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A Debate with Catholics

It was my privilege to attend the Polk-Sungenis Debate conducted at DeFuniak
Springs Community Center in DeFuniak Springs, FL, the evenings of November
15,17,2005. The first night’s proposition was: “The New Testament scriptures are
the sole authority for Christian faith and practice.” Affirm: JohnT. Polk (Christian).
Deny: Robert Sungenis (Catholic). The last evening’s topic was: “The Scriptures
and Apostolic tradition handed down by the Roman Catholic Church are our sole
authority for Christian faith and practice.” Affirm: Robert Sungenis (Catholic).
Deny: John T. Polk (Christian).

The College Avenue Church of Christ, with Ernest Underwood as preacher,
arranged the discussion in response to an article about Catholicism mailed out to the
community ina religious publication published by the College Avenue brethren.

The discussion was handled on a high place of courtesy and fairness as each
man sought to press his case by honest and fair means. Neither disputant used any
foul play to gainan advantage.

Mr. Sungenis opened his cause with a challenge for his opponent to show
anywhere in the Bible that scripture itself claimed to be the only source of authority.
Brother Polk eagerly responded by saying that those exact words were not in the
Bible ~norneed to be.

Although the scriptures did not use the exact wording suggested by Mr.
Sungenis, yet, the sum of biblical teaching is that the scriptures are the sole
authority. Brother Polk cemented his argument by pointing out the words “Roman
Catholic Church” are not found in the scriptures either.

Mr. Sungenis surprised everyone by announcing he had been a member of the
church of Christ, at one time and he would gladly become a member again if his
opponent would produce the verse that says the scriptures alone are our sole
authority.

Brother Polk replied that the offer could not be accepted inasmuch as anyone
becoming a member of the Lord’s church must do so on the basis of heartfelt
conviction notbecause he lost a wager.

As the discussion continued, Mr. Sungenis used Acts 15 as an example to show
how the early church used oral tradition to supplement scriptural authority. Brother
Polk easily pointed out that the brethren at Jerusalem in Acts 15 did not come
together to vote and chose what was truth, but , to the contrary, the purpose of the
Jerusalem meeting was to learn what God had already decreed to be truth.

Brother Polk is to be commended for his excellent spirit throughout the debate
as he presented the truth in love. Mr. Sungenis is also to be complemented for his
willingness to defend his convictions. Mr. Sungenis’ unsuccessful effort to uphold
his proposition is in no way a reflection on his ability. The simple problem was that
of alack of scriptural support for his views.

The debate was videoed by Freed-Hardeman University and DVD's are
available by calling 731-989-6751 or www.fhu.edu/recording.
~Bill Dillon

Hickory Ridge Church of Christ
Hickory Ridge, Arkansas 72347
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Fo Our Readers

All connected with Gospel Gleaner are thankful for
the splendid readership of our publication. We have had
numerous adjustments to make in the printing of the
Gleaner that have resulted in a sporadic publishing
schedule. We are stabilizing our efforts and trying to mail
out on a more regular basis. In our constant quest to have
the best publication for the greatest number of readers, we
are switching printers and going to an easier to read
quality paper. We express gratitude to our readers for their
loyalty and humbly ask their indulgence as we improve
the publishing of the Gospel Gleaner:

An indebtedness is owed to many brethren for their
true-hearted devotion in support of the Gleaner. Every
week brings an increase in the number of readers and
financial support as well. It is an encouragement to know
that so many are responsive to the paper’s needs.

~FEditor

New Gospel Gleaner Web Site
www.gospelgleaner.net

One preacher, noted for his harsh and brash sermons,
boasted that he “shot from the hip” and, he added, he
always “shot straight from the shoulder”. A friend of his

replied, “Yes, but | wish your message originated from a
little higher on your body than your shoulder!”

At another place a church member said to the
preacher, “You sure got on my toes this morning”. The
preacher replied, “Then, | must apologize for having a bad
aim. | wasaimingat your heart, not your toes.”

There is no substitute for heart-to-heart preaching.
Why not attend the worship services of the Hickory Ridge
Church of Christ on Sundays and Wednesdays where we
try to preach only the truth; but preach itin love. The need
for preaching the truth in love is greater now than every
before. Visit with usreal soon.

~Bill Dillon

In 1946 there appeared in the New York Times a letter
from a young veteran in Halloran Hospital Staten Island.
The letter was due to the anguish and bewilderment over
conditions in the world. The writer, a paralytic by the
name of John Crown, gave his prescription for peace
among men; his words have added meaning as John
Crown died just a few months before the book went to
press.

Crown wrote, “...1, who have been engaged in the
great struggle to save the world from tyranny ... can now
find no peace in the world or in the country...”

...All the world’s troubles originate in the common
man. The selfish greedy ways of nations are just the ways
of each individual multiplied a hundredfold. When the
morals of the common man drop, so do the morals of the
nation and the world...if man wishes peace again, he must
return to the great commandment, “love thy neighbor as
thyself; for the love of God. ”

However insignificant or unimportant we may con-
sider ourselves to be, we still have an individual
responsibility before God to work for the good of all.
How well we fulfill that responsibility will be the test of
our love for God and our fellow men.

“Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’

This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’

On these two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets.”

Matthew 22:37-40

~Bill Dillon
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; “Understand thou what thou readest”
Acts 8:30

Question: What does the Bible say about “depression?”
It seemsto be affecting everyone, even in church.

Answer: Though “depression” is clinically diagnosed as
a “disease,” its roots are deeper than doctors think. Itcan
be as much of a spiritual problem than medical.

Solomon said in Proverbs 12:25:

“Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a
good word makes it glad.” This shows that “depression”
is caused by “anxiety,” a.k.a. “continual worry”,” and that
itcan be remedied by a “good word.”

What Causes “Anxiety?”

“Anxiety” is the constant state of mind in one who
doesn’ttrust God, for Jesus said,

“Ifthen God so clothes the grass, which today is in the
field and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much
more will he clothe you, O you of little faith? And do not
seek what you should eat or what you should drink, nor
have an anxious mind. For all these things the nations of
the world seek after, and your Father knows that you need
these things. But seek the kingdom of God, and all these
things shall be added to you™ (Luke 12:28-31).

Jesus’ reassurances are for those who: [1] believe in
God and His rewards (Hebrews 11:6; [2] obey His gospel
((Mark 16:15-16); [3] cast all their cares upon Him (I Peter
5:6-7); and [4] refuse to be overwhelmed by the “cares of
this life” (Luke 21:34), which choke out obedience to
God’s Word (Luke 8:14). Children of God should be
“anxious for nothing, “but rather take all requests to God,
and have their hearts and minds guarded with God’s peace
(Philippians 4:6). Anxiety is focusing on the problems
rather than the solutions. God is the solution, for He is
“God Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:18), i.e. He who hasall
blessings. James (3:17) said, “Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow of turning.”

