Gospel Gleaner
Vol. 31  No. 2

Writers for this Issue
Brandon Blankenship
Denver, Colorado
Bill Brandstatter
Marion, Illinois
Ronald Bryant
Huntsville, Alabama
Adam Cox
Cantonment, Florida
Garrett English
Austin, Texas
Andy Erwin
Fayetteville, Alabama
Jackson Erwin
Elizabethton, Tennessee
Brandon Foresha
Moundsville, West Virginia
Mel Futrell
Birmingham, Alabama
Brian Kenyon
Lakeland, Florida
Matt Langfield
Knoxville, Tennessee
Dave Smith
Rochester, Illinois

Tomorrow’s Preachers
Today
Andy Erwin
In this issue of the Gleaner we will
be featuring a few of the students in
some of our schools of preaching.
These schools are operated by various
congregations and overseen by their
respective elders. The schools we are
featuring have a good reputation for
being sound in their teaching and
graduating good students of the Word.
Some of you may recall that we
had a similar issue last year which met
with good results and seemed to be
greatly appreciated. We are happy to
encourage the young men who have
written for this issue and others like
them. We should be thankful that such
men are training to be our ministers.
They are dedicating their lives to serving their Lord and His church. These
young men and others like them will
be the ones who teach and covert our
children and grandchildren. They will
be there to comfort and counsel us.
They will conduct weddings and funerals. They will visit us in times of
need to bring us cheer.
The effectiveness of their respective ministries will depend greatly
upon us – our behavior, our words,
and our actions. Let us love, encourage, teach, and inspire them. “Let him
who is taught the word share in all
good things with him who teaches”
(Galatians 6:6).
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The Consequences of Pleasing Men
Brandon Foresha
Wisdom is found in Paul’s statement to the Christians in Galatia: “For
do I now persuade men, or God? Or
do I seek to please men? For if I still
pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. But I make known
to you, brethren, that the gospel which
was preached by me is not according
to man” (Gal. 1:10-11).
When it appears as if everyone is
happy with the work of their minister,
it might be time for that minister to
look at the object of his labors. The
consequence of pleasing men is that
God is no longer the focus of all that
you do. When people are pleased, the
world is pleased. In many instances,
Christ did not attempt to please every
person He met! Our Lord taught His
disciples that the world would hate
them because of His sake (John
15:18-19).
Balaam, a prophet of God, is a
great example of what can happen
when a person decides to please men
rather than God. Balak, king of the
Moabites, sent messengers to Balaam
requesting that he come and curse the
children of Israel. God spoke to Balaam and told him not to go with these
princes of Moab. Balaam sent the
messengers away, but more returned
and Balaam showed a desire to go
with them. The Lord had already given Balaam His answer, but He gave
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Balaam the free-will to decide for
himself what he would do (Num.
22:9-21). God was not pleased with
Balaam’s decision. The angel of the
Lord was sent to kill Balaam for his
treachery against God (Num. 22:2223). This is the result of pleasing men
rather than God!
When Saul decided to overstep his
authority as king of Israel and sacrifice on behalf of his army, he was
pleasing men. Saul was from the tribe
of Benjamin; priests from Levi were
the only people who could make sacrifices on behalf of Israel! Saul had a
lapse in judgment when his desire to
please his men outweighed his desire
to please his God (1 Sam. 13:8-12).
The punishment from God for such
transgression was the kingdom departing from Saul’s family (1 Sam. 13:1314). When one remembers the punishment for Nadab and Abihu for
tampering with God’s plan in worship
(Lev. 10:1-2), the mercy shown by
God to Saul is remarkable! Saul
learned a lesson of the consequences
of being a people-pleaser and all must
learn from his mistake.
The decision is simple for a Christian. One must serve God rather than
man throughout the longevity of their
lives (Acts 5:29)! The Lord requires
complete service to Him and His
kingdom; anything less in unaccepta-

ble. Three different men came to Jesus
Christ and showed a desire to be in
His service. All three times Jesus told
them to count the cost of being His
disciple (Luke 9:57-62). Matthew is
the shining example of what one
should do when Christ beckons someone into His service (Matt. 9:9). When
one realizes that Christ suffered death
on a cross for him, it should motivate
him to serve Jesus with the remainder
of his lives (Gal. 2:20)!
God has always asked man to love
Him with all of his heart, soul, and
mind (Deut. 6:5; Matt. 22:36-37).
Many of the rulers of the Jews believed Jesus to be the Christ, but because they loved the praise of men
more; they rejected Him (John 12:3543). Pleasing men will only last a
short season, but pleasing God shall
last for eternity.

