When Paul was with the Philippian 

saints, they always obeyed, but now he 
is absent. It would be up to them to do 
God's will on their own. He had confi­
dence that they could do it. "What you 
have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, do; and the God of 
peace will be with you." (Philippians 
4:9). 

Paul's exhortation stresses the inde­

pendence of maturity. Children. when 
small, must constantly be commanded 



ro obey. When they mature, we expect 

them to do what is right 0 11 their own, 
without having to be told. This is the 

goal of training and leadership. Too 

many in the church won' t serve and 

work without being reminded and 

prodded. Grow up! 

Notice, however, that "your own" is 

plural. Though they were to work it out 

in Pau l 's absence, they could not work 

it out without each other! Paul places a 

practical emphasis throughout the epis­

tle on unity. The task involved being 

what God desired for them to be as a 

church. like-minded, " with one mind 

striv ing side by side for the fa ith of the 

gospel" (Philippians I :27). 

Working out our own salvation is 

what we must be doing today. It is 

hoped that our study has made us more 

aware of what this invo lves. How seri­

ous a matter is this? How serious ought 

we to be about it? The answer to these 
questions lies in the concluding words 

of the exhortation: ··with fear and trem­

bling!" 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 

"Brim/ti 11111111 tlw 

11101111t11i11.s tlw fi'r/ of 
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The Newest Book from Andy Erwin 

Outline Studies on the New Testa1nent Church 

$12.99 

"As Christians, we should be able and willing to defend the gospel in 
a lost and dying world. Andy Erwin has made that easier with this 
series of lessons on the Lord's church. We highly recommend this 
book for mature Christians as well as our new brothers and sisters in 
Christ. This book is a 'must have' for all who would like a better un­
derstanding of what the Lord's church looked like in the first century 
and how it should look today! One of the greatest problems in the 
Lord's church today is the failure to understand its distinctiveness. In 
this great book, Brother Andy Erwin brings to light the basic funda­
mentals of the church: its establishment, its rule and practice, its 
worship, and its mission, among other subjects that, sadly, have not 
been taught in many congregations in this generation. It is based 
upon the truth and simplicity of the inspired Word of God. We highly 
recommend this excellent book for everyone, from the young ado­
lescent to the most mature Christian. This book, along with Bible, 
needs to be in every home and congregation today." 
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,.,n1e Churches of Christ Greet You" (lloma11s 16:10) 

The West Fayetteville Church of Christ in Fayetteville, Tennessee is 

pleased to bring you the Gospel Gleaner. Are you familiar with the 

churches of Christ? Have you ever attended our services before? 

Faithful churches of Christ desire to return to the New Testament and 

to be the church of the Bible. In the Bible, we find that the church is the 

assembly of all those who have been called out of the darkness of sin by 

obeying the gospel. These souls are added by God to the spiritual body 

of Christ, which is His church (Acts 2:42, 47; Ephesians 1:22-23). 

The church belongs to Christ. It is His church. We, therefore, seek to 

honor Christ as our Lord in our worship, teaching, and daily walk. 

One can be added to this sacred assembly and spiritual kingdom by 

hearing the gospel preached (Romans 10:17); believing the facts 

concerning Christ as revealed in the gospel (John 8:24); repenting of sin 

(Luke 13:3, S); confessing faith in Christ (Romans 10:9-10); and by being 

baptized into Christ (Romans 6:3; Colossians 2:11-13; Galatians 3:26-27) 

to wash sins away by the blood of Christ (Acts 22:16; Ephesians 1:7). 

For more information about the church or God's plan of salvation, we 

offer free Bible correspondence courses and personal Bible studies. Call 

or write to us. 

The Gospel Gleaner 
PO Box 456 

Fayetteville, TN 3 7334 

www .gospelgleaner.com 

Andy Erwin, Editor 

Correspondences, news and notes, and article considerations can be sent electronically to 
andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com. The West Fayetteville Church of Christ reserves the right of 
discretion in deciding which correspondences, news, notes, and articles to publish. 
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Inside this Issue 
Andy Erwin 

The November-December issue of 
the Gospel Gleaner concludes this 
year's brief journey through the Resto­
ration Movement in America. In this 
issue we will look ahead and ask the 
question, "Where do we go from 
here?" Topics discussed include 
preaching, training preachers, Chris­
tian journalism, church leadership, and 
evangelism. We also have a variety of 
topics pertaining to other issues critical 
to the Christian faith. 

In this issue we are honored to have 
men writing for us who write passion­

ately from years of experience in min­
istry and a deep love for the Lord's 
church. We would do well to read with 
equal care the wisdom presented in 
these articles. For those who love the 
church, the hope of having a bright fu­
ture and bringing glory to God are fore­
most concerns. We desire to see the 
church grow and be blessed. It is with 
this hope in mind that we present this 
final issue of2020 to our readers. 

Lastly, let me say "thank you" to 
every person who has contributed to 
the Gospel Gleaner in 2020. The read­
ership has increased by 1/3 this year. 
We appreciate the many fine articles 
which have been written, the monetary 
donations that have been made, and the 
many kind words of encouragement 
that have been expressed. Thank you 
for your contributions to the paper! 
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Preaching the Word: Where Do We Go from Here? 

David Pharr 

A preacher was needed in Ephesus. 
Paul urged Timothy to take the job ( 1 

Timothy I :3ft). One immediate need 
was for a good man who could author­
itatively order presumptuous teachers 
to cease their useless and false specu­
lations. Other responsibilities included 
instructing the church in such things as 
the role of men and women in worship, 
acceptable elders and deacons, and be­
nevolence responsibilities, as well as 
Christian conduct. That Timothy, a 
young man, would be recommended 
for such demands and challenges 
shows Paul's confidence that he was 
ready. 

It has been imagined in many cir­
cles that Timothy was positioned at 
Ephesus in a hierarchal office. Some 

suppose him to have been appointed as 
"Bishop" of Ephesus, others call him 
the "'Pastor." Some Bible editions and 
commentaries will refer to the letters to 
Timothy and Titus as "Pastoral Epis­
tles." (Careful Bible students know 
"bishop" and ''pastor" apply properly 
to the elders of a congregation as the 
only ones with governing oversight.) 
Timothy was only a brother and only a 
preacher, not an official, but he was a 
"man of God" ( I Timothy 6: 11 ). The 
point is that his authority for doing 
what needed to be done was not in a 
ruling capacity, but in the persuasive 
power of truth. All he had authority to 
do was to "preach the word" (2 
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Timothy 4: 1 ft). There is, however, 
more power in one verse of truth than 

in all the pontifical offices ever in­
vented. 

When Jesus had extolled the im­
portance of John's ministry, He then 
assured that "he who is least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he" 
(Luke 7:24). We mention this to re­

mind you that many who may have 
seemed "least" have been great work­
ers and dedicated servants; yet they 
may be hardly noticed in history. His­
tory does, however, recognize that 
preachers have made a difference in 
the cause of the kingdom. Though we 
know all is according to the providence 
of God, nevertheless we recognize that 
stories of progress tend to focus on the 

ability, soundness, and zeal of certain 
preachers. This will be found in Acts. 

It will also be found in early annals 
of the church in America-Thomas 
Campbell, Barton Stone, etc., followed 
by such as Moses Lard and J. W. 
McGarvey. Likewise, in more recent 
decades-Gus Nichols, Hugo 
McCord, Thomas Warren, Guy N. 
Woods, etc. Such a sampling of names 
is not intended to leave anyone out or 
to overly venerate anyone; rather the 
point is the difference preachers have 
made. Where would we be now were it 
not for such men? No, we do not know 
what might have been, but we do know 



that powerful preaching has always 
made a difference. 

Where do we go from here? Again, 
it must not be forgotten that God is the 
source of all good. It seems reasonable 
and safe to say, however, that the qual­
ity and faithfulness of preachers will be 
a major factor for the future welfare 
and progress of the church. This does 
not discount what is expected of oth­
ers, especially elders (Acts 20:28ft). 
Paul knew the vital part of elders, but 
he still thought they needed a preacher 
like Timothy. The question of where 
we go from here pertains to the kind of 
preachers who will work among us. 