What Hinders the “Good Word? "

Listening to, and heeding, the good words from God
will prevent the doubt and distrust which cause
depression. Listening, to, and focusing on,
misrepresentations of life, or only the bad things which
happen in life, are major causes of depression. In
computer terms, “garbage in, garbage out.” Many “false
witnesses” are at work today to give a one-sided view of
life. Those who view only the garbage dump fail to see the
city. When our sources of information are the headlines,
TV news and programs, “Harlotwood” productions, or
gossip-filled “friends,” it is little wonder we are
depressed. If everyone who sees us comments on how
sick we look, we’ll go home sick before the day is through!
Hurricane Katrina blew the roof off of TV reporters, for
they gave as facts unverified rumors, none of which were
true: 10,000 dead; many murders, rapes, and riots in the
Superdome; sharks in the flood waters in the streets, ad
nauseam. When people are continually fed false or
distorted information full of class envy, hatefulness, fears,
and distrust, they will retreat from that perverted picture of
their world, and ignore all the good in it.

God is hard against “false witness” for: [1] God hates
it (Proverbs 6:16-19); [2] they “utter lies” (Proverbs 14:5);
and [3] none shall escape without repentance (Proverbs
19:5; Acts 17:30-31). They were false witnesses who
gave the Jews their “self-justification” to crucify Jesus
Christ (Mark 14:55-59)! People who act upon false
witness reports will also be punished, for Jesus said, “if the
blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch” (Matthew
15:14). God’s Law through Moses stipulated that
whatever punishment was meted out unjustly because of
the testimony of false witnesses was to be done to the false

witnesses themselves, without mercy (Deuteronomy
19:15-21)!

Depression is what one finds who tries to run away
from God. Since “Elijah was a man with a nature like
ours” (James 5:17), please read | Kings 19 and note the
following steps Elijah took into the cave of depression,
and know we are like him:




Elijah’s Prayer Out of Fear

Verses 1-4. After the stunning and complete victory
of God over Baal on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18), Elijah’s
life was threatened by wicked Queen Jezebel, and he “ran
for his life” (verse 3). He even prayed for God to take his
life!  His prayer request was ignored by God, but
answered, nonetheless in verses 5-8. Later, Jesus taught
we should not fear physical death, but rather spiritual
death (Matthew 10:28).

God's Startling Answer

Verses 5-8. Contrary to Elijah’s prayer, God provided
him nourishment to go further than he had thought he
should. Elijah went to “Horeb, the mountain of God”
where Moses’ law had been given to Israel (Malachi 4:4),
probably to remind him that no matter how corrupt God’s
people became, God’s Law still prevailed. Ashumans, we
look at our wrecked lives and draw conclusions that
should not be drawn. Some either wish for, or plan, their
own deaths following disasters; after becoming innocent
victims of others’ actions; the deaths of spouses, children,
relatives; maybe even losing all they have worked forand
have. But God may not be through with them.

Elijah’s Cave of Depression

Verses 9-10. Elijah entered his cave because he
believed he was the only “sound” believer left.
Depression may have deep roots in arrogance, not
humility! Ifasoul thinks that he, or she, must take over for
God’s failure, and realizes the magnitude and
hopelessness of that situation, that “cave man” solution
may appear to be the only one. If Elijah had been “the only
one left,” why would he end God’s plan by wishing to die?
Did Elijah think that God would let His promise of a
Savior end just because there were no other “sound”
brethren? God told Elijah to “Go out” of the cave and
remember God’s power over life (Verses 11-14). God
then told Elijah to “Go” back and prepare the next
generation (represented to Elisha’s works) to do His work
(Verses 15-17). Some who think they are the only
*sound” brethren today are hearing echoes in their caves.
They are ignorant of the “seven thousand” reserves God
yet has among His people (I Kings 19:18).

“A man who bears false witness against his neighbor
is like a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow”. (Proverbs
25:14).

Bridges wrote: “Would you shrink with horror at the
thought of beating our your neighbor’s brains with a
hammer, or of piercing his bowels with a sword, or a sharp
arrow? Why then do you indulge in the like barbarity;
destroying as far as you can that reputation which is dear
to men as their life, and wounding all their best interests,
but mangling their character.

“Truly affecting is it to think of the muititude of these
mauls, swords, and sharp arrows even in the Church of
God. It is not ‘setting the battle in array against the
Philistines, army against army’ (I Samuel 1:21), but
brother against brother. The Shibboleth of a party, not the
standard of the cross, is the watchword for the destructive
conflict. ‘How long, Lord, How long!’ (pages 211-212,
An Exposition of the Book of Proverbs, Volume 1, Seeley,
Burnside and Seeley, Fleet Street, London, 1846).

Take 3 of These Before Going to Bed

The message for depressed people today is that: (1)
you chose to be in your cave by misinterpreting your
world and misunderstanding God and His Word; (2) you
can chose to leave that cave and get on with your life
serving God; and (3) God commands it to be so! Look up
to God, look back upon your life, and see what you can do
to benefit others. Don’t believe for a minute that God is
not willing to help you, but you must look for His help. He
always provides “the way of escape” and we must use it (I
Corinthians 10:13). God has said in Jeremiah 29:11-12:

“For | know the thoughts that I think toward you, says
the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give youa
future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and
pray to Me, and I will listento you.”

Deciding to leave the Devil’s caves of despair and go
out to serve God make for a new life altogether. Try it!

~John T. Polk, Il
125 The Trace
Dover, Tennessee 37058
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Last December, the world was “glued” to their
televisions watching the devastating effects of the Asian
Tsunami. It is difficult to imagine 160,000 perishing so
quickly. We are reminded of Proverbs 27:1, “Boast not
thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what a day may
bring forth.” Rewind in your mind’s eye the events that
took place before the Tsunami struck. People were
swimming in the ocean, walking on the beach, strolling
leisurely down the streets, eating breakfast, going to work
and sleeping. Many perhaps were studying the Bible,
praying, doing good work; some may have been
committing various sins and without warning death came
to thousands upon thousands!

Friends, death is no respecter of persons! (Hebrews
9:27) As one reflects over the Asian Tsunami he is
reminded of | Samuel 20:3, ...there is but a step between
me and death!” On that one day death came to babies,
teenagers, older people, those who were educated as well
as the illiterate, the wealthy and the poor, the famous and
the unknown all met death. Many lives were spared while
losing every material possession and tens of thousands
were injured.

