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OF GOD S RIGHTEOUSNESS
James R. Lewis

Acts chapter two is
the hub of the Bible.
Romans
3:24-26 is the
axle upon which the hub
turns .
The church was
established on the day
of
Pentecost
following
our Lord's ascension in
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies. Entrance
into the church was (is)
dependent upon Jes us C hrist whom God set
forth to be a propitiation (Romans 3:25).
Christ is God's declaration of His righteousness
for remission of si ns that are past, and He
is God's declaration for the manner through
which sinful men of all ages can be made
righteous in His s ight. The hub of the Bible
turns upon the blood of Jesus Christ through
which redemption was offered to mankind
(Romans 3:24), and through which God declared
His justice (Romans 3:25,26). Without shedding
of blood is no remission of sin (Hebrews 9:22).
With the shedding of Christ's blood, forgiveness
is possible , the justi ce of God is satisfied,
and the justness of God is glorified.
God set forth Chris t to be a propiti ation.
The terms "set forth" and "propitiation" are
significant to our salvation in Christ. "Set
forth" is closely related to the idea of "to
declare," indicating that God "brought Him
forth and put Him before the public. 11 1 He
was openly declared to be the propitiation.

The word "propitiation" (Greek, hilasterion)
means to be invested with propitiatory power.2
The publican prayed, "God be merciful
(hilasthete) to me a sinner " (Luke 18:13).
His plea literally was for God to be propitious,
to expiate his sins. In Hebrews 9:5, reference
is made to the ark of the covenant and the
"mercy sea t" (hilasterion). The mercy seat
was the covering of the ark of the covenant.
It was where God was manifest in His presence
between the c herubims. It was here that
the blood of the sacrifice was brought and
sprinkled for the sin offering (Leviticus 16).
The imagery of the Old Testament sin atonement is vivid. Ch rist was openly declared
(set forth) by God Himself in the presence
of all as the sin offering to cover the sins
of mankind. The pathway to the mercy of
God is paved with the blood of His only begotten Son. It is only "through faith in his blood"
that this sin offering can be efficacious.
It might be noted the phrase literally is
"through the faith" (dia tes pisteuos). The
definite article "the" may well indicate the
system of faith, viz., the gospel, through
whi ch access is made to the blood of Christ.
Compare Galatians 3:23, 25, 26 in the Greek
where .5imilar emphasis may be pressed, where
the definite article is absent in the English,
but not in the Greek.
We now come to the specifics of that whi ch
(Continued on page 9)
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THE
AMAZING
GOD
Bill Dillon

God is amazing. He is universal, timeless,
boundless, and limitless. The voice of the
everlasting and omnipotent Creator calls
to man in Isaiah 40:25- 26, 28.
"To whom t hen will ye liken me, or
shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.

Living God." It could not be said of Moses,
Elijah or John "Thou a rt the Christ, the Son
of the Living God." The great confession
spoken in reference to any other than Jesus
of Nazareth is the vanity of vaniti es.
Jesus Christ the amazing.

Lift up your eyes on high, and behold
who hath created these things, that
bringeth out their host by number: he
calleth them all by names by the
greatness of his might, for that he is
strong in power; not one faileth. Hast
thou not known? hast thou not heard,
that the eve rlasting God, the Lord,
the Creator of the ends of the earth,
fainteth not, neither is weary? there
is no searching of his understanding."

"He never wrote a book, yet all the
libraries of the country could not hold
the books that have been written about
Him. He never wrote a song, yet He
has furnished the theme for more songs
than all the song writers together. He
never practiced medicine, and yet He
healed more broken hea rts than the
doctor have healed broken bodies.
He is the Star of astronomy, the
Rock of geology, the Lion and the Lamb
of zoology, the Harmonie r of discords
and the Healer of all diseases. Great
men have come and gone, yet He lives
on. Herod could not kill Him: Satan

This would truly be a frightening world
if God were just like all the rest of us, anxious,

fearful, unsure and uncertain. But God has
made known that He is "God and not man. 11
(Hosea 11:9). God is exalted high and lifted
up (Isaiah 6:1). Being infinite, eternal and
unchangeable, He remains forever distinct
from all that He has created.
The contemplation of God is the most
noble of which man is capable. In the words
of one, "Nothing will so enlarge the intellect,
nothing so magnify the whole soul of ma n,
as a devout, earnest, continued investigation
of the great subject of Deity." As God is
amazing everything about Him shares His
nature. Let us consider the amazing things
of God.
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God's Amazing Son

Christ is incomparable . The golden conf ession of Simon Peter in Matthew 16:16 was
definite and deliberate, "Thou art the Christ,
the Son of the Living God. " It could not be
said of Buddha, Mohammed, or Confucious
that "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the

on next page)
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God's Amazing Grace

THE AMAZING GOD ••••

(Continued from page 2)

Grace is the great source from which salvation flows. Ephesians 2:8,9 carries the glad
announcement that "by grace are ye saved."
Though
mankind,
for
its
sins,
was
hell-deserving, yet God condescended to
send His worthy son to die for us as unworthy
creatures, "For while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us." (Romans 5:8). By God's
undeserved and unmerited favor, man can
come to accept the resplendent offer of salvation. The Corinthians were a people of sensuality and immorality, doing things beyond
reproach and shame. Yet, by God's grace,
they were washed, sanctified and justified
from their way of living (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).
They who were. once the scum of the earth
became the saved of the earth by accepting
God's offer of grace by hearing, believing
and being baptized (Acts 18:8).
Is there a Christian who does not love
John Newton's wonderful hymn "Amazing
Grace?"
"Amazing grace how swee.t the sound;
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost but now am found;
Was blind but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught
My heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!"
It is with humility and happiness that we
know of God's amazing son, book, church
and grace. How great is God; the amazing
God; our God!

could not seduce Him: death could
not destroy Him: the grave could not
hold Him. He is the ever perfect One."
A preacher once said, "Jesus is the only
Somebody you can't match."
Any man will do well to keep the matchless
life of God's Son ever before him. Put His
life into yours and life becomes saner and
more sensible. The apostle Paul had the
correct view of things when he said, "I am

crucified with Christ, yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me." (Galatians 2:20).
God's Amazing Book

Only a book from God, inspired by the
Holy Spirit, and preserved by divine providence
could have withstood the battering of skeptic's
heavy hammers of centuries.
The Bible often judged by men, is rather
to judge all men (John 12:48). It is indestructible (Matthew 24:35) and unchangeable (Psalm
119:89). It instills faith (John 20:30, 31) and
exposes error (2 Timothy 4:2). As man's guide,
it instructs on how to live (Titus 2:11,12;
Romans 12:1,2). It is a book sometimes,
like its Author, "despised and rejected of
men." Yet, man rejects the Bible at his own
peril. Proverbs 13:13 says "whoso despiseth
the word shall be destroyed but he that f eareth
the commandment shall be rewarded." Our
attitude toward the Bible is heaven's attitude
toward us. No book transcends in value or
power like God's amazing book.

P. O. Box 506

God's Amazing Church

LaFayette, GA 30728

There is no greater nor higher institution
than the church for which Jesus died. The
church of the Lord is God designed (Ephesians
3:9,10); blood bought (Acts 2:47; 20:28); and
heaven bound (1 Thessalonians 4:16,17). Christ
is its head (Ephesians1:20-23); the Bible is
its guide (2 Peter 1:21); and God the object
of its adoration (John 4:24; Ephesians 3:20,21).
It is a gospel church (1 Corinthians 15:1-4);
a peoples' church (Acts 10:34,35; John 6:37);
an obedient church (Acts 2:42); a praying
church (1 Thessalonians 5:1 7); a united church
(Acts 2:44; 4:32); an evangelistic church (Acts
8:4), and a triumphant church (Matthew 16:18).
The wonderfulness of this glorious Kingdom
cannot be improved upon. All men and women
today have the happy prospect of becoming
members of God's amazing church.

IF YOU UVE IN THE PADUCAH
OR SOUTHERN ILLINOIS AREAS:

ThB Heath Church of Christ
Challen
)'OCJ to "Search thB

Scriptures~ to live as "Ths Bible
Speaks"

BE SURE TO WATCH
EVERY SUNDAY

AFTERNOON ON.•.

•

--

"THE BIBLE SPEAKS..
t2:00
"SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES"
12:30
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whis pering, laughin g, sleeping or worried
about the preac her r unni ng a little overtime
in his gospe l message. We must be sin cere
in our worshi p t o God .
l.t is not e nough for our wors hip to be in
spirit (sin cerel y offe red), it must likewi se
be in truth. It must be "by faith" (Hebrews
11:4, Romans 10:17). It must be authorized
by Chris t in the New Testam e nt.
Sing

WORSHIP

The word worship a nd
its derivatives, worshipped,
worshippeth, and worshipping, a re found in t he
King
James
translation
of the Bible more than
200 times. If for no other
reason, this s hould ca use
us to be interest ed in
the subject.
Every one
is a worshipper. We e ither
worship God or we worship a false God. Man
has an inborn nat ure to worship something-he
will either worship the Creator or the created
(Romans 1:23-25).
God , sin ce t he beginning of time, has wante d
man to worship Him. Not only has He al ways
wanted man to worship Him, but He has al ways
been very specific as t o how He wante d the
worship offered unto Him. It is very evide nt
by examples in the Bible t ha t God will not
accept worship offered that is not according
to the instruction tha t He has given.
In the first hum an family, Cain and Abel,
sons of Adam a nd Eve, both worshipped God.
He accepted Abel's offering and rejected
Cain's offering. The Hebrew writer tells
us that "by faith Abel offered unto God a
more exe llent sacrifice than Cain" (Hebrews
11 :4). Since "faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17),
we know that God had given inst ruction t o
them concerning their worship. God would
not accept just any worship then and ne ither
will he today.
If we would worship God acceptably today,
we must be guided by Hi s word . Jes us said,
"God is a Spirit: and the y that wo rship him
must worship him in spiri t and in truth" (John
4:24). Here Jesus la id down t wo essent ial
elements r elat ive to acceptable worship--it
must be offered in the right spirit a nd be
according t o t he truth. Much worship offered
to God is unacceptable beca use of the spirit
in which it is offered. Worship is indeed
a serious matter and must be treated seriously.
We cannot worship God in spiri t while our 4
minds are on wor dly t hings or while we a re

The New Test a me nt authori zes Christians
t o sing as worship (1 Corinthi ans 14:15;
Ephesians 5:19; Colossia ns 3:16).
Singing
is a uthori zed, it can be done 11 by fai th." There
is a bsolutely no a uthori za t ion in the New
Testa ment for the playing of a mechani cal
instrument in worship and God will not accept
it as worship unto Hi m.
Pray

The

early C hris tians worshipped God in
We have a uthori zation for this in
the New Testa ment (L uke 18:1; 1 Corinthians
14:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:1 7,18). "By fait h"
we can address our prayers to God through
Jesus Christ. We may not, by fait h, address
our praye rs to , nor through some 11 saint 11 or
Mary or any othe r pe rson li ving or dead. Such
will not be heard of God.

prayer.

Give

The New Test a me nt authroizes Christia ns
to give of the ir means on t he first day of
the week as worship to God (1 Corinthians
16:1,2; 2 Corinthia ns 9: 6,7). This we can
do as worship in truth. There is no authorization for the churc h to have yard sales, spaghetti
s uppers, e t c . for the purpose of ra ising money
t o carry on the work of t he church. Such
is a violation of God's word and will be r e jected
just as He re ject ed Cain and his offering.
Lord's Supper

The New Test a me nt authori zes the Lord's
Supper t o be obse rved on t he Lord's Day,
the first day of t he week (Acts 20:7). One
may not, "by faith 11 eat the Lord's Supper
less frequently tha n on the fi r st day of every
week nor on any other da y t ha n the first
day of the week (Sunday). One, in doing so,
would not be worshipping 11 in spirit a nd in
tr uth 11 and therefore, his worship would be
sinful and unacceptable .
(Continued on page 11)

As he went down he clut ched a ledge near
the top.
Hanging precariously, he began
to pray a nd cry a nd beg for mercy. His fi ngers
beca me numb a nd hi s hold gave way. He
fell a few inc hes and hit the bottom-and
began to swear. The well s hould have bee n
a hundred fee t deep. The fact t hat death
sobers wicked me n when it com es near argues
strongly for sobe r thinking a nd right living
all along the journey. A man who thinks
it worth while to call on God in the face
of death should serve him in the prime of
life. I have seen death gripping a young man
whose bod y was rotten with disease due to
his own sins. His loved ones stood by with
bla nched and tea rstained faces . The doctor
shook hi s head hopelessly. The final gesture
of this vi ctim of sin was to call for a preacher
a nd cry in despair for divine help. He had
nothing but conte mpt for preachers and prayer
meetings while he was in health. To fear
God and keep his commandments is still the
whole duty and happiness of ma n. "The fool
hath said in his heart, There is .no God ." And
even a fool will take it back when the c hill
of death is on him.

THE BEST REMEDY FOR SCOFFERS
C led E. Wallace

Argument does not often impress the scoffin g s keptic. A bad s pell of sickness will
usually do him more good than argum e nt
will. Elijah scared Ahab int o going softly
a nd putting on sackcloth and sitting in ashes
by telling him bluntly that the dogs would
li ck his blood where they licked t he blood
o f Na both. A r ugged Westerner told me tha t
whe n a horse fell on a cowboy, the co wboy
ne ve r "cussed the horse" until he go t the
horse off of him . Scoffing and blasphe my
beco me silent in the presence of danger a nd
death, whi ch is a tribute to the faith that
alone can promise decisive victory over death
and the grave. There is a current story about
a n old reprobate who was prowling around
one night and fell into an a ba ndoned well.

GOSPEL ADVOCATE
September 23, 193 7

VREED -EN-HOOP
SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE
Guy F. Hester

I, along with my son Ferrell, ha ve just
returned from what I believe to be a very
profitable trip to Guyana. We found t he
Bhola fa mily well and the church and the
School of the Bible going s trong. Although
we experienced some diffi cult y due to engine
problems on the Guyana plane a nd we re held
up in Miami, all in all it was the s moothest
tri p t hat I have bee n on to Guyana . Our luggage
arrived on time and we made it through cust oms
with no hassle at all. Due to the delay of
our fli ght in Miami, brothe r Bhola was not
a t th e a irport to meet us, but we took a taxi
to Vreed-en- Hoop a nd "s urpri sed" th e Bholas.
We were soon settled in a nd the st udents
were notified of our being there and our work
got underway immediately. Brother Bhola
had just comple ted giving tests a nd we went
ove r all the results and were pleased that
all fo urteen stude nts made passing grades.
Of co urse, some did much better t ha n ot he rs,
but considering their various backgrounds

a nd ed ucation, they all did exceptionally
wen. In addition to the r egular studies, we
ga ve a n overvi ew of the book of Acts and
also studied such s ubjects as "The Second
Co ming of Chri st," "Pre millennialism, 11 "Denom inationalis m,11 "Worship," etc.
In addition t o th e class work, we counseled
with the students, preached seventeen times,
laid out pla ns for our next visit in March
when we will be using our stude nts in a ca mpaign in Parika, an area that is thickly populat ed, but has not c hurch. We plan to est a blis h
a c hurc h there a nd use some of the stude nts
to conduct Sunday servi ces for them .
In a l etter that brother Bhola wrote to
the c hurch at Heath, he said , in part, "We
are planning upon brother Hester's return
to ca mpaign in Parika where we plan to plant
a new congregation a nd our Bi ble School
s tude nts would be used grea tly on this project.
5

(Continued on page 9)

me n and be baptized for the rem1ss10n of
his sins (Matthew 10:32-33; Mark 16:16; Luke
13:3). God stresses the urgency of obeying
the gospel. "•••Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation ••• "
(2 Corinthians 6:2).
Every non- Christian
who is accountable for his sins is implored
to obey the commandments of God and receive
salvation. (2) The erring child of God who
has disgraced the Lord's name and His church
by wicked and wayward conduct should come
down t he aisle and make things right with
God and his brethren. The Bible teaches
that God's people can fall fro m grace (Galatians
5:4). For that reason, God has issued a second
law of pardon; whereby, His children can
continue to receive the forgiveness of their
sins by the ever-flowing blood of Christ (1
John 1:7). Repentance and confession of
the sin and prayer unto God by the brethren
on the sinner's behalf are God's instructions.
(3) A Christian who has move d into the comm unity or who has left another congregation
for scriptural reasons should desire to place
his membership with a faithf ul congregation
so that he can properly be identified with
his fell ow laborers and be under the direction
of elders. Remember that God receives glory
through the church (Ephesia ns 3:21). One
who wanders from place t o place usually
will not remain strong in the Lord. Too many
attractions and inconveniences can lure him
away.
Following the preacher's sermon, a good
custom which has been observed through
the years is to stand and sing an invitation
song for those described above. However
in recent years, this method has been abused
e ven to the point of undermining God's gospel
and the seriousness of sin. More and more,
there are Christians who walk down the aisle,
not to place membership with t he congregation
nor to confess sins and ask for God's forgiveness, but they come stating that they want
to "rededicate their lives unto the Lord."
Friend, this writer is confused when such
takes place. First, the person does not come
forward publicly stating that he has committed
public sin. Instead, he or she (in a round
about way) acknowledges that he has not
lived up to his potential. Well, who has?
"Rededication" is a determination that every
Christian should make every day. "Examine

REDEDICATION OR RESTORATION?
Ronnie Whittemore

"If
you
are
subject
to
heaven's
invitation,
either as an alien sinner
or as an erring child of
God, why not co me now
as
together
we
stand
and sing for your encourageme nt."
Perhaps
every
reader has heard these
words or something similar
hundreds
of times.
A
gospel preacher will conclude his sermon
with a gospel invitation. Also, somewhere
in the lesson, maybe at the close, he will
state God's redemptive plan for the sinner
outside of Christ and also mention God's
terms of pardon for the wayward child of
God.
Lately, some brethren are criticizing the
gospel invitation and the mentioning of God's
plan of salvation. Some "scholarly" brethren
have decided that s uch an appeal breaks the
flow of the lesson. If one compares a gospel
sermon to a l ecture or spee ch as given by
businessmen and politicians, then the c ustomary
closing of a gospel sermon is a bit awkward
and unusual.
However, gospel preaching
is not a lecture or speech as delivered by
worldly men. The message is not the same.
The emphasis is not the sam e. A gospel sermon
is informative, instructional and declarative.
Its intent is spirit ual. Its purpose is to save
the lost and edify the saved. Gospel preaching
also demands persuasion. The apostle Paul
wrote, "Knowing therefore the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men ••• " (2 Corinthians
5:11). The gospel invitation and its accompanying remarks strive to this end. It is always
good and proper to extend the Lord's invitation
and tell men what to do to be saved (Acts
2:37-40; 3:19).

ln a public address of God's message, there
are two or three t ypes of people that prea chers
try to encourage to walk down the a isles
in answer to heaven's call. (1) Having believed
a nd repented, the pe rson who needs salvation
from his past sins should walk down the a isle
and confess the sweet name of Ch rist before

yourse lve s, whether ye be in t he faith; prove
your own selves•.. " (2 Corinthians 13:5).