It is characteristic of my genera­
tion-I am an octogenarian-to lament 
that many of the great preachers of the 
past may never be replaced. It is a sad 
fact that too many who fill our pulpits 
now lack the depth and power that was 
even in the lesser-known evangelists 
who labored tirelessly during the years 
of our more rapid growth. It is also a 
fact that some appear to be "educated 
beyond their intelligence," as someone 
opined, and "having swerved have 
turned aside unto vain jangling" ( 1 
Timothy I :6). On the other hand, we 
are thankful that there are many who 
are skilled in their presentations and 
loyal to the Book. They have used their 
opportunities for better education, 
have developed skill in speaking, and 
love the church. Their youth is not to 
be despised (see 1 Timothy 4:12). 

The need is for more good preach­
ers. Families need to realize this. There 
is no better aspiration for dedicated 

parents than that their son might be­
come a gospel preacher. There can be 
honor and service in medicine, in law, 
and in a great many other professions; 
but no work is more worthy of a man's 
best talents than preaching the word of 
God. Too often the culture of worldly 
success has been counter to this noble 
ambition. 

Families will help the church and 
they will help themselves when their 
home atmosphere is positive about 
preachers and preaching. It seems ob­
vious that Timothy's mother and 
grandmother prepared him for ministry 
(2 Timothy 1:5; 3:15). 

Congregations ought to be rearing 
preachers. Timothy came from a 
church where the elders commended 
him to the ministry (1Timothy4:14). 
In modern times there have been some 
relatively small churches from which 
have come remarkable numbers of 
dedicated evangelists. On the other 
hand, some otherwise impressive con­
gregations seem to have contributed 
little toward encouraging men to 
choose preaching as a life's work. 

Various reasons exist as to why 
boys might want to grow up to be 
preachers. One effective preacher I 
know said it was because of the visit­
ing preachers he heard as a boy. We 
have tried to plant the idea by asking 
little fellows, "Are you going to be a 
preacher when you grow up?" Some 
churches have "Timothy" classes. 
Some send boys to camps where they 
can learn skills and develop zeal. 
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Others financially assist men who are 
wi ll ing to enro ll in schools of preach­
ing. 

In years past, Christian colleges 
were well known for the good preach­
ers that developed out of their classes. 
Some people thought mak ing preach­
ers and preacher' s wives was the main 
reason for the schools. Now, emphasis 
seems to be more toward education for 
numerous other profess ions. We do not 
question the need for broader educa­
tion. but administrations and faculties 
should not forget their opportunities to 
encourage preaching as a life's work. 

Timothy's .. higher education" was 
under Paul. What an oppotilmity! The 
closest thing I had to that was in classes 
and conversations with such men as H. 
A. Dixon. G. K. Wallace, and others 
when Freed-Hardeman was a junior 
college. Through the years, by their 
writ ing, lectures. and conversations, I 
have continued to be spiritually en­
riched by many wise and scholarly 

men of God. Whether beginning or ex­
perienced, every brother can keep on 
learning from the experience of others. 
For many, the best option for preacher 
tra ining is in schools of preaching. 
Such schoo ls have the advantage of in­
structors who themse lves have had 
many years of experience as preachers. 

Remembering that only the Lord 
knows the futu re, our observation is 
that for churches to go forward, we will 
need more of the right kind of preach­
ers. Some have more natural abili ty 
than others. Some have a belier dispo­
sition. Training is important, but bare 
tra ining, even at its best, will not make 
a good preacher. We need men of ster­
ling character, men who will perse­
vere, men who can' t help but preach 
because, like the prophets. God's word 
is a fire in their bones (Jeremiah 20:9). 
Such men love the truth, hate etTOr, and 
are zealous and jealous for Christ's 
church. 

West Virginia 
School of Preaching 
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Training Preachers: Where Do We Go from Here? 
Andy Robison 

Training preachers is a complex 
task with many factors to be faced and 
fields of study needed. How do we 
train preachers for an increasingly 
atheistic society? It is beyond doubt 
that society has shifted dramatical1y 
from 50-60 years ago. Back then, athe­
ists were hard to find. A door-knocking 
approach that asked people, "If I show 
you this in the Bible, will you believe 
it?" had some appeal. No longer. Even 
among Bible believers, knowledge lev­
els have drastically (in general) de­
creased. 

The training I received in the 1980s 
I believed to be good. It focused a lot 
on learning the text and how to answer 
false doctrines in Christendom. That is 
still needed. Now, however, preachers 
are going to need a lot more training in 
Christian Evidences. They will en­
counter people who do not believe in 
God. Are they trained to discuss the 
matter? Can they answer the sha11ow 
atheist objections? Are the potential 
preachers versed in the Cosmological 
(Cause and Effect) Argument, the Tel­
eological (Design) Argument, the 
Moral Argument? Do they know phil­
osophically and logically how to de­
fend the existence of God? 

Preachers will need studies in logic 
and philosophy. Such is what Paul 
used in Acts 14 and 17. To convince 
pagan crowds of an unseen Creator 
God, he appealed to their reason and 

even cited pagan philosophers as their 
quotes fit his argumentation. Fear of 
philosophy might emanate from the 
warning not to be deceived by it (Col. 
2:8), but that philosophy is coupled 
with ''empty deceit." There is legiti­
mate philosophy. 

Someone working in science who 
steps outside of the sphere of repeata­
ble experiments and hypothesizes 

about one-time events is usually enter­
ing the philosophical world. This is 
where one's cosmogony is determined. 
What does one believe about the begin­
ning of the world? Evolutionists take 
the evidence and mold it to an atheistic 
alleged cause. Christians see how the 
evidence fits the revealed cosmogony 
of the Bible. Either way, the beginning 
of the world becomes more of a philo­
sophical and logical question than a 
scientific one. Preachers will therefore 
need such studies. 

Preachers will need study in episte­
mology (knowing how to know) and 
history. Subjects like these surround 
the study of the validity of believing 
the resurrection of Christ. While it is 
true that schools offer classes in such, 
it needs to be emphasized both to stu­
dents that they need to so focus and to 
churches that the focus is good. Older 
Christians might not see the need for a 
preacher to engage in such study or to 
preach such lessons, but this is short­
sighted and unhelpful to the younger 
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generations in the daily battles they 
face. 

One well-meaning brother once re­
marked to me after I did a series of les­
sons on Christian Evidences, "I'm glad 
you're done with that. We already be­
lieve that." However, there were teens 
in that church fighting that battle at 
school every day. We had already lost 
one to evolutionism. I strongly disa­
greed with his assertion. After all, a 
large part of Christianity is being re­
minded of things (2 Pet. 1:12-14; 3:1). 

Preachers need a lot of cultural 
training. The rapid shift in my short 
lifetime is mind-boggling. Servants of 
God now minister to what is often 
called a '"post-Christian" society. 
Where does that lead? In my training, 
there was one class on World Reli­
gions. These, at the time, seemed so far 
away. Now, though, Islam, Buddhism, 
Hinduism, and a host of other "non­
Christian" beliefs seek coexistence in 
an open-minded, tolerant society, 
where the only intolerance that is 
shown is toward Christians. 

Preachers need training in social is­
sues. Sometimes Christians take very 
unchristian positions on public policies 
regarding things like abortion and mar­
riage. The preacher needs to better pre­
pare churches how to answer, and he 
needs to have the arguments down. 

The preacher is going to need to 
have knowledge and increase in it. 
Studying the various religions is daunt­
ing. Answering the objections, and the 
counters to the objections, is time-
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consuming. He is going to need to have 
his nose in the books and at the com­
puter screen. It is his job to inform the 
congregation of these things so that 
they can have the knowledge as they 
evangelize. Remember, that is the plan 
(2 Tim. 2:2). If the preacher only is 
conducting Bible studies, building re­
lationships, fostering them, and doing 
the slow teaching that will be required, 
growth is going to be minimal. Rather, 
it is his job to do the research, then 
teach the church so that they can teach 
others also. 

Therefore, the preacher is also go­
ing to need to know how to teach. He 
is going to need classes and supervised 
experience in personal evangelism. He 
will get Homiletics classes, but will he 
get practical instruction in teaching Bi­
ble classes? The acquisition of 
knowledge is a life-long endeavor. 
Congregations are the key to motivat­
ing this attitude in the men who would 
fill the pulpit. 

Congregations ought to start young. 
Revive the young men's training clas­
ses. Encourage boys to preach. Take 
them to see sound schools. Help them 
to afford it. 