Itis difficult not to be fixated by the millions that have
been affected by the Asian Tsunami, but when life’s
tsunamis occur they are just as devastating to the
individual. One moment the sea of life is calm, and out of
no where a “tidal wave” overwhelms us. The sudden
death of a loved one, financial ruin, divorce, drugs,
alcohol, cancer, heart surgery, suicide, betrayal, no money
to purchase food much less pay bills, robbery, a school or
work place shooting, the events of 9/11, tornados,
hurricanes all of these are as a tsunami to the individual
and their family! The same can be said of a congregation.
One week everything is smooth, no major problems exist
in the congregation. Love flows from heart-to-heart,

attendance, contribution, programs and involvement of
the members is at an all time high. Then out of no where
the devil finds a receptive heart that produces a great sea
wave that travels as rapidly as a 500 mile an hour tsunami
throughout the congregation!

Isthere anything that individuals and congregations of
the Lord’s church can do to prevent or prepare for life’s
tsunamis? First, one needs to realize it is not a matter if,
but when many of these things will occur! As for
prevention, God knew what man would face, and so He
has given us the inspired scriptures to prepare and
strengthen us through life’s tsunamis (2 Timothy 3:16-17;
2 Peter 1:3-4)! A few passages that have continued to
strengthen God’s people under the most trying of
circumstancesare:

“Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not
upon thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he will direct thy paths. Be not
wise in thine own eyes; fear Jehovah, and depart from
evil.” (Proverbs 3:5-7).

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea.” (Psalms 46: 1-2).

“And fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing? And one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows.” (Matthew 10:28-31).

“And we know that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28).

“For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” (Hebrew 13:5b).

“Casting all your care upon him; for he cares for
you.” (1Peter5:7).

“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if
we ask anything according to his will, he hearth us: And if
we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that

we have the petitions that we desired of him.” (1 John
5:14-15).




So, when “life s tsunamis”’ come upon you sing:

Jesus, Savior, pilot me Over life’s tempestuous sea:
Unknown waves before roll, Hiding rocks and treach'rous shoal;
Chart and compass came from Thee, Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

As a mother stills her child, Thou canst hush the ocean wild;
Boist’rous waves obey Thy will When Thou say’st to them, “Be still!”
Wondrous Sov-"reign of the sea, Jesus, Savior, pilot me.

When at last | hear the shore, And the fearful breakers roar
‘Twixt me and the peaceful rest, Then wile leaning on Thy breast,
May | hear Thee say to me, “Fear not, I will pilot Thee.”

Proverbs 27:1 should daily remind one of the brevity of life and how unimportant material possessions are. The
passage should also remind one of the value of family, friends, and the urgency of being prepared to meet God! Are you

prepared for life’s tsunamis?

Where the Crodit Betongs

It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points
out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of
deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the
man who is actually in the arena. Whose face is marred by
dust, sweat, and blood. Who strives valiantly. Who errs,
and comes short again and again, because there is no effort
without error or shortcoming; who knows the great
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himselfina
worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the
triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he
fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place
shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know
neither victory nor defeat.

~Theodore Roosevelt

~ Ivie Powell
1915 Hoglen Drive
West Plains, MO 65775

Many things have been said about the dispute between
creationism and evolution. | have a simple question. The
ground that you are standing on, where did it come from?
It has been said, the Big Bang created the universe. Well,
where did the Big Bang come from? The theory of
evolution is just that ~ a theory. It cannot be proven or
duplicated in a laboratory. It has been said, “life came
from lifelessness.” Well, prove it. “Biogenesis™ is a term
in biology which says that living things descend only from
living things. The French scientist, Louis Pasteur, by
actual experimentation, disproved the theory of evolution.
The theory that life comes from lifelessness has no
foundation in fact. However, the concept of “*biogenesis™
isa fact. Life cannot come from lifelessness. The Bible
account of creation is in harmony with the facts of science.
Evolution is not. For those who reject the existence of
God, just ask them to look at the ground they are standing
on. Where did it come from? Genesis 1:1, “In the
beginning God created the heaven and the earth. ™

~Mark Dillon
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“lingering on the brink of woe™ and as Lot and his family
lingered that the angels had to “snatch™ them by the hand

“and get them out of the city (Genesis 19:16), so we must
snatch brethren who sin out of the fire.

This is indeed a most serious responsibility with very
grave consequences if we fail to discharge it. Our failure
will result in the sinner losing his soul and may result in
our losing our own souls. [t will likewise result in the
church being polluted and corrupted and its influence
greatly damaged.

Paul commanded the Corinthians to “Purge our
therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump” (1
Corinthians 5:7). Then he said to them, “For I am jealous
over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to
one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to
Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ” (2
Corinthians 11:2-3). Of Christ and the church, Paul said,
“That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish”’ (Ephesians 5:27).

God knew that it would be impossible for His children
to live perfect lives in a world where they are surrounded
daily with sin and temptations of every sort. The newborn
Christian is spotless, cleansed of every sin by the precious
blood of Jesus Christ. Yet, temptations are so many, and
the weaknesses of the flesh so universal, that those who
live will make mistakes. This means that God’s plan for
saving man must, of necessity, include not only a way of
securing the forgiveness of those sins one has committed
before becoming a Christian, but also a means of securing
forgiveness of those sins that will be committed after one
becomes a Christian. God did not prove this “second law
of pardon™ to encourage usto sin, Paul asked. “What shall
we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin,
live any longer therein?” (Romans 6:1-2). Our loving
Heavenly Father knew that we would sin and therefore by
His loving grace provided a means of cleansing or
purification.

Continuous Faith Necessary

When one becomes a Christian he or she is a babe in
Christ and must continue to grow in faith and in the
knowledge of the Lord (I Peter 2:1-2). Christians must
“continue in the faith grounded and settled” (Colossians
1:23).  Christians should take the shield of faith
wherewith they are able to “Quench the fiery durts of the
wicked” (Ephesians 6:16). Christians are urged: “lef us
hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering "
(Hebrews 10:23). All this is commanded because
“without faith it is impossible to please™ God. So if the
Christian should lose faith, it would not be possible for
him to receive the forgiveness of sins committed after he
became a Christian. However, just as faith alone is not
sufficient for the alien sinner to receive the forgiveness of
sins, it is not sufficient for the erring child of God to
receive the forgiveness of his sins.

Repentance is Necessary

God requires men to repent as often as they commit
sin. Remission of sins never comes without repentance.
Simon the Sorcerer was commanded to “Repent therefore
of this they wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the
thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee” (Acts 8:22).
It is not hard to see that repentance was a definite
condition of his forgiveness. Jesus declared in reproving
the church at Ephesus, “Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else |
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent”
(Revelation 2:5). God’s mercy delays or destruction that
we may have time to repent (2 Peter 3:9). The sinner, and
that means every sinner, must be moved by faith to repent
before forgiveness is possible.

