























was an important man and no doubt very learned
in many things he realized that there were some
things he didn’t know and that he needed the
assistance of others in learning of these matters.
He was not ashamed to ask questions concerning
that which he did not understand. None of us
know so much but that we can learn from others.
Apollos was an eloquent man who was mighty in
the scriptures but was taught by Aquila and
Priscilla “the way of God more perfectly” (Acts
18:24-26).

He Loved the Truth

Not understanding what he was reading he
asked, “Of whom speaketh the prophet this? of
himself, or of some other man?” (verse 34). He
loved truth! He was not interested in an opinion,
but truth. One must love the truth in order to be
saved. Paul wrote of some in 2 Thessalonians
2:10-12, “With all deceivableness of unrighteous-
ness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And
for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie: That they might all
be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.”

He Obeyed the Gospel (Verses 36-39)

He heard Christ preached; he believed; he
repented of his religious error; he confessed Christ
and was baptized. These are exactly the same
conditions that one today must meet in order to be
saved (Mark 16:15-16; Luke 13:3; Matthew
10:32-33; Acts 2:38).

All of those who do not obey the gospel
will be punished with everlasting destruction (2
Thessalonians 1:7-9).

He Rejoiced (Verse 39)

“And when they were come up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,
that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on
his way rejoicing.” And what reason he had to
rejoice! He had been born again of water and the

Spirit (John 3:3, 5). His sins were remitted (Acts
2:38). He was a new creature in Chnst (2
Corinthians 5:17). He was a Chnstian (Acts
11:26). All Christians should rejoice. Paul said,
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).

Each of us should strive to possess in our
own lives those same outstanding qualities that
characterized the eunuch.—1925 County Highway
59, Haleyville, AL 35565

THE ED GLOVER FUND

Ed Glover, faithful gospel preacher and
former missionary to Australia, is in need of our
prayers and financial support. Last fall, Ed was
diagnosed as having a severe liver aillment which
would eventually require a liver transplant. His
condition worsened and he was hospitalized in
November. A suitable liver was found and
transplanted on December 25, 1999.

Ed’s recovery has been very slow and has
been complicated by pneumoma and other
ailments. At the present time, he is in Bowld-UT
Hospital in Memphis where he has been since
November. He has not been able to work for
several months. His wife Janice, has been by his
side and also has not been able to work during this
critical time.

The Glovers have insurance, but it will not
cover all the many expenses involved in Ed’s
extended hospital stay, the liver transplant, and a
possible period of nursing home care. In order to
assist them, the elders of the Lord’s church in
Trenton, Tennessee would like to assist this
worthy couple in their time of need.

Contributions can be sent to the Glover
Fund at the following address: The Elders,
Trenton Church of Christ, PO Box 475, Trenton,
TN 38382,

If you would like further information,
please contact the Trenton church or feel free to
write or phone me: Rod Rutherford, PO Box 5048,
Duluth, Georgia 30096-0065, Phone: (770) 622-
1525; fax: (770) 622-0881;  Emal:
tftworld@aol.com.










































FOURTH ANNUAL
GOSPEL GLEANER
LECTURESHIP

“THE CHRISTIAN HOME”

April 14, 15 & 16, 2000

College and North
Church of Christ
~ P.O.Box 880
Mitn. Home, AR 72654-0880

1-870-425-8118
1-870-425-4330
e mail: church@centurytel.net

FRIDAY, APRIL 14

7:00 p.m. — Auditorium
“Husbands At The Helm™
John T. Polk Il
7:00 p.m. — Building B
“Wives At the Side Of The Helmsman”
(women only) Jane Maynard

| 7:30-8:00 p.m. — Auditorium

“Families At The Judgment”
Ted Clarke
8:00-8:30 p.m. — Auditorium
“Essentials Of An Ideal Home”
Charles Rose
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SATURDAY, APRIL 15

6:30 - 7:30 a.m..
Gospel Gleaner Breakfast — Building B
8:00 - 9:00
“The Church And The Home”
Ivie Powell
9:00 - 10:00
“What Have They Seen In Thy House?”
Dennis Gulledge
10:00 - 11:00
“What It Takes To Be A Good Father”
Bob Bauer
11:00 - 12:00
“Challenges To The Home”
Stephen Rook

LUNCH
12:00 - 1:00

1:00 - 2:00
“What Our Homes Need Most”
Guy Hester
2:00 - 3:00
“Guidelines For A Christian Marriage”
Johnie Scaggs
3:00 - 4:00
“Wanted: Christian Parents”
Tim Wilkes

SUNDAY, APRIL 16

9:30 A.M.
“The Child In The Home”
Allen Webster
10:30 A.M.

“How To Have A Happy Home”
M. W. Kiser
6:00 P.M.
“Hugs In A ‘Bare’ Den”
John T. Polk I
























begged to live faithful lives that will not bring
reproach on the church. Love for the church will
not allow lhttle hindrances to keep its members
from attending the services (Hebrews 10:25).

To love the Lord is to love the truth. People
are lost who “receive not the love of the truth™ (2
Thessalomans 2:10). If we love the truth we will
search for it (John 5:39). Paul said of the Bereans:
“These were more noble than those in
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

If we love the truth we will contend
eamestly for it (Jude 3), stop the mouths of false
teachers (Titus 1:9-11), patiently teach it (2
Timothy 4:1-4), have no fellowship with the
enemies of it (Ephesians 5:11; John 7:7; Acts
19:8).