While they are in school, encourage 
them, but keep them grounded. An in­
ternship is a fantastic way to do this. 
Sometimes, heads can become rather 
big with newly found book knowledge. 
Working with an eldership and an ex­
perienced preacher is invaluable. It 
will cause them to realize they do not 
know everything. They will become 



aware of the practical side and the hu­
man component of ministry. It will not 
be all theory in doctrine; they will see 
how the doctrine affects people's lives. 
They will notice how folks need to be 
helped through difficult decisions. 
Preachers desperately need an intern­
ship. 

After they graduate, give them time 
to study. A letter from the vice-presi­
dent of the school from which I gradu­
ated had advice to this effect: "While 
here, you haven't learned everything 
you need to know; you have only 
learned how to learn." Study is a life­
long endeavor. Congregations need to 
understand that and al low the preacher 
time to study. Do not load him down 
with all sorts of social and janitorial re­
sponsibilities-not that he is too good 
for them, but his focus needs to be else­
where. 

The church needs preachers-some 
of whom will be full-time and some of 
whom will be tent-making preachers, 
by necessity. The church must focus on 
providing the opportunities-through 
formal and/or informal training-to 
make these preachers as smart, as well­
read, as grounded in knowledge as they 
can be. They need to know the Bible 
and they need to know the culture to 
which they apply it. It is a dauntingjob. 
One man's education becomes a team 
effort involving his family, his home 
congregation, maybe several congre­
gations' and individuals' support, and 
his educators. 

One preacher I know tells me that in 
the early years of his career, he would 
be in his study working and one of the 
elders of that congregation would stop 
by to say ''hi." The preacher, in polite­
ness, would offer him to come in and 
sit down, but that elder wisely refused, 
admonishing the preacher, "No, you 
just keep studying; keep studying." 

One of the worst things that can 
happen to the church is to have poorly 
trained preachers. Make the effort to 
train them adequately. Potential 
preachers: take to heart all the invest­
ment that is in you. Don't be lazy. 
Don't use office time for gaming or 
chatting. Dig in and work. You need to 
know. The church needs you to know. 
The world needs you to know. There 
are multiple venues out there that offer 
an overwhelming amount of false­
hoods. You have the great task of 
bringing the truth. You will need the 
Lord's help. Take it seriously and pray. 
Then study, study, study. 
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Christian Journalism: Where Do We Go from Here? 

Andy Erwin 

Christian journalism has long been 
a staple of the Restoration Movement 
in America. We have yet to see the day 
when the movement was not coupled 
with Christian journalism. In fact, no 
one would have known about a "Res­
toration Movement" had they not writ­
ten about it! 

The Cllristia11 Baptist was Alexan­
der Campbell's first periodical. It was 
published from 1823-1830. 

The Cllristian Messenger was Bar­
ton W. Stone's paper, which began in 
1826 and continued until close to his 
death in 1844. 

The Evangelist was a paper Walter 
Scott began publishing in 1832. It was 
postponed for a while in 1835 in favor 
of writing his great book, The Gospel 
Restored, which was published in 
1836. The Evangelist was resumed in 
1836 and finally ceased forever in 
1842. 

The Millennial Harbinger was Al­
exander Campbell's second and final 
periodical. Campbell chose to drop the 
name of the Christian Baptist and use 
this name after he had officially sepa­
rated from the Baptists. This work ran 
from 1830-1870, although Campbell 
only served as its editor until 1865 
when W.K. Pendleton, his son-in-law, 
became editor. 

The Cllristian Review was Tolbert 
Fanning's paper. This paper ran from 

1844-1847. It was replaced by Jesse B. 
Ferguson's Christian Magazine. Fan­
ning also edited a couple of science and 
agricultural journals. His most notable 
paper, however, was the Gospel Advo­
cate, which began in July of 1855. 

The Reformer (1846), later the 
American Cllristian Review, was the 
preacher Benjamin Franklin's paper. 
The ACR began in 1856 and continued 
until his death in 1878. Through the 
American Christian Review, Benjamin 
Franklin wielded a tremendous influ­
ence in the churches in the North, es­
pecially after the Civil War. 

Isaac Errett promoted his progres­
sive views in the Cllristian Standard 
His was probably the most influential 
voice for liberalism in the church of 
that period. The first issue appeared 
April 7, 1866. The Christian Standard 

remains the oldest paper and publish­
ing house among the Christian Church. 

Moses E. Lard and J. W. McGarvey 
first worked together on Lard's Quar­
terly. This paper is regarded by many 
to be one of the finest pieces of Chris­
tian journalism to come out of the Res­
toration Movement. Sadly, it ran for 
only five years (1863-1868) and was 
discontinued (like many good works) 
for a lack of funds and support. 

McGarvey and Lard next worked 
together on the Apostolic Times. 
Along with three other Kentucky 
preachers, these men used this paper in 
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the 1870s to stand strongly against the 

instrwnent of music in worship. 

David Lipscomb continued to use 
the Gospel Advocate to promote a con­
servative viewpoint in the South; how­
ever, its readership was not yet to the 
extent of the Christian Standard; nei­
ther was it circulated heavily in the 
North where the Standard remained 
the prominent paper. 

Austin McGary ( 1846-1928) was a 
fearless gospel preacher. He is possibly 
best remembered for being the founder 
and editor of the Firm Foundation in 
1884. 

Twentieth century papers and edi­
tors were no less significant to the 
church. Goodpasture, Showalter, Lem­
mons, Wallace, and others had consid­
erable influence in papers like the Gos­
pel Advocate, Firm Foundation, and 
Bible Bttnner. New papers emerged 
near the end of the twentieth century 
and have continued twenty years into 
the twenty-first century. 

Christian journalism continues to 

play a significant role in the education 
of the church. While some periodicals 
may be declining in their influence, 
brethren are still reading. However, 
some are reading from biogs and web­
sites more than periodicals. 

For periodicals to recapture the in­
terest of their readers, they need to pro­
vide something that is deemed essen­
tial by their readers. While some pa­
pers may not want to address contro­
versy, we believe a paper (or preacher, 
congregation, or Christian) cannot 
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intentionally avoid controversial sub­

jects. Good periodicals have always 
provided a check and balance to liber­
alism in the church, sectarianism 
among denominations, and secularism 
in society. As much as ever before, we 
need Christian journalism to stand in 
the gap, expose the wrong, and pro­
claim the right in these areas of every­
day life. 

Christian journalism, however, is 
not solely a matter of standing against 
error. As has been learned from the 
Reformation Movement in Europe, 
one can stand against error and yet 
never completely stand for truth. 
Christian papers must stand for Christ, 
His word, and His church. Periodicals 
serve to inform the brotherhood about 
what is occurring in the church and in 
the world. If done correctly, Christian 
journalism can be an effective way of 
teaching God's word through its af­
firmative articles and negative articles. 
"Yellow" journalism, however, has no 
place in a Christian paper. A paper can­
not manipulate the reader by creating a 
false narrative and be Christian. Editor 
"bishops" are not the answer either. 
The reader can go to heaven without 
ever knowing the editor of a paper. The 
reader cannot be saved, however, with­
out ever knowing Christ. 

As with anything we do for the 
Lord, we must determine to do it with 
the best of our ability, for the greatest 
possible good, and unto His everlasting 
glory. Let us keep these things in mind 
as Christian journalism moves into the 
future by God's providence. 
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Church Leadership: Where Do We Go from Here? 

Billy Lambert 

The late J. T. Marlin, a dear friend 
and faithful gospel preacher, once said, 
''We are heirs of the past, stewards of 
the present, and guardians of the fu­
ture." As an elder in the Lord's church, 
brother Marlin's words have special 
meaning to me. 

For years I have heard it said, "We 
are never more than one generation 
away from apostasy." This is best illus­
trated by a passage in the book of 
Judges: "And also all that generation 
were gathered unto their fathers: and 
there arose another generation after 
them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet 
the works which he had done for Is­
rael" (Judges 2: 10). 

Where will the Lord's church be a 
generation from now? History has a 
way of repeating itself. What has hap­
pened in the past can happen again. 
There has never been a greater need to 
teach the principle of restoring the 
New Testament church. Those who 
have gone before us proclaiming the 
"Back To The Bible" plea are never to 
be forgotten. 