Confession Necessary

The alien sinner in becoming a Christian must confess
faith in Jesus Christ. The erring child of God is required to
confess the sin or sins he has committed in order to receive
forgiveness (I John 1:9).  Forgiveness of sins is
conditional upon a confession of sins. So often we say. "It
I have done anything wrong I wantto be forgiven,” instead
of, “I have sinned, Father, forgive me.”

July ~ December 2005
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Numerous times congregations have sung the words,
“Iwant to be a worker for the Lord.” As individuals utter
the words “Iwill work, Iwill pray, Iwill labor everyday in
the vineyard of the Lord” one cannot help, but wonder
how many are singing these words in vain. Ifone sings the
words that say they want to be a worker for the Lord, but
they don’t strive to labor in the Lord’s vineyard would they
not then be hypocritical? Certainly there is a need fo
laborers inthe vineyard for Christ says, “The harvest truly
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray ye therefore
the Lord of the Harvest, that he will send forth labourers
into his harvest” (Matthew 9:37, 38).

The Lord certainly expects each individual to be a
worker. His children are described as servants (Acts 4:29;
16:17; Romans 6:18-22; Ephesians 6:6), laborers
(Matthew 9:38; | Corinthians 3:9), and workers (2
Corinthians 6:1), all of which denote the fact that we are to
be workers for the Lord. However, if one was to poll
congregations of the Lord’s church he would find out that
the majority of the work done by each congregation was
done by ahandful of individuals.

This certainly is not what the Lord intended. The Lord
expects each individual Christian to use his or her talents
in service to the Lord (Matthew 25). In fact, it says the one
who neglects to make use of his talent(s) is viewed as a
“wicked and lazy servant...and will be cast into the outer
darkness ™ (Matthew 25:26, 30 NKJV).

While many answers could be given as to, why the
lack of involvement from so many members, one possible
explanation is that there are many who do not know what
they can do. Many give the excuse, “no one told me what
to do or asked me to.” Each Christian should continually
strive to find ways in which they can continually be
“workers for the Lord.” Here are some suggestions for
howyou can be a laborer everyday.

The men can lead in worship. There is a need for song
leaders, those to lead prayer, make announcements, and
those to serve communion. All of these play important
roles in the public assembly. Each one of these roles is

vital in order for us to fulfill the command that “all things
be done decently and in order” (1 Corinthians 14:40).
Many may argue that they are not able to lead in these
capacities. However, no one has ever learned how to lead
inthese ways without first trying.

One can send cards or make phone calls to others. To
whom, shall one send a card or make a phone call? The list
could go on and on, but here are a few suggestions: the
sick, shut-in, widows, orphans, a brother or sister in Christ
going through hard times, one that has moved into the
area, or one that has visited worship services. It is
amazing how such a small gesture can go such a long
ways.

One can help provide the widows (Acts 6; James
1:27). This offers endless opportunities to do good (James
4:17). While the list could go on and on here are some
suggestions, visit them, cook for them, do housework, do
yard work, wash their car, drive them to do errands and so
forth.

One can help teach the Gospel. Once again there are
so many different ways this can be done. Here is a list of
suggestions: teach a Bible class, prepare a sermon so you
can fill in while the preacher is away, conduct personal
bible classes with friends and family, pass out tracks.
knock doors, hand out meeting announcements, grade
correspondence courses, and so forth.

One can help with the “honey-do’s.” Just as all of us
have our “honey-do jars” for this and that which needs to
be done around the house there are those “honey-do’s™
which need to be completed around the building for the
local congregation. Many times these are overlooked and
people just assume someone will get them done.
However, much more can be accomplished if everyone
pitched in to keep any one or two from doing the majority

of the “honey-do’s” and getting “burned out™.

Some examples of “honey-do’s” that need to be done
around the local congregation are: fixing communion,
organizing classroom supplies, help with the recording

July ~ December 2005

11




and copying of audio or video tapes, locking and
unlocking the building, changing light bulbs, cleaning the
church van (when applicable), changing the church sign
message (when applicable), preparing bulletin,
straightening the pew Bibles and song books, painting,
yard work, flower bed work, cleaning the parking lot,
maintenance work, keep visitor cards filled and pencils
trimmed, changing bulletin boards, help organize pantry
or benevolence room. clean baptistery and keep baptismal
garments prepared. The list could go onand on.

The point to be made is that each individual Christian

should be laboring each and every day in service to the
Lord. There are many different ways in which we can
accomplish this, but must diligently search out ways that
he can help the work of the local congregation. Let each
one have the attitude of Isaiah when he said, *'Here am I,
send me” (1saiah 6:8). Thenthe nexthe sings “I wantto be
a worker for the Lord” he can sing with all sincerity and
understanding.

~ Guyton E. Montgomery
4217 Hwy 39 North
Meridian, MS 39301

Whose o fob S S to Provent Divorce?

“An ounce of prevention is better than a pound of
cure.” Preventing a tragedy is better than picking up the
pieces after one. Preventing a divorce is possible, and it is
reasonable. Whose responsibility is it to prevent divorce?
You guessed it ~ The responsibility of preventing divorce
is delegated to each married person ~ they signed on the
day they got married. The following is a list of
responsibilities to be recognized and honored by each
marriage partner, in the maintenance of their marriage.

1. If you do not want a divorce, put your mate first.
Priority is to be given to your mate. Be a blessing to your
children ~ love your mate! The greatest gift you can give
your son or daughter is the security they will experience in
a home where mom and dad love each other, and dwell
together in love and peace.

2.1fyou do not wanta divorce, learn to express love
and devotion to your mate. You have the right to shower
your mate with love. You have the right to be devoted to
your mate, in the fulfillment of his or her needs.
Thoughtfulness and tenderness, mutual care and respect,
are as appropriate after several years of marriage as they
were during the first year of marriage. Learn from your
mate what love and devotion is to them.

3. If you do not want a divorce, learn to value and
esteem your mate. Anyone can wreck a house, but it
takes skill to build a home. It takes integrity and honor to
build up one’s mate. Communication acceptance and
respect is communicate rejection ~ the rejection syndrome

must be broken and abandoned. The art of the put-down is
not something anyone should cultivate.

4. If you do not want a divorce, learn the joy of to-
getherness. Working together is your privilege. Playing
together can be your delight. Being together can be ajoy ~
if you will cultivate the spirit of adventure and sharing life.
Mutual respect, care, interest, and devotion can be
cultivate the spirit of adventure and sharing life. Mutual
respect, care, interest, and devotion can be cultivated.
Both you and your mate have the need for these and on a
daily basis. Make known your need for and delight in
being together.