However, if a person has committed sin,
then an earnest desire to g row spiritua lly
6
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REDEDICATION OR ••••

(Continued from page 6)
is not equivalent to receiving a pardon for
that sin. "For godly sorrow worketh repentance
to salvation not to be repented: but the sorrow
of the wor'ld worketh death" (2 Corinthians
7:10). Second, the awfulness and shame of
sin are ignored when one states that he wants
to "rededicate" himself to the Lord. "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness" (lJohn 1:9). Friend,
sin is serious. Simon the sorcerer was told
to "repent therefore of this thy wickedness,
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine
heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive
that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and
in the bond of iniquity" (Acts 8:22-23). Peter
plainly and frankly explained the terrible
danger that Simon's soul faced if he should
remain in his sin. The tragedy and grave
consequences of sin were not overlooked.
James stated, "Confess your faults one to
another, and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much" (James
5:16). The Bible describes and teaches restoration of the soul, not "rededication" of the
soul (Matthew 18:15; Galatians 6:1).
Now perhaps some are thinking, "Preacher,
you are getting rather picky." Friends, this
writer is not speaking of those who may desire
the prayers of the church on behalf of sick
relatives, or because of hardships and trials
that have tested their faith. But friend,
think for a moment. When was the last time
that you can recall that an erring child of
God who brought shame and disgrace upon
the Lord's church, came down the aisle and
conf~ his sin and asked for the prayers
of the church? On one occasion, this writer
witnessed at an area gospel meeting that
about five young people came forward during
the invitation song and wanted to "rededicate"
their lives to God. Had they sinned against
God? They did not say so specifically nor
did they mention their sins. Were they desiring
the prayers of the righteous saints because
of sickness or death of loved ones? Evidently
not, such was not expressed. Were they
acknowledging weaknesses like neglect of
Bible study and personal prayer? They did
not say. Had they been disobedient children
to their parents? They did not say. Had
they sinned against God privately in which
personal penitence, confidential confession
and private prayer unto their Heavenly Father
would have been sufficient? They did not 7
say. This writer did not know why they came

to the front and he doubts whether anyone
else actually knows why.
This "rededi'Cation" idea when applied
to sin actually whitewashes sin. At the least,
it downplays sin. When people make a public
statement of wanting to "rededicate" their
lives to God, what are they actually_ saying?
If one has · sinned publicly by stealing, then
why not state, "I have sinned. I am guilty
of stealing." Then the guilty one admits
his sin. Those sinned against know and God
knows that the guilty is making amends. If
he has sinned only against God, then he should
go to his closet in prayer with a penitent
heart. The public invitation is not designed
to accommodate everyone's personal sins.
If so, then everyone would come down the
aisles each time that the saints assemble.
This writer fears that the young people
especially are not being taught properly the
danger and serious consequences of sin-death
(Romans 6:23; James 1:13-15). By saying,
"I want to rededicate my life to God," they
are avoiding the acknowledgement of sin.
When confronted by Nathan th~ prophet concerning his sin with Bathsheba, David said,
"I have sinned" (2 Samuel 12:13).
·
The lesson is simple. One must know what
sin is. We, as Christians, must admit to sin
and make things right with God. We must
teach our children these things. We must
be reminded also. Denominationalism uses
the word, "rededicate." The Bible uses the
word, "restore." Let us "speak as the oracles
of God."
10015 Woodville Rd.
Kevil, KY 42053

WHAT MUST I DO
TO HE SAVED?
HEAR the gospel of Christ
Romans 10:13-17.
BELIEVE in Christ.
Mark 16:15-16.
REPENT of past sins
Acts 2::16-47.
CONFESS faith in Chl'ist
Romans 10:9-10

BE BAPTISED into· Christ
Acts i2:1G. I Pet. 3:21.
LIVE FAITHFUl..LY'
Roman~ 12:1-2.

B. The word of God is disregarded a nd
disobe yed by the majorit y (2 Peter
3:2; Mark 16:1 5-16; Ephes ians 4:4-6 ).
C. Provisions for the needy are withh eld
(Matthew 25:31-46 ).
D. The kingdom of hea ven is give n leftove rs
of time, talents, and tre asures (Matthew
25:14-30; 6:19-21, 33 ; 2 Peter 1:9).
E. The gospel invita tion is bei ng ignored
(Matthew 11:28-30; Acts 24:24).

FORGE'ITING GOD
Jeremiah 2:32

ill. The Consequence of It All.

A. There will be no "passove r" on the res urrection morning.
1. Refere nces: John 5:28-29; Revelation
20:12-13.
2. Illustra tion: The re is a burial ground
in Poland where names have been
left off of stones; thinking the angel
of death will passove r when calling
the na mes of the righteous and wicked.
B. Forgetting God will not go unforgotten
(Deuteronomy 8: 19; Psalm 9:17; Isaiah
65:1 1-12; Lamentations3:17; 2 Thessalonia ns 1:7-9).
C. A ri c h landlord once oppressed a poor
widow.
1. Her son saw it and upon becoming
a great artist portrayed t his horrible
thing on canvas and placed it where
t he landlord could see it .
2. It s mote his conscie nce, but he could
not buy it.
3. We will face t his life again, but not
in reinca rna tion as the popular song
"Highwayman."

Introduction:
1. Give some background inform a tion regarding
the life a nd t im es of Jeremiah the prophe t.
2. The Reader's Diges t
has the section called ,
"My most unforgett a ble
charact er."
Nobody
is forgotten a ny more
than our Lord!
3. Forgetting the Lord
appears
to
be
an
impossibility.
warnings
a. God's
s how it is probable
(Deuteronomy 6:10-15; 8:11-14).
b. History proves it is possible (Judges
· 3:7 ; Isaiah 17:10; Roma ns 1:28).
4. In view of our subject, le t us consider
the following:
I. The Care of God for Man (Psalm 8:4; Hebrew s 2:6).
A. God cares for man's physical needs
(James 1:17; Matthew 6:11, 25-3 0).
B. God cares for man's social needs (Genesis
2:18; Proverbs 18:22).
C. God cares fo r ma n's spiritua l needs
(Genesis 1: 26- 27; 2:7; 3:15; Matthew
1:21; Romans 5:8; 1:16; 2 Timothy
3:1 6-17).
D. God cares for man's eternal needs (John
14:1- 3; 1 T hessalonians 4: 16-17; Philippians 3:21).
II. The Callousness of Mankind toward God.
A. Young people waste t heir lives in sinful
indulgences.
1. Refere nces: Ecclesiastes 12: 1; Galatians 5:19-21 ; Jam es 4:4.
2. Illustration: When the tomb of Charlemagne was opened two centuries
ago, the s keleton was clothed in purple
holding a sceptre in the bony ha nd;
seated on a ma rble slab with a New
Tes tament on its knee and a finger
pointing to Matthe w 16:26.

Conclusion:
1. We have seen that t he act of forgetting
God is a n ungrateful, demonstrated, tragic
act.
2. While you are for getting God, you are
re membering the Devil! Why does he
get so much of our tim e when he has done
nothing good for us.
3. Remembering God is more tha n saying
"yes" to His exist ence. It is submitting
to Hi s will.
922 Heri t age Drive
Sylacauga, A L 3 5150
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has been declared by God in the setting forth
of His Son. In a word, it is God's righteousness.
In verse 25, His righteousness is declared
"for the remission of sins that are past, through
the forebearance of God." This statement
gives strong affirmation that God did right
when He was forgiving sins that had occurred
in Old Testament days. Forgiveness of all
sin, any sin, at any time, before or after
the death of Christ, is forgiven only because
of the atoning blood of Christ. Berry's Interlinear is helpful here. The phrase "for the
remission of sins that are past," is rendered,
"in respect of the passing by that had before
taken place sins." God had passed by the
sins that had taken place without exacting
penalty for the sins. He did so, and could
do so justifiably, because of the eventual
atonement for those sins being made by the
blood of Christ.
Verse 26 gives emphasis to the time element
of God's righteousness being made manifest.
"To declare, I say, at this time his
righteousness." "This time" is in contrast
to any previous time. It is now, Paul said,
in the gospel age, through the blood of Christ
that God's righteousness is made known to
all (cf. Romans 1:16, 17). God's righteousness
is established because of two things. One,
He is just, and two, He is the justifier of
him which believeth in Jesus. He is just purely
because the penalty for sin has now been

VREED-EN-HOOP SCHOOL ••••
(Continued from page 5)

As time goes by and our students gain more
experience, we would, under the guidance
of brother Hester, be able to spread out and
establish more congregations where there
is none. With this type of thrusts, there would
be great expansion and opportunities would
be given for our students to teach and preach.
We are in desperate need of your prayers •••• Brethren, we are greatly encouraged and enthusiasm is high! We are praising God for his 9

paid. The demands of justice have been met.
God passed by imposing death, the just penalty
for sin, upon man in ti me past; but now, in
the death of Christ, whom God "set forth,"
the price for man's sin has been paid. God,
Himself, is the justifier in that it was He
who provided the sin atonement, the propitiation for our sins.
It is evident that the truths of this passage
are central, not only to New Testament Christianity, but to the entire scheme of God's
redemption of man. Almost all of the great
and essential elements of salvation are brought
together here in the third chapter of Romans,
verses 24-26. These essentials are identified
by the terms: redemption, grace, mercy,
faith, law (implied by God's standard of
righteousness), propitiation, just, justifier.
In each and every reference to these lofty
truths, it is the Lamb of God who is central
to the establishing of each. Through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the righteousness
of God is declared.
-Endnotes-

1Vincent, Marvin R., Word Studies in the
New Testament, Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand
Ra~ids, MI, 1969, p. 43.
The Analytical Greek Lexicon, Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI, 1970. .
Pennville church of Christ
Route 2, Box 147
Summerville, GA 30747

help and blessing upon us."
The Lord willing, brother Larry Montgomery
and I will leave on March 7 and arrive in
Guyana on March 8. We need your prayers
and thank you for your continued support
in this great work.
Although our last trip was not a campaign,
we baptized five. Pray for these new Christians
that they might remain faithful and grow
into useful servants for His cause in Guyana.
1101 Airport Circle
Jasper, AL 35501

THE WORTHY WOMAN

Proverbs 31:10-31
We hea r of many types
of
wome n
these days.
The re a re beautiful women,
career wome n, sophistocated women, and liberated
women, but you hardly
e ver hear of a godly or
"worthy woman 11 (1 Timothy
2:10).
That is because
the world is not interested
""' in such.
The description of t he virtuous woman
in Proverbs 31 is the apex of womanhood.
It is 11 designed to show what wives the wome n
should make and what wives the men should
c hoose. 11 1 We have the abridgment of this
in 1 Timothy 2:9-10 a nd 1 Peter 3:1- 6. The
manner in which the question is put in verse
ten suggests that a truly "worthy woman"
is difficult to find . But she can be found
where women of the Word are found. Indeed,
the world needs the stability and strength
of godly women. They a re needed in the
home. Mothers who work at home are the
unsung heroines of socie ty; few see or appreciate what they do.2 They are needed in t he
community (Matthew 5:13- 16).
He rein is a picture of womanhood that
is by no means unbelievable, but rather attainable to all who aspire to it. We have before
us the character of a woman of genuine worth;
fi rst, in general (verses 10-12), secondly,
in its component parts (verses 13-29), and
thirdly, in summary (verses 30-31).
The Worthy Woman In General
(Verses 10-12)
1. She is worthy ("virtuous," KJV). The
word 11 worthy" literally means, "a woman
of strength," or power both of body and mind.
She may be the weaker vessel physically,
but she is often s uperior morally and spiritually.
The word describes those who a re "able"
(Exod us 18:21). It describes character (Cf.,
Ruth 3:11). It should be remembered t hat
in Proverbs Solomon gave many warnings
regarding 11 strange wome n," that is, t he fornica- 10
ting, lewd, lustful a nd adulterous type.

2. She is trustworthy (verse 11). Her
husba nd has no cause to fea r a nything wh ich
he e ntrust s to her , whether it be his name,
home, livelihood or children. Married couples
must be a ble to trust each other. No marriage
ca n survive in jealousy and mi strust. It is
a mi stake to marry someone you cannot trust.
3. She is good (verse 12). She is a good
helpmeet (Genesis 2:18). She has her husband 1s
good al ways in view. Her good is unmixed-she
will do him good and not evil. Her good is
constant and pe r manent , that is, "until death
do us part."
The Worthy Woman In Particular
(Verses 13-29)
1. She is a willing worker (verses 13-15).
In the hom e she is noted for her indust ry
and labor (Tit us 2:5). She is no sluggard (Proverbs 6:6). "Man works from morn to set
of s un , but a woman 1s work is never done.
She is c hef, clot hes designer and maker, inte rior
decorator, gardener, educational director,
budget keeper-sweetheart a nd mother. She
holds more positions than the e ntire presidential
cabinet. 11 3 Note in these verses that she,
(A) Is a good keeper of her home, (B) Cares
for her family, and (C) Sees that they are
well fed and tended to.
2. She is business like (ve rse 16). She provides for the growing needs of her family.
The word "consider" suggests that she is wise
and prudent and does not make financial
decisions without careful forethought. The
management of a home is no s mall time
business. Home is where character is built,
happiness is c reated and enlarged a nd souls
are prepared for eternity. (Ephesisans 6:1 - 4;
1 Peter 3:1-3; Ephesisns 5: 22- 33).
3. She is strong (verse 17). The worthy
woman has a strong physical body. She takes
good care of herself beca use health care
is not a trivial thing to the Christian (1 Corinthians 6:1 9-20). You will not fi nd her out
all hours of the night drinking, and smoking
and destroying herself. The very acts of
bearing and rearing children requires a physical
stamina that most men know nothing of.
4. She is appreciative (verse 18a). That
is in regard to things that a re good (Romans
12:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:21). She perceives
the value of her work even when no one else
does. She has a sense of value regarding
good things for her family.
5. She is watchful (verse 18b). This suggests
the idea of preparedness. It is a fact t hat

(Con t inued on page 11)
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a good mother is in tune to the needs of her
children whatever the hour of day or night.
6. She is skillful (verse 19). The "distaff"
(ASV) was used to hold wool while spinning.
The use of it denotes skill. We might say,
"She put her hand to the work." She is an
example of her work and does not consider
it an insult to her liberty nor disparagement
to her dignity.
7. She is charitable (verse 20). It is not
her wish to enrich herself by witholding (Proverbs 21:26; 1 John 3:17). She sees those
in need and reaches out to help.
8. She is confident (verse 21). Her
confidence is the result of her preparation.
She is prepared for all eventualities. She
does not let the summer go by in idleness,
but prepares for the time of greatest need
(Proverbs 6:6-11 ).
9. She is attractive (verse 22). After
providing for others, she also provides for
herself. She appreciates comfort and beauty.
Even if she appreciates the finer things, she
is not so vain as to imagine that her primary
adorning is outward (Cf. 1 Peter 3:3-6).
10. She is good for her husband (verse
23). A man is known somewhat by the
companion of his life. By his association
with her he improves himself. By his cheerful
attitude and pleasant humor it appears that
he has an agreeable wife at home. For those
who do not, have their tempers soured because
of problems at home.
11. She is acquainted with real value (verses
24-25). She manages her affairs in this life,
but knows what is most important. She "shall
rejoice in time to come." That is, she has
a good disposition: a sense of humor, not
scorn; optimism, not pessimism; cheer, not
gloom.
12. She is wise (verses 26-29). The counsel
she offers is that of wisdom and common
sense. She is an adviser, but not a gossiper.
She is a conversationalist, but not a slanderer.
Kindness is the law of her tongue. She is
not given to harsh words, sarcastic jibes or
nagging (Proverbs 27:15). Her husband and
children praise her. It is a laudable instance
of marital love for husbands to give their
wives their due praises.
The Worthy Woman In Summary

who fears the Lord shall have praise of God
(Romans 2:29; 13:3). Let her works praise
her. Let all that she does be spoken of as
a memorial to her, and the nobility of womanhood as God would have it to be.
-Endnotes1 Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry's Commen.2!!. the Whole Bible, Vol. 3, p. 973.
Roy H. Lanier, Sr., "The Worthy Woman,"
Teachers Annual Lesson Commentary, March
25, 1951, p. 76.
3poy E. Wallace, Jr., The One Book Analyzed
and Outlined, p. 229.
tar~

540 Tattnall
Milledgeville, GA 31061
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Teach
The New Testament authorizes Christians
to teach and preac.. the word. Christians
in the early church did this. The record says,
"And they continued steadfastly in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of
bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). This was
a very real part of the activities of Christian
worship and work in the first century. Paul
admonishes, "Preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine"
(2 Timothy 4:2).
Are you worshipping God "in spirit and
in truth ?" Only those who have rendered
obedience to the gospel by belief, repentance,
confession and baptism can thus worship
Him (Hebrews 11:6; Luke 13:3; Matthew
10:32,33; Acts 2:38). Even children of God
cannot "worship him in spirit and in truth"
if there are sins in their lives of which they
need to repent (Acts 8:22).
1101 Airport Circle
Jasper, AL 35501

Moving?

(Verses 30-31)

Virtue will have its praise (Philippians
2:8). The woman who reveres the Lord is
God's standard of ideal womanhood. A woman 11
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Dea r Sirs:

Please put my name on the mailing list
for
the
GOSPEL
GLEANER.
It
was
reco mmended to me as an exce llent paper.

Would you please add my nam e t o your
ma iling list? I would like ver-y much t o rece ive
t he GOS PEL GL EANE R on a regular basis.
Than k you.
Thank you.
Yours In Christ,
Terry Gi llim
Whitesville, KY

Dear brethren:
Thank you,
Stanley Freeman
Oneonta, AL

Dear brother Whittemore :
I pray this letter finds you in good health
and your work advancing the cause of Christ.
The men of the Grand Ledge congregation
would like to request that a bundle of 15
copies of your paper, GOSPEL GLEANER,
be sent to the church building.
Thank you for your stand for the t ruth
and may the Lord continue to bless your
endeavors as you "earnestly contend for the
the truth."
In Christ's Service,
Keith B. Cozort
Grand Ledge, MI

Dear brethren:
Please add my name t o your subsc ript ion
list.

I r eceived a copy of the GOSPEL GLEANER
brother Guy Hester sev eral months
ago and found the articles are very interesting
and sound. I would apprecia t e it if you could
send me a copy of the publication and if you
have some back issues, I w ould like them
also. Please find enc losed a small contribution
for the great service you a re providing for
our Master.
May God continue His b lessings on this
great effort.

from

In Him,
James L. Powel l
Pinon, New Mexico

Dear brother Dillon:
I picked up a copy of the GOSPEL
CLEA NER somewhere last year, and it was
good. Will you please put me on your mailing
list .
If ba ck issues are av aila ble, please let

me know.
Thanks in adv ance .

Fratema lly,
James E. Rogers
Duluth, GA

Yours f o r Him,
Walton Weave r
Longvie w, TX

GOSPEL GLEANER
10025 Woodville Road
Kevil, Kentucky 42053
Forwarding & Address Correction Requested

Non Profit Org .
U. S. Postage Paid
Kevil, KY
Pennit No. 4

Number 2

Volume 5

THE STRICTNESS OF
GOD'S LAW
Roy J. Heam
(Prefatory:

Before this article is written,

a prayer is sent forth to the throne of God
that (1) They always be stri ctly in harmony
with God's word; (2) that t he writer may
have wisdom to say what is needed and to
couch each article in proper language; (3)
that r ead ers have no trouble understanding;
(4) that these writings will help strengthen
the faith of readers; (5) that there by God
w ill be glorif ied and His word exalted and
respected. Your prayers to these ends will
also be appr eciated).