We need the wisdom to look ahead 
and teach the next generation the truth 
of the gospel of Christ. The restoration 
plea is relevant in the twenty-first cen­
tury. The education of the next genera­
tion must begin in the home and con­
tinue in the church. 
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Our Responsibility to the Next 
Generation 

Adam Clarke, in his commentary 
on the book of Psalms, suggests that in 
the seventy-eighth chapter there are 
five generations contemplated. 

Give ear, 0 my people, to my law: 
incline your ears to the words of my 
mouth. I wiU open my mouth in a 
parable: I wiH utter dark sayings of 
old: Which we have heard and 
known, and our fathers have told 
us. We will not hide them from 
their children, shewing to the gen­
eration to come the praises of the 
Lord, and his strength, and his 
wonderful works that he hath done. 
For he established a testimony in 
Jacob, and appointed a law in Is­
rael, which he commanded our fa­
thers, that they should make them 
known to their children: That the 
generation to come might know 
them, even the children which 
should be born; who should arise 
and declare them to their children: 
That they might set their hope in 
God, and not forget the works of 
God, but keep his commandments: 
And might not be as their fathers, a 
stubborn and rebellious generation; 
a generation that set not their heart 
aright, and whose spirit was not 
stedfast with God. The children of 
Ephraim, being armed, and 



carrying bows, turned back in the 
day of battle. 

Clarke points out at least three spe­
cific things about teaching the next 
generation. 

I.) Children learn from their fathers 
(v. 3). 

2.) They in turn are to teach the same 
things to the next generation (v. 4). 

3.) Fathers should teach their children 
who in tum teach their children 
God's word (v. 5-6). 

Next, the Psalmist assigns five reasons 
for teaching children: 

I.) That they might know the will of 
God (v. 5-6). 

2.) That they might "set their hope in 
God" ( v. 7). 

3.) That they might "not forget the 
works of God" (v. 7). 

4.) That they might not "be as their 
fathers, a stubborn and rebellious 
generation" (v. 8). 

5.) That they might have a steadfast 
spirit with God (v. 8). 

When Moses made his farewell ad­
dress to God's people, he had a new 
generation standing before him. Those 
who serve the flock of God as under­
shepherds of Christ, have a new gener­
ation standing before them. Never have 
elders needed to stand in the gap more 
than in our perilous, turbulent times. 

The truth must be preserved at all 
costs (Galatians I :6-9; Philippians 
I : 17). Since there are some who will 
turn from the truth, in our efforts to re­
store New Testament Christianity in 
the twenty-first century, we must "try 

the spirits" (2 Timothy 4: 1-4; 1 John 
4:1). 

What Do We Teach the Next 
Generation? 

In a culture permeated with secular, 
humanistic thought, we must teach the 
reality and existence of God, the un­
caused cause, the builder of all things 
(Genesis I: I; Hebrews 3:4; Psalms 
19: 1; Romans I : 19-21 ). The Jewish 
people not only taught their children 
that God is one (Deuteronomy 6:4), 
they taught them to love God (Deuter­
onomy 6:5). This is the foundation 
stone in living the Christian life (1 Co­
rinthians 13:1-13; Matthew 22:37-40; 
Hebrews 13:1; John 13:34-35; I John 
3:15; 4:20; 5:3). 

Faith in God's providence must be 
taught (Romans 8:28; Matthew 6:33; 
Psalms 37:23; 1 Corinthians 10:13). 
There is the realm of God's general 
providence wherein He sheds blessings 
upon all men. both good and bad (Mat­
thew 5:45; Acts 17:28; Colossians 
1: 17). 

Special providence is reserved for 
those "that love God" (Romans 8 :28). 
The late Rex Turner Sr., in his book 
Systematic Theology, had this to say 
about angels: "The saints of God are 
surrounded no doubt by angels, invisi­
ble to them. Angels are primarily min­
isters of God's providence" (Hebrews 
1 :14). 

The next generation must be taught 
the distinctiveness of the Lord's 
church. When Christ came into the re­
gion around Caesarea Philippi, He 
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made this announcement, .. I will build 

my church" (Matthew 16: 18). Note, 

Jesus did not say, "I will build my 
churches" as of many, but .. church" as 

of one. Further, He said, "I will build 

My church." He said My church indi­

cating ownership. He owns it because 
He paid the ultimate price for it (Acts 

20:28; Ephesians 5:25). With this un­

derstanding, we need to teach the next 

generation that the church is distinctive 

in several areas: 

• Its age is a distinctive feature. It 
began on the first Pentecost after 

Jesus' resurrection from the dead 
(Acts 2: 1-47). Any church that be­

gan later than that is too young. 
One that began earlier than that is 

too old. The gospel was to go forth 
from Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:2-4), and 

this prophecy was fulfilled on 

Pentecost in Acts 2. 

• The worship of the New Testa­

ment church is unique. It is in 
spirit and in truth (John 4:24). 

Early saints met on the first day of 

the week, the Lord's day (Revela­

tion I: 10), for the purpose of par­

taking of the Lord's supper (Acts 

20:7; I Corinthians 11 :23-30). 
This was and is done to remember 

Jesus (Luke 22: 19). 
On the Lord's day there were 

prayers (1 Timothy 2:8; Acts 
2:42), the giving of one's means ( 1 
Corinthians 16: 1-2), the teaching 
of God's Word (Acts 2:42), and 

the lifting up of voices in Psalms, 

hymns, and spiritual songs in 
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praise to God (Ephesians 5:19; 

Colossians 3: 16). 

• Another distinguishing mark of 

the New Testament church is its 

mission. The mission of the 

church is to preach the gospel to 

the lost world (Mark 16: 15; Ro­

mans 10: 13-18; Luke 19: 18; Acts 

5:42). The church is not in the en­

tertainment business, but in the 

business of saving souls. 

• Yet another distinctive feature is 

the singularity of the church. 
The church spoken of by Jesus 

was one (Matthew 16: 18). The 
church that began on Pentecost 

was one (Acts 2:47). The second 
chapter of Acts is a history of the 

beginning of the church. 

It was not one of many churches be­

cause no other church existed. The his­

torical record of the church in Acts 2 
was pre-denominational Christianity, 

before denominations were invented 

by men years after Pentecost. When 
men preach the same message as was 
preached by Peter on Pentecost, it pro­

duces nothing but saved souls who are 

added to the church by the Lord (Acts 
2:47). 

The generation to come must be 
taught the sacredness of marriage. 
Marriage is a divine institution or­
dained by God in the beginning (Gen­
esis l :28; 2:22-24). God designed the 
relationship to be: 

• Monogamous in design. One man 

for one woman {l Corinthians 
7:2). 



• Patriarchal in government (Gen- murder (Exodus 20: 13). It takes a hard. 
es is 3: 16; I Corinthians 11 :3: cold, calloused heart to defend the tak-
Ephesians 5:22). 

• Procreative in purpose (Genesis 
I :28; 9: I). Ch ildren are to be born 
within the fram ework of marriage. 
A reject ion of God·s law regard­
ing marriage has led to the break­
down of God·s intention for mar­
riage. 

• I n-dissolvable in nature (Genesis 
2:22-24; Matthew 19:3-9; Romans 
7: 1-4). It is an until "death do us 
part" relationship. Only for adul­
tery is one allowed to put away his 
or her spouse (Matthew 19:9). 

In a time where sixty plus million 
babies have been aborted in America 
since 1973, our youth must be taught 
the value of life. To ki ll a baby is 

ing of innocent li fe. There are many 
ways to prevent abortion. One way is 
to leach abst inence before marriage. 
Another way is adoption into a good. 
Christian home. We must teach our 
young to wa it for marriage. There is 
too big of a price to pay lo do other­
wise. There is an eternal price (Ga la­
tians 6:7-8). 

Concluding Thoughts 

None of us can foresee the future. 
The best we can do is to see lo it that 
the present generation is properly 
taught. There are chi ldren yet unborn 
whose knowledge of truth depends 
upon the teaching of the present gener­
ation (2 Timothy 2:2). 
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Evangelism: Where Do We Go from Here? 

Roger Shepherd 

America has been paralyzed with 
great fear in 2020. However, some 
churches have maintained their evan­
gelistic vision. For some, political 
strife and COVID-19 have produced 
doubt, unrest, and a loss of faith that 
God is in control. The preaching of the 
gospel can make America free. 