S. If you do not want a divorce, learn to focus upon
common goals. If a couple has a worthy goal and are
working together to reach it ~ they will be together in
thought and action. Daily responsibilities and schedules
take you into different realms ~ therefore look for
common ground in common goals.

6. If you do not want a divorce, learn to listen to
your mate. Listening, paying attention, endeavoring to
understand your mate is your privilege. Engaging in
respectful conversation requires both talking and
listening. No one likes to be ignored. No one likes to be
“steam-rolled” in a conversation. Your mate will not be
compelled to engage in verbal assault if you learn to listen.
Put out a sign that says, “small talk is appreciated.™ Ifyou
have the small talks the more significant conversation will
come easier. Tell your mate, “I love the sound of your
voice” ~then prove it by listening.




7. 1f you do not want a divorce, learn to commu-
nicate with your mate from the heart. Speak from the
heart, revealing the things that are on your heart. No one
can read your mind, and your mate wants to know what is
on your heart. Do not brood, do not stonewall. The silent
treatment comes across as a punishment technique. It is
not masculine, nor is it feminine. To speak from the heart
and reveal your inner thoughts to your mate is vital in
building intimacy.

8. If you do not want a divorce, reject the
temptation to run away from problems. You have made
a covenant to “keep yourself” ~ to be faithful to one
another until death. Reject the interference of in-laws,
relatives, and friends. “Cleave” to one another. You
cannot do that if you run away. Determine to be “solution
oriented.”

9. If you do not want a divorce, learn to apologize.
Unless you are the rarest of persons who will make
mistakes. Rule of thumb: When wrong admit it. When
you have offended apologize! Remember: Nextto “l love
you,” the sweetest words are “I was wrong ~ I am sorry ~
please forgive me.” Sincere apology is not a sign of
weakness. Itisasign of maturity, love,and integrity.

Forgiveness covers a multitude of sins.

10. If you do not want a divorce, daily accept your
marriage as a gift from God, and as a post of duty to
which He has called you. God gave you your marriage.
Honoring Him in your marriage includes honoring your
mate. Your first priority - share your life with God. Your
second priority - share your life with your mate. Your
third priority - share your life with your children. Your
fourth priority - make a living. Your fifth priority - share
your life with those about you.

From the Christian perspective, a husband and wife
are to live together, before God, according to knowledge.
in devotion to God and in devotion to one another. They
are to remember and cherish the fact that their marriage is
God’s arrangement. They have entered into covenant
before Him. They are privileged to know the joys of
marriage and are expected to fulfill the vows of marriage,
in obedience and honor of God.

Marriages are made in heaven! The maintenance

work takes place on earth!

~ Ronald D. Bryant
54 Hospital Drive
Metropolis, IL 62960

The Support of SGospel Preachers

Christian Courier: Archives

Some preachers are pampered and unquestionably not
worth what they make. On the other hand, there are others
who simply are not treated fairly ~ consistent with the
principle of the Golden Rule.

The Jewish rabbis had a saying “Whoever does not
teach his son a trade is as if he brought him up to be a
robber.”

Though Paul was educated as a scholar of Hebrew law
under the celebrated Gamaliel (Acts 22:3), nevertheless,
as a lad he had learned the trade of tentmaker.
Accordingly, when Paul, on his second missionary
Journey, came to Corinth, the first thing he did was seek
work to sustain his needs. he was able to connect with

Aquila and Priscilla, who, having recently arrived from
Rome, were of the same trade.

While Paul may have made tents during the week, or
perhaps at night (ef. 1 Thes. 2:9), on the Sabbath day he
went to the Jewish synagogue, there reasoning and
attempting to persuade both Jews and Greeks (Gentiles
who were attracted to the Hebrew religion) of the validity
of Christianity.

In verse 5 of Acts 18, Luke records these interesting
words:

“But when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul was constrained by the word, testifying
to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ " (ASV).

The KJV suggests that Paul was ““pressed in the Spirit™
but the better manuscript evidence has the term : “word.”
rather than “Spirit.” The question then is this: What is the
meaning of the expression, “constrained by the word™?
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The grammatical form of the verb “constrained” is an
imperfect tense, middle voice. Thus, literally translated,
the phrase suggests that Paul “started holding himself to
the word” (cf. A.T. Robertson, Greek Grammar, p. 808).
Some have suggested the meaning: “[Paul] was wholly
absorbed in preaching” (Arndt & Gingrick, Greek
Lexicon, p 797). The common view is that the sense is:
The apostle “restricted himself” to preaching, as opposed
to continuing his involvement in the tent business. But
how was he able to do this since other passages make it
clear that he was not financially supported by the church at
Corinth? In fact, he refused such (2 Corinthians 12:13).

The best answer is this: When Silas and Timothy
joined Paul, they brought support from other congre-
gations, so that the apostle would later say to the
Corinthians:

“I robbed other churches, taking wages of them that I
might minister unto you; and when I was present with you
and was in want, 1 was not a burden on any man; for the
brethren, when they came from Macedonia, supplied the
measure of mywant...” (2 Corinthians 11:8-9).

“Robbed” is hyperbole (an idiomatic exaggeration for
emphasis), suggesting that whereas the Corinthians
should have been sustaining the missionary, others had to
take up the slack. The apostle refused Corinthian support
as a matter of expediency because of an anti-Paul element
in that church.

And so, though the apostle supported himself for a
while in Corinth, the time came when he had sufficient
funds, and so could forego physical labor, and devote
himself completely to preaching the gospel.

The Necessary Versus the Ideal

Over the centuries, there have been countless godly
men who tirelessly have labored with their hands in order
to support themselves so that they could proclaim the
Word. Frequently, such has been absolutely necessary.
Where would the church be today without such dedicated
men? We all owe them a vast debt of gratitude. Having
said that, it must be conceded that this is not the divine
ideal. the ideal is that God’s people should support
financially those who utilize their time and energies in
preaching the Holy Scriptures. Consider the following:

Jesus Sends Out the Seventy

When Jesus sent out the seventy disciples to proclaim
the gospel, he admonished them to take no provisions;
rather, they were to enjoy the hospitality of their students,
the reason being, “the laborer is worthy of his hire” (Luke
10:7).

PaulInstructs the Corinthians

In 1 Corinthians, chapter 9, Paul argues at length that
gospel preachers should be supported by those whom they
teach.

