

















FIFTH ANNUAL
GOSPEL GLEANER
LECTURESHIP

“VICTORY IN JESUS”

April 20, 21 & 22, 2001

College and North

Church of Chrlst

P.O.Box 880
Mitn. Home AR 72654-0880

Fax: 1-870-425- 8118
1-870-425-4330
E-mail: church@centurytel.net

FRIDAY, APRIL 20

7:00 p.m.
“Victory Over Materialism”
Men: Ted Wheeler—Venice, FL

“Victory Over Depression”
Women: Jane Maynard—Mountain
Home, AR
8:00 p.m.
“Victory Over Loneliness”
Men: Bill Dillon—Mountain Home, AR

“Victory Over Anxiety”
Women: Renee Wheeler—Venice, FL

SATURDAY, APRIL 21

7:30 - 8:30 a.m..
Breakfast

9:00 a.m.

“Victory Over Anger”
Dennis Gulledge—Mabelvale, AR

10:00 a.m.
“Victory Over Youth Problems”
Devin Swindle—Mountain Home,
AR
11:00 a.m.
“Victory Over Disbelief”’
(Evidence for the Deity of Christ)
David Gibson—Salem, AR

LUNCH
12:00 - 1:00

1:00 p.m.
“Victory Over Immorality”
Allen Webster—Jacksonville, AL

2:00 a.m.
“Victory Over The Grave”
Guy Hester—Haleyville, AL
3:00 p.m.
“Victory Over Hate”
Tim Wilkes—Hemando, MS

SUNDAY, APRIL 22

9:30 A.M.
“Victory Over Pride”
Max Miller—Burlison, TN

10:30 A.M.
“Victory Over Discouragement”
Mike Kiser—Sylacauga, AL
6:00 P.M.
“The Power Of Victory”
John T. Polk II—Dover, TN






the republic to deal with successfully. An evil and
contentious spirit pervaded the land. There were to
be changes.

' With the advent of civil war there came
period of Rome’s history that is more familiar with
Bible readers. Two men of soldiery fame come to
the fore in Rome’s history: Julius Caesar and
Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus, or Pompey the Great.
These two forged the nation into a dominating
world power for the next three hundred years.
Julius Caesar (100-44 B.C.) lead military expedi-
tions that controlled all of Northern Italy and
Southern France. Pompey (106-48 B.C.) spread
his armies through Italy and the Mediterranean
world. However, our interest is not so much in
Julius Caesar, historically the better known of the
two, and from whom the later rulers of the Empire
took their titles as The Caesars. It was Pompey
who had a day with Israel and the Jews.

In the year 66 B.C. Pompey arrived in the
East to take command of the Roman armies. At
this time there was a state of conflict in the nation
of Israel. Two brothers, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus,
challenged each other for the power to rule the
Hebrew nation. Neither could command an
advantage. Each of the brothers sought alliances
with other nations to tip the balance of power to
himself. Pompey was ready to enter into their
affairs. Yet, rather than Pompey aligning himself
with either brother, his interest was in expanding
the borders and powers of Rome. Rome would be
master of all its domains. Siege and conquest
followed. The walls of Jerusalem came down,
Roman legionaries streamed through the city.
Massacres followed. This was the year 63 B.C.
when Jerusalem lost its national independence and
became a Roman province. Israel was to be a
subject nation for the next two thousand years. In
AD. 1948 the United Nations, as a major
consequence of millenmal heresies and the Nazi
Holocaust, took the land from the Arabs and a
new nation of Israel was established.

With the opening of the New Testament, it
1s obvious to the careful reader that Rome was in
the land of Israel. Jesus was born in the reign of
Caesar Augustus (27 B.C.-14 A.D.; Luke 2:1-3).
It was in the reign of Tiberius Caesar (A.D. 14-37)

that Daniel’s prophecy of the establishment of
Christ’s eternal kingdom would occur (Daniel
2:44; Acts 2). It was also Tiberius who appointed
Pontius Pilate as procurator of Judea and who
consented to the death of Jesus Christ. In the reign
of Claudius Caesar (A.D. 41-54) a great famine
spread over the world and Christian brethren sent
aid to hungry souls in Judea (Acts 11:27-30). In
the reign of Claudius all Jews were banished from
Rome (Acts 18:1). The epistles of Paul frequently
speak of Rome and its power. The entire New
Testament period was under the repressive reign
of Rome.