The Bible shaped the life and work 
of Patrick Henry, who realized that the 
gospel was shaping the identity of the 
then new nation. His observation in 
1765 before the Virginia House ofBur­
gesses remains valid: 

It cannot be emphasized too clearly 
and too often that this nation was 
founded, not by religionists, but by 
Christians; not on religion, but on 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. For this 
very reason, people of other faiths 
have been afforded asylum, pros­
perity, and freedom of worship 
here (Christopher Lensch, A Chris­
tian Patriot). 

Realizing the significant work of 
evangelists, there is a great need to 
train preachers and evangelists. The 
church must "Reach Out or Fade Out!" 
We have learned from the COVID ex­
perience that the church is successful 
when each one teaches one. From the 
pew, many have learned that they can 
discuss salvation in Jesus with a friend, 
family member, or neighbor. As this 

continues the church will grow and 
America will remain free. 

WE MUST FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE 
OF CHRIST 

The personal teaching ministry of 
Jesus started in Cana of Galilee where 
He perfonned His first miracle (John 
2: l; 4:46). Cana is identified as Kana 
(place of needs), a place eight or nine 
miles north of Nazareth, which lies on 
the direct road to the Sea of Galilee and 
twelve miles in a direct course from Ti­
berias. 

In Galilee Jesus and His disciples 
perfonned three successful ministries 
of evangelism (Matt. 4:23-5: l ). Jesus 

made disciples by serving the commu­
nity of Galilee, which led to personally 
teaching the lost. He sought the lost at 
weddings, fellowships, funerals, hospi­
tal beds, prisons, homes, with friends, 
and even while fishing (John 2: l fl). Je­
sus was a disciple maker (Mark l: 14-
17) and His disciples were also serv­
ants (John 2:2, 5, 11 ). Jesus also taught 
the apostles the importance of wisdom 
in winning souls on the limited com­
mission (Matt. I 0:5-16). 

We should evangelize like Jesus 
and His disciples. We cannot be "stiff'' 
and teach people. We must not have 
any strings attached. People must be 
comfortable with us first and then we 
can teach. 
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The growing church has a ministry 
of intentional evangelism to "make 

- disciples" in every ethnic group (Matt. 
28: 19). Winning lost souls to the Lord 
is the most important work assigned by 
Jesus to His disciples. Jesus instructed 
disciples to "preach the gospel to every 
creature" (Mark 16:15) and proclaim a 
message of forgiveness to every ethnic 
group (Luke 24:47). God "sent Jesus" 
and He sends Christians today (John 
20:21-23). 

DUPUCATING THE MINISTRY OF 
JESUS 

First, for there to be effective evan­
gelism, TEACHING must occur to ex­
plain truth, just as Jesus did in the syn­
agogue of His hometown (Luke 4: 14--
37). The synagogues were assemblies 
for community teaching, worship, and 
study. Synagogues were also commu­
nity centers, schools, and places to 
hold court. The early church taught in 
synagogues and in homes, continuing 
the same communal practice (Acts 
2:42--47). The early disciples were 
busy "every day, in the temple, and 
from house to house, teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ" (Acts 
5:42). 

Second, to be effective in evange­
lism, PROCLAMING the gospel of the 
kingdom with conviction and persua­
sion must occur. Preach the gospel's 
authority and power to save sinners 
(Rom. I: 16-17). Preach as a herald 
sent from God (Rom. 10: 13-18). 
Preach to change lives (Rom. 6:23) and 
bring about awareness of eternal 
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accountability to all who hear (2 Cor. 
5:10). 

Third, HEALING must occur for the 
spiritual disease and sickness among 
the people. The most common Greek 
word for healing is therapeuo. It is the 
word from which derive our word 
"therapy." It can mean: to serve or do 
service to another person (Matt. 
20:28); cure or restore to health (Matt. 
9: 1-8); relieve hunger, disease, heal, 
and cure (Matt. 8:16-17; 15:32); and 
causes great stress relief through wor­
shipping God. We can heal the hearts 
of people through outreach ministries 
and proclaiming the gospel. 

WE MUST RESTORE EVANGEUSM 

The restoration of evangelism is de­
picted in the Old Testament prophets. 
The greatest example is Ezekiel, who 
possessed a new spirit and heart for 
personal teaching. God commissioned 
him to restore a new heart and spirit in 
Israel by teaching the lost and unfaith­
ful believers (Ezek. 3:18-22). He 
warned the leaders of Israel to shep­
herd the flock of God and seek the lost 
(Ezek. 34: 1-16). 

Evangelism has always been a sig­
nificant part of the Restoration Move­
ment. Cecil J. Sharp ( 1924) taught: 

By evangelism we do not mean 
merely the conduct of revival or 
protracted meetings. We do not 
mean alone the work done by pro­
fessional evangelists. By evange­
lism we do mean the use of the 
Word of God by every Christian to 



win to Christ as nearly as possible 
everyone who is unsaved. The 
thought needs to be restored and 
reemphasized that every minister 
of the gospel is an evangelist first 
of all, and that second of all, every 
Christian is capable of being, and 
therefore, ought to be, a winner of 
souls to for Christ. One advantage 
of the plea is that an ordinary soul 
can teach it plainly and effectively. 
lt does not require a professional 
nor a profound theologian to teach 
the way of life as given in the New 
Testament (Evangelism, 39-42). 

CONCLUSION 

What is the lesson application? Da­
vid "proclaimed glad tidings, grace, 
the righteousness of God and truth" 
(Ps. 40:9-10). Jesus taught publicly 
and one-on-one, successfully gaining 
many disciples (Matt. 19: 16-26; John 
3: 1-5). He started a movement that 
continues now and will continue until 
eternity. The gospel enables us to help 
others learn and apply the knowledge 
and instruction of the scriptures (2 
Tim. 3: 14 ft). By learning of Jesus, 
these lost souls can have eternal life 
(Matt. 11 :29-30). We are God's evan­
gelists! 

The Amazing Jesus 

Robert Waggoner 

"For unto us a Child is born . .. And 
His name will be called Wonderful" -
Isaiah 9:6. 

Jesus was absolutely amazing! 
From the time of His birth, during His 
childhood, throughout His ministry, in 
His final days, and throughout history, 
Jesus has astonished people by His 
teaching and miracles, by His love and 
influence. Jesus is unique! He is a 
source of wonder. 

When the angels announced His 
birth to the shepherds, they "made 
widely known the saying which was 
told them concerning this Child. And 
all those who heard it marveled at 
those things which were told them by 
the shepherds" (Luke 2: 17, 18). Fol­
lowing Jesus' birth, when Joseph and 
Mary took Jesus to the temple for the 
required sacrifice, they ••marveled" at 
the things spoken by Simeon about Je­
sus (Luke 2:33). At the age of twelve, 
when Jesus was sitting in the midst of 
Jewish teachers, listening to them and 
asking questions, ••an who heard Him 
were astonislled at His understanding 
and answers" (Luke 2:47). Even Jo­
seph and Mary were ••amazed" (Luke 
2:48). 

During His ministry, Jesus 
astounded His contemporaries by His 
doctrine. After Jesus delivered the ser­
mon on the mountain, "the people were 
astonislled at His doctrine; for He 
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taught them as one having authority" 
(Matthew 7:28-29). They were also 
astonislled by His preaching in Caper­
naum (Mark I :22). In Nazareth, every­
one "wo11dered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of His mouth" 
(Luke 4:22). When Jesus bested the 
Pharisees in argument over whether to 
pay taxes to Caesar, "they marveled at 
His answer" (Luke 20:26). When Jesus 
silenced the Sadducees regarding mar­
riage after the resurrection, the multi­
tudes "were astonislled at His doc­
trine" (Matthew 22:33). 

When Jesus informed His disciples 
that it was easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a 
rich man to be saved, "they were 
greatly astonisl1ed'' (Matthew 19:25). 
Because "all the people were aston­
isl1ed at His doctrine," the scribes and 
chief priests sought some way to de­
stroy Jesus (Mark 11: 18). After listen­
ing to Jesus, the officers of the Phari­
sees said, "No man ever spoke like this 
Man!" (John 7:46). 