Beyond a shadow of a doubt, the Bible
is the ve rbally inspired word of God and a
faithful translation into a nother language
is s till the inspired word of God, and just
as binding as when originally written. In
view of the fact that so many today re ject
the Bible as being authoritative, it is thought
to be worthw hile to be impressed with t he
strictness of God's inspired word.
Law Defined
Briefly sta t ed: "Law is a rule of act ion
laid down by the s upe rior t o be obeyed by
the in ferior." All things are governed by
law, and there are two types: Impressed
and expressed. God has impressed his laws
upon all nature, tha t e ve ry plant and a nimal
bring forth afte r his kind (G enesis 1). The
planets move with precision, according to
law. In all nature the law s are strict and
unc hangeable . The Bible contains the expressed

(spoken or written) law addressed to the human
mind. It is designed to order the life and
condu ct of humanity. Christ is the law- giver,
and every soul is required to hear him or
be destroyed (Acts 3:22-23).
One is saved, made free from sin by law.
This is clearly stated in Roma ns 8:2. Jesus
sai d the truth makes free (John 8: 32); but
God's law is truth (Psalm 119:142, 151),
therefore, one is made free by the law of
God . The word of C hrist is "the law of faith"
(Roma ns 3:27). God's laws are not according
to hum an wisdom, but a re to be respected
and obeyed (1 Corinthians 1:18-31). In view
of the increasing attitude that God's laws
are not binding, but are elastic, it . is in order
to be reminded that nobody se ts aside God's
will without guilt. Things written aforetime
were written for our learning (Romans 15:4),
a nd can make people wise unto salvation
(Ephesians 5:17; 2 Timothy 3:15).
Some Apparently Foolish
Laws of God
1. The Passover. No question that God
could have saved Israel from Egyptian bondage
without any conditions. But in preparation
he required them to s prinkle a nimal blood
upon th e side posts and lintels of the doors,
otherwise the firstborn in every house would
die . To fail was folly (Exodus 12). Present- day
(Continued on page 3)
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THE

BO()K

OF KNOWLEJX}E
Bill Dillon

0ther
books
tell
us
what men suppose, the
Bible tells us what God
knows."
The Bible is
now what it has alw ays
been;
the
one
great
inspired book. No other
volume is the guide book
of life for the Christia n.
The
Bible
speaks
everywhere with divine
authority, thus it demands man's submission.
As the Bible is the fountainhead of authority
in religion, how can any man rightly a nswer
the probing questions of life unless he goes
to the Bible?
The Bible reveals what only can be learned
from the Bible, "What is salvation and how
is it obtained?" The Bible is comprehensive
in its knowledge of eternal things. "If every
book but the Bible were destroyed, not a
single spiritual truth would be lost." Its sacred
contents beckons men to "give attendance
to reading" (1 Timothy 4:13); "Meditate upon
these things" (1 Timothy 4:15); and "study
11

of powerful Bible truths has sa tisfied millions
and brought peace and joy to more souls than
you and I could count. If the Book of
Knowledge is rejected, what is offered in
its pla ce? Only the empty speculations of
unbelief.
We need to ponder well the
i mmeasurable
differen ce
between
true
knowledge that divine re velation brings and
the false knowledge begott en in the res tless
minds of vain men. Despise not the forme r
unless you a re abundantly satisfied in your
own contemplations that the latte r has
something solid and certain to give you.
There is a God. He is a God of Knowledge .
He is able and willing to communicate with
his creation. Hebrews 1:1, 2 tells how God
has s poken and continues to speak. Romans
10:8 says, "The word is nigh t hee."
P. 0. Box 506
LaFayette, GA 30728

Be Wise •••
Study Your

to show thyself approved •.• rightly dividing
the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2: 15). In John
8:32, Jesus said, "Ye shall know the truth
and the truth sha ll make you free"; sin ce

we are only free to the extent tha t we ha ve
knowledge, it is imperative to read, meditate
and study.
Precious knowledge gleaned from the
sacred pages tells us we can fr ee ourselves,
and others , from the false doctrines taught
in the na me of Christianity.
If we are assailed by doubts, the Bible
spea ks with certaint y to dispel the doubts
as morning dew before the sun (John 20:28;
Luke 1:4).
The ineffable light of the Divine Volum e
sheds its rays on matters beyond this word
(Luke 16:19-31; John 14:1-3); and directs
us how to conduct our lives in this prese nt
evil world (Titus 2:11, 12).
The knowledge of God's will and way for 2
us is scoffed at by some but the knowledge

Bible!
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Testament reaches the throne of God. (See
Proverbs 14:12; 28:26; 30:6).
3. King Saul. Please read 1 Samuel 15.
Exodus 17:8-15 tells of an unprovoked attack
upon Israel in the desert by the A maleki tes.
Some 400 years later God commanded King
Saul to utterly destroy the Amalekites and
all their possessions. However, Saul and
the people spared King Agag and the best
of the flocks and herds. Upon return Saul
said to Samuel, "I have obeyed the
commandment of the Lord." As brother Foy
E. Wallace, Jr. said, "About that time an
old cow bellowed and called him a liar" (1
Samuel 15:14). They almost had obeyed the
Lord's command, but their partial obedience
turned out to be total disobedience. This
teaches us (Romans 15:4) that nobody can
deliberately set aside God's command and
be acceptable to Him. Perhaps King Saul
in his vanity wanted to make a great display.
Samuel showed Saul that God has greater
delight in one's obedience than in mere
sacrifice. Ostentation, showiness and display
have never been part of God's plan for man.
To follow way!i unknown to the Bible,
unauthorized by God's word, is rebellion,
and is yet as the sin of witchcraft, iniquity
and idolatry (1 Samuel 15:23). Saul was
rejected for his rebellion. "There is a way

religionists would offer many excuses for
not doing so, but would have had to suffer
the com;equences.
2. The Brazen Serpent. Numbers 21:4-9
reveals that on one occasion when Israel
sinned, fiery serpents were sent among them
and many died. Moses prayed for mercy
and the Lord instructed him to make a serpent
of brass, place it upon a pole in the midst
of the camp, and those who looked upon it
would be healed. What a foolish way to heal
snake bite! The virtue was not in the brazen
serpent, but with God, and He healed those
who obeyed his condition. What of those
who refused to look?
3. Restoring Sight to the Blind. John
9:1-10 tells of a man born blind. Jesus made
an ointment of clay, placed it upon the eyes
of the man and ordered him to wash in the
pool of Siloam. The man obeyed and received
his sight. The healing power was not in the
water, but with Christ who healed him upon
his obedience. Though this and other laws
given were contrary to human wisdom, they
"got the job done" and the blessings promised
were never received until the conditions
were complied with. Other examples could
be given but these suffice to show that God
has not outlined his will to conform to human
wisdom.

that seemeth right to a man, but the end
thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs.
14:12).

4. Uzzah's Innocent Act. Second Samuel
6:1-7 records that as the Ark of the Covenant

Examples of the Strictness
of God's Law
1. Cain and Abel (Genesis 4:1-7). God
bore witness that Abel was righteous (Hebrews
11:4). This testimony was based upon Abel's
obedience, because he walked by faith (Romans
10:17). Cain's worship was rejected. Why?
Cain was a liberal. He felt it unnecessary
to abide within the limits of God's law of
worship. He seemed to think that because
he had some kind of faith he ought to be
accepted. He was not, and serves as warning
to us today, that in no wise should God's word
be altered or ignored.
2. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1-2).
Their duty was to burn incense in the tabernacle
service, but to do so they used fire from
an unauthorized source. It was "strange fire."
They took undue liberty with God's word.
God burned them to death at the door of
the tabernacle. This teaches us that when
God tells what to do and how to do it, that
eliminated all else. No liberties. No act
of worship now unauthorized in the New

was being removed from the house of Abinadab
back to Jerusalem, it was being hauled on
a new cart, driven by Uzzah and Ahio. When
the cart was shaken, spontaneously Uzzah
put forth his hand to steady it, and as soon
as his hand touched the Ark, the anger of
the Lord was kindled against him, and he
died there by the Ark. Why? Was he not
honest? Did he mean to disobey God? Was
his heart not right? Perhaps, but he violated
a positive command of God: "Neither shall
ye touch it lest ye die." With the many
examples before us, who can presume to
take liberties with God's word and do what
he pleases as long as he believes and is sincere?
All perversions bring the condemnation of
God (Galatians 1:6-9).
The Law of Christ Is

Also Strict
Seeing that every transgression under
the law of Moses received a just recompense
3

(Concluded on page 8)

THE A-B-C'S OF A CHRISTIAN

From
Romans
to
Jude,
God
has
gi ve n
His
people
twenty-one
epis tles
that
are
full
and
complete
wit h
instructions on how to
live the Christian life.
It often has been stated
that the book of Acts
tells one 11 wha t to do
to be saved" while the
epistles tell one 11 what to do to keep saved."
The New Testament is filled with warnings
that the child of God can fall from grace
and lose his soul, even though he may have
obeyed the first principles of God's gospel.
The apostle Paul cautioned, "Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest
he fall" (1 Corinthians 10:12). He also alerted

those believing Jews who were returning
to the faulty law of Moses, "Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are
justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace"
(Galatians 5:4).
There are many key passages that describe
the proper traits and characteristics that
every Christian should possess. The apostle
Peter wrote about building upon the foundation
of one's faith with virtue, knowledge,
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly
kindness and charity or love (2 Peter 1: 5-7).
Paul wrote of the fruit of the Spirit which
"is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness and temperance"
(Galatia ns 5:22-23).
However, within the

framework of God's marvelous Book, there
are other qualities which Christians need
in this trying time. They are the A- B-C's
of Christianit y.
A Is for Aggressiveness

The apostle Paul's signal for alarm in
the first century is just as appropriate now,
in this century, as it was then. "But evil
men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceived" (2 Timothy
3:13). He forewarned the Ephesian elders,
"For I know this, that after my departing
4
shall grievous wolves enter in among you,

no L sparing the flock. Also o{ your own se lves
shall men arise, speaking perver se things,
to draw away disc iples aft e r the m" (Acb
20: 29- 30).
No
wonde r
par t
of
God's
re quirements for elde rs is tha t they be wi lling
a nd able "to exhort and t o convince the
gainsayers" (Titus 1:9). J e:;us foretold of
"wolves in sheep's clothing " (~latthew 7:1 5).
Paul alerted the Corinthians of "false prophets,
deceitful workers, t ransforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ" (2 Corinthians
11:13). And as the Chri st ian looks a round

him, he acknowledg·es that "they are not
all dead yet!"
But the mere adm ittance that such t eachers
and their false doctrines exist is not enough.
The war has been waged be tween good and
evil, right and wrong, Chri s tianity and
heathenis m. Ever y Chris ti an mus t fight battles
daily. In so doing, he is ins tructed to "contend
for the faith 11 (Jude 3) and to be "set for the
defence of the gospel" (Philippians 1 :17).
And brethen , that cannot be accomplished
by apathy or indifferen ce. The soldier in
God's army cannot be passive. He cannot
idly sit by while others "fight the good fight."
This part of the Chris ti a n life requires
AGGRESSIVENESS. The Christian certainly
needs the "shield of faith" to defend the truth,
but he also must draw the "sw ord of the Spirit"
and attack. It often has been said that the
best defense is a good offense. Jesus drew
His sword at the bank of t he Jordan River
and threw away the scabbard (Matthew 3:13-17;
10:34-42).

A Christian will be "ready always to give
an answer" (1 Peter 3:15). He will "be ready
unto every good work" (Titus 3:1). He will
gladly proclaim the gospel e verywhere, even
in the face of adversity (Ro mans 1:15; Acts
21:13). His spirit will be stirred within him
at the observance of error and wrong doing
(Acts 17:16). In a nutshell, he will be
AGGRESSIVE in eve ry way in serving the
Lord.
B Is for Boldness

Just as zeal s hould be accompanied by
knowledge, likewise, aggressiveness should
be coupled with boldness or courage. Barnabas
and Paul exemplified boldness whenever they
faced hostile audiences of the Jews in the
synagogues. On one occasion, "when the
Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled
with envy, and spake aga inst those things
which were spoken by Paul, contradicting
and blaspheming..• Paul and Barnabas waxed
(Continued on page 5)

THE A-B-C'S OF ••• •
(Continued from page 4)
bold, and said, It was necessary that the word
of God should first have been spoken to you:
but seeing ye put it from you, and judge
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo,
we tum to the Gentiles" (Acts 13:45-46).

Daniel abo typified courage and boldness
when he "purposed in his heart" that he would
not defile himself with the king's meats and
wine (Daniel 1 :8). As a result, he had to
face lions in their den. Joseph had the boldness
to flee the lustful advances of Potipher's
wife even though he was imprisoned because
of her lies (Genesis 39). John the Baptist
was beheaded for his boldness and James
was killed with the sword for his courage,
but they would not swerve from the truth
of their God. Peter and John were arrested
for preaching Jesus Christ of Nazareth (Acts
4:10), but they boldly remarked, "We cannot
but speak the things which we have seen
and heard" (Acts 4:20). In fact, their boldness
was a testimony to their being with Jesus
(Acts 4:13).
Christians face daily trials. They must
endure mockings. They encounter ridicule
in the work place, the classroom, and
sometimes at the church building. Yet, they
meet these challenges and disputings boldly.
They refuse to play the part of a coward.
Christians understand the need to add boldness
to their character.

every creature" (Mark 16:15); however, these
deeds should be motivated by compassion,
not just duty.
Compassion will lead the Christian to
be hospitable (Romans 12:13), kind and forgiving
(Ephesians 4:32), honest and peaceable (Romans
12:1 7-18), merciful (James 3:17), and caring
(Galatians 6:1-2). The realization of the
severe consequence of sin (Romans 6:23)
and the certain day of judgment will urge
Christians to preach the gospel (2 Corinthians
5:10-11). The recognition of their own sins
and faults will cause, even spiritually strong
Christians, to restore the spritually weak
(Galatians 6:1).
Christians must have the proper balance
in their lives.
Sometimes brethren are
aggressive and bold in defending the truth,
but they lack compassion and leave undone
many good deeds. On the other hand, many
brethen are compassionate when it comes
to benevolence and evangelism, but they
lack aggressiveness and boldness when it
comes to taking a stand for the truth. But
the A-B-C's of the Christian will include
aggressiveness,
boldness and compassion.
Does your character possess all three?

10015 Woodville Rd.
Kevil, KY 42053
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C Is for Compassion
In this cold world of the twentieth century,
compassion is sometimes a forgotten trait.
The high crime rate and lack of judicial justice
have made skeptics of would-be "samaritans"
and suspects of the truly needy. It is an unwise
thing in this day and age to hitchhike and
it is equally unwise to pick up hitchhikers.
Once open doors are latched and bolted.
Everything from a bicycle in front of a store
to a newspaper machine on the corner must
be chained and locked.
But, however cynical one may be, the
Christian cannot lose his compassion for
the lost and needy. It is al ways better to
be taken advantage of because of good
intentions than to turn away from someone
who may really need help whether spiritually
or physically. Jesus taught, "Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these
my

brethren,

ye

have done

it

unto

me"