There was much unrest in the troubled land
of Israel. Conflict between Christianity and the
Empire was inevitable. Christianity challenged
almost everything for which Rome stood. The
Romans looked upon the deification of the
emperor as necessary to the existence of the state.
The Christian looked only to God the Father and
God the Son as divine. As Jewish resentment and
opposition mounted, so also grew persecutions
against them. Zealous Jews, Zealots of the New
Testament, clamored and schemed to restore
liberty and independence of the Jewish nation.
Theudas in AD. 44 (Acts 5:36) and “the
Egyptian” in AD. 53 (Acts 21:38) had led
unsuccessful revolts in guerrilla warfare against
the occupation forces of Rome. Restoration of
their independence was not to be.

Nero Caesar, one of the most wicked of the
Caesars, ruled the empire (A.D. 54-68). He began
his rule well, under the guidance of the
philosopher Seneca. However, in spirit Nero was
an actor and wished to play the monarch in a
grand manner. This he did. In his bloody reign, in
the year AD. 66, there was an uprising in
Caesarea. Jewish zealots mobilized armies against
Roman rule and consequently 20,000 of them
were slaughtered in other places. Nero Caesar
ordered Vespasian to quell the rebellion (A.D. 67).
He lay siege to Jerusalem in A.D. 69. For a while
Jerusalem successfully resisted his forces.
Vespasian was recalled to Rome as emperor and
trusted the siege to his son Titus who was destined
to be numbered with the Caesars. Titus breached
the walls of the city, completely enslaving the



Jews. Jerusalem fell on 7 September 70. The
Temple was destroyed, as Jesus had prophesied,
with not one stone left upon another (Matthew 24).
Titus celebrated a triumph in 71, which is
commemorated on the surviving Arch of Titus at
Rome.

The second great persecution of the
Christians was by Caesar Domitian (A.D. 81-96).
He 1s remembered as the persecutor, ranking along
with Nero. His persecution bumned itself
ineradicably into the memory of history. This
intense persecution brought forth the Apostle
John’s letters to the seven churches of Asia,
urging them to faithfulness in times of fierce
persecutions (Revelation 2 & 3).

A surprising change was effected in the
fourth century in the dubious conversion of Flavius
Valerius Constantinus I, Constantine the Great
(A.D. 306-337). He was the first Roman emperor
to profess Chnstianity. His alleged conversion
initiated the evolution of the empire into a
Chrnistian state. Constantine established religious
toleration for Christianity in the Roman Empire.
The Edict of Milan in 313 granted all persons
freedom to worship whatever deity they pleased,
assured Christians of legal nights (including the
right to organize churches), and directed the
prompt return to Christians of confiscated
property. Rather than this decrees advancing the
cause of Christ’s kingdom, many untaught and
unconverted pagans were “pressed into the
church,” bringing superstitions and false doctrines
with them which became a part of the apostatizing
church. From this time the persecuted church
became the persecuting when it became yoked
with the state.

Rome reached its peak of prosperity and
good government during the second century. Even
then, there were signals of distress flashing
through the empire. Political unrest, economic
hardship, expensive wars, high taxes, multitudes
of unemployed living off the tax payers, there to
enjoy tax supported bread and games. These
matters ate at the heart of the empire.
Unrestrained, irresponsible legions pillaged the
countryside, stripping and carrying off or
destroying vast amounts of wealth. People on the
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frontiers were carving out separate states for
themselves. There was the threat of the hungry
barbarians standing at her borders. Invasions,
incursions, pillage, and Rome was unable to deal
with them as she had in earlier days.

In 372 the Huns crossed the Volga and
marched toward Rome. In 406 Alaric crossed the
Rhine and Roman defenses fell. He sacked Rome
in 410. The Huns under Attila ravaged the empire.
He brought his people from the East into Gaul and
invaded Italy in 452. The years 455-472 saw a
succession of weak puppet rulers mismanaging the
affairs of the once proud empire. The Vandals
captured Rome in June 455. For a fortnight they
occupied the city and systematically plundered,
carrying off many valuable works of art. Their
name has remained a synonym for willful
desecration or destruction. On 4 September 476,
another Germanic chieftain, Odovacar (Odoacer),
deposed the last emperor, Romuls Augustulus, and
set himself up as the first barbarian king of Italy.
The Eastern, or Byzantine Empire, survived until
the Middle Ages.—10726 Hwy. 59 W., Burlison,
TN 38015










Jesus never said the prophets “testify of
Me” (John 5:38-40; 6:44-45), for Left
Behind makes Jesus have to come back to
the earth to accomplish His goals.