Jesus' miracles also astonished His 
contemporaries. When Jesus healed a 
palsied man who had been lowered to 
Him through the ceiling, "all were 
amazed and glorified God, saying, 
'We never saw anything like this!"' 
(Mark 2: 12). When Jesus raised Jairus' 
daughter back to life, "her parents were 
overcome with great amazement' 
(Mark 5:42). When Jesus cast a demon 
from a child, "they were all amazed at 
the majesty of God ... everyone mar­
veled at all the things which Jesus did" 
(Luke 9:43). When Jesus stilled the 
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stormy sea, ''the men marveled, say­

ing, 'Who can this be, that even the 
winds and the sea obey Him?"' (Mat­
thew 8:27). 

When Jesus cast a demon from a 
man who was in the synagogue at Ca­
pemaum, "they were al I amazed and 
spoke among themselves, saying, 
'What a word this is! For with author­
ity and power He commands the un­
clean spirits, and they come out.'" 
(Luke 4:36). When Jesus healed a man 
who was both deaf and dumb, "they 
were astonisl1ed beyond measure, say­
ing, 'He has done all things well. He 
makes both the deaf to hear and the 
mute to speak"' (Mark 7:37). 

Jesus' amazing doctrine and His 
marvelous miracles caused His fame to 
spread far and wide. "Then His fame 
went throughout all Syria" (Matthew 
4:24). "And immediately His fame 
spread throughout all the region 
around Galilee" (Mark 1:28). "And 
news of Him went out through all the 
surrounding region" (Luke 4: 14 ). "The 
report went around concerning Him all 
the more; and great multitudes came 
together to hear, and to be healed by 
Him of their infirmities" (Luke 5: 15). 
"And they glorified God, saying, 'A 
great prophet has risen up among us'; 
and, 'God has visited His people.' And 
this report about Him went throughout 
all Judea and all the surrounding re­
gion" (Luke 7:36-37). 

In His final days, Jesus amazed peo­
ple. When Jesus was accused before 
Pilate, "Jesus stil I answered nothing, 



so that Pilate marveled" (Mark 15:5). 
When Jesus died after only six hours 
on the cross, "Pilate marveletf' (Mark 
15:44). When the women found Jesus' 
tomb empty on the resurrection morn­
ing, "they went out quickly and fled 

from the tomb, for they trembled and 
were amazetf' (Mark 16:8). 

The amazement of the early church 
toward Jesus took the form of joy in 
salvation. While the multitude was 
amazed on the day of Pentecost be­
cause they heard the apostles speak in 
languages they had never learned (Acts 
2:7-8), those who believed "ate their 
food with gladness and simplicity of 
heart, praising God and having favor 
with all the people" (Acts 2:46-47). An 
early disciple, Phillip, went to a city in 
Samaria. There he preached Christ and 
performed miracles:-.. "And there was 
great joy in that city" (Acts 8:8). Later, 
Philip taught and baptized an Ethio­
pian, who went on his way rejoicing 
(Acts 8:39). When a Philippian jailer 
heard and believed the word of God, he 
rejoiced (Acts 16:34). 

Throughout history, people con­
tinue to be amazed by Jesus and His 
love. John Henry Newman, a former 
slave trader turned preacher, in 1779 
wrote the ever popular and well-known 
hymn, Amazing Grace. People con­
tinue to be amazed by Jesus' influence. 
The closing paragraph of the anony­
mous article, One Solitary Life, says it 
well. "I am far within the mark when I 
say that al I the armies that ever 
marched, and all the navies that ever 
sailed, and all the parliaments that ever 

sat, and all the kings that ever reigned 
put together, have not affected the life 
of man upon the earth as has that one 
solitwy life." 

People continue to be amazed by 
His person. Napoleon once said about 
Jesus, 

Everything in Him amazes me. His 
spirit outreaches mine, and His will 
confounds me. Comparison is im­
possible between Him and any 
other being in all the world. He is 
truly a being by Himself. His ideas 
and His sentiments; the truth that 
He announces; His manner of con­
vincing; are all beyond humanity 
and the natural order of things ... 
His birth, and the story of His life; 
the profoundness of His doctrine, 
which overturns all difficulties, and 
is their most complete solution; His 
Gospel; the singularity of His mys­
terious being; His appearance; His 
empire; His progress through all 
centuries and kingdoms; - all this 
is to me a prodigy, an unfathomable 
mystery ... I see nothing here of 
men. Near as I may approach, close 
as I may examine, all remains 
above my comprehension - great 
with greatness that crushes me. It is 
in vain that I reflect - all remains 
unaccountable! . . . I defy you to 
cite another life like that of Christ. 

Truly, Jesus is wonderful! He was 
wonderful in prophecy. He was won­
derful during His lifetime. And He 
continues to be wonderful now to those 
who examine His life and teachings. 
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What Loss Has Taught Me 
Johnny Trail 

A central theme of the Bible is the 
ability of God to use bad circumstances 
to accomplish His purposes. One must 
hasten to say that God is not the source 
of evil, but the omnipotence of God is 
demonstrated in His ability to accom­
plish His will in the face of seemingly 
insurmountable odds. This principle is 
validated by looking at various Old 
Testament people. For just a moment, 
we will consider one of those charac­
ters. 

The patriarch Joseph is egregiously 
mistreated by his brothers. They throw 
him into a pit with the intention of mur­
dering him (Genesis 37:20). Later his 
brothers sell the youth to lshmaelite 
traders who in tum sell Joseph into 
slavery (Genesis 37:27, 36). In the ser­
vice of his master, his master's wife ac­
cuses him of trying to rape her (Gene­
sis 39: 18-19). From this set of circum­
stances, he is cast into prison (Genesis 
39:20) where he interprets the dream of 
two servants from Pharaoh's court. 
The interpretations come true and the 
surviving servant forgets what Joseph 
has done for him (Genesis 40:8-23). 

After some time, Pharaoh has a 
dream that he wants interpreted. The 
surviving servant from Pharaoh's court 
remembers his imprisoned friend, Jo­
seph, and his ability to correctly inter­
pret dreams (Genesis 41: 1-36). Joseph 
interprets Pharaoh's dream and 
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becomes second only to Pharaoh in the 
land of Egypt (Genesis 41 :40). 

A drought in the Land of Canaan 
forces Jacob to send his sons to seek 
out greener pastures and better 
dwelling arrangements for his family 
(Genesis 42: 1-2). They travel to Egypt 
where they unknowingly encounter the 
brother that they had sold to Ishmaelite 
traders many years earlier (Genesis 
42:7-8). Ultimately, Joseph reveals his 
identity to them, and they receive 
deliverance from the one that they had 
formerly mistreated (Genesis 45:1-3). 

This is a great example of God 
using bad circumstances to accomplish 
the deliverance of His people. Genesis 
50:20 says, "But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me; but God meant it unto 
good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 
to save much people alive." 

Sometimes we must search to find 
the blessings in the bad that we wit­
ness. If we just read the story of Joseph 
without the benefit of the last few 
chapters, we might think it awful that 
an innocent man suffered so much. 
When we read the entire story, we un­
derstand the workings of God in Jo­
seph's life for the deliverance of the 
Jewish nation from famine and death. 

Since we do not have the benefit of 
divine foreknowledge in life's circum­
stances, it is up to the people of God to 
seek the good when so much evil 



abounds. God works in the lives of His 
people in a providential manner. If we 
did not believe this, prayer would be a 
waste of time. 

In consideration of these things, it 
took this writer a long time to recog­
nize the good that came from the loss 
of loved ones. This is not to say that I 
wanted to see any person pass away in 
my family or circle of friends. It is to 
say that watching people die has taught 
me valuable lessons about life. Please 
let me share a few of those with you 
dear reader. 

Loss has taught me the value of 
time. 

When we are young, we think that 
time crawls by slowly. As we mature, 
we determine that time is fleeting and 
is no respecter of persons. 

Indeed, the Bible has something to 
say about the brevity of time. James 
4: 13-16 says, "Go to now, ye that say, 
'Today or tomorrow we will go into 
such a city, and continue there a year, 
and buy and sell, and get gain': 
Whereas ye know not what shall be on 
the morrow. For what is your life? It is 
even a vapour, that appeareth for a 
little time, and then vanisheth away. 
For that ye ought to say, 'If the Lord 
will, we shall live, and do this, or that.' 
But now ye rejoice in your boastings: 
all such rejoicing is evil." 