1. Preachers have the “right” (exousia - “authority”)
to be sustained in their work (verse 4);

. The minister’s family has the “right” of support
(verse5);

. The preacher has a “right” to forebear secular work
(verse 6);

. The minister should not be required to labor at his
“Own charges” (verse 7);

. The Old Testament foreshadowed God’s “care” for
his preachers (verses 8b, 10, 13);

. Those who “sow” in the spiritual realm should be
able to “reap” physical benefits (verses 1 1-12);

. The support of faithful gospel preachers is
“ordained” ofthe Lord himself (verse 14).
“Communicate” with the Teacher All Good Things

Paul states that those who are “taught in the word™ are
required to “communicate” (koinonia-share) with their
teacher all good thing, i.e., they return material support for
the spiritual support received (Galatins 6:6)

Producing “Fruit in Their Account the Philippian
church was told that their support of Paul was not merely
for his benefit; rather, his labor produced *“fruit” that was
deposited in their account (Philippians 4:17). The
implication is clear - those who refuse to help sustain godly
preachers are depriving themselves of spiritual resources.

Abuses

[t certainly is not wrong, on occasion, to refuse “pay”
for preaching. Virtually every minister has done it from
time to time. And any preacher who will preach only
when he is paid is a hireling unworthy of the name. The
truth is, thought, churches can become spoiled and
abusive.
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Because he was wealthy, the great restoration leader,
Alexander Campbell, would never take financial
assistance for his preaching. ~While his intentions
doubtless were noble, he did a disservice to poorer
brethren who were not supported properly by churches
that were swayed by the influence of Campbell’s example.

I have never understood the mentality of certain
brethren who think that preachers ought to be treated like
the proverbial redheaded step child. God’s ministers have
as much right to wages commensurate with their abilities
as anyone else. Do they have a right to insurance
programs, and retirement? Why not? If the members are
treated well by their employers, should we treat the Lord’s
messengers less responsibly?

Some preachers are pampered and unquestionably not
worth what they make. One the other hand, there are
others who simply are not treated fairly - consistent with

the principle of the Golden Rule.

It is my judgement that when a congregation loves its
preacher, and treats him with dignity and honor. he will
repay them tenfold in dedication. On the other hand. a
preacher should work so steadfastly that no one can call
his dedication into question. His efforts should be such
that the brethren could not afford to pay him by the hour!

| have labored with some of the finest on God’s earth
for almost thirty-eight years. 1 never have to wonder
about their love. And so, honor your minister. Support
him generously. Don’t gripe when the elders give him a
raise. And don’t vow to keep him at the lowest level of
congregational prosperity!

~Wayne Jackson
P.O. Box 55262
Stockton, CA 95205

Cnciont o Jfamnia

A few miles south of Joppa, not far from the
Mediterranean seacoast, are the ruins of biblical Jabneel
("God builds™). This site is identified in Joshua 15:11 asa
a border town belonging to the tribe of Judah. There was
another village by the same name belonging to Naphtali a
few miles southwest of the Sea of Galilee (Joshua 19:33).

Although Jabneel did not play an important role in the
Old Testament narrative, its location suggests it was more
than just another little village on the Via Maris. That
major highway connected Egypt to the Hittites and the
Mesopotamian empires of Assyria and Babylon. Second,
Jabneel was in the heart of Philistine country. We learn
from 2 Chronicles 26:6, where the town in called Jabneh,
that Uzziah of Judah breached the fortified city wall in the
8th century B.C. and conquered the city along with Gath
and Ashdod. A walled city onan important highway must
have boasted a sizeable population and importance not to
be calculated by the scant mention it receives in the Old
Testament.

Itis in later Jewish history that Jabneh becomes more
prominent. In 332 B.C. Alexander the Great conquered
Israel on his drive into Egypt. Jabneel is afterward known
by its Greek name, Jamnia. In the centuries before the

birth of Jesus it was a military post for the Selucid armies
of Syria and was finally conquered by the Macabees when
Israel won a brief independence from foreign domination.

With the coming of Pompey and the Romans, Jamnia
became even more important. Herod the Great built a
great harbor at Caesarea Maritima and Joppa went into
decline.  Jamnia, still on a great trade route and
surrounded by fertile fields, grew in population and
became an important center for religious studies and
Jewish culture. When the Jewish rebellion broke out and
Jerusalem was destroyed in A.D. 70 the town of Jamnia
survived and took a leading role in the political, cultural
and religious affairs of the Jewish people.

In those decades between the first Jewish rebellion
and the later uprising under Simon bar Kokhba (132-135
A.D.) Jamnia served as the de facto capital of orthodox
Israel. Remember, there was no longer a Jewish state or
nation. There was no longer a Temple. There was no
more Jerusalem! Traditional Jewish authority had been
all but destroyed - Pharisees, Sadducees. the high
priesthood. An emerging Christianity was thriving and
spreading while Judaism was dealt a blow many did not
feelitcouldsurvive.
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Fripht One Mare Round

When James J. Corbett was asked what was the most
important thing a man must do to become a boxing champ-
1on, he replied: “Fight one more round.”

Our Lord has promised great rewards to those who, in
the battle of life, show a never-say-die spint. If youhope
to accomplish worthwhile thing for God and others, ime
and time again you will have to “fight one more round.”

Thomas Foxwell Buxton saird, “With ordinary talent
and extraordinary perseverance, all things are attainable.”

The Scriptures say, *...he who endures to the end will be
saved” (Matthew 10:22).

~Bill Dillon

Fip Sentonces
Life 1s easier to take than you’d think; all that is

necessary 1s to accept the impossible, do without the
indispensable, and bear the intolerable.

~Kathleen Norris

Live each day as if it were your last ~ someday you’ll
be nght. The measure of life is not its duration, but its
donation.

~Peter Marshall

I like living, I have sometimes been wildly, despair-
ingly, acutely miserable, racked with sorrow, but through
it all I still know quite certainly that just to be alive is a
grand thing,

~Agatha Christie

Life is mostly froth and bubble,
Two things stand like stone,
Kindnessisanother’s trouble,
Courage inyour own.

~Adam Lindsay Gordon

Life 1s 10 percent what happens to me and 90 percent
howlreactto it.

~Lou Holty,

Sfrom you, that he will not hear”

The Certuinty of o, Judgement

Isaiah 59:2 says, “But your iniquities have separated
between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face
Perhaps the most
umversal need people have is to be supported not matter
what. Unconditional support is a potent drug. The Bible
says salvation is conditional. This bothers many people.
It stings the conscience. It afflicts the comforted. Some
will say, “God is love! God is love! God is love!” Thisis
true, and the most caring thing you can do for another
person 1s to call them to repentance and obedience (Luke
13:3; 1 Peter 3:21). Also, what kind of God do you
worship who will not punish evil? The devil says evil
must never be punished. If you do not believe in the
certainty of judgment, then who exactly do you bow the
knee t00? Matthew 25:41 says, “Then shall he say also
unto them on the left hand, ‘Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his
angels’.”