© They claim more will be saved because of their
doctrine than Jesus Christ claimed His doctrine
would save! Jesus said, “Wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and
there are many who go in by it. Because
narrow 1s the gate and difficult is the way
which leads to life, and there are few who find
it” (Matthew 7:13-14). But LaHaye/Jenkins
said, “In fact, we believe that because of the
Millennium, there may be more people in
heaven than in hell” (p. 240, AWLITET?).
Premillennialists offer more hope of
salvation than Jesus Christ, thereby limiting
Jesus’ work into insignificance, and Left
Behind reflects this falsity.

(2) Faith is surely Left Behind for the
LaHaye/Jenkins “serial” has killed the desire of
millions to learn what the Bible actually says, and
robs them of “faith” (Romans 10:17) without
which no one is pleasing to God (Hebrews 11:6).
Repentance must come on the basis of “godly
sorrow” (2 Corinthians 7:10) not fright. Though
past destruction of the earth by flood waters and
future destruction of the earth by fire sandwich a
command to “Repent” (2 Peter 3:1-13) it hastens
the decision to change, but should not be a
substitute for it. People who simply react out of
fear of destruction and not with sorrow for sin still
have not obeyed God.

(3) The Left Behind are they who still buy
their books, for if their teaching is true, then either
the 2000 or 2001 must have figured prominently
into their conceptions, and yet adult book #9 and
children’s book #13 are scheduled for release in
2001. Did anyone else notice that throughout 1999
most of the public pronouncements by
Premillennialists led millions to think that on
Midnight, December 31, 1999, biblical events
would unfold the beginning of the End Times?
Interesting, 1sn’t it, to notice how many
LaHaye/Jenkins books are copyrighted with a date
in the year 2000? Did they believe they would
have been raptured and only unbelievers would be
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buying their books? If so, then those who buy their
books show themselves to be the unsaved and
ungodly! Or did they not believe that their
millennial madness had anything whatever to do
with the year 2000? If this is the case, then their
books are useless drivel that help no one know
more about when time shall end after reading them
than they knew before.

Left Behind exploits the same insecurity
and ignorance that hundreds of “date-setters” have
utilized before, though claiming to know better.
LaHaye/Jenkins say, “while we are not certain it
will occur in our lifetime, we have more reason to
believe it might than any generation in the history
of the church...”

“We are surrounded by so many obvious
signs that one would have to be blind not to see
them...So many signs exist today that you could
write a book about them. In fact, I did, The
Beginning Of The End, first published in 1972 and
then again in 1991. Many changes in the twenty-
seven years since that book’s first publication have
only brought further confirmation that we are
indeed living in ‘the times of the signs.” Never in
the history have so many legitimate signs of
Christ’s return  existed” (Pages  26-27,
AWLITET?). LaHaye’s interpretations failed to
correctly point to the generation that has died since
he tried this ruse 27 years ago. God 1s his judge,
for He taught that if what a prophet said did “not
happen or come to pass” no one should listen to
his fear-mongering again (Deuteronomy 18:19-
22). LaHaye/Jenkins rightly claim, “Date setters
are to be ignored or, even better, rebuked as false
teachers” (page 23, AWLITET). Though LaHaye
can say, “There is little doubt as to when this
Tribulation occurs to how long it will last” (page
1374, TLPSB), and Premillennialists can
prophetically set down the calendar from Rapture
to Eternity, none of LaHaye’s group dares to give
any detail or date that shows when the “church
age” will end. One is a false teacher who causes
people to wrongly expect God to do something
whether it is by twisting Scriptures to say what
they do not teach (2 Peter 3:14-16) or setting
dates outside the purview of Scripture

(Continued on page 19)
























principle are doomed to failure in their
interpretation of the text. In his classic book,
Biblical Hermeneutics, Professor Milton Terry
wrote: “A thorough interpretation of the
prophetic portions of the holy Scripture is
largely dependent upon a mastery of the
principles and laws of figurative language, and
of types and symbols™ (313).