Loss has taught me to take 
advantage of saying the 
important things while the 
opportunity exists. 

Colossians 4:6 says, "Let your 
speech be always with grace, seasoned 
with salt, that ye may know how ye 
ought to answer every man." Solomon 
says, in Proverbs 25: 11, "A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures 
of silver." So much of our 
communication is trivial and 
nonconsequential in nature. 

We must treat our relationships as if 
they are short and precious in nature. 
Therefore, we are encouraged to dwell 
with our mates in an understanding, 
peaceful manner. 

1 Peter 3:7 says, "'Likewise, ye 
husbands, dwell with them according 
to knowledge, giving honor unto the 
wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace oflife; 
that your prayers be not hindered." 

Furthermore, we are encouraged to 
work out conflicts with our brethren. 
Matthew 5 :23-24 says, "Therefore if 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
there rememberest that thy brother 
hath ought against thee; Leave there 
thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and offer thy gift." Life 
is too short to remain in conflict with 
the ones we are supposed to love. 

Loss has taught me to value 
human relationships over 
money, status, or fame. 

Before losing my parents, I had 
always told them and my immediate 
family that I loved them. From that 
time forward, I resolved to repeatedly 
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te ll my remaining family how I fel t 
about them. Not a day goes by that I do 
not tell my wife and children that I love 
them. 

Loss has taught me to focus on 
things that are spiritual in nature 
rather than physical . 

My treasures are not things. My 
treasures are God. brethren, family, 
and friends. Matthew 6: 19-2 1 
says, "Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where moth and 
rust doth com1pt. and where thieves 

break th rough and steal: But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth cormpt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor 
stea l: For where your treasure is, there 
wi 11 your heart be also." 

Loss has taught me the 
importance and urgency of 
personal evangelism. 

One cannot take possessions or 
money with them to heaven. They can 
take other people. The Master has 
given us our marching orders for the 
enlargement of His kingdom, the 
church. Matthew 28: 19 says. "Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, 
bapti zi ng them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son. and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Loss has taught me to be 
prepared for my own passing. 

Hebrews 9:27 says, "And as it is 

appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment." We must 
continually be ready for our lives to be 
over or for the return of Christ. 

Even in loss there can be blessings. 
God 's people are blessed even in the 
face of crippling loss. Sometimes we 
need to look for those blessings and 
seek to understand them. 
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A Letter to Diotrephes 

Gary Colley 

Dear Diotrephes, 

I am writing to you because of a 

deep concern for your eternal welfare. 

Examining your record as given in 3 

John, and especially your regard for 

the preeminence among God's re­

deemed(v. 9), suggests that you should 

change the name in front of your 
church building to "Church of Di­

otrephes." The name "church of 

Christ" is, as is evident from your ac­

tions, no longer what the world calls 

"truth in advertising!" 

At one time, the disciples chosen by 

Jesus during His personal ministry also 

desired to know who would be the 

greatest in the kingdom. Jesus taught 

them the lesson of humility with the 
example of a little child (Matt. 18: 1-4). 

If your desire to be great in the king­

dom of Christ is genuine, you are to be 

commended But from the evidence 
discovered and disclosed by the in­
spired John, this does not appear to be 

the case. Your "prating," or childish, 
foolish, and idle chatter, against the be­

loved Christians and faithful apostle 

John is condemned now and will be 

eternally punished if you do not repent 

(Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 17:30-31 ). 

But further, you have gone so far as 
not to receive, but rather to harm, faith­
ful brethren in the church. Our Lord 
said that when wrong actions against 

His people are done, they are actually 

offenses against Him (Acts 26: 14-15). 

These innocent souls do not belong to 

you but to the Lord. You have forbid­

den the members of the body of Christ 

to render faithful service by both 

changing the locks at the meeting place 

and by locking them out of the meeting 
house! You even attempted - yes, you 

and others who falsely declare them­

selves to be "4the elders," -to bully and 

lord over others your arbitrary rule ( 1 

Pet. 5: 1-5). You have done these 

wrong acts personally, while falsely 

claiming they were generally accepted 

by "a number" of the other brethren, to 

withdraw from them and from their 

rightful place in the church (Rom. 

8:31-39). You say you can do this, but 

God says you cannot without answer­

ing to Him (Gal. 6:7-8). 

When the men of the congregation 

tried to meet to discuss this and help 

you out of your sinful course, you 
brought women to the meeting, though 
they are forbidden to do so by Paul's 
words to Timothy (I Tim. 2: 12). Are 

these women who participated to be 
numbered with the "silly women" of 
which Paul warned Timothy (2 Tim. 

3 :6-7}? This shows your total disregard 

for the authority of our Lord (Matt. 
28:18). 

You have even had "lawyer letters" 
sent to some of the faithful members in 

G o s p e I G I e J n e r I 25 



an attempt to intimidate those who 
tried to help you! Those who are with 
you in your departures from the truth 
seem to be rubber-stamp "yes men" 
whom you have personally appointed; 
perhaps their special attention is on the 
money given to them by you each 
week. The checks you take such pleas­
ure in passing out to these men seem to 
cause you to think you have secured a 
special and desired advantage. Then 
there are those who simply pick up 
signed, blank checks, which are then 
cashed for personal books, etc., with­
out the oversight that other elderships 
would use. Some have reported that , 
for some time, one family always gath­
ers tightly around the Lord 's table fo l­
lowing eve1y worship service, espe­
cially on Sunday evening. Sadly, it has 
been noticed that money that has been 
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Let Us Stay Focused 

Guy Hester (1936-2013) 

Some things that we do in life do 

not require special attention on our 

part. We can successfully complete 
some tasks while we have the radio 
blaring and are talking on the tele­

phone at the same time. Other tasks, 
however, require us to be completely 

focused on what we are doing. One that 
drives a school bus had better keep his 
attention on the task at hand. The same 

goes for a doctor that is performing 

open-heart surgery or a restaurant 
worker that is pouring hot grease. In so 
many endeavors in life, for one to lose 

his focus can cause unpleasant results, 
even real disaster. 

As Christians, we too need to stay 
focused. We need to always keep in 

mind who we are, what our purpose in 
Ii fe is, and where we are headed. If we 

fail to keep our focus, we wi II soon get 

off course and into great spiritual dan­
ger. On what should the children of 
God stay focused? Though there may 
be many correct responses to that ques­
tion, we want to point out three obvi­
ous answers. 

GOD'S CHILDREN MUST STAY 
FOCUSED ON JESUS. 

Jesus is the One we are following! 
Jesus said, "My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me" 
(John 10:27). If we are to "follow his 
steps" (1 Peter 2:22), then we need to 
pay attention to where His steps lead 

us. Yes, it is 44follow the Leader," but 
it is not a game. On the occasion when 

Peter walked on the water toward Je­

sus, in the beginning he walked with no 
problem. 

Look at (Matthew 14:25-30): 44And 
in the fourth watch of the night Jesus 
went unto them, walking on the sea. 
And when the disciples saw him walk­
ing on the sea, they were troubled, say­

ing, It is a spirit; and they cried out for 

fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto 

them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; 

be not afraid. And Peter answered him 
and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me 
come unto thee on the water. And he 
said, Come. And when Peter was come 

down out of the ship, he walked on the 
water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw 

the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and 

beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 

Lord, save me." 

Every indication is that at first he 
was focused on Jesus and not the 
strong wind. However, when Peter 
"saw the wind boisterous," his atten­
tion stayed on the potential danger and 
he was afraid. Surely a key lesson from 

Peter's stroll is for us to keep our eyes 
focused on the Lord and not the storms 
of life. All of us are involved in so 
many activities in life. Some of them 

are activities at school, at work, or at 
home. Some of them may be personal 
acts of kindness or part of the work of 
the church. 
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First century saints that were run­
ning "the Christian race" were ex­
horted to look "unto Jesus, the author 
and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 
12: 1-2). May we ever be like the apos­
tle Paul, who said of himself, "For to 
me to live is Christ" (Philippians I :21 ). 
Let us all strive to do our best not to 
lose sight of the fact that Jesus needs to 
be the center of our focus. He died that 
we might live through Him. That ought 
to be on our minds each day. 

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS MUST STAY 
FOCUSED ON THE WORD OF GOD. 