~Mark Dillon

What languages were used in the sign over the

cross?

What was Paul’s first sermon subject at
Damascus, following his conversion? See Acts
9:20.

Who was given an entire city as a wedding gift?

What man made an effort to purchase the power
of God with money?

What everyday substance was changed into a
plague of lice?

What famous rabbi was Paul’s teacher?

€278 10V ~ 131 0WDE)
Y L] 9ITR SHPOXST ~ ISR(] “C ' SIIY -« JAlBA0S Yl UOWIS F 916
sBury [ ~ 4a1y3nop s 1ov.wy g 0S1p 2fim § NoOIOS ¢ S POD) JO 1OS BY) §1
31 113 ISLIY D) pAYOBAId 3L 7 (0761 HYOL ~ NPDT PUL “YPAUD) MBRIYIL] "]

—\l



Tormon Nolohes

R -/ "Preach the word”
2 Timothy 4:2

Fhe Walle and Fhe Talk

1 John 2:6

Introduction

1.

How can we know that we really know that Jesus
is our Savior? Three things stand out in this
chapter: (1) We must obey God; (2) We must love
God and His people: and (3) We must live holy
lives.

Our text comes from that portion that is emphasiz-
ing the need to obey God.

We have in this passage of scripture: A bold
profession; a binding promise; and a beautiful
practice. For simplicity’s sake, we will just let the
three main phrases be the outline of our lesson for
today.

I “Hethat SAITH he abideth in Him.”
A. We must first of all be there to abide!

1. Howdo we getinto Christ? Galatians 3:26,27
2. The consequence of abiding in Him. John 15:1-
6

B. Our profession must be more than just words.

1. Talk only means a dead faith. James 2:17, 20,
24,26

2. Inconsistency means hypocrisy.
Luke 6:46

I John 2:4;

C. Talkingonly isuseless.

1. We become content with “Doctrinal” matters
only.
2. Ourknowledge is “objective” not “subjective.”

II. “OUGHT” himselfalsosotowalk.”
A. Thisisthe very purpose of God.

1. It is part of the plan of redemption. Romans
8:29

2. ltistheobjectof ourredemption. Ephesians 1:4

3. Itshould be imperative with us. 1 Peter2:9

B. Thisisthe very plan of Christ.

1. He founded the church to identify his own
people. Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 5:25

2. Weare joined to Him in this body. [ Corinthians
12:13,27

3. All members are to conform to the head.
Colossians 1:18

C. Thisisthe very program of the Holy Spirit.

1. Wehave ananointing. [John2:20

C.

D.

This is the very program of the Holy Spirit.

1. Wehaveananointing. 1John2:20

2. This is the proof of our sonship. Romans 8:9,
14

3. It will have the same effect upon us as upon
Him. Galatians 5:22,23

This is the very promise that we made.

1. We came to the cross for a new nature. 1l Peter
1:4; 11 Corinthians 5:17

2. We came to the cross without any reserva-
tions. Luke 14:27; Galatians 2:20

3. We come to the cross for a heavenly burden.
Matthew 11:29

I1I. “Even as HE WALKED.”

SOw>

omm

k-

J.

He walked in #oliness. John 8:46; Hebrew 7:26

He walked in obedience. Hebrew 5:8; John 6:38

He walked in activity. Acts20:35

He walked in self denial. 11 Corinthians 8:9;
Philippians 2:7

He walked in prayer. Matthew 14:23;26:41

He walked in humility. Matthew 11:29

He walked in contentment.  Matthew 8:20:
Philippians 4:11

He walked in tenderness. Luke 23:34;1 Peter2:23
He walked in the delight of God. Psalms 40:8;37:4;
1:2

He walked in love. John 15:9, 10, 13; Romans 8:35

Conclusion:

1.

“People who can never understand your metaphy-
sics can always understand your conduct, and if
they find you wrong at the point they can
understand, they will not care to go much further
into points which lie beyond their intelligence.”
~Joseph Parker
Do you know that you know? Are you obeying
God? Doyou walk as He walked?
What did Jesus say about being baptized? (see:
Matthew 3:15). What have you been saying about
it?
~M.W. Kiser
104 Calhoun Street
Sylacauga, AL35150
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» “Dear brethren, Would you start sending me the Gospel
Gleaner. “Yoursin Christ.”

~ Ron Boatwright

Conway, AR

* “I receive your excellent publication and would like to add
my sister to your mailing list. she has recently moved to
Charlotte, N.C. and appreciates all information I send her on
church publications. Thanks. ¢

~Bobby Ausbrooks

* “Dear Sis: I recently received a copy of your publication
Gospel Gleaner and the articles in the January ~ June 2005
issue were excellent. If possible | would like to be put on the
mailing list to receive this publication. Thank you.”
~ Stephen Meece
Sheridan, WY
* “Hi friend, I was wondering if I could receive the Gospel
Gleaner viaregularmail? Below is my mailing address...”
~ Linda Cornett
Slemp, KY
“Thanks so much!”

* “A Christian friend game me a copy of Gospel Gleaner. |
have enjoyed reading it very much. Would you please add
my nameto your mailing list. Thank you.”
~ Marion K. Palmer
Webster, NC
* “I would like to be put on your mailing list. 1 enjoyed
reading a copy some one gave me. Thanks.”

~Lucille Nicholson
Webster, NC

* “Could you add us to your mailing list for the Gospel
Gleaner? My brother has given me copies from time to time,
but I would like toreceive our own.”

E-mail address: sforbus1999 @yahoo.com

~ 8. and J.C. Forbus
Memphis, TN

* “l would like to receive the Gospel Gleaner,1’m a member
of Doniphan Church of Christ in Mo. Thanking you in
advance.”

~Eileen Hoefer
Doniphan, MO
* “I read your publication, that a friend gave me. 1 would

appreciate being on your mailing list. Enclosed is a small
donation.”

~ Kenneth Anderson
Gainesboro, TN

“Thanks for another copy of “The Gospel Gleaner.” | look
forward to getting it. May God open the heart of those | pass
it on to. Bless all of you who have a part in publishing it.
Take care and hang in there.”

In Christian Love,

Berty Johnson
“l have enjoyed the Gospel Gleaner for a long time.

~ T.J. Derryberry
Hazen,AR

* “I eagerly await the Gospel Gleaner each time. It isamong
the best publications. Keep upthe good work.”
~ Sam Pennyman
Athens, OH

“The Gospel Gleaner serves a much needed purpose in the
out of the brotherhood. 1 hope it continues to print sound
articles.”
~ Charles Wortley
Birmingham, AL

“The Gospel Gleaner appeals to people like me. Thank you
for your work to publish it. The Gleaner is definitely ‘the
people’s paper’.”