(Matthew
25:40).
Yes,
Christians
are
duty-bound to "visit the fatherless and widows" 5
(James 1:27) and to "preach the gospel to
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GOD'S PART
The great love of God for man.
(John 3:16)
He gave Christ as the Savior.
(Luke 19:10)
Sent the Holy Spirit as a guide.
(John 16:13)
Gave the Gospel as •the power•
unto salvation. (Romans 1:16)
Provided atonement by the blood
of Christ. (Romans 5:9;
Colossians 1:14)
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MAN'S PART
Hear the GospeL (Romua lO:l"h
John 8:32)
ll
Believe the GospeL (Hebrews 11 :6; •
John 20:31)
Repent of put aim. (Luke 13:3;
Acts 17:30)
Confess faith in Chri•t. (Romans
10:10; Matthew 10:3Z)
Be Baptized. (Galatians 3:27;
Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38)
Be faithful unto death.
lf.
(Revelations 2:10)
\\

~~~~~-~~---.~?'

COPING WITH BEREAVEMENT
John H. Renshaw

Knowing that many members of the church
have lost loved ones recently, it is with an
earnest desire to be of some small support
in these trying times that the following
thoughts, derived from recent experience
and excellent books on the subject, are penned.
First, realize that you are not alone. Death
and grief are as old as the human race (Genesis
3:19; Hebrews 9: 27). Yet, death cannot be
treated as just another fact of life. It is
inevitable and universal, but not to be taken
lightly. Since it is inevitable, coping with
death should be a preventive measure, as
with any other such event. A study of the
subject may help prevent some of the bitter
effects of grief in ourselves and others.
"Forewarned is forearmed."
Second, one should know what to expect
when death comes. Expect denial of the
fact of the loss. This will prolong· the grief.
Expect an immediate period of shock, causing
numbness, feeling as if in a daze, anger,
self-pity,
frustration.
Expect
prolonged
depression and its effects. At the top of
all stress charts is death, especially the death
of d spouse. This is often caused by remorseful
feelings, "Did I do all I could? Did I let them
know I loved them? Why did I speak so sharply,
become so resentful of their needs?" Expect
emotional symptoms of this dee~ depression:
withdrawal from others, an unusually aggressive
attitude, "No you don't know how ·1 feel, either!"
Restlessness, loss of sleep, failure to eat
properly, conviction that one is losing his
sanity,
abnormal
absent-mindedness,
indifference to the necessary on-going of
life, seeming loss of faith. Remember that
"Jesus wept" (John 11:35). Read of David's
bereavement (2 Samuel 18 and 19). Expect
some self-pity, but inordinate self-pity is
to be avoided. God has not singled us out.
He is no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34,
35; Romans 2:11). Self-pity will cause others
to avoid us, thus depriving us of much helpful
sympathy and assistance •.
Expect physical symptoms.
As Susan
Seliger wrote in McCall's, June, 1984, "Stress
is not a disease, but it has been linked to
most of the leading killers and cripplers-heart
disease, cancer, diabetes, accidental injuries,
suicide, cirrhosis of the liver ..• (it) can make
us more susceptible to migrains, lower-back
pain, renal failure, recurrent flare-ups of

herpes, even skin blemishes." Arrythmia,
weakness, exhaustion, shortness of breath,
loss of appetite, a general tired, run-down
feeling, a feeling that one is losing his
sanity-all these are symptoms to be expected
by the bereaved.
Third, one should think of all the benefits
of bereavement, surprising as this may seem.
For the faithful Chrh;tians, death is a welcome
change to a much better life, especially if
they have known nothing but suffering for
some time. This one precious truth has been
more comforting to this writer than all else
combined.
Read Revelation 14:13, 21:4.
It is understandable that the pain-wracked
often desire death (Job 6:1-4, 8,9; 2 Corinthians
5:14; Philippians 1:21-24). This was true
even of the suffering Saviour (Luke 22:41,
42). The fact of suffering and death causes
mankind to desire a better existence (Hebrews
11:14, 15), where "there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain" (Revelation
21:4). Thanks be to God, it is provided, and

our Christian departed loved ones enjoy it,
now and forever! Everything that takes us
away from God is evil, and everything that
brings us toward God is good. Once we have
accepted this standard, we can see bereavement
in a different light.
Bereavement makes us kinder, more
understanding, more sympathetic, more loving.
It enables us to better comfort others (2
Corinthians 1: 3-7). It enables us to bear
one another's burdens (Galatians 6:2). It
teaches dependence on God and others, rather
than ourselves (James 4:15). It teaches us
to "weep with them that weep" (Romans
12:15). It teaches that the righteous must
also suffer, lest people be righteous merely
to escape suffering. Our Saviour was "a man
of suffering, and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah
53:3).

Fourth, the bereaved should realize that
help is available. Medical help is available.
Current intensive research into the harmful
effects of stress has contributed much, and
Jesus says the sick need a physician (Luke
5:31, 32). Spiritual help is available (Matthew
11:28; 2 Corinthians 1:3-7; Galatians 6:2).
Current eil1phasis has produced many excellent
6
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a . The need for ha ndling the Bible aright
implies that it may be mishandled.
b. Ui:-on what basis s hall we proceed?
[.

"HANDLING ARIGHT
THE WORD OF TRUTH"

Aprreciate the Nature of the Book You
Are Dealing With.
A. Remember what it is-God 's sa ving
word (James l :21).
8. Remember what it contai ns:
1. Perfec tion-not
to
be
s upplanted
or supplimented (Revelation 22:1 8).
2. Words of truth a nd soberness (Acts
26:25).

Author's Note: In this installment of "Perv ert ed Passages," we will seek to deal with
2
Timothy
2:15.
This
passage is often quoted
by preachers with emphasis
on
the
word
"study"
in the King James Version,
and the point is driven
home
that
we
should
study our
Bibles more
than we do. It is my
conviction that the real
,,,..
meaning
of
the
word
study, in this verse, is often missed, either
wittingly or unwittingly, and we endeavor
to limit its application to our "burning the
midnight oil" in Bible study. A proper understanding of this passage will show that, not
only does the Word of God demand a more
intense personal perusal but, as the context
demands, a proper breakdown and exegesis.
As a departure from our usual format,
this material is prese nted in outline form.
For many of t he thoughts presented herein,
credit is given to brother Wayne Jackson
in chapter three of his book entitled, "A Study
Guide to Greater Bible Knowledge."

Introduction:
1. "Give diligence to present thyself a pproved
unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, handling aright the word
of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15, ASV).
a . "Study" in KJV, if given its proper force,
means, zeal, earnest desire, effort
and haste (Cf., 2 Timothy 4:9, 21).
b. "Handling
aright"
(ASV)-li t. ,
"cut
straight." "The thought is that the
minister of the gospel is to present
the truth rightly, not abridging it, not
handling it as a charlatan (see 2 Corinthians 2:17), not making it a matter of
wordy strife (verse 14), but treating
it honestly and fully, in a straightforward
manner" (M . R. Vincent).
2. It is possible to have a head full of Bible
knowledge, but have it so confused as 7
to misrepresent its real meaning.

C. Remember what
Hebrews 4: 12).

it does (Psalm 19:7;

II. Understand the Different Covenants in
the Bible.
A. There are three dispensations :
1. The Patriarchal
2. The Mosaic
3. The Christian
8. Where are we today ? Christ is the
end of the Law (Romans 7:6; 10:4).
ID. Distinguish between . the Permanent and
the Temporary.
A. Many things of God were intended to
be age las ting (1 Corinthians 13:13).
B. Some things were temporary and passed
a way when their purpose was fulfilled.
1. Miracles (1 Corinthians 13:8-10).
2. The Ten Commandments-Law of
Moses (Galatians 3:24-25).
IV. Separate Custom from Principle.
A. Customs change with the times, but
principles do not.
1. With some people a custom in the
Bible becomes a fixed law.
2. It is dangerous to confuse custom
with principle.
B. Example #1 : Foot washing (John 13:4-17).
1. This was a common practice when
sandals were worn . There is no authorit y here or elsew here to make foot
washing a "church ordinance."
2. Jes us gave hi s discipl~s an object
lesson in humility.
C. Example #2: Women wearing a veil
(1 Corinthians 11 :2-15).
1. There are levels of subordination
(verses 3-5). The veil was s symbol
of s ubjection.
2. Paul did not originate the custom,
but gave sanction to it for his time.
3. The principle of authority/subordination
is taught elsewhere (Ephesians 5:22-33).
(Continued on page 8)

"HANDLING ARIGHT • ••• "
(Continued on page 7)

2.

V. Understand the Difference Between the
Circumstantial and the Spiritual.
A. The circumstantial are those matters
which are incidental; not essential.
B. The spiritual embraces the true meaning
of the command involved.
C. For example: A friend of mine once
told me of her trip to the Bible lands,
and her baptism in the Jordan River.
She had, at that point, already been
baptized for the remission of her sins
(Acts 2:38).
1. Does the fact that one is baptized
in the Jordan River make his or her
baptism any more valide than if it
were done in a baptistry? Jesus'
baptism in the Jordan was circumstantial. He could have been baptized
in any body of water.
2. The true spirit of the command is
that baptism involves remission of
sins and is a command we must obey
(Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16).
D. For another example: The single cup
in the Lord's last supper is merely circumstantial (Mark 14:23).
1. Indeed, the word "cup" refers to the
contents and not the vessel itself

VI. Be Honest in Yow- Approach to Bible
Study at All Times.
A. Build a good, workable library, but
as much as possible be an independent
student.
B. Never attempt to devise "new" or "novel"
ideas on Bible themes.
1. Always remember that many smarter
than you have gone before you.
2. Adopt and keep the spirit of the Bereans (Acts 17:11).
C. Never hesitate to say, "I do not know,"
if indeed such is the case. Let that
be your incentive for further study.
D. Pray for wisdom (James 1:5).
Conclusion:
1. One of the most essential tasks is to handle
God's Word aright.
2. Much confusion is the result of much
mishandling.
540 Tattnall
Milledgeville, GA 31061

THE STRICTNESS OF • •••
(Concluded from page 3)

Jesus showed that the difference between
a wise man and a foolish one is determined
by whether or .not he obeys the words of Christ
(Matthew 4:24-27).
There is nothing more plainly taught in
God's word than that one is not to take liberties
with it. God forbids addition or subtraction
in any way (Deuteronomy 4:2; 5:32; Galatians
3:15; Revelation 22:18-19). To deliberately
add a point of doctrine is a perversion, and
to minimize any command of God is the same.
Both equal perversion and bring condemnation.
"Add thou not unto his words, lest he reporve
thee, and thou be found a liar" (Proverbs
30:6). "He that trusteth in his own heart
is a fool" (Proverbs 28:26). Let us not be
among that number. Those who are inclined
to liberalism in religion should take another
look at what God has demanded and what
he requires now.

of reward, the question is asked, "How shall

we escape if we neglect so great salvation,"
spoken first by the Lord (Hebrews 2:1-4)?
There is no escape. Every soul who will not
hear (obey) the Lord will be destroyed (Acts
3:22-23). To take undue liberti.es with the
word of God is to despise it. Those who
despised God's law given through Moses died
without mercy (Hebrews 10:28).
Apostle
Paul states that those who thus despise the
law of Christ will suffer greater punishment
(Hebrews 10:29). What .is greater than physical
death for violations?
The law of Christ is unalterable,
unchangeable, indestructible (Matthew 24:35;
1 Peter 1:23). Everyone shall meet it at
the judgment (John 12:48-50). Merely calling
upon the name of the Lord is insufficient
(Luke 6:46). No alien sinner has ever been
saved through prayer only. To be saved one
must obey the will of God (Matthew 7:21-23).

(Matthew 26:27-28).
For one to make an issue over "one
cup" in the Lord's Supper means that
he misses the true spirit of the command.

a
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MISSION OF THE CHURCH
Harry W. Pickup

Generally speaking, the world does not
know what the church act ually is. The reason
for this perhaps is that most people are not
c hurc h consc ious.
The world, therefore,
cannot appreciate the c hurc h until it knows
what it is . Many professed Christians do
not know wha t the church is. Their na mes
may be written on the rolls of so me church,
but their idea of the institution itself is purely
denominational.
It is often difficult to erase the formed
opinions of men with respect to institutions
that have been in existence for seve ral hundred
years. For this reason many people have
co me to feel this denominational conception
of the church so st rongly that they will not
listen to or read anything that even s macks
of countering their accepted ideas of religion
and the church.
The purpose of this article, and the three
following articles, is to give to the hones t
student
the
facts-Bible
facts-regarding
the best- known, but very little known-about,
organization, the church of the Bible.
1. The church is the "called out." By
this is meant called out from the world. The
word itself--the original Greek preposition
"ekklesia" ("churc h" in the English) is a
derivative of two words that mean "called
out." Jesus clearly unde rstood this when
he said in Matthew 16:18, "Upon this rock
I will build my church." Hence, he gave it
a mark of dis tinction from all of the other
churches of his day . His church was not a
revision of some of the old st andards ; it was
not an addition to the Jewish synagogue worship
in any sense of the word, and was not connected
with Judaism in even a remote manner. It
was a n institution separated from all of the
organi zed religions of his day. It was the
"called out." Why s hould he establish something
that was to be governed by a new covenant
or law, and make it a part of, or to be
connected to, a law that was to be nailed
to the cross and taken out of his way? Well,
he did not! His church was "called out" of
the world and all institutions connected with
9
the world.

2. How is the church "called out?" This
is a n interesting point in itself, but one that
is easily a nswe red. The church that C hris t
built was called out (from the world, sin and
error) by the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14).
There is nothing that actually separates man
from s in , error a nd such like except the gospel.
Christ told the a postles to preac h the gospel
to the world. He knew it would separate
men from the world and would call them
into his kingdom .
In thi s e nlightened (?) age we are hearing
a great deal about a social gospel. What
is mea nt by a "social gospel?" Practically
s peaking, those who know what it is understand
that the "socia l gospel" is one that appeals
to the world; one that does not have any
strict rules in it, and talks only about general
things, with no specifi c instructions at all,
but a conglomeration of indefinite phrases;
one that never tells anyone how to be saved
or how to live the Chris tian life. The gospel
of Chris t-the one that calls people out of
the world-unclothes the sinne r , exposes
e rror, religious and otherwise, and shows
the man of God how to live a life of
acceptability.
The "social gospel" is a
weak- kneed system
of
theology,
whose
framework boast s of a structure very much
like the backbone of the proverbial jellyfish.
3. What is the mission of the church?
Of course the church does have a mission.
Some things, however, that it does so me times
is not exactly its mission. Negatively speaking,
it is not the mission of the church to furnish
anyone with soc ial pres tige. This may be
contrary to general belief, but, nevertheless,
it is true. God's highest conception . of society
is to be a Christian; but it is not the idea
of the Holy Spirit, Christ or God that one
of the missions of the church is to afford
man with an exclusive social club. People
who come into the church with that in mind
miss the mark and will go to perdition in
spite of the fact that the ir names are written
over the soc ial register of every society
connected with the "four hundred."
It is likewise not the mission of the church
to ent ertain. When the church begins to
get
its
crowd
and
its
members
by
entertainment, the affair gets old mighty
quick, and those who come in with that flimsy
inconception are valueless to the cause. When
individuals a ttend church services simply
to hear Mr . Bla Bla sing a solo or the Twin
City Four render a quartet number, they
had jus t as well stay at home; they can get
it over the radio just as well, and ten to one
(Continued on page 11)
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WHEN JESUS SAID "NO"
Luke 4:1-13

God has given la ws to che ck a nd
dire ct these functi ons that we not
li ve as beasts of t he field (2 Pete r
2:1 2-14 ; Jerem iah 5:8).
C. Reply: J esus sa w beyond the needs
of the body to the need:; of the soul.
D. Lessons:
J. Those who 1i ve by bread alone believe
in sa tisfyi ng needs by a ny means
(2 Thessalonians 3:8-12; Ephes ians
4:2 8).

Introduction:
1. We like to be agreeable. We like to get
along. Sometimes we mus t say "no 11 to
maintain moral strength.
2. This was the beginning
of the most remarkable
battle of all ages.
(See:
Genesis
3:15;
1 John 3:1 0).
a. Sa tan is a powerful
personality.
1) He
is
opposed
to
C hris t
and
every
C hristian
(1
Peter
5:8;
2 Thessalonians 2:12; Acts 26:18).
2) He is responsible for all deception,
sin and acts of disobedience (John
8:44; 2 Corinthians 4: 3-4; 11:13-15;
Ephesians 2:2).
b. Jesus came to destroy Satan's work.
He was tempted (Hebrews 4:15), yet
He did not sin (1 Peter 2:2).
3. What is the difference bet ween a "temptation" and a "trial?"
a. Temptation is seduction to do evil;
a solicitation to do wrong.
b. A trial seeks to discove1· and reveal
moral qualities.
4. It is to the temptation of Jesus that we
turn our attention. It came at a significant
ti me: After His baptism and before He
bega n His publi c ministry.
5. Jesus faced three specific temptations.
Namely ...
I. The Wilderness Temptation
A. Background: A solitary place, cut off
from human sympathy.
1. The temptation takes place after
a forty-day fast.
2. This number is associated with a
probation period.
3. Satan watches for a vulnerable point.
B. Appeal: Natural appetite.
1. It appeals to a legitimate body function;
it is a temptation to satisfy a normal
desire in a way other tha n a God-given 10
way.

2. Those who live by t he Word of God
seek to please God (Hebrews 13:4;
1 Corinthians 7:8, 11 ; Matthew 5:28).
3. Do not allow your body to become
a tool of Satan (2 Samuel 11 :2; 1
Ti mo thy 2: 9-1 O; Ro mans 6: 19).
II. The Mountain Temptation
A. Background: Satan knew Christ's kingdom
plan (Genes is 3:15; Colossians 1:13).
1. At the beginning of Jesus' ministry,
Satan offers a short cut around the
cross.
2. Consquence-we
would
have
had
a new king, but no Savior.
B. Appeal: Human pride .
1. Satan just s uggested that Jesus achieve
an end by means that were not holy.
Souls are constantly sold for honor,
glory, power and prestige.
2. The wise man's words apply: Proverbs
16:1 8.

C. Reply:
Philippians
3: 19;
Ephesians
5:5; Matthew 6:24
D. Lessons:
1. Sin is often marked under false labels:
distinction,
respect,
sophistication,
etc.
2. Sin is often excused by some because
of social pressures.
3. Sin often comes a bout because of
compromise, surrendering principles,
and ignoring the conscience.
ill. The Temple Tempation
A. Background: It was t he southern wing
of Herod's temple, some 450 feet high.

Josephus commented that it was so
high that it made one giddy to look
down and one could not see the bottom .
B. Appeal: Religious sentiment.
1. Satan will use Bible language to gain
advantage even though he misquotes
and misapplies (Psal m 91:11-12).
2. Some would not mess with gun powder,
or go over a fall in a raft, yet they
(Continued on page 11)

COPING WITH • •••
(Continued from page 6)

WHEN JESUS SAID "NO"
(Continued from page 10)

books in this field. Ask the librarian at the
school, or this writer, or your doctor, for
titles of such works.
Remember that you are not alone. Know
what to expect. Be aware of the benefits
of bereavement. Seek the help that is
available, and may God bless you in this trying
period of your life.

presume on God and deliberately
walk in the way of temptation.
C. Reply: With scripture.
1. Again, Jesus demonstrates the superiority of the Word of God over the books
of men.
2. No other volume has within it the
power that we need to overcome
evil.
D. Lessons:
1. The religious world is constantly
emphasizing some passages to the
exclusion of others (John 3:16; 1
Peter 3:21) and building on the sensational.
2. Brethren focus on some principle
to the neglect of other truth.
a. Love: promote softness.
b. Numberical growth: lower standards.
c. Unity: promote compromise.
d. Purity: promote unforgiveness.
3. To put oneself in a dangerous position
to prove that God cares is both sinful
and foolish.
ill: Old Christian once met former
mistress. He went the other way.
She cried out, "It is I." He replied,
"It is not I."

4.W3 Aloha
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MISSION OF THE CHURCH
(Continued from page 9)

it will be better talent! They will not miss
a blessing, either, for they did not have the
right thing in mind in the first place.
It is the mission of the church to uphold
and preach the truth. The church is the pillar
of the truth, and should thus preach and uphold
it. The truth is God's word, whether people
like it or not.
It is the mission of the church to identify
itself with the mismon of its Head, Jesus
Christ, thus to seek and save the lost.
Every item of the work and mission of
the church is connected with the redemption
of man. Broadly speaking, the mission of