Today there is a push to get away 
from "too much Bible." We expect 
such from those outside of Christ. It is 
disheartening, though, to see such an 
attitude among brethren. Some twenty­
first century saints spend little private 
time studying God's word, and at the 
same time they want Bible classes 
turned into a social hour, shorter ser­
mons, and bulletins that are filled with 
cute stories and social activities instead 
of Bible-related materials. 

Brethren, we have to keep our atten­
tion on the word of the living God! It is 
God's word that "is able to save" our 
souls (James 1 :21 ). "Wherefore lay 
apart all filthiness and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with meek­
ness the engrafted word, which is able 
to save your souls." It is God's word 
that serves as a lamp for our feet and a 
light for our path (Psalm 119: 105). It is 
God's word that can build us up and 
give us "an inheritance among them 
that are sanctified" (Acts 20:32). 
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Nothing else can do that. Let us be like 
babies and "desire the sincere milk of 
the word that ye (we) may grow 
thereby" (1 Peter 2:2). 

Keep this thought in mind: it is im­
possible to stay properly focused on Je­

sus without staying focused on His 
teaching. When some of Jesus' disci­
ples left Him to walk no more with 
Him, Jesus turned to the apostles and 
asked, "Will ye also go away? Then Si­
mon Peter answered him, Lord, to 
whom shall we go? thou hast the words 
of eternal life" (John 6:67-68). 

To tum away from Jesus was to tum 
away from the source of the words of 
life! Remember, Jesus said, "And why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?" (Luke 6:46). Stay­
ing with Christ means staying with His 
word. Keeping focused on Jesus in­
cludes staying focused on His word. 

FOLLOWERS OF JESUS MUST STAY 
FOCUSED ON HEAVEN. 

Going to heaven when our earthly 
life is over - that is what it is all about! 
Going to heaven must be the goal that 
pushes us, the reward that drives us, the 
destination on which our attention is 
focused. 

By faith Abraham "looked for a city 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God" (Hebrews 1 1 : 10). 
He, along with Sarah, Isaac, and Jacob 
desired "a better country, that is, an 
heavenly" (Hebrews 1 1: 16). You and I 
must share that same longing. 



Hear the truth of (2 Timothy 2:4 ): 
"No man that warreth entangleth him­
self with the affairs of this life; that he 

may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier." As soldiers of the 
Christ, we must not allow ourselves to 
become entangled or bogged down 
with the affairs of this earthly life. We 
must keep our focus on heaven! Jesus 
taught His disciples, "But lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and 

where thieves do not break through nor 
steal: for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also" (Matthew 
6:20-21). 

May our desires ever be set on 
things above, where Jesus sits at the 

right hand of God. Paul expressed it 
this way in (Colossians 3: 1-2): "If ye 
then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God. Set 
your affection on things above, not on 

things on the earth." Satan would love 
to get us so distracted that we would 
not focus on that which we need to. 
May the Lord help us all to stay fo­
cused on Jesus, His word, and heaven 
as our final dwelling place. 
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What Is It All About? 

Ronald Bryant 

The life ofa child of God is ajour­

ney to spiritual maturity. The journey 

of life for each person is a journey to 

etem ity. A long the way, many tasks 

beckon and many responsibilities 
arise, yet the focus of the child of God 

is not merely upon completing certain 
tasks or fulfilling duties and require­
ments. The objective of the child of 

God is to grow up in Christ and to be 

molded into His likeness. 

I know of a man who made it his 
goal to memorize the entire New Tes­

tament. He was determined and seem­
ingly practical, even setting a workable 

schedule. Yet after many months of lit­
erally wearing himself out reading, 

memorizing, reviewing, and testing, 
He began to have a major problem. He 

began to despise the task. The time 

came, he admitted, that he began to 

despise the Bible. 

What was the real problem? Was 

his effort to memorize the New Testa­
ment such a bad idea? By his own ad­
mission, he was so set on reaching his 
goal that he literally lost sight of the 
real purpose and benefit of the Scrip­

tures. Instead of feeding upon the word 
of God, and being nurtured by it, he be­
came consumed with the task he had 
set for himself - to memorize the 

words of the text. On one level, the task 
controlled him; on another it eluded 
him. In time it created major problems 
for him. 
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It is not difficult to connect the dots. 

He memorized passages that he no 

longer loved. He quoted passages that 

he no longer reverenced. By his own 
admission, he preached sennons which 

he no longer believed. He only par­
tially reached the goal he had set for 

himself and failed completely to reach 
the one set by God. 

Paul gave great emphasis to the 

power and place of the Scriptures in­

spired of God. Writing to Timothy, 

Paul identified God's purpose in giv­
ing the Scriptures. He wrote, "The goal 

of our instruction is love from a pure 

heart and a good conscience and a sin­
cere faith" (I Timothy 1:5). 

According to Paul, the goal is love 

from a pure heart! Love for God is to 

rule in the heart and the life of the child 

of God. It is to flow from a heart that is 
pure, a conscience that is good, and a 

faith that is sincere. In Christ, love of 

God is the dominant motive and the 
life-controlling objective. To love as 
God intends is to be like Christ. Love 
as God intends is spiritual maturity. 



The Blessing of Christian Friends 
Acts 28:15 

I. "A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity" (Proverbs 
17: 17). On the other hand, "Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trou­
ble is like a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint" (Proverbs 25: 19). 

2. "Two are better than one because they have good reward for their labor. For 
if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but woe to him that is alone when 
he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up" (Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10). 

3. Review Paul's journey to Rome; and his meeting with Christian friends. 

I. 
A. 

B. 

c. 

II. 
A. 

B. 
C. 

Ill. 
A. 

B. 

c. 

His Christian Friends Provided Sympathy. "tlley came to meet us" 
Paul was being thrust along by the fierce tide of persecution. Yet these 
brethren sympathized with him (2 Timothy 3: 12; Matthew 5: I 0-12). 
Their sympathy was practical, unselfish, and reasonable. They traveled 
50 miles to cheer one who could give them nothing. 
Showing sympathy is being Christlike (Hebrews 4:15; John 11:35, 36; 
Romans 12: 15; 15: 1; Galatians 6:2; Hebrews 13 :3; James I :27). 

His Christian Friends Promoted Gratitude. "lie tllanked God" 
In adversity, contentment was Paul's attitude (Philippians 4; 11; 1 Timo­
thy 6:6; Hebrews 13:5). 
Paul was thankful for all the spiritual blessings (Ephesians I :3). 
A thankless person is a contemptible thing in God's sight. (1) The Isra­
elites (Deuteronomy 32:6). (2) The nine lepers (Luke 17: 17). 

His Christian Friends Inspired Courage. "and took courage" 
Paul was a courageous man provoked by the conviction he was doing 
what was right (Acts 23: I; I Timothy 4: I 0). 
Courage enables us to endure suffering (Acts 4: 19; 5:29) and to perse­
vere in times of poverty and bereavement (I Corinthians 16: 13 ). 
Let us be courageous for: One being can sustain us - Our heavenly Father 
- and one hope can cheer us - Heaven. 

I. We are traveling from earth to heaven; along the way we need the friendship 
of those of like precious faith. 

2. Our Christian friends instill in us Sympathy, Gratitude, and Courage to press 
on in the Lord's service. Let us instill in them the same (Hebrews I 0:24, 25). 

Mike Kiser 
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Reach your neighbors with 

2021 Topics 
JANUARY• Paul's Favorite Word (Grace) 

FEBRUARY• This Is Going to Sting a Little 

MARCH• 0 Careless Soul, Why Do You Linger? 
APRIL• Sin's Fish Story 

MAY• The Big Bang Got So Many Things Right 
JUNE• The First Murder Trial 

JULY• Understand the New Testament in Just 12 Verses 
AUGUST• Have You Seen God? 

SEPTEMBER. I Sorta Believe in the Bible 

OCTOBER• Don't Worry So Much 
NOVEMBER• Don't Quit in a Pit 
DECEMBER• Is It Time to Update? 

lntarastad? rnatt@houselohouse.com I get.housetohouse.corn 
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The West Fayetteville Church of Christ 

Service Time s 

Sunday Bible Study: 9:30 am 

Sunday Worship: 10:30 am 

Sunday Evening Worship: 5:00 pm 

Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 pm 

24 Boonshill Road 

Fay etteville, TN 37334 

www.westfayetteville.net 

(931) 433-6542 
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