The Folly of Literalizing Zechariah 14

A careful study of Zechariah 14 will reveal
that those who attempt to literalize the message of
this chapter, as the premillennialists do, are
pursuing a disastrous course of interpretation.
Consider the following;:

1. If this chapter refers to the literal return of
Christ (i.e., the Second Coming) upon the
mount of Olives, exactly who is it that will
make that escape flight to the east when the
mountain is cleft? It cannot be the wicked, for
the Bible plainly teaches that they will be
destroyed when the Lord returns (Matthew
25:31-46; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Moreover, it
cannot be the righteous, for they will be
“caught up 1n the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air”” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Who else, pray
tell, 1s left?

2. Verse 8 speaks of living waters going forth
from Jerusalem in summer and in winter.
Since summer and winter will occur only as
long as the earth remains (Genesis 8:22), and
as the earth will not remain beyond the
Coming of Christ (2 Peter 3:4, 10), it is
obvious that the events of this verse cannot
transpire  after the literal retum of
Jesus—which supposedly is alluded to in verse
4,

3. Verse 12 tells of Jehovah smiting his enemies
and their “flesh” being consumed. Again, this
cannot refer to a period after the literal return
of Christ; the Coming of the Lord will signal
“the end,” at which point the dead will be
raised, and the living—in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye—will be changed from
flesh to a new, spiritual essence. We will pass
from corruption to incorruption, from mortality
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to mmmortality (1 Corinthians 15:23-24; 51-
53).
Consequences Resulting from the
Dispensational View of Zechariah 14.

The dispensational view of Zechariah 14
strikes at the very heart of the nature of Chrnist’s
atoning work at the cross.

Verses 16 and 21 speak of those who go up
to observe the feast of tabernacles, and who offer
sacrifices. Again, dispensationalists literalize the
language, asserting that Judaism, with all its
carnality (cf. Hebrews 9:10) and anmimal blood,
will be revived in the “millenmal” age. A
thoughtful writer focuses upon the weaknesses of
this view:

“Are these interpreters ready to accept the
restoration of the Old Testament feast with
its offering of animal sacrifices? During the
feast of tabernacles, which began on the
fifieenth day of the seventh month, daily
offerings of animals were made by fire, 199
animals of all kinds were offered, ‘besides
the continual burn-offering, and the meal
offerings thereof, and the drink offerings
thereof” (Numbers 29:12-38). Among these
daily offerings was ‘one he-goat for a sin-
offering.” Jesus is our sin-offering, and if we
go back to offering he-goats for sin-offerings
we must reject Jesus as a sufficient offering
for our sins” (Lanier, 633).

The Old. Testament law, with its rivers of
animal blood, was abolished at the cross
(Ephesians 2:15-16), hence has been “taken”
(erken — in the perfect tense, denoting the
permanent abolition of the law of Moses) away for
ever (Colossians 2:14).

Truly, dispensationalism is a Judaistic,
materialistic, and infidelic system.

Conclusion

Whatever else the meaning of Zechariah 14
may be, it cannot be harmonized with
premillennial theology. Two common views of this
remarkable chapter, entertained by non-millennial



scholars, are as follows:

1. Some hold it to be a symbolic prophecy of the
destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, together
with a spread of the gospel throughout the
Christian age thereafter (cf. Collins, 761-763;
Wallace, 246-248).

2. The better view, in this writer’s judgment,
suggests that the language is a figurative
depiction of the history of spiritual “Jerusalem”
(the church), from the time of its
commencement on the day of Pentecost
through the Christian age (see Hengstenberg,
II. 1155-1182; Laetsch, 493-506).

Woudstra had a nice summary of the matter.
“From the mixed character of the imagery
employed, referring now to cataclysmic
upheavals, now to regular pilgrimages to
Jerusalem, i1t seems to this writer that no
such literal interpretation of the passages is
intended. The prophecy has in view various
aspects of the gospel age with particular
emphasis on its conclusion” (377-378).

The millennialist view of Zechariah 14 is to
be rejected summarily.
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ARE DEBATES STILL EFFECTIVE?