To love the Lord is to love the brethren (1
John 3:14). “Let brotherly love continue”
(Hebrews 13:1). “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one
another with a pure heart fervently” (1 Peter 1:22).
Brethren sometimes have faults that we do not
approve of. We are not to approve their faults but
we are to love them in spite of their faults. We
must love the brethren in spite of what they may
say about us or do to us. When Jesus was dying on
the cross he prayed for those who were crucifying
Him, and Paul says, “If any man have not the spirit
of Christ he is none of his.”

To love the Lord is to love the lost. God
loved the lost and gave His Son. Christ loved the
lost and gave His life. Now finish this statement:
“I loved the lost and gave my ”
If we really love the Lord we will give our tlme
talent, and money for the salvation of lost souls.

“And let our joys be known”

The happiest people in all the world are
those who are genuine Christians. My father used
to say, “The problem with many church members
is that they have just enough religion to make them
miserable and not enough to make them happy.”
A little girl, looking at a mule said, “Grandma, is

that mule a Christian?” The grandmother replied,
“Why no, what makes you ask that?” “Well he
sure has a long face about something,” the little
girl said.

The first thing that is said about the
Eunuch after he obeyed the gospel is that he “went
on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39). “Finally, my
brethren, rejoice in the Lord” (Philippians 3:1).
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice” (Philippians 4:4).

“Join in a song with sweet accord”

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (Psalms
133:1). The unity of believers is one of the things
that weighed heavily upon the heart of the Lord
just before he went to the cross. He said in His
prayer: “Neither pray 1 for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me through their
word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art
in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent
me. And the glory which thou gavest me 1 have
given them; that they may be one, even as we are
one” (John 17:20-22).

“We’re marching thro’ Immanuel’s ground to
fairer worlds on high”

There is another song that we sometimes

sing: “This world is not my home, I'm just a
passing through, My treasures are laid up
somewhere beyond the blue.” Heaven, what a
beautiful word! What a beautiful thought! Heaven
is the long promised home of every soul that 1s
saved. We like to sing about it, we like to preach
about it. But the question that many people keep
asking is, “What is heaven really like?” IfI die as
a Christian what can I really expect when I get to
heaven? Heaven is so wonderful that it is difficult
to describe. In fact I do not believe that it is
possible for human language to adequately
describe the glory of that eternal home of the
righteous. But the Bible gives us enough informa-
tion that we may understand some of the glories
(Continued on page 8)






























recommended that Judah surrender to the rule of
Babylon and called Nebuchadnezzar, Babylon’s
emperor and Judah’s most hated enemy, the
“servant of the Lord.” Babylon was the servant of
God in that God used her as His rod to chastise
His people.

One of God’s people played an important
role in the history of Babylon: Daniel, of the royal
seed of the nation of Israel, a prophet and
interpreter of dreams. It was in Babylon, Chaldea
of old, that God used Daniel, the interpreter of
dreams and vision of kings. He was the only wise
man in the kingdom who could interpret
Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams. In a dream he had seen
an image of an amazing creature. Its head was of
gold, breast and arms of silver, belly and thighs of
brass, and feet of iron and clay. Daniel’s
interpretation was a preview of the history of great
nations for the next five centuries. The head of the
image was Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon (gold).
The silver breast and arms was the coming
kingdom of Persia. Its belly and thighs of brass
represented Greece, and the feet of iron mingled
with clay was to be Rome. Daniel introduced
another kingdom in his interpretation: the
everlasting kingdom established “in the days of
these kings” (Daniel 2:44). That kingdom was to
be the kingdom of Jesus Christ, the kingdom of
God. The kingdoms of Babylon, Persia, Greece
and Rome, all came to the dust of history. They are
no more. The eternal kingdom came on Pentecost
Day as recorded in the Book of Acts.

« Nebuchadnezzar was a typical monarch of
a despotic age: dominant, often cruel, and lifted up
with pride. Pridefully proud! Babylon’s greatness
lay only in the hand of its great king! He boasted,
“Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom by the might of my power,
and for the honour of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30).
“Before destruction the heart of man is haughty,
and before honour is humility” (Proverbs 18:12).

By God’s decree he “was driven from men, and

did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with
the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like
eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws”
(Daniel 4:33).

After “seven times” had passed, his pride
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was quenched. He bows with humility before
Daniel and Daniel’s God and speaks of the sincere
prayer he offered that only God heard. “And at the
end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine
eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding
returned unto me, and I blessed the most High,
and I praised and honoured him that liveth forever,
whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and
his kingdom is from generation to generation: And
all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as
nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him,
What doest thou? At the same time my reason
retummed unto me; and for the glory of my
kingdom, mine honour and brightness returned
unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought
unto me; and I was established in my kingdom,
and excellent majesty was added unto me. Now I
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the
King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his
ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is
able to abase” (Daniel 4:34-37).

Amazingly, considering the greatness of
the kingdom of Babylon, its history of glory
covered a brief period. From Carchemish (606
B.C.) to the fall of Belshazzar and Babylon to the
Medes-Persians (539 B.C) was only seventy-six
years.

Nebuchadnezzar was the great king of the
Babylonian Empire. His successors were
insignificant by comparison. The magnificent king
died in 561 B.C., having reigned forty-three years.
His son Evil-Merodach succeeded him and
reigned only two years (561-560 B.C.), murdered
by his brother-in-law, Neriglissar. Neriglissar after
four years, died, leaving the crown to his son
Laborosoarched. They quickly assassinated this
prince, a mere lad. Nabonidus, a conspirator,
succeeded him. He was the last of the kings of
Neo-Babylon 565-539 B.C.).

Nabonidus set the stage for the fall of
Babylon. He conspired with Croesus the last king
of Lydia. He provoked Cyrus by the alliance and
soon realized his error. He knew, in time, Cyrus
would move against him with avenging armies.
| (Continued on page 21)
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