the church is the redemption of the human
family. This work is first, last and all the
time, and everything that it does is in order
to lift man from sin and fit his soul for heaven.

Conclusion:
1. Why did Satan tempt Jesus (Hebrews
2:17-18)? Had Jesus fallen, we would
be looking into hell with no hope at all.
2. Satan's tool kit is the same (1 John 2:15-17).
3. Jesus answered every temptation with
the Word. We can do the same (Ephesians
6:17; Psalm 119:11; James 4:7).
4. Now if you are tempted to continue in
sin, "It is written •.• " (Hebrews 2:3).
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Brethren:
I have been recezvmg the GLEANER for
some t im e at Kirksey, Route 1. I enjoy it
very much and my praye r is that t he good
work w ill be kept up. I am writing to change
my address ...•
In Christian love,
Gary Pri ce
Murra y, KY
Dear brethren:

Dea r Sirs:

Please enter my name on your mailing
list for the wonderful publication, GOSPEL
GLEANER.
Enclosed is five dollars ($5. 00) to he lp
defray the cost. I wish it could be more.
Please send the 1988 issues, if you can.
Your help is very much appreciated.

Whi l e I was in school at the Southwest
School of Bible Studies in Austin, TX., I
received your publication, GOSPEL GLEANER.
I have enjoyed i t tremendously and would
like to continue receiving it .... May God tless
you in this good work.
In Christian love,
Johnie Scaggs, Jr.
Black Oak, AR

Yours in Christ,
John Henson
Spencer, TN
Dear brethren:

Dear brethren:
We would like to receive a personal copy
of your magazine at our home. It is always
good to receive and read straightfonvard
writings that proclaim truths about our lives
and how to deal with problems that arise
so they will harmonize with the t eachings
of God's Word.
May He always be with you in your work
as you strive to proclaim Him to the wo rld.
For His Cause,
Bill & Myrtle Morris
Winchester, TN

GOSPEL GLEANER
10025 Woodville Road
Kevil, Kentucky 42053
Forwarding & Address Correction Requested

I was r efl ecting on t he f ine brother s and
sisters who earnest ly contend for the one
faith which was once deliver ed unto the suii1ts.
It makes you sad to know some have drifted
from the true doctrine. I thank you again
for standing for t he truth; it's· brothers like
you and others who he lp me to have the courage
to take a stand for Christ and his truth, but
alw ays in love for lost souls for people are
dy ing without God and wi t hout hope.
May God bless us all, as we strive to live
for him.
Christian love,

Marie Carson
Indianapolis, IN
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Discipline
Robert C. Oliver
Recently, this writer has heard a number
of times the statement made that the c hurch
is not practicing discipline as it is directed
to do. The question then arises, "Why is this
so?" It see ms reasonable that if we know
that we a re not in harmony with the Word
of God, then we will determine why and correct
the problem. Therefore, let us notice a few
possible reasons why some churches today
are not practicing the Bible doctrine of
discipline.
One possible reason is that ma ny today
are number-conscious. Many would rather
see a large crowd of people who are lost
than a smaller number who are saved. It
oftentimes builds our ego to see the building
beginning to fill up to its capacity. If we
are small in the first place, there may be
a fear of becoming even smaller. The numbers
just may be what we are seeing. Numbers
are important because every number represents
a soul whom we have the opportunity to teach.
But, leading one who is in a lost state to
believe that he is safe does nothing to teach
and save that soul. It jeopardizes that soul
and many others as well. We are to practice
discipline in an attempt to save that one
(1 Corinthians 5:5) as well as the rest of the
church (1 Corinthians 5:6-7). Therefore, when
we fail to practice discipline because we
do not want to risk losing one of our members,
we are defea ting our own purpose.
Secondly, it may be the case in some
ins tances that a failure to practice discipline
is the result of a fear of losing financial
contribution made by the erring brother.

This could especially be true of a smaller
congregation where the church is struggling
to stay a bove water or of a larger congregation
that depends upon a very liberal giver. Again,
this defeats its own purpose. First, the erring
brother if left in his error will likely continue
to decay spiritually until he no longer gives
of his means anyway. Secondly, if left
unchecked this sin will continue to spread
(1 Corinthians 5:6) causing widespread spiritual
decay and death in the church. This of course
would lead to a much greater fina ncial loss.
It is therefore more financially sound to
discipline the erring beother than to look
the other way.
A third possible reason for lack of discipline
in the fear of hurting someone's feelings.
Often people shirk their duty to point out
error because they do not wish to kindle the
anger of another. It is the duty of a Christian
to try to live peaceably with all men (Romans
12:18). But, this does not mean that Y.w'e are
to overlook sin for the sake of peace. Jesus
clearly taught that obedience to His will
would cause division in some cases (Matthew
10:34-37). We would not refrain from warning
someone that his house was on fire simply
because he might get mad at us. Neither
should we be afraid of angering someone
by warning him that he is in a spiritual fire .
Our brother who needs to be disciplined falls
in this same category. It is far better to
anger him than to stand by a nd see him burn.
He will probably be even more angry with
(Continued on page 11)

Editorial

Reasons For Encouragement
Bill Dillon
da y; for t hou hearest in that day how t he
Anakims were t here, and tha t the cities were
great fenced: if so be the Lord w ill be with
me, then I shall be able to drive the m out,
as the Lord said. " Cal eb's s trength was not

All Christians a t some
point in their work have
felt the icy f inger of
discouragement. Discouragement
s uffoca tes a nd
stifles as well as hinders
a nd halts. In our human
weakness,
we
feel as
if a noose has tightened
around our spirits ana
we forget about certair.
facts which gi ve us hope a nd rekindl e our
zeal in spreading t he gospel.
Through t he dark and dismal clouds of
discouragement, we look for the sun. Le t
us keep before our eyes certain reasons to
be e ncouraged and strengthened in Christia n
living. These things will fill our hearts to
the brim with joy a nd en thusiasm .
There are five imm ensely importa nt considerations:

in him self, but in the greatness of his God.
David's e xam ple of courage in the face
of challenge was just as striking. The shepherd
boy said to king Saul, "Le t no man's heart
fail. •• thy servant w ill go and fight with this
Philistine 11 (1 Samuel 17:32).

Hebrews 11 is a long list of faithful souls
of the past who were not inti midat ed by their
fears but we re made inviciibl e by their faith.
Each had human weaknesses like you and
I. But through the stormy blasts of affliction
and tribulation, they kept courage by keeping
faith.
OUR CHALLENGE

OUR CAPTAIN

The words of John 4: 35 are encouraging.
Jes us said, 11Lift up your ey es, and look on

In Hebrews 2:10, Jesus is referred to as
"the captain of the ir salvat ion." Such a descrip-

vest." It is comforting to know that every
disciple is needed to carry out God's work.

the fields; for they are white already to har-

tion fits the Lord as no one else. The captain
is all to the ship ; plotting the courses the
s hip
will
t ake
through
treacherous
narrow-n ecked channels, thick fog a nd rough
seas. Christ is all to the Christian as well
(Colossians 3:11).
Jesus is the Captain who has sailed the
stormy seas of life s uccessfully and overcoming
temptation.
Hebrews 4:1 5 describes the
Lord as "tempted like as we are, yet w ithout
sin. 11 Moreover, Christ has "left us an example,
that ye should follow his steps 11 (1 Peter 2:21).

(Continued on page 9)
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The lives of great men of fa ith who have
gone before serve as t re mendous magnets
pulling us in the right direction. Cal eb demonstrates a n overco ming fa ith second t o none
whe n he sa id, "Now ther efore give me t his
whereof the Lord

spoke

in that
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of his fell ow workers. But the one-talent
man was cursed and punished by hi s lord for
not bearing his own burden (Matthew 25:26,
30).
What are these burdens which one must
bear himself? First, the re is the burden of
sin. "As it is written, There is none righteous,
no, not one" (Romans 3:10). "For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God"
(Romans 3:23). Sin has always been a personal
matter. Consider king David (Psalm 51: 3-4)
or Simon the Sorerer (Acts 8:22) or Saul of
Tarsus (Acts 9:4; 1 Timothy 1 :15). When
groups of people sin, God charges each guilty
person. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die.

THE BURDENS OF LIFE

It is a fact of life
for all men to have burdens. "For we that are

in this tabernacle do
groan,
being burdened:
not for that we would
be unclothed, but clothed
upon,
that
mortality
might
be
swallowed
up of life" (2 Corinthians

The son shall not bear the iniquity of the
father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity
of the son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him" (Ezekiel 18:20).
Second, there is the burden of obedience.

"But God be thanked, that ye were the servants
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine which was delivered
you. Being then made free from sin, ye became
the servants of righteousness" (Romans

5:4). Some of life's burdens

are visible. There are physical infirmities
such as, poor eyesight, deafness, arthritis,
etc.
These
afflictions
lead
to
many
hindra nces-unable to drive, poverty stri cken,
ill family members, etc. Other of life's burdens
are invisible. Many men a nd women are battling and struggling daily because of burdens.
They are people of great patience and endurance (Romans 5:1-5; James 1:2-4).
The first few verses of Galatians 6 records
the various burdens that may infli ct a man
during his life. Specifically, Paul wrote,

6:17-18). Friend, nobody can believe on the
Lord or in the gospel for you. Nobody can
repent for you. Nobody can confess your
faith in Christ for you. Nobody can be baptized
for you. And nobody can live the Christian
for yo u, but you! Friend, you may have the
godliest father and mother, or godliest family
ever to walk upon this earth, but you are
still responsible for your own obedience (Mark
16:16).
Third, there are budens of duties. "There-

"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil
the law of Christ•.. For every man shall bear
his own burden" (verses 2, 5). The word

fore, my be loved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Corinthians
15:58). "! must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night cometh,
when no man can work" (John 9:4). Nobody

"burden" in verse two comes from the Greek
word, "baros" which means "load." This "load"
may be a "burden of difficulty, sorrow and
pain." In this sense of the word, Christians
are to bear one another's burdens. In verse
five, the word "burden" comes from the Greek
word, "phortion" which means "pack." This
word implies "one's duties before God and
that for which each one is personally responsible." The Bible teaches us to do three things
with our burdens.

can perform the Christian duties of others
by proxy. An active and faithful spouse cannot
do the work of the other spouse. A preacher
is not hired to do the work of the members.
Elders and deacons are not charged to perform
the charges of all the members. Bible class
teach er s cannot do the studying for their
students.
Fourt h, there is the burden of judgment.
Nobody can stand at the judgment bar of
God for another. "So then eve ry one of us
shall give account of himse lf to God" (Romans
14:12). "For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one ma y

"Every Man Shall Bear His Own Burdens"

There are some burdens which cannot
be accomplished by others. A person cannot
rely upon others to fulfill those obligations
over which he is personally responsible. In
Matthew 25, the servants to whom were given
five talents and two tale nts bore their own
burdens. The man to whom was given just
one t alent neglected his talent and probably
thought that he could lean upon the deeds

3

(Continued on page 4)

THE BURDENS OF ••••
(Continued from page 3)

and destitute of daily food, And one of you
say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed
and filled; notwithstanding ye give them
not those things which are needful to the
body; what doth it profit?" (James 2:15-16).

receive the things done in his body, according
to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:10). There will be

Whatever opportunities and abilities that
one may have, he needs to relieve the physical
burdens of others. In cases of orphans, a
church may take money out of the treasury
or do so as individuals, but in either case,
it must be done! There are many missionary
works that need food, medical supplies and
other necessities which faithful brethren
can supply.
Third, there is the burden of physical infirmities. "Is any sick among you? let him call

many surprised people on the last great day
for different reasons. And one group will
be those who thought that the church as a
whole did a great work, only to find that
they are lost for not working too! How foolish
it is for God's children to try to get lost in
a crowd and hide behind the work of others;
therefore, he neglected his own burdens (Psalm
33:13; Hebrews 4:13).
"Bear Ye One Another's Burdens"

for the elders of the church; and let them
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise
him up; and if he have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him" (James 5:14-15). As

There are some burdens which are to be
shared with others. "Look not every man
on his own things, but every man also on
the things of others" (Philippians 2:4). A
careful study of the context of Galatians
6:1-2 will reveal that the key to verse two
is found in verse one. A primary part of
mutual burden-bearing is the seeking and
helping of those who have gone astray. The
word "restore" means "to set in joint again"
as a dislocated bone is set in place by a doctor.
Hence, one is restored to his proper place
by the sincere reproofs and fervent exhortations
of others. This restoring is to be done in
the proper spirit, "the spirit of meekness."
Many needed reproofs lose their effectiveness
when given in the wrong spirit. Reproofs
that proceed from sincere affection and concern will do the greatest amount of good.
But Galatians 6:2 also has a broader meaning.
There are other types of burdens that
can be shared. First, there is the burden
of sorrow. "Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep" (Romans
12:15). "And whether one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it; or one member
be honoured, all the members rejoice with
it" (1 Corinthians 12:26). Although one carinot
take certain bu~dens himself nor stand in
another's place, there are a number of things
which a person can do to help others to bear
their burdens. Pepple need visits, meals prepared, and errands run. They will need help
with chores and household duties. Sometimes
the help may seem small to the helper, but
it is a tremendous aid to the one in distress.
Second, there is the burden of material
necessities.
"Pure religion and undefiled
before God and the Father is this, To visit
the fatherless and widows in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world"
(James 1:27). "If a brother or sister be naked,

in the cases of burdens of sorrow and physical
necessities, Christians can help others. The
sick and shut-in need personal visits, cards
and especially prayers. What efforts are
being made as indivuduals to share in these
burdens? Jesus explained in His parable of
the "good Samaritan" (Luke 10) the great
need for compassion. Every person must
ask and answer for himself: "Have I done
my part in comforting the sick and even the
dying?"

"Cast Thy Burden Upon The Lord"
There are some burdens that are beyond
the reach of human effort. These burdens
are to be cast upon God. He has promised
to sustain His children (Hebrews 13:5-6).
God is, afterall, "our shelter in the time of
storm."
God will take away some burdens. Perhaps
a person has been burdened at some point
and has prayed unto the Father as did Jesus,
"Remove this cup from me." And perh~ps
it has been removed. However, sometimes
God does not remove the burden, but He
simply gives one the strength to endure and
bear his load. The apostle Paul prayed for
his thorn in the flesh to be removed three
times (2 Corinthians 12:7-10), but instead
God's grace was sufficient for him. We, too,
may have burdens in which it is for our good
to bear them and God will provide the strength.
But when it comes to those burdens that
seem unbearable and beyond human help,
one can have comfort and peace of mind
4
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!tie bi1·th of the Spir it. J esus .used the wind
11
t o illus trate:
wind bloweth where it
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof,
but canst not tell whence it cometh, and
whither it goe th: so is every one that is born
of the Spirit." Ju st as one cannot see the

nie

comi ng a nd going of the wind, neither can
one see the spirit of man when it is born
of the Spirit into the kingdom of God.
Let us now look at another passage. Paul
said, "For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God" (Romans
8:14). Who are sons of God? "A s many as
are led by the Spirit of God." But how are
we led of the Spirit? Are we led by a direct
operation of the Spirit separate and apart
from the word of God? Or, are we led by
the word of God? It is by the Spirit that
we are led! It is by the Spirit that we are
born again! How does the Spirit lead us to
become sons of God or in being born into
his family or kingdom? Peter said, "Being
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever" (1 Peter 1:23).
In every birth there must be a begetting.
Just how is one begotten so as to be born
again? The apostle Paul gives us the answer:

"BORN OF THE SPIRIT"
Few
Bible
s ubjects
have sparked as mu ch
controversy as has the
Holy Spirit. It is very
difficult
for
many to
see how that one can
be ''born of the Spirit"
and
not
be
baptized
with the Holy Spirit.
Jesus
talked
about
the birth of the Spirit
in his conversation with Nicodemus.
"There was a man of the Pharisees, named
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews:" The
same came to Jesus by night, and said
unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou
art a teacher come from God: for no
man can do these miracles which thou
doest, except God be with him. Jesus
answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
I say unto thee, Except a man be born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Nicodemus saith unto him, How can
a man be born when he is old? can he
enter a second time into his mother's
womb, and be born? Jesus answered,
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except
a man be born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh
is flesh; and that whi ch is born of the
Spirit is Spirit. Marvel not that I said
unto thee, ye must be born again. The
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou
hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, and whither
it goeth: so is every one that is born
of the Spirit" (John 3:1-8).

"For in Christ Jesus I have begotten you through
the gospel" (1 Corinthians 4:15). Just as

in the nat ure of a fleshly birth there is first
a begetting and then a bringing forth; in the
Spiritual birth, one is begotten by the gospel,
the word of God, and is brought forth from
the waters of baptism-thus, "born of water
and of the Spirit."

Someone may ask, "Do you mean then
that the word is the Spirit?" No, the Word
is the medium or instrument through which
the Spirit operates or works in the lives of
men today. The Holy Spirit came a nd guided
the apostles "into all truth" (John 16:13).
He taught them "all things" and brought "all
things" to their remembrance that he had
said unto them (John 14:26). Thus when one
is led by the Word as it was given to the apostles and written down in the New Testament,
he is "led of the Spiritn and "as many as are
led by t he Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God" (Romans 8:14).
To further show that the Word is the instrume nt through which the Spirit works, Paul
said, "And take the .•. sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17).
Then Peter said, "Seeing ye have purified

It cannot be denied that in the process of
becoming a child of God, one is "born of the
Spirit."

At first , Ni codemus did not unde rstand.
He thought that Jesus was talking about a
natural birth. He asked, "How can a man
be born when he is old? can he enter a second
time into his mother's womb, and be born?"
It is then that Jes us explains, "That whi ch
is born of flesh is flesh; and that which is
bom of the Spirit is spirit." Thus it is t he
Spirit (the invisibl e ma n) that experiences

your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit .. . Being born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of in corruptible, by the word of
5
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"Closet Liberals,,
Gary Colley
to do so, but sometimes its use seems necessary
to warn and protect unsuspecting souls. We
often wonder if a man has not given up conviction and turned in the wrong direction when
after years of using the solemn form of address
(thee, thou, thine) in prayer unto God, he
uses you and your, or mixes the solemn and
common forms in reference to God (Hebrews
12:28). Or, if when he says he "sees no harm"
in the "new translations," that are. filled with
and are propagating denominational errors,
that such a one should not be suspect, that
he does not strongly believe any longer in
the verbal inspiration and authority of the
sacred scriptures (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Some
of these take the next step to think that
the Holy Spirit is guiding and speaking to