Continued from page 15

controversy in recent years is the question of local
churches withdrawing fellowship from other local
(apostate) churches. This is a question that perhaps
few of us have looked into very deeply, and are not
sure just how we should feel about it in light of
New Testament teaching. There are strong
feelings and good, doctrinally sound brethren on
both sides of this issue.

A debate on the question of congregational
withdrawal of fellowship has been arranged
between Holger Neubauer and John T. Polk, IL
The particulars are given below. Please pray for
this effort that the truth will be spoken in brotherly
love (Ephesians 4:15), and that the truth will be
obeyed by all who come under the influence of this
discussion.—Dennis Gulledge, Co-editor.

RELIGIOUS PUBLIC DEBATE
May 3 & 4, 2001
7:00 PM Nightly
At Tennessee Bible College
Cookeville, Tennessee

Propositions for discussion are as follows:

RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that local
churches must withdraw from apostate churches.
Affirm: Holger Neubauer
Deny: John T. Polk, I

RESOLVED: The Scriptures teach that fellowship
exists between churches of Christ only upon the
basis of common or corresponding works which
obey the Word of God.

Affirm: John T. Polk, II

Deny: Holger Neubauer

Holger Neubauer is Tennessee Bible College
Assistant to the President and gospel preacher for
17 years.

John T. Polk, II is a gospel preacher for 37 years
and one of the elders of the Dover church of Christ
in Dover, Tennessee.















pride was outraged; and we should naturally
expect that such a family would regard Paul
as an apostate, a foe to God and the chosen
race, and a disgrace to the family; his own
relatives might be expected to be his most
bitter enemies.!

Saul was very religious. As he later said of
himself, he was a Jew and “very zealous toward
God” (Acts 22:3). He was a Hebrew by decent
and education—“an Hebrew of Hebrews”
(Philippians 3:5). That is, he was as bigoted and
ambitious as any religionist of his or any other day.
One must infer from this that a person might be
religious and not be a Christian, but that one
cannot be a Christian without being religious. In
fact, one might be “religious” in some ways and
still feel that something is missing that God would
have him to do. Thankfully, the apostle was able to
come to the end of his life without any regrets (2
Timothy 4:6-8).

Saul was a persecutor of the churches of
Chnist (Acts 8:1-3; 9:1; Philippians 3:6). He stood
by and held the garments of those who stoned
Stephen to death (Acts 7:58; 22:20). He searched
for Christians meeting in the Jewish synagogues in
order to beat and imprison them (Acts 22:19).
Why would Saul seek out the synagogues on his
campaign of persecution? The first place these
early gospel preachers went was into the Jewish
synagogues (Mark 13:9). There they found Jews
who believed the Old Testament and looked for
the coming Messiah. Paul would later follow the
example of these early evangelists by likewise
seeking out the synagogues as fertile fields for the
gospel (Acts 9:20; 13:14).

Saul persecuted Christians in Jerusalem
(Acts 8:1-3). Not content to punish these people
merely in Jerusalem, he went to Damascus with
authority from the chief priest to persecute them in
that city as well (Acts 9:1-2). He was willing to go
wherever his career of persecution would take
him. He joined wholeheartedly in restraining
Christianity any way that he could. You would not
think him a likely candidate for conversion to
Christ, but our ways are not God’s ways (Isaiah
55:7-8). Saul was a man endowed with great
talents and he would, for good or evil, exert a vast
mnfluence upon mankind.

Saul’s Contact With Jesus Christ

What could be done to convert a man like
Saul into a disciple of Jesus Christ? In an effort to
answer this question it is appropriate to ask
another: How were other conversions made? The
citizens of Samaria heard Philip “preach Christ” to
them (Acts 8:5). The Ethiopian treasurer heard the
same evangelist preach Jesus (Acts 8:35).
Cornelius sent for Peter to hear words from him
whereby by he might be saved (Acts 10:5-6;
11:13-14). Lydia of Thiatira heard Paul as he and
Silas addressed the women gathered outside the
city of Philippi on the Sabbath (Acts 16;13-14).
The jail keeper at Philippi heard the gospel from
Paul and Silas (Acts 16:30-32). These and others
were brought to Christ by hearing and hearing by
the word of God (Romans 10:17).