~ John Saks

Flatwoods, KY
7 .
A Fine Hnticle
“What a fine article [The Da Vinci Code] in Gospel Gleaner,
Volume 21, Numbers | & 2! {2005]”

~ AlSowins
Clearlake, CA

“Dear Gospel Gleaner, Received Volume #21 and it isas
powerful in word and deed as all past volumes of your
articles have been. | have shared these good works with
others and now want to add a few more names to your
mailing list, but first I want to comment that besides Glenn
McCoy’s book entitles “Return to the Old Paths”, another
good gospel writer that published gospel truth and
enlightenment is the late Dillard Thurman in his four books
entitles “Charting the Old Paths” which can be ordered
through Gospel Minutes, P.O. Box 50007, Fort Worth, TX
76105. Both these men’s books are well worth purchasing.
May I also say that a fantastic wealth of daily encouragement
for women is the book “Daughters of Eve, Strength for
today... from Women of yesterday, by Lottie Beth Hobbs.”

~ Roxie Williams
Clinton, AR
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Reguests Pook

“Please accept my contribution of $25.00 and add me to
your mailing list. Ifitis still available, I would like a copy
of the sermon outlines mentioned in the January - March
2003 issue.”

.~Frank Plemmons
Idabel, OK
(Editor’s note: the sermon outline book by Gospel
Gleaner staff writers isoutof print. Sorry!)

Reoguests Bandle

“Dear Brethren, We have a copy of the ‘Gospel Gleaner’
and appreciate it. Enclosed is a $20.00 donatton. We
would like to be on your mailing list. Qur address 1s...
And, we have a couple we would like for you to send it to,
if youwill... And, what would it cost to get 25 copies of the
last, or the next, paper sent for our congregation. “Thank
you.”
~ Harold Stover

(Editor’s note: The Gospel Gleaner is free of charge. We
are happy to send bundles when requested.)

o New Fpact

“Dear Bro. Dillon: I enjoyed reading the last 1ssue of the
Gospel Gleaner. Here1s asmall contribution to the paper.
Too, 1 enclosed a copy of a new tract that I have just
printed. It has also been translated into Telugu mn India
and printed and distributed by the thousands. Feel free to
use any of itif you wish. Best wishes.

~ Perry B. Cotham
Grand Prairie, TX

“I enjoy and appreciate your paper. Accept this check in
memory of my mom whose birthday would have been
November 21. She was a generous contributor to many
causes for spreading God’s Word. In memory of Lillie
Dacus.”

~Joy Kicklighter
Memphis, TN

Who Wit PBe in SHoll?

What does the Bible teach about hell? Looking to the
future as God has revealed, it will be lake of fire
(Revelation 20:14) and a place of everlasting punishment
for the wicked (Matthew 25:46); where the smoke of their
torment will ascend up forever and ever (Revelation
14:11); where the worm will not die and the fire will not be
quenched (Mark 9:48). Hell will be a place created by
God and by Him it will be intentionally forsaken. It will
be a God-forsaken place of outer darkness with weeping
and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30). Basically, four
categories of beings will be in hell: the devil and his
angels, the fearfully surprised, those who left Christ never
to return, and those who never obeyed the Lord’s gospel.

This lesson will focus on who the Bible teaches will be 1n
hell.

The devil and the fallen angels have set their course
for eternal punishment in hell. In fact, hell 1s a place
prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41).
God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down

to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment (2 Peter 2:4). While this passage
probably refers to the place of intermediate torment (cf.
Luke 16:23), no doubt they will be cast into the lake of fire
which is the second death (Revelation 20:11-15). Satan
will suffer in hell. The devil will be tormented day and
night forever (Revelation 20:10). The notion that Satan
will be exalted in hell is unbiblical mythology. The reality
of hell is that the devil will be tormented alongside fallen
angels and wicked men forever and ever. There will beno
pleasures or exalted places in hell.

Fearfully surprised souls will suffer eternally in hell.
In Christ’s depiction of the judgment scene, He taught of a
fearfully surprised number among Christians (Matthew
25:44). These obeyed the gospel but had a dead faith
(James 2:17-18). Our name can live and our faith be dead
(Revelation 3:1). Concerning our faith, we can fool
ourselves, but we cannot food God. These thought
obeying the gospel was “good enough” without
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Contribations Rececved During the Last Luarter

Anonymous
Murray, KY

Arlington Church of Christ

McMinnville, TN...............

Dover Church of Christ
Dover, TN

Antioch Church of Christ

Blue Springs, MS................

Elizabeth Church of Christ

Elizabeth, AR ...................

Bradford church of Christ
Bradford, TN

Walter and Eathel Buckley

Maynard, AR....................

Cotter Church of Christ

Betty C. Johnson

Lauderdale, MS.................
. Rogerand Barbara Genung

. Steve Thayer
Higginsville,MO...............

. Lessie J. Clay
Viola,AR...............o...

. James Meredith
DixonnMO........oooovii...

. Perry B. Cotham
Grand Prairie, TX ...............

. [.W.and Faye Loudermilk
Estill Springs, TN...............

.....................

.......................

16. Roxie Williams
........... 100.00 Clinton,AR ..o .......100.00
17. Ossie Stanfield
............ 75.00 Rockford,IL ..o ....20.00
18. J.C.Hampshire
,,,,,,,,,, 500.00 Foreman,AR..............ccooiii.......20.00
19. Susan Bryant
,,,,,,,,,, 300.00 BransonMO............covvviiii. ... 50.00
20. William Don Nix
,,,,,,,,,,, 150.00 Kingston Springs, TN.......................20.00
21. Frank Plemmons
.......... 400.00 Idabel,OK ..........cooviiiiiiiinil.....25.00
22. Lucille H. Nicholson
__________ 25.00 Webster, NC.............oooiinenl0. 0500
23. Harold Stover
.. ...150.00 UnionCity, TN ...t 20.00
24. Linda Robbins
.......... 10.00 ReedeSprmgs,MO2500
25. Kenneth and AudraAnderson
.......... 10.00 Gainsboro, TN .....ccovviiiiiiiieenen......20.00
26. Joy Kicklighter
1S, TN e e 100.00
SUTI 20.00 Memphis, TN......
27. ) T.andJoAnnPolk........ccviiiiiiil, 500.00
In Memoryof ~ J.B.McClendon
"""""" 15.00 O.B.and Lera Bennett
G.P.and Mildred Arnold
........... 25.00 Frank Barton
Max R. Miller
............. 5.00  28. MelvinandHelen Ferguson..................100.00
............ 25.00 TOTAL......cvvoveiiiinnnnnnnvaense...2815.00
%//W make a condrcbudion
to the
74
%neea/yom/w%/
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