them directly, just as He did the prophets
of the Old Testament and apostles and prophets
of the New Testament. Some "decide" that
Jesus is not any longer the "only begotten"
Son of God, but God's "only," "unique," or
"beloved" Son, as they follow the modernist
liberal line. Some no longer see the mission
of the church as the New Testament teaches,
of preaching the Gospel to the lost, edifying
the saved, and helping the needy, but suggest
a "social gospel," entertainment filled mission,
foreign to the Bible. Some "would not be
opposed" and suggest that it is perfectly
in harmony with truth to have music with
singing; or humming, whistling, and making
noise with the mouth, which they "think"
is the same as singing (Ephesians 5:19). Some
do not mind singing unscriptural words or
thoughts in praise, as if to tell a lie was not
the same as singing one. Some think themselves
"apostles," "prophets," "witnesses," and/or
"ambassadors," of the Lord, though they have
not the qualifications according to Truth.
It appears that none of these want to be
called "liberal" in thinking, but every Bible
student must know that they surely have
"hen-house ways" and "appear as ducks."
It is high time that we accept Paul's exhortation
to "Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from

It seems that we live in a day when many

are "coming out of the closet," but it is sadly
in their immorality and error, and not from
the "closet" of prayer spoken of by the Lord
(Matthew 6:6). Some hide in the "closet"
and just wait their time when they think
they have a following or no faithful opposition
to make their move to lead the church into
error. If there is one thing more dangerous
than a known liberal, it is a "closet liberal."
Liberalism is an attitude of mind that
allows some to go beyond the authority of
the Bible with little if any restraint of conscience or conviction of Truth.
This writer has always thought that if
we could enjoy singing a good song more
than once we can also enjoy a foony story
more than once. One such story, enjoyed
again recently with friends, concerns the
puny little whimpish fellow who was married
to a domineering wife. When asked if he
was hen-pecked, he softly answered, "No,
I just have hen-house ways!"
This story reminds me of some of our brethren who do not desire to have the designation
of "the dreaded word Liberal" as was said
by our former President against the opposition
in the last election, but if they are not indeed
liberals they sure have "hen-house ways!"
Like the wolves that are about to attack
the sheep, all the while looking away from
them as he circles closer and closer, so our
liberal brethren seem to think no one can
spot them and "mark them" until they have
already destroyed many of the fold. (Please
read Acts 20:28-32; Romans 16:17). They
become awfully upset when someone "blows
their cover" and their error is pointed out!
Just as when you catch a man in a lie, he
then becomes your enemy, it seems to follow
that catching one of these "wolves" in his
mischief as the same result (Matthew 7:15).
Brother B. C. Goodpastuer made a statement
a few years ago that went something like:
"When one walks like a duck, talks like a
duck, associates only with ducks, and takes
on every appearan~e of a duck, pardon me
if I mistake him for a duck!" If one does
not want to be known as a liberal thinking
person, let him put away his loose thinking
and liberal ways toward God and sacred things
(2 John 9-11).
It is not my habit to try to use "labels"
loosely nor do I believe others desire generally

the dead, and Christ shall give thee light ••• be
not unwise, "but understanding what the will
of the Lord is" (Ephesians 5:14, 17).
THE MESSENGER
East Main church of Christ
Murfreesboro, TN
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in their affliction, and to k eep himse lf unspotted from the worki" (James 1:27).

2. "Join the church." According to the
Bible, one does not join the church. In Acts
2, when the c hurch was established, we read
that the Lord added to the churc h daily such
as should be sa ved (2:47). When one com plies
with the commands of the gospel, the Lord
adds him to the church. When a n individual
has repented of his sins, confessed his faith
in Christ and been baptized for the remission
of his/her sins, the Lord adds that one to
the church. No one votes as to whether an
indivudual is worthy to be a member of the
Lord's ch urch. The Lord decides if that person
has complied and then does the adding.
3. "Pray the sinner's prayer." Nowhere
in the script ures does one ever read of an
inspired man demanding that one "pray the
sinner's prayer." In John 9:31, we are told,
"Now we know that God heareth not sinners:

THE PATTERN OF SOUND WORDS
Ben F. Vick, Jr.

The

apostle

Paul

commanded

Timothy,

"Hoki fast the form of sound words, which
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 1:13). The
American Standard, of 1901, says, "Hoki
the pattern of sound words... " This verse

demands that we know the meaning of words
and that we use healthy words in our speech
and writing.
The Bible s peaks of different kinds of
words. The preacher sought out "acceptable
words" (Ecclesiastes 12:10). We are not to
be deceived by "vain words" (Ephesians 5:6).
Those who cause divisions and offenses contrary
to the doctrine, Paul said, Use "good words"
and fair speeches to deceive the hearts of
the simple (Romans 16:17-18). Paul commanded
Timothy not to strive about "words to no
profit" (2 Timothy 2:1 4).
Many people in the world and some in
the church use words which do not measure
up to the pattern of sound, or healthy , words.
Words are the wheels upon which the vehicle
of thought travels. If our words connote
a wrong meaning other than what the scriptures
teach, then our words do not conform to
the pattern set forth in the New Testament.
It then behooves us to change our vocabulary
to harmonize with the New Testament.
Some words do not measure up to the pattern
found in Holy Writ beca use neither the word
nor the thought conveyed is found there.
Other words are scriptural words but are
not used by some today as the writers of
the Bible used them. In order to know the
meaning of a word, we must understand what
the author meant when he used the word.
The context will bear out the meaning.

but if any man be a worshipper of God, and
doe th his will, him he heareth." Though these

words were spoken by the blind man, the
Jews recognized that what he said was true.
They did not refute him. Even in the Old
Testament these words are found: "He that
tumeth away his ear from hearing the law,
even his prayer shall be abomination" (Proverbs
28:9).
4. "Share Christ" or "share my faith."

One cannot divide Christ into pieces as one
would divide a pie and share with others.
Paul did not share Christ but preached him.
"And I, brethren, when I came to you, came
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom,
dec laring unto you the testimony of God.
For I determined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him c rucified"
(1 Corinthians 2:1-2). Neither can one "share

his faith. " Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God (Romans 10:17). Paul
said, " For we preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus' sake" (2 Corinthians 4:5).

Some Words Found In Scriptures,

Yet Misapplied
1. "Witnesses." Some speak of witnessing
for Jes us. Yet the word witness is used in
reference to an eyewi tness. The apostles
were eyewitnesses of the Lord (Acts 1:8;
Hebrews 2:3-4). We are not witnesses of
the Lord, but we are to believe the testimony
presented by the witnesses of the Lord.
2. "Sanctuary." Many in the religious
world want to apply the word sanctuary to

Some Words Or Expressions Not Found
In Scriptures Which Connote Error

1. "Get religion." Religion is not something
one gets-like a sickness or a disease. It
is something one practices. "Pure religion
and undefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherl ess and widows

(Continued on page 8)
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used today because too many (including preachers) are getting their ideas from denominational dogma rather than from New Testament
teaching! Brethren, let us get back to a study
of God's word in the main and hold the pattern
of sound words!

THE PATTERN OF ••••
(Continued from JJQge 7)

the auditorium where worship takes place
as if the the auditorium per se were a holy
place. The word sanctuary means a place
set apart. Thayer says the word in the original
means "of things which on account of some
connection with God possess a certain distinction and claim to reverence, as places sacred
to God which are not to be profaned." The
word is used in reference to the ground where
Moses stood before the burning bush, the
tabernacle, the holy of holies, and the temple.
In the New Testament, the word is used in
reference to either the above or heaven itself
(Hebrews 8:1; 9:1-2). But nowhere does the
New Testament refer to the place where
the saints meet as being holy ground, or the
"sanctuary."
This does not mean our worship, wherever
it may be, is not to be reverent, for "God
is greatly to 'be feared in the assembly of
the saints, and to be had in reverence of
all them that are about him" (Psalm 89:7).
Neither does that mean the place in which
we worship should be misused or abused.
If the auditorium is the sanctuary, or a
holy place, per se, then any use of it other
than for God's intended purpose would be
wrong, which means that we had better not
be discussing any matter of temporal affairs
there. Thus, no mention of the weather,
health, gardens, ball games, cars, houses,
etc., can be made in "the sanctuary." We
had better discuss such temporal matters
either before or after entering "the holy
place." But, then, why should we stop with
just the auditorium? Was not all the church
property bought with the Lord's money? Brethren, what proves too much proves nothing.
The tabernacle and temple were types
of the church. They were holy. Today, the
priesthood is holy, not the building in which
it meets (1 Peter 2:5, 9).
3. npastors." This word in the New Testament is found but one time in the King James
Version (Ephesians 4:11). It is never used
in reference to the church in the singular,
i.e., pastor, but in the plural, pastors. It
means shepherds. It refers to the overseers,
or elders, of the local congregation. Never
is it used of the local preacher.
The failure to use scriptural terms in their
proper setting demonstrates either a failure
to- understand them or a lack of interest to
hold fast the form of sound words as Paul
commanded Timothy.
Unscriptural words
are the children of unscriptural ideas. It
may be that many unsound words are being

4915 Shelbyville Rd.
Indianapolis, IN 4623 7

••••••••••••••••••
Nothing could be written
plainer than what Bible
writers write on the
subject of baptism.

••••••••••••••••••
"BORN OF THE •••• "
(Continued from JJQge 5)
God, which liveth and abideth for ever" (1
Peter 1:22-23).

If the Holy Spirit operated miraculously
upon the hearts (spirits) of sinners to bring
about the new birth then all men would be
saved without any condition on his part or
else the Holy Spirit would be a respecter
of persons because some are born again and
others are not. It was Peter who declared,
"Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons: but in every nation he that f eareth
him and worketh righteousness is accepted
with him" (Acts 10:34-35).
When one believes the Word to the saving
of his soul by repenting of his sins, confessing
Christ to be the Son of God and is baptized
for the remission of his sins, he has been
"bom again••• of water and of the Spirit."
Paul wrote to the_.Galatian brethren: "Ye
are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. For as many of you as have 'been baptized into Christ have put on Christ" (Galatians
3:26-27). Paul said they were children of
God after they had been baptized into Christ.
If one becomes a child of God through the
new birth and these Galatians became children
of God when they were baptized, then it
follows that the new birth takes place when
one is baptized. Thus it is in baptism that
we have both elements of the new birth:
"water and the Spirit."

8

1101 Airport Circle
Jasper, AL 35150

When people a re led to believe that sec taria nis m is about as good as New Tes tament
Ch ris ti a nit y, their influ ence for the cause
for which we plead is positively hurtful.
Whenever we begin to curry favor with the
sects and fawn upon them for recognition,
we are certai n to say, but little about a plea
that lays the axe at the root of the whole
denominational tree.
Whenever we begin
to c urry favor with the world, we are certain
to fall in with the world's notions and adjust
ourselves to the world's ways. Hence, much
of that in which churches now indulge in
the wa y of worldly amusements, carnal methods
of raising money, the spirit of mere entertainment in the worship, etc., is due to the fact
tha t they copy the sects rather than the New
Tes tament churches, and are filled with the
spirit of the world instead of the spirit of
Christ.
The religion of Christ is a religion of spirituality. When you take the spirituality out
of a c hurch, you take the life out. You may
have members a nd wealth and culture left ,
but the power of divine truth and love is
gone.

A DISTINCTIVE PLEA

F. G. Allen
Unless we have a distinctive plea, we have
no right to exist. The day we become like
the denominations around us, that day ends
our right to exist as a distinct religious people.
lf we have a distinctive plea, in that consists
our strength. I believe that our distinctive
principles are made less prominent in our
pulpits now than formerly. I do not mean
that our preachers should be always on what
is called "first principles." Very far from
it. But I do mean that our members should
be deeply indoctrinated in the things that
distinguish us from other religious peoples.
The better this is understood the more it
will be appreciated and the more firm and
consistent will be the Christian life.

GOSPEL DIGEST

Febro.ary, 1956

us to break free of the ropes of lethargy
and begin to s tir for God.

REASONS FOR ••••

(Continued from page 2)
In industry a man feels secure by the knowledge

OUR REWARD

of plenty of work to do. Children of God
a re laborer s not loafers. Let no Christian
be idle in the fields of labor for the ildeness
in God's kingdom always results in activity
in the Devil's. Labor for souls. Each soul
is a potential triumph . Each conversion is
a victory.
The challenge is to work while it is day
for the night comes when no man can work
(John 9:4).

Endurance through harsh trial produces
patience (James 1:2-3). Persecutions carry
divine designs and are meant to spur us on
not inhibit spiritual progress (He brews 12:5-6).
Suffering in the name of Christ is reason
to glorify God (1 Peter 4:16).
At the end of life's journey the greatest
reward is given. God has promised the "crown
of righteousness" (2 Timothy 4:8). Let the
saved rejoice in hope of eternal reward.
Discouragements
are
many.
Unstable
brethre n, heartless indifference to t he gospel,
worldliness in the church, personal conflicts
and tragedies are matters to be faced and
dealt with, not brooded over in despair. Christ
gives us more encouragement than Satan
does discouragement. The scriptures teach
that "greate r is he that is in you, than he
that is in the world" (1 John 4:4).

OUR COMPANIONS

The diligent endeavors of those about
us is a s timulant to increased courage. ln
Ac ts 28:15, we find Paul taking heart due
to activities of hi s brethren. The record
s tates when Paul saw his companions in the
faith, "he thanked God and took courage."
Paul had heard of the work of these Christians
in Rome a nd his joy is multiplied to be in
their presence.
To hear of the success of others is not
a matter of jealousy, but a fuel to ignite

P. 0. Box 506
LaFayette, GA 30728
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1. Given by Jehovah (l.saiah 56:5; 62:2;
Acts 11 :26).

2. Only "Chri stian" divinely given (1
Peter 4:16).
B. To determine to what church to belong.
1. Physical infant cannot choose his
family.
2. Nor can one born into God's family
(1 Timothy 3:15; Acts 2:47).
3. No right t o join a nothe r (Revelation

DOES EVERYONE HA VE A RIGHT
TO HIS OWN BELIEF?

18:4).

C. To determine our personal course
in Christian servi ce.
1. Belong
to Christ (1 Corinthians

Roy J . Heam

6:20).

Introduction:
1. Satan has impresed many that anyone
is his own standard.
2. One may have a legal or personal right,
but God's law is not determined by civil
law or one's conscience.
3. Let the Bible determine.
I.

5:22).
3.

Worship (He brews 10:2 5-29).
a. In spirit and t r uth (John

4:2 4;

17:17).

b. Not all worship a cceptable (Matthew
15:9; Acts 17:23).
D. To determine how we s hall be saved
(Proverbs 14:1 2; 28:26 ).
1. God's plan is the sa me for all (Ac ts

Reasons One Does Not Have A Scriptural
Right To His Own Belief
A. Christ is absolute in authority (Matthew

10:34-35).

28 :1 8).
1. God said to hear Him (Mark 9:7;
Acts 3: 22-23).
2. Must do God's Will only (Ma tthe w
7:21 - 27; Hebrews 5:9).

2.

All must obey the same (Hebrews
11:6; Acts 17:30; 8:37 ; 2:38).

Conclusion:
1. Man is a free moral agent.
2. Has two choices: Accept or r eject.

B.

God forbids variation.
1. Addition (1 Corinthi ans 4:6 [R. V. ];
2 John 9).
2 . Subtraction (Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18-19).
C. Only one source of a uthority (2 Ti mot hy

4035 Barron Ave.
Memphis, TN 38111
[&iitors' note: This guest outline was written

3:16- 17).

The New Testament (Hebrews 10:9- 10;
Galatians 3:15).
2. No change allowed (Galatians 1:6-9).

by brother Roy J. Hearn, fa ithful preache r
a nd former director of t he Memphis School
of Preaching. This outline is just one of more
than an hundred whic h has been published
by First Century Christian. Anyone interested
in purchasing this outstanding book of sermon
outlines may write : First C entury Christian,
P. 0. Box 341704, Memphis, TN 38184.J

1.

Il. Bible Examples Showing One Does Not
Have Such Right.
A. Cain (Genesis 4:3-5). Opinion versus
faith.
1. God prescribed the worship (Hebrews
11:4; Romans 10:17).
2. Cain substituted his own belie f.
It was rejected .
B. Nadab a nd Abihu (Leviticus 10:1 - 2).
God did not say not to.
C. Saul of Tarsus (Acts 26:5; 23 :1).
1. Followed own conscience.
2. Contrary to Christ.

; ••••• 4 ••••••••••••• •••••••••

"I have my own ideas about
r e ligion. I'll do as I
please."

ill. Some Things In Which We Have No Personal

Right.
A. To choose the name
in religion.

Hol y lives (Jam es 1:27; 1 Timothy

2.

we shall wea r

, • • • • • + • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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DISCIPLINE • •••
(Continued from front page)

THE BURDENS OF ••••
(Continued from page 3)

you on the day of judgment when he realizes
you did not even try to stop him from following
the pa th way to destruction.
A fourth possible cause for lack of discipline
is "no concern." If we indeed have a concern
for our fellowman and believe what we teach
concerning everlasting punishment, certainly
we will try to stop our brother from going
to a devil's hell. This means one of two things
must be true for those who know what God's
will is. Either they have no concern for their
brother or else they do not really believe
in the torments of hell. Which are we willing
to admit? To admit either is to admit that
one has fallen short of being a faithful
Christian.
Preachers sometimes fail to stand solidly
upon the truth and insist upon discipline being
practiced because of a fear of losing their
job. Concerning this, let us simply state
that if one preaches for a congregation of
people who will fire him because he teaches
the truth and desires to save them from hell,
he does not have much of a job anyway. The
time has long since come when people often
do not wish to hear sound doctrine (2 Timothy
4:3-4). But, it is the preacher's job to "preach
the word" anyway (2 Timothy 4:2).
Finally, one last possible reason for a lack
of discipline is a lack of teaching on the
subject. Hosea stated many years ago, "My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge"
(Hosea 4:6). People are still being destoyed
by this terrible evil. Christians fail to carry
out the command to study (2 Timothy 2:15).
Preachers fail to carry out their responsibility
to declare all the counsel of God (Acts 20:27).
Yes, discipline must be practiced. The
Bible teaches us to do so. Also, the Bible
teaches us that a failure on our part to try
to correct those who are in error places us
in a position of being guilty (Ezekiel 3:17-21;
Acts 18:6; 20:26-27).
Let us save our own soul as well as the
souls of others by practicing discipline in
the church as God has prescribed.
P.O. Box 193
Clinton, NC 28328

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
THE CHRISTIAN

THE SINNER

SAYS

SAYS

@YES!

TO THE

6PNOl

COMMANDMENTS OF GOD

******************************************

by

casting

those

burdens

upon

the

Lord.

"Casting all your .care upon him;. for he careth
for you" (1 Peter 5:7). "Let your moderation
be known unto all men. The Lorcl is at hand.
Be careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:5-7).
10015 Woodville Rd.
Kevil, KY 42053
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BIBLE-CENTERED PREACHING
Franklin Camp

Another root of the restoration was
Bible-founded and Bible-centered preaching.
The men that set about to call man back
to the Bible knew the Bible and preached
the Bible. The Bible was their textbook.
This root is fast drying up. There is too much
preaching today that has everything in it
except the Bible. I may not know whether
a man is quoting from Norman Vincent Peale,
or not, but I know enough about the Bible
to know when a man is quoting from it. It
is a tragedy for a man to get up in the pulpit
with a Bible and never use it. Some would
do the church a service if they left their
Bible at home and got into the pulpit with
a stack of magazines and Dale Carnegie's
books so the man in the pew would know
what was taking place. It is high time we
put the preacher back in the study with his
Bible and let him know we expect him to
"get with it and preach it." Some sermons