What about Saul? Would you send a
preacher to him? These were the very ones Saul
wanted to eliminate (Acts 22:4). It would require
something drastic to get Saul’s attention. The
preacher, Ananias, would come later (Acts 9:10).
Even Ananias protested against the Lord’s
commissioning him to go speak to Saul, saying,
“Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how
much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem”
(Acts 9:13).

Jesus Christ himself appeared to Saul (Acts
9:3-6). A light was seen: “And as he journeyed, he
came near to Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light from heaven” (Vs.
3, Acts 22:6). A voice was heard: “And he fell to
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Vss. 4-5). A
change was made: “And he trembling and
astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to
do?” (Vs. 6).

Will Jesus appear to people today the way
he did to Saul? Despite modemn day claims of
personal sightings, the answer is no. It was
essential as a qualification of an apostle that he
had seen and conversed with the Lord (Acts 1:21-
22; 26:16-18). This was the final post-resurrection
appearance of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:5-9). James
D. Bales noted, “Christ promised to appear to Saul
in some additional matters (Acts 26:16), but there
is no scriptural evidence that anybody else had
























helped the work in Brazil. While in Shawnee 1
married Teresa Overby, June 25, 1936. Her father
was a preacher. We have three children.

Can you recall the circumstances of your
first sermon? Shortly after I enrolled in FHC 1
was asked to speak on a Wednesday night service.
At that time the church was meeting in the
administration building (the church building had
been partially destroyed by fire). I talked on
Abraham, a Man of Great Faith. 1 was scared half
to death speaking before N. B. Hardeman, L. L.
Brigance, C. P. Roland and other teachers and
their families, plus the members and the students.

However, after I had finished brother
Hardeman arose and said many nice compliments
about my talk. That made me feel much better.
Soon thereafter I was out preaching in near-by
country churches, whenever 1 had an opportunity.
The pay was very little, some pocket change. The
stock market crash came in October that year.
Times were very hard. But I was happy just to get
the experience of preaching. Once I went to Shiloh
National Battleground, spent the night with the
Emmons family, and preached for the church on
Sunday. While a student in Murray State, I
preached on Sundays and conducted Gospel
Meetings. My first meeting was in Athens, Ohio
for five weeks.

How do you think the emphasis in
preaching has changed since you began? Has
the change been for better or worse? The
emphasis has changed from the fundamentals of
the New Testament church wherein the distinction
between the Lord’s church and denominationalism
was clearly drawn and many people were
converted to simple New Testament Christianity to
a more or less general attitude that all sincere,
religious people are Christians and the church of
our Lord 1s just another denomination. Due to this
type of preaching the church has not been growing
as it did some 75 to 50 years ago. Of course, there
is a need for Christians to be taught the importance
of living the Christian life and adding the
Christian graces, but the lack of preaching on
other basic principles of the faith has weakened,
and continues to weaken, the glorious plea for a
return to “the Old Paths,” as given by the pioneers
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of the gospel. Then, the Lord’s church was
recognized as the fastest growing religious body in
America. The brotherhood needs to return to the
type of preaching that was done many years ago. If
our young people are not taught the truths of New
Testament Christianity, we will go again into
digression.

Name three preachers of the past or
present and tell how they influenced you the
most in your preaching. Jewell W. Norman and
I. A. Douthitt influenced me the most in my
younger days by their example of good preaching
and their personal dedication. N. B. Hardeman
had great influence in my life. He was a great
teacher of the Bible and a wonderful speaker.

You have held a number of debates over
the years. Which one is your most memorable,
and why? I would mention the one with Mr. Billy
Davis, of Macon, Georgia, on the Godhead and
Miracles Today, held at Swainsboro, Georgia, in
December, 1986, in the high school auditorium.
Shortly after the debate the Pentecostal church
closed up and the local preacher, who served as
one of the moderators, moved out of town. Mr.
Davis promised to have another debate, this time
in Texas, but he would never respond to any calls
or answer any letters. So no further debate was
held. But I have always enjoyed having a debate,
and have tried to conduct myself in a proper
manner. Three of my debates have been printed in
book form, but only one remains in print.

It seems that our brotherhood has seen a
decline in debating over the past thirty years,
or so. Do you agree that this is true, and if so,
to what would you attribute the decrease in the
number of public discussions? I would agree that
there has been a decline in debating in the past
few years, largely due to the fact that preachers are
not exposing religious errors in their preaching as
was formerly done. We have lost interest in trying
to convert people from the denominational world.
Some preachers are not studying the religious
errors and how to meet them, and many members
of the church do not want debates. A few may
have been conducted in the wrong spirit and this
has hurt debating.

(Continued on page 13)












Jannaeus, Hycranus and Aristobulus. Alexander
names Aristobulus, the younger of the two, as heir
apparent to his throne. After Alexander’s death
Salome appointed Hycranus the high priest.
Aristobulus becomes a strong right arm in the
administration of the Queen’s affairs. He, on
prodding of certain factions in Judah, pressured
Salome to surrender to him the regal power of the
kingdom. Hyrcanus was the legal heir to the
throne. Aristobulus feared the mild Hyrcanus
could not withstand the intimidation's of the
Pharisees. Arstobulus began to gather support
from men of prominence and power throughout
Judah.

With the queen’s death, Hyrcanus and
Aristobulus warred with each other. Hyrcanus
soon surrendered to him the kingship of the nation.
After a time, a rich and influential Idumean,
Antipater, a friend of Hyrcanus and at the same
time at enmity with Arnstobulus, persuaded
Hyrcanus that his brother sought his life and that
he should go with him to Aretas, the king of
Arabia, for assistance in overcoming Aristobulus.
The newly formed alliance proceeded against
Anstobulus and quickly reduced his forces with
Arnistobulus shutting himself in the Temple with
only the priests and a few others for support. In
this time (c. 66-65 B.C.) Asia Minor and Armenia
had submitted to Pompey and Roman rule. The
last remnant of Selecuid power had collapsed in
Syria. Pompey sends his lieutenant, Scaurus, to
secure the area and add it to Rome’s spreading
empire. Scaurus, arriving in Damascus, learns of
civil strife at Jerusalem and inquires as how he
may take advantage of it for Rome’s glory.

Both Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, neither
being able to stabilize their power and position,
seek the favors of Scaurus. Scaurus favored
Aristobulus, took his tribute money, and expelled
Aretas and his Arabian soldiers from Judaea.
Quickly Aristobulus gathered an army and
marched on the retreating army of Aretas. The
balance of power between the brothers had shifted
again.

Pompey came to Damascus. Each of the
brothers, Hyrcanus and Aristobulus, appeared
before Pompey, seeking his favors. The
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irreconcilable brothers were told to live in
quietness until he came into Judaea and then
would he make his judgments of their affairs.
Aristobulus, impatient, musters an army and
marched into Judaea. Pompey was angered by the
obstinate disposition of Aristobulus and put him n
prison. Aristobulus’ party within the walled city of
Jerusalem chose to close the gates to Pompey and
resist him. However, the party of Hyrcanus
favored Pompey's intercession and opened the city
to him as well as the king’s palace. Pompey, with
little difficulty, gained the lower city. He lay siege
to the Temple. The siege proceeded with patience.
Earthworks were raised; a path was laid to bring
in battening rams from Tyre. Pompey took
exceptional advantages of the Jewish custom of
keeping the Sabbath day holy. With “the ox in the
ditch,” Israel rested on the seventh day and Rome
built the assault approach to the city. The battering
machine quickly broke open the great towers and a
portion of the fortifications. Roman legionaries
pour through the breech. A great slaughter
followed with the Romans killing many and also
Jews, in panic, falling on one another. Some of the
Jews committed suicide by jumping from the walls
and towers. Others fled to their houses and burned
them and themselves. Josephus credits 12,000
Jews to the Roman sword and spear. The Temple
fell on a Sabbath day while the priests faithfully
performed their services, being distracted not at all
by heathen Gentiles or by the blood dripping
swords by which they would soon perish. Again,
the streets of Jerusalem swirled in the blood of her
citizens—and that not for the last time.

Pompey surveys his conquest: another city
in a far off place; the dead and dying litter the
ground; heroic deeds done by both defender and
assailant, again he experiences the stillness and
quietness that follows the clash of battle.
Pompey’s gaze rested on the Holy Temple. His
curiosity led him to enter into the very Holy of
Holies where no Gentile had ever stood. He was
impressed by its simplicity. There were no icons of
either gods, spirits or angels. There was the golden
table for the shewbread, the candlestick, vessels
for sacred services, spices and two thousand

(Continued on page 17)






