I have heard recently would not have been
tolerated in the country church where I grew
up. He might have preached one, but that
would have been the limit. They wanted the
Bible and a man either preached that or he
11 did not preach at all.

Dear Sirs:
Thank you for your fine magazine the
GOSPEL GLEANER. One of the elders gave
me an okl copy and I found it to be of great
help. From that one copy I have preached
two sermons, both of which were very sound
and full of scriptures.
Please put me on your mailing list.
Thank you very much,

[:Editors' note: Lately we have been receiving
many address changes from the recipients
of the GOSPEL GLEANER. We appreciate
your thoughfulness and consideration in making
us aw are of your change of address. It saves
the church about 30¢ per change.]

Dear bros. Dillon & Whittemore:

Dear brother Whittemore:

While looking through several past periodicals, I came across a couple of yours. I enjoyed
reading them. Please add me to your mailing
list for GOSPEL GLEANER.

add my name to the mailing list
for GOSPEL GLEANER. I recently saw your
paper and appreciate it. Keep up the good
work!
Ple~se

Leonard Santee
Bryant, AL

Yours in His service,
James H. Gravelle
Rush Springs, OK

In Christian love,
Kenneth Jarrett
Trenton, TN
Dear brethren:
Please send the GOSPEL GLEANER to
my si~ter••• She lives alone, is disabled and
doesn't drive, so I believe she will really enjoy
receiving this good magazine.
Thanks very much,

CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED
DURING THE PAST QUARTER

Arlington church of Christ
McMinnville, TN
Garfield Heights church of Christ
Indianapolis, IN
Hazel Ezelle
LaFayette, GA
Eva Johnson
LaFayette, GA
Dollie Paschall
Puryear, TN

$ 75.00
145.00
10.00
10.00
25.00

Maxine Short
Indianapolis, IN
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Parents, Teachers and Chim.en
David Stevenson
" ... Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Ephesians 6:4).

Children are indeed a priceless and precious
possession. The Bible shows us that the
teaching of a child is important. This is to
be the responsibility that falls upon the parents.
Many Bible examples s how us t he strength
of God's word in the child's life if the parents
bring up the child to follow God. In Genesis
18:19, we learn that Abraham would cause
his children to follow after him in the ways
of the Lord. We can see also that in 1 Samuel
that Samuel's godly mother, Hannah, contributed greatly and mightily to Samuel's devotion
to God. Also we can see in Joshua 24:15
that Joshua proclaimed the loyalty of his
family in God's service. One can also see
the great influence of godly parents in Luke
1:6 and that John was to be the forerunner
of J esus. Lastly, we notice the life of the
young man Timothy, and that his grandmother,
Lois, and mothe r, Eunice, played a great
role in this man's life. Paul said in 2 Timothy
1:5, "When I call to r emembrance the unfeigned
faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in
thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice;
and I am persuaded that in thee also." Here

it shows us that the teac hing of God has been
a great help to aid Timothy in the faith of
God. Paul also exhorts Timothy to follow
in the way he had been taught. "But continue
thou in the things which thou hast learned
and hast been assured of, knowing of whom
t hou has learned them; And that from a child
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee w ise unto sa lvation

through faith

which

is in Christ Jesus" (2

Timothy 3:14,15).
The parents who bring their children to
Bible study are to be commended for doing
so. Even to those who have "little ones"
(babi es) are doing a great service to their
children. I am always glad when I see these
"little ones" walk in the door with a Bible
in their hand and look around and utter the
words "class, class" a nd point to their
classroom. Indeed, these "little ones" are
at an age that they are learning and picking
up many things very quickly. To see them
learning of the church, Bible study, God,
Jesus and even the little things (simply saying
the name Jesus and God, learning Bible related
songs, et c.) is indeed a great beginning in
their walk toward God. This should give
any parent a feeling of joy, as well as other
Christians, as they begin their learning of
God.
Parents and teachers alike should realize
that teaching children about God is an
important thing because God said it was
(Ephesians 6:4). Therefore, teaching should
not only be in Bible "class" but also at home
as well. It is important to God and should
be important to parents . To those who bring
their children to Bible "class", we encourage
you to keep up this good work in your child's
walk toward God. And now a word to every
member of the Lord's church, let's all be
good examples to children and be in Bible
"class" ourselves.
Route 1, Box 165
Celina, TN 38551

Editorial

The Rose Garden Gospel
Bill Dillon
CONSIDER THE APOSTLE PAUL

Much modern religious
terminology leaves
the
distinct impression that
the true believer in God
shall
ha ve
a
trouble
free
life.
The
televangelists are hawking
their gospel wares with
promises of a problem
free life for Christians.
They say, "If yo u just
trust in Jesus all your problems will disappear."
Such terminology a ppea ls to many but betrays
a misunderstanding of the true meaning of
the Christian life. Where does the Bible
say the believer's life is problem free? Does
God promise the Christian an exemption
from tribulations? Are God's people guaranteed
a walk upon paths of flowery ease? Has God
promised believers a rose garden?
What
do the lives and experiences of Bible c haracters
t ell us?

Saul of Tarsus is an exc ellent exa mple
of a man who obeyed the gospel but wasn't
promised a walk through the rose garden
but "how great things he must suffer for
my name's sake" (Acts 9:16). Saul wasn't
told how easy the going would be but how
great the suffering would be. The rose garden
gospel doesn't fit the great apostle Paul.
CONSIDER THE EARLY CHRISTIANS

Barnabas and Paul exhort ed the early
disciples by saying that they "must through
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of
God" (Acts 14:22). Why di dn't the apostles

tell the brethren to "just trust in Jesus and
all your problems will disappe ar?" Paul wrote
to the church at Thessalonica that they "should
suffer tribulation" (1 Thessalonians 3:4). These
(Continued on page 9)

CONSIDER JESUS

Jesus once said in reference to His heavenly
Father, "I do always those things that please
him" (John 8:29). God also said, "This is my
be loved son, in whom I am well pleased"
(Matthew 3:1 7). Jesus lived with the s mile
of heaven upon him. Yet, He was "a man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief" (Isaiah
53:3). The life of the Lord just doesn't fit
the "rose garden gospel."

The GOSPEL GLEANER is "fX.lblished quarterly
by the Heath church of Christ which is overseen
by Wilford Brondon, Allen Carmichael and

Rodney Miller, elders.
Volume 5
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CONSIDER MARY

Another example is Mary, the mother
of Jesus, who was told "thou hast found favor
with God" (Luke 1: 30). It was also said of
her, "a sword shall pierce through thine own
soul also" (Luke 2:35). Mary, though a righteous
soul, would endure the painful horror of seeing
her son die. The "rose garden" theology
doesn't fit her life either.

Manusc ripts: P. 0. Box 50 6
LaFayette, GA 30728

SUBSCRIPTION FREE
EDITORS: Bill Dillon & Ronnie Whittemore
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do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father fe edeth them. Are ye not
much bette r than they?" He then pointed
out the lili es of the field and stated, "... how
they grow; they toil not, neither do they
spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the
grass of the field, which to day is, and to
morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not
much more clothe you?" (Matthew 6: 26, 28-30).

A FORGOTTEN SIN
There is a ser ous and deadly disease among
us that is quite common to e very race and
gender, yet it is seldom
mention ed.
Medical
doctors and me nt al physicians are able to treat
the symptoms of this
dreaded illness to s ome
exte nt, yet they us ually
do
not
prescribe
the
cure tha t is readily availa ble to a ll who wish
to
rid
the mselves
of
this affliction. Ordinary sy mptoms of this
dise ase are : headaches and heartaches, nervous
stomachs and nervous minds, wearisome days
and sleepless nights, depression and frus tration,
pessimism and neglect of duty. This horrible
disease is WORR Y or ANXIETY and the cure
is TRUST TRUST IN GOD.

The Master Teacher also appealed to their
logic, asking, "Which of you by taking thought
can add one cubit unto his stature?" To ask
is to answer. We cannot add one inch to
our height by thinking about it or worrying
about it. But notice how Jesus described
these people who worry and fret-"0 YE
OF LITTLE FAITH" (Matthew 6:30).
The Deception of Worry
Admittedly, many men and women will
acknowledge the disapproval of God and the
lost state of man whe n the "sins of the flesh"
are committed (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Corinthians
6:9-11 ), but they are slow to recognize that
worry is also a sin. And the great danger
is that this sin is c ommitted continually by
people who would not yield to the temptations
of the "sins of the flesh," yet they have given
their minds over to an internal sin that destroys
faith and trust in God. God does not place
sin in categories of degree as if one sin were
worse than another. Neither should we. Sin
is sin. All sin, any sin will separate man
from Godlisaiah 59:1-2). Therefore, WORRY
will also cos t a person his should if he persists
in this sin without repentance.
How sad it is tha t people deceive themselves
into thinking that they are in a saved state
when they are lost because of worry. How
awful it is for people to believe that they
have great faith a nd trust in God when actually
they deny His ability and power to protect,
provide and strengthen His own people.

The Sin of Worry
The dictonary defines "worry" as: 11 f eeling
anxious, distressed or troubled" or "nagging
concern." "Anxiety" is defined as: "a s tate
of uneasiness and distress about futur e uncertainties; apprehension; worry."
Worry or
anxiety should be distingui shed from "concern,"
that is, true concern which carries the meaning
of: "being interested in, important to, or
affected by." Concern could reach a s tage
of worry and anxiety, but usua lly "concern"
is the stage before worry; howe ver, one must
be careful not to allow his conce rn for so mething or someone to become anxiety or worry.
Most people worry about things that never
happen.
Jesus taught about the sin of worry or
anxiety in Hi s "Sermon on the Mount" (Matthe w
6:25- 34). He said, "Therefore I say unto you,

The Cure of Worry
Jesus describes people who worry as people
of "little faith." That may seem strange
to those who profess to be Chris tians; however,
a simple study of what faith is should make
Jes us' statement ring true to dull ears. Faith
is: "···the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews
11 :1).
Faith is based upon the t estimony
and evidence of God's Word (Romans 10:17).

Take no thought for you life, what ye shall
eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your
body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life
more than meat, and the body than raiment."
Then Jesus
and appealed
point home.
the air" and

used a couple of illustra tions
t o common sense to drive His
He referred to the "fowls of
said, "·· ·they sow not, neither
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Continued on page 4)

on his plate without man's doing his part.
Man will work. God will provide the abilities
and opportunities.
Therefore, instead of
worrying, man should WORK! If one has
one all that he can and certainly God has
done what He can, then the mind should be
free from worry.
One of the great attributes of the Hebrew
youths was their trust in God. Before being
cast into the fiery furnace, their declaration
was NOT that God would deliver them, but
that He could, IF He so desired and they
were willing to place their lives in His hands!
(Daniel 3:17-18). That is TRUE FAITH!
We may be concerned about the condition
of a neighbor's soul or a friend's health or
even the spiritual decay of the nation, but
the answers are not found in worry and anxiety,
but rather in teaching and prayer. Let us
be long on faith and short on worry.

A FORGOTTEN SIN ••••
(Continued from page 3)

When God promises never to fail or forsake
His children, He is true to His Word (Hebrews
13:5-6). When God promises to provide a
way of ascape for every temptation, He me_ans
it (1 Corinthians 10:13). When God promises
an eternal resting place
for
our
weary souls,
He will provide (John
14:1-3). When God promises to care for His children by providing the
necessities of life, He
will
do
so
(Matthew
6:33).
It
should be noted
that
God's
promises
are
not
exclusive of
man's part.
Man may
....._ ....-.-... pray to God for his daily
bread, but he cannot
expect God to drop it

..- IWIYI•.-

10015 Woodville Road
Kevil, KY 42053

SALVATION FROM SIN
WHAT IS SIN? I JOHN 3:4 JAS. 4:11

NOT
ENOUGH
TO BE

All HAVE SINNED . ROI. l: 23 I JOHN 1:&

"HEAR YE HIM''
MATT. 17:5

ALL SPIRIT.UAL
BLESSINGS
IN CHRIST EPH. 1:3
BLESSED ARE DEAD

IN AWAY

PIOU6=25 ,JU.lO:U
MATT. l:IMC

RELIGIOUS

CAl. l;tJ-14
IClS 1:2& ·39

HONEST

ACTS 23:1
ACTS 22:15

Rev.14:13

HH16:15
JOH &:2C

BELIEVE

ETERNAL LIFE
I John5:11

ACTS 2:11
LUil lJ:l

REPENT

SALVATION
][ Tim.2:10

IATT. IUMJ
ACTS a:n

CONFESS

NO CON DEM NATION

MORALLY GOOD
BELIEVER

ACTS

10:1-UU

MlRll 16:16
ACTS2:ll

BAPTIZED

Rom.1:1

NEW CREATURE
D Cor.5:17

JAS. 2=
19·26

Baptised Into.Gal. ]:27

ALMOST PERSUADED

ACTS 26:
21 · 29

THUS ADDED

ACTS 2:
41-47

Confess Unto.Rom.10=10
Repent Unto.Acts 11:18

ACTS 2o:28
COL.113-14

REDEEMED

, HEB. 5:1-9 ROM. 2:8-9
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1

found fault
and dl'ink .

with

Jesus because

he did eat

Wha t i s Faultfinding?
(l)
Fa ultfinding i!:> being hypercritical.
There is a di fferen ce between beino· c rit ical
and hypercritica l. Not all cri t icis ~ i !:> bad.
T here is constru c tive criti c ism. ll y per·c r iti c ism
del i ghts in c riti c i zing for its o wn sake. It
is condemnin g one beca use of difference
in judg em ent [Exa mple: food and drink of
Ro mans 15] . It i s the exaggerati on of ma tt er s
o f judge ment and expedi en cy .
(2)
Faultfinding
is
putting
persona]
prejudice in the place of priciple.
J e!:> us
in st ructed , "Judge not accord ing to
t he
appear ance, but j udge righteous judgemen t"
(John 7: 24) . \Ye need to make cert ai n t ha t
i t b the error of the man, or hi !:> !:> in, t ha t
condemn!:> him and not our own prej ud i ces .
It is putt ing personali ties in the pl ace of
pri ncipl es. lt i s so easy to drift from prin c i ples
t o personalit ies. It i::; so easy to j usti fy those
whom we like and condemn those whom we
di sli ke .
(3)
Faultfinding is forming an opinion
without all the facts.
We must not judge
without full in forma t ion. We al so must ha ve
k nowledge of the Wo r d of God as i t r el ates
to t hose deed ~ .
(4)
Fa ultfinding is imputing motives.
It i s not always possibl e for us to know the
mo tive beh ind the deed. Pa ul ask ed , "What
man knoweth the t hings of a man save the
spirit of the man ... " (1 Corin t hians 2:11).
Ye t , human behavior can never b e pr operly
eval ua t ed w i thout taking int o account the
motives.
No cour t assesses a penalt y for
a cri me un til t he motive i s est abli shed.
(5) F aultfinding is a failure to try to
tmderstand the circumstances. I t is not bein g
willing t o excuse or exerci se mercy . It i s
conde mn i ng th e per son inst ead o f t he d eed,
t he si nner inst ead of t he sin.

THE SIN OF FAULTFINDING

Jesus said , Judge not,
that ye be not j udged,
fo r wi th w hat judgeme nt
ye judge, ye shall be
judged :
and with what
measure
ye
me t e,
it
sha ll be
measured you
again. And why beholdest
thou the mote tha t is
in
thy
brother's
eye,
but considerest no t the
beam that i s in thine own eye? Thou hypocr ite,
first cast out t he beam out of thin e onw eye ;
and th en t hou shalt see more c learly to cast
t he mote out of t hy brother's eye" (Matthew
7:1 - 5).
Per haps ther e is no si n more common
than the sin of faul tfi nding. Husbands fi nd
fault with th ei r wives (the next t im e you
fi nd fault w i t h your wi fe's j udgement , stop
and think about w hom she marri ed), wi ves
fi nd f ault wi th their husbands, childr en wi th
parents, par ents w it h ch ildren , etc.
Even
in the c hurc h, it see ms tha t there are t hose
who ar e constantly l ooki ng for faults in others.
In the ch ur ch we have a l ot of "spect ator
Christians.11 T hey expect t he preac her, song
l eader, Bible school t each er, etc . t o "perfor m
for the m" while they sit back an d look for
t hei r mi st akes, fi nd fault and criti cize .
Jesus sa id o f the f a ult finder s of his day,
"But wher eunto shall I liken this generation?
It is like unto chi ldren sitting in t he market s,
and calling unto their f ellows, And saying,
We have piped unt o you, and ye have not
lam ented.
For John came neithe r eating
nor drinking, and t hey say, He hath a devil.
The Son of man came eat ing and d rin king,
and they say, Behold a man gluttonous and
a w inebibber, a f r iend of publicans and sinn ers.
But wisdom is justifi ed in her children"
(Ma tth ew 12:1 6-19 ).
Fault finder s are never reasonabl e, l ogi cal
nor consi st ent. T hey fo und fa ult with John
because he n either at e nor dran k and t hey

What Jesus Said About Faultfinding
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(1) Do not be a faultfinder. "Judge not,
t hat ye be not judged. " T his sounds like a
very per sonal and practi cal r eason, but wha t
does i t mean ? It simply means t hat we will
ge t bac k just what we give. As we d o to
other s, they will do t o us. Us ually those
who ar e al ways f inding f ault with other s
are t he most sensitive to c ri ticism themselves.
They delight in point i ng out th e f aults of
other s, bu t are very m uch upset when an y
menti on is made of t hei r own faults.
(Continued on page 7)

The
James R. Lewis
unl eavened bread . The La mb to be selected
must be eit her from the shee p or the goats,
a mal e without blemish of th e f i rst yea r (Exodus
12:5). The lamb was to be killed on the evening
of the fourte enth day. It is gener ally accepted
that this took place around 3: 00 p.m. One
l a mb would be offered for each f a mily. If
the f am ily was less than ten in number, then
l wo families could share a la mb. Twenty
would be the maximum. T hi s was done in
the home when Israel was in Egypt, but later
was done in the court of the t abernacle or
t emple (Leviti cus 17:4; 2 Chronicles 35:1-11).
When the la mb was sl ain. i ts blood would
be d ra ined into a vessel. The priest would
sprinkle it at the bottom of the altar. The
f a t was cut from the animal and burned in
the fire. The animal was roasted whole without
a bone being broken.
The Passover was to be eat en with
unlea vened br·cad and bitter ll c r·bs (Exodus
1 2:8, 11 , 46). Not onl y was it to be roasted
without a bone being broken but also it was
to be eaten without breaking a bone (Numbers
9:12; Exodus 1 2: 46). The fi r st Passover was
to be eaten while standing on their feet.
Later they reclined around a .table (John
13:23). They wer e to eat it with their loins
girded, wi th shoes on their fee t , and staves
in their hands. None was t o be left until
morning. Any leftovers were to be burned
in the fire.
The uncircumcised , along w ith the unclean,
were forbidden to partake of it. Strangers
were allowed to keep the Passover, but must
keep it according to the same ordinances
as the Jews (Numbers 9:14).

The Passover is one
of three annual feasts,
instituted by God through
Moses, which the Hebrew
people
observed.
It
is
directly
conne c t ed
with the exodus of the
Israelites.
Jn
fa c t, its
primary purpose to th e
Jews was to comm emorate
the Lord's passover of
the households of the Jsr aelites, who had
the blood of the lamb sprinkled upon the
lintel and the two side posts . That nigh t
the Lord smote the oldest son o f the Egypti an's
houses. llen ce , Pharoah let Israel go free
from bondage.
Israel was delivered.
The
passover and its r elated ordinan ces would
be kept forever (Exodus 1 2: 14).
The name "Passover" is used in reference
to four things in the Scriptures:
(1) For the passover lamb (Exodus 12:21 );
(2) For the passover supper (Numbers
33:3);
(3) For the
passover festival lasting
seven days beginning on the fifteenth
day of Abib (later called Ni san). Thi s
i s ref erred to as the "feast of
unleavened bread" (Exodus 23:15).
(4) And, for "Christ our passover" (1
Corinthians 5:7).
'The Time It Was To Be Observed

The time of the Passover festival began
officiall y on the evening of t he fourteenth
day (or fifteenth day's beginning) of the fi1·st
Jewish month, Abib. However, preparation
began on the tenth day of the same month
when the lamb or kid was selected and put
up until it would be killed on the fourteenth
da y (Exoc;lus 12:3). If any one could not keep
the Passover in the first month b y reason
of a long journey, or being unclean by
contacting a dead body, then provision was
made for them to keep the Passover beginning
on the even ing of the fourteenth day of the
se cond month (Numbers 9:10-1 2).

New Testament Signi ficance
The
New
Test a ment
Christian
finds
signifi cance in th e Passover in that it was
a t ype of Chri st. "Pur ge out the refore the
old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as
ye are unleaven ed, Fo r even Christ our passover
is sacrificed for us" (1 Corin th i ans 5:7). Only
those prote cted with th e blood of the lamb
on the door post and those w ho remained
inside their houses were safe that night in
Egypt when the Lord passed over. T oday
only those under the protec ti on of the blood

Ceremonial Observance
Ceremony was strict and ver·y closel y
adhered to in the Passover and days of
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(Continued on page 7)

THE SIN OF FAULTFINDING ••••
(Continued from page 5)

The Pharisees found fault with Jesus
because He ate and drank with sinners (Matthew
9: I 0-13). Simon Peter found fault with Him
because He allowed a sinful woman to touch
Him (Luke 7:36-39). If Jesus, the sinless
Son of God, could not escape the faultfinders
and critics of His day, should we expect to
escape them today? The first rule in learning
how to deal with those who find fault is to
accept that a certain· amount of it is inevitable.
In fact, the Bible warns us against trying
to please everybody {Luke 6:26). Recognize
that it is inevitable that people will find
fault with you if you follow Christ; for, all
of those who "live godly in Christ Jesus shall

This text h; not a prohibition of all judgment. This fact is easily seen in the context.
Look at verse 6: "Give not that which is
holy unto dogs ••• " Thus we must exercise
judgment and discrimination. Notice verse
15: "Beware of false prophets••• " Can one
do this without exercising some kind of judgment? Also note verse 20: "..• by their fruits
ye shall know t'hem." This calls for judgment
on our part.
The judgment that is condemned is a self
righteous, faultfinding judgment. It is possessing a feeling of superiority. Peter wrote,
"···Yea, all of you be subject one to another,

suffer persecution."

and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble"

1101 Airport Circle
Jasper, AL 35501

(1 Peter 5:5). It is the tendency to regard
others with contempt.
(2) Do not try to help others correct
their faults or even look at the faults of others
when we have faults equal to or even greater
than those of our fellow man. "And why

Have you noticed that the man
who says that he is kept away
from Church Services because of
hypocrites seemingly is not influenced by them anywhere else?

beholclest thou the mote that is in thy brother's
eye, but considerest not the beam that is
in thine own eye? ••• Thou hypocrite, first
cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and
then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the
mote out of thy brother's eye" (Matthew

THE PASSOVER ••••
(Continued from page 6)

7:3,5). This is not a prohibition of helping
a brother correct his faults, but rather a
prohibition
of
hypercritical
faultfinding.
Paul said, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of meelmess;

of Christ and secure in His house, the church
{I Timothy 3:15), are safe against the day
of God's wrath. The following are some of
the ways in which Christ could serve as the
antitype of the Passover lamb:
I. He was without blemish (1 Peter 1:10).

considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted"

"But with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot."

(Galatians 6:1). Paul says that it is the "spiritual" who may help a brother in correcting
his faults. That is one who considers himself,
looks at his own life, and remembers that
he is subject to the same temptations. The
one who is "spiritual" is the one who has
removed the beam from his own eye and
can now "see clearly to cast out the mote"
out of his brother's eye (Matthew 7:5). Let
us help our brother get rid of his faults, but
let us first get rid of our own.
We can profit by the faultfinding of others
regardless of what their intention might have
been in their criticism of us. Although the
critics's motive may not be good, and his
choice of time and place to criticize may
be most inappropriate, that does not mean
that we cannot learn from his remarks. There
is the possibility that there is some truth
in the criticism that he has given. We can
train ourselves to learn from unpleasant truth
from our critics.

2. He was killed in the evening (Matthew
27:45-50).
3. His blood provides salvation and deliverance
(1 Peter 1:18,19).
4. Not a bone of Christ's body was broken
{John 19:36). "For these things were done,
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, A bone
of him shall not be broken."

5. The blood of Christ is called the "blood
of sprinkling" (1 Peter 1:2; Hebrews 12:24).
As Christians, we are· greatly blessed
to be under the protective blood of the Lamb
of God. Although we do not keep the Old
Testament
Passover,
we
recognize
its
significance as that which points toward
our deliverance from the bondage of sin
realized in the shed blood of our Passover,
Jesus Christ.
7
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(Romans 12:5.) Once more: "There is one
'body, and one Spirit, even as also ye were
called in one hope of .your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father
of all, who is over all, and throuf]h all,
and in all." (Ephesians 4:4-6.) These Scriptures

CHRISTIAN UNITY

and others that could be quoted show clearly
that all Christians constitute the one body
of Christ, in which there should be no division;
these emphasize the unity of Christians.

H. Leo Boles

Christians, the Kingdom of God on F.arth

The unity taught in the New Testament
is the unity of Christians. They are united
to Christ and to each other. The New Testament knows nothing about "church unity"
in the modern sense of that term; neither
does the New Testament teach anything about
denominational unity. Many religious leaders
are stressing "unity of the denominations."
If every denomination in the world could
be united into one denomination, this would
not be the unity which is taught in the New
Testament. Even if all the churches of Christ
should be federated by some superorganization,
we still would not have the unity taught in
the New Testament. This unity in the New
Testament is presented in many ways.
There are many Scriptures which bear
directly on the subject of unity; there are
many more that indirectly teach the idea
of unity. Frequently, the New Testament
declares that Christians are the body of Christ.
"The cup of blessing which we bless, is it

The church is the kingdom of God on earth.
Since Christians constitute the church, they
compose the kingdom of God on earth. Jesus
said to his disciples: "Blessed are ye poor:
for yours in the kingdom of God" (Luke 6:20.)
The Holy Spirit said throtlgh Paul to Christ~ans
at Colosse: "Who delivered us out ef the
power of darlatess, and translated us into
the kingdom of the Son of his love" (Colossians
1:13.) John, in writing of Christians, said:
"Unto him that loveth us, and loosed us from
our sins by his blood; and he made us to be
a kingdom, to be priests unto his God and
Father" (Revelation 1:5,6.) Christ has been

crowned "King of kings, and Lord of lords";
he is the King of his kingdom. Every Christian
has sanctified or set apart Christ in his heart
as Lord. "But sanctify in your hearts Christ
as Lord" (1 Peter 3:15.) Christians are subject
to the law of Christ; they acknowledge the
regal authority of Christ. The kingdom of
Christ is an organic unity. Christ is not divided,
neither does he reign over a divided kingdom.
The one Lord demands unity among his subjects.
All the Scriptures that apply to the unity
of the body of Christ may be applicable to
the unity of the kingdom of God. The
tendencies toward denominational unity today
are strong evidences of the belief in the New
Testament teaching of unity. There is a
struggle to get back to apostolic unity as
is taught in the New Testament. It can be
done only by giving up denominationalism.

not a communton of the blood of Christ?
The bread which we break, is it not a
communion of the body of Christ? seeing
that we, who are many, are one bread, one
body: for we all partake of the one bread."
(1 Corinthians 10:16,17 .) Again, Paul declares
to the church at Corinth: "For as the body
is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of the body, being many, are one
body; so also is Christ. For in one Spirit
were we all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free; and
were all made to drink of one Spirit ••• That
there shouk1 be no schism in the body; but
that the 'members shouk1 have the same care
one for another. And whether one member
suffereth, all the members suffer with it;
or one member is honored, all the members
rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ,
and severally members thereof." (1 Corinthians

12:12, 13, 25-27 .) Again, Paul declares of
Christ that ''he is the head of the body, the
church." (Colossians 1:18.) And again: "So
we, who are many, are one 'body in Christ,
and severally members one of another."

Christians, One In Christ

Christians are not only in Christ, but
they are one in Christ. This is emphasized
by Christ in his prayer recorded in John 1 7.
"Neither for these only do I pray, but for
them also that believe on me through their
word; that they may all be one; even as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they
also may be in us: that the world may believe
that thou didst send me" (John 17:20, 21.)
8

This union for which Christ prayed was a
(Continued on page 11)

it."
Material things will ne ver sat isfy the
s oul (Matthew 4:4; 6:19-2 0; 16:26).
C . He died a poor ma n (Revelation 3:17).
No reconc ili ation, no peace, likeness,
or fell owship wit h God .
8.

He Thought He Had A Perpetual Lease
on Life.
A . Your casket may have already been
made (Proverbs 27: 1; Jam es 4: 14).
8 . Material things add neither quality
nor quantit y to our lives (2 Cori nthians
5: 10).
C . Wh a t God sa id to thi s man can be
said to a ll one day!
1. How much did he leave behind?
2. Eve ryt hing!

IV.

THE MAN GOD CALLED A FOOL
Luke 12:13-21
Introduction:
1. Som ew here in the Bible the re is a charac ter
whose disposition ma t c hes yours and mine.
Who is it'?
2. One in the com pa ny
of Jesus did not ha ve
his mind on Jes us'
sermon,
a nd
raised
a
ques tion
off the
subject.
3. C hrist took adva ntage
of the occasion to
put
up
a
warning
sign
that
continues
to be seen throughout the book (1 T im othy
6:6-7, 9-11; Colossians 3:5-6; Ephesians
5:5).
4. Why did God call this man a fool?
I.

Conclusion:
1. Thi s ma n wa s t ypical, not exceptiona l.
Our Lo rd did not talk a bout e xceptiona l
peopl e .
2. What would God call you ?
(M a tth ew
7: 24-27 ; 25:1-13).
3. Tf c hanges a re needed in your li fe, why
not make them now . For this nig ht th y
soul may be required of thee!
922 Heritage Drive
Sylacauga, AL 35150

He Left God Out of His Life.
A. The story abounds with personal pronouns, but not God's name. See James
4:13-15.
8. Practical at heism does not deny the
existe nce of God, but a place for God
(Psalm 14:1). See also James 1 :17;
Psalms 127:1.
C . If he had acknowledged this truth,
his fate would have been different
(Matthew 6:33; Psalm 9:17).

=========================================
THE ROSE GARDEN • •.•
(Continued from page 2)

examples sh o w the rose garden gospel is a
false gospel.
The adva ntage for the Christian isn't
the promise of an e asier life and immunity
from misfort une. The Christian is promised
strength to endure (Isaiah 40:29-31; Psalm
27:1; 46:1; 2 Corinthians 12:9; Philippians
4:13). He is promised that his burdens shall
be no greater than he can bear (1 Corinthians
10: 13). He is promised that his trials have
meaning a nd s ignificance (2 Corinthians 1:4;
Romans 5:3; 1 Peter 1:6-9). He is promised
that at the end of life's fretful and fitful
fever ther e is an inheritance reserved in
heaven (1 Pete r 1:4).
Let the reader beware of the modern
reli gious "Pied-Pipers" promising things God
has not promised. The wonderful things God
has promi ed will be more than sufficient
to see us through the oceans of sorrow we
must cross.

II. He Left His Fellowman Out of His Life.
A. There were other barns to be filled
(widows, orphans , lost souls).
8 . There is a pract ical side to our re ligion
(Matthew
22:37-39; Luke 10:30- 36;
Matthew
25:31-46;
Galatians
6:10;
J a mes 1 :27).
C. Those who never think of the divi ne
so urce of their blessings will never
think of a divine purpose for the m
either (Luke 16:19-31).
ID. He Thought His SouJ Could Be Satisfied
with Material Things.
A. The fool's philosophy is: "e at , drink
and be me rry." "If it feels good do

9

P. 0. Box 506
LaFayette, GA 30728

The ani mos it y be t wee n the Jews and the
Samaritans went back many centuries to
the Assyrian ca ptivit y of th e ten tribes . The
anc estors of the Sama rita ns were first brought
into the land of Israel by th e Assy ri a n king,
following the captivity of Israel (2 Ki ngs
17: 24-41 ). When a re mnant of the two tribes
of Judah returned from the 70 year Babylonian
captivity and began the reconstruct ion of
the temple in Je rusalem, the Samaritans
sought to assist in the work. This gesture
was refused and a bitter rivalry began between
th e two peoples which never subsided
(Nehemiah 2-4) . Soon after t he Jews' temple
was rebuilt , in the days of Nehe miah, Manasse h
sought permission of Alexander the Great
to build a temple of Mt. Geri z im which would
riva l that of t he Jews. The Grecia n leader
granted that permiss ion and the Samaritan
t emple was built in a bout 33 2 B.C. a nd stood
until th e days of John Hyrcanus in 1 29 B.C.
While the Jews had no dealings with the
Samaritans, Jesus certainly did. The Lord
was above all religious, social and raci al
prejudice. lf Jesus had been party to the
hatred of people, then he would never have
spoken with the woman who ventured to Jacob's
well that day, but because he spoke with
her, this woman learned four of life's most
important lessons in the span of a very short
time. The lessons which she learned in so
brief a time many people never learn in a
life ti me , no matter how long that may be.
What were these lessons? In this two part
article , I will suggest four:

THE WOMAN AT JACOB'S WELL
(Part 1)
In John 4 is one of
the most important meetings between t wo people
that we find in the Bible.
Any
meeting
between
man and God is important,
but here we find Christ
the Son of God in dialogue
with
a
most
unlikely
subject.
We
find
here
,,.,.
a n unlikely subject because
this individual was a woman and the disciples
"marveled t hat he talked with the woman"
(John 4:27). Why was it so amazing that
Jesus
conversed
with a
woman?
The
signifi cance of John's statement is seen in
the bitter prejudice that existed toward women
in his day. Talking with a woman was contrary
to the custom of the doctors of the Law,
by whom it was said that, "A man s hould
not salute a woman in a public place, not
even his own wife," and that it was "better
that the words of the Law should be burnt
tha n delivered to women. 11 1 And one of the
prayers in the daily service of the synagogue
was, "Blessed art thou , 0 Lord ... Who hast
not made me a woman. 11 2 This meeting was
unusual in a third way because this individual
was a sinner. The Pharisees ridiculed Jesus
as one who "receiveth sinne rs" (Luke 15:2).
If anybody else other than J esus, had been
sitting at Jacob's well the day the Samaritan
woman ca me along, the conversation recorded
in John 4 (or a nything even remotely related
to it) might never have taken place.
John said that Jesus "must needs go through
Samaria" (vs. 4). Why the necessity? It was
necessar y to travel thorugh Sa maria if one
was to go from Judea (the southernmost
province of Palestine) to Galilee (the
northernmost province). It was not unusual,
however, for some, owing to the hatred which
existed between the Jews and Samaritans,
to go the long way around, thus taking over
twi ce as long to reach their Galilean
destination. But, even more important than
this being the shortest route there was the
work of God to be done in Samaria (vss. 34-35).

I. Eternal Life (vs. 10-15)

The woman at Jacob's well lea rned about
eternal life . There are ma ny people who
never learn tha t there is more to life than
just this life. The humanistic notion tha t
this life is all there is has a death grip on
the human race, a nd freedom from worldly
bondage is found only in the l ife which Christ
offers (Luke 12:13-34). This life is not
sustained by physical food , but by divine
(Matthew 4:4; 1 Peter 2:2). Th e water at
J acob's well yielded only a temporary satisfa ction to a thirsty person, as physical fulfillment
can only do. Our bodily cravings will continue
no matter how many times t hey are grati fied.
No matter how oft en one quenches his thirst
he will thirst aga in.
The Lord here makes the distinction
between earthly and ph ysical blessings. There
is no worldly comfort which gives lasting
sa tisfaction, but Christ is the source of eternal,
10

(Cont inued on page 11)

CHRISTIAN UNITY • •••

THE WOMAN AT JACOB'S ••••

(Continued from page 8)

(Continued from page 10)

This union for which Christ prayed was a
visible union. "That the world may believe
that thou didst send me" suggests visible
unity. This is further emphasized by the
words of Christ when he said: "A new

satisfaction, but Christ is the source of eternal,
unfailing, life-giving water. Who may have
this eternal sustainance which Jesus spoke
of? Jesus answers in saying, "Blessed are

they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6).

commandment I give unto you, that ye love
one another; even as I have loved you, that
ye also love one another. By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another" (John 13:34, 35.)

In other words, righteousness must· be that
which one intensely seeks after. John wrote,
"l will give unto him that is athirst of the

fountain of the water of life freely" (Revelation

The love that Christians are to have for each
other impels them to be one in Christ. All
the churches of Christ are alike in type of
character, faith, love, joy and peace; they
constitute the one body and are "severally
mem'bers one of another." Christians are
so closely united, if faithful to the Lord,
that if "one member suffereth, all the members

21:6; Cf., 21:17).
May our reaction to the gospel be like
that of this woman when she said to Jesus
"Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not,
neither come hither to draw" (vs. 15). Even
though it appears that this woman, like Nicodemus (John 3), was not then fully aware
of the true nature of the life of which Jesus
spoke, at least she could ask for the gift
which had already been assured her (vs 10).
So many people will not even do that much!
Jesus said of the Jews, "And ye will not come
to me, that ye might have life" (John 5:40).
It is true even today that stubbornness of
heart, rather than the inability to find the
way of truth, is the fatal error of so many
people. Again, Jesus said, "And this is the

suffer with it; or one member is honored,
all the members rejoice with it" (1 Corinthians
12:26.) Any division or strife is contrary
to the fundamental relationship that Christians
sustain to each other. All division among
the people of God is condemned. (1 Corinthians
1:12; 2:1,2; 3:1-3.) James and Peter in their
writings reprove sharply Christians for strife
and divisions; they also urge unity in brotherly
love. (James 4:1; 5:9,16; 1 Peter 1:22; 2:1;
3:11; 4:8.) Nearly all of the New Testament
writers have emphasized the unity of God's
people.

will of him that sent m*J, that every one that
seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him
up at the last day" (John 6:40). The reader
will notice that Jesus made an attractive
offer to the woman and she became interested,
even if she did not understand all that it
was about.
How often do we use this effective approach
in holding out to others that eternal satisfaction
which every person longs for, which the world
and man-made religion cannot satisfy? There
is that nameless unsatisfied longing which
God has instilled in us which will feel the
frustration of something lacking until we
find the truth of God which sets us free (John
8:32). There is a thirst within us whiCh only
living water can quench, and which ·only Jesus
Christ can satisfy. (To be continued)

Christians, Brethren

God is our Father, Christ our elder brother.
Christians constitute the family of God; hence,
they are brethen in Christ. This indicates
their unity. This term "brethren" is applied
to Christians more than two hundred times
in the New Testament. It implies the unity
of a family. "But be not ye called Rabbi:
for one is your teacher, and all ye are brethren"
(Matthew 23:8.) "This saying therefore went
forth among the brethren" (John 21:23.) "Let

there be no stirfe, ... between me and thee, ••• for
we are brethren" (Genesis 13:8.)
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say those who want union without unity. Yes,
and they are probably narrow on opinions,
great on promises, little on faith that works
by love, big on worldly pleasures, wide on
innovations, long on entertainment, and short
on the Word of God!

1B. F. Westcott, The Gospel According
to St. John (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Company, 1962), p. 74.
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Dear Editors:

Dear brethren:
While I appreciate your paper, I have decided
to stop receiving it. Please remove my name
from the list.

I visited the Clinton chur ch of Christ in
Clinton, N.C. two weeks a go and Robert
C. Oliver gave me some copie s of GOSPEL
CLEANER. I found the ma te rial within well
written. It's encouraging to know we still
have those who are following in the old paths.
Would you add my name and another elder
for a free subscription. Thanks so much ... May
God bless this work.
James T. Brinkley
Saint A lbans, WV

Jim Boyd
Convoy, OH
Dear brethren:

Dear Hros. Dillon and Whittemore:
My mother is dying and not a member
of the Lord's church and I am having a bad
time in letting her go. I'm not able to talk
death with her. I went to church and two
wonderful things began to happen for me.
Bro. Larry Albritton preached on the reality
of hell and heaven and my long time friend
and sister in Christ was restored and prayed
for.
Then I read in the April-June COSP EL
CLEANER about "Coping With Ber eavement"
and in the July-September GOSPEL CLEANER
about "The Burdens of Life". These things
really relieved my mind about letting mom
go in death. I just hope and pray for her
best outlook. I'm really tom inside about
her, but being with the Christian brothers
and sisters at Westside church of Christ sure
helps me alot. Please, I and my family, really
need your prayers. Cod bless your good work.

I received a copy of the GOSPEL GLEANER
and find i t very helpful.
Please add my name to your mailing list.

Thank you.
Barclay Riley
Gates, TN
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