Brandon Foresha was born in West
Virginia and raised in Northeast Ohio.
He also attended Freed Hardeman
University and earned a BA in History. Brandon’s father, Michael Foresha, is a Gospel preacher and a graduate of the West Virginia School of
Preaching, where he at one time
taught.
He met his wife, Amber, at Gulf Coast
Bible Camp in southern Mississippi.
Amber and Brandon have been happily married for three years and are
looking forward too many more years
together.
Brandon is currently enrolled at the
West Virginia School of Preaching in
Moundsville, West Virginia, where he
is studying to be a full-time preacher.
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ARE YOU CONTENT?
Garrett English
“The sleep of a laboring man is
sweet, Whether he eats little or much;
But the abundance of the rich will not
permit him to sleep” – Eccl. 5:12
(NKJV)
Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes in the
style of prose; thus, interpreting it is
often difficult. To understand any
passage in the book, we must understand the message of the book. The
message of Ecclesiastes can be found
in the emphatic, final two verses
which Solomon slowly built up to.
Each chapter expounds upon the vain
treasures of life, and Solomon repeatedly discovers “all is vanity” under
the sun (Eccl. 12:8).
Solomon’s final words of the book
conclude the whole thought and bring
clarity to the messages within the
book. He speaks to the vanity of riches, honor, knowledge, material things,
and objectifying women. In the end,
Solomon concludes that life without
God is worthless no matter what you
try to replace Him with!
Now that we know the message of
the book, we must find how each
chapter applies to the overall message,
but especially for our purposes, chapter five. Throughout the book, Solomon makes contrasts between wisdom
and folly (i.e. foolish living). In the
context of chapter five, Solomon
speaks of the vanity of wealth and
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honor in a world without God. The
idea begins with a broad testament to
the vanities of riches in 5:8, but in
5:10 he begins describing the specific
vanities of riches. He attests to the
limited nature of riches and how they
only amount to something pleasing to
the eyes. In Ecclesiastes 5:12 Solomon indicates that riches had become
the cause of anxiety which had then
resulted in the loss of much sleep due
to the constant worry that comes with
the abundance of riches.
When Solomon remarked, “The
sleep of a laboring man is sweet,” he
reveals to us that those who work hard
for their family are able to sleep without worry or care because they have
provided for their family and are satisfied. The man who labors is satisfied
with the wages given to him, knowing
God has provided for him the necessities of life (Matt. 6:31-34).
When Solomon mentions “the
abundance of the rich,” he begins the
contrast between the laboring man and
the rich man who does not labor
much, if at all, for his wages. Because
of the riches described as something
limited to pleasing the eyes in the end,
it seems the riches come with worries
and anxieties that “will not permit him
to sleep.”
Perhaps Solomon in all his riches
had experienced this firsthand! Perhaps he longed for the sweet sleep he

used to have when he labored in his
youth as a shepherd; instead, Solomon
likely stayed up through anxietyfilled, restless nights thinking about
the abundance of material things he
had as the King of Israel, never satisfied.

Garrett English is 25 years old, and
grew up in Keller, TX. He married the
former Brittany Word--of Devine,
TX--in December of 2016. He intends
to work full-time in the ministry of
God's Word upon graduation.

Solomon’s wisdom reveals to us
that all the things sought by a man
who does not fear God or keep His
commandments are meaningless. In a
worldview without God, man’s wisdom proves truly foolish. Riches and
abundance of material things are vain
because they do not make us content.
Efforts of seeking happiness through
riches will not be rewarded. Only God
provides true contentment!
Are you content or always wanting
more? Do you lose
sleep focusing on
acquiring more or
are you happy with
what you have?
Mankind
always finds himself
a fool compared to
God. Let us seek a
worldview focused
on pleasing God
by being content
with what He has
given us!
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Sketches of Our Pioneers
$10.95
Barton W. Stone, Thomas and Alexander Campbell,
Samuel Rogers, Walter Scott, “Raccoon” John Smith,
Moses E. Lard, and many others are featured in this brief
Restoration Movement history. Includes the “Autobiography of Chester Bullard,” a work which hasn’t seen
print since it was first published in the Christian Standard in 1893.

The Ivory Domino
$16.95
If you liked Muscle and a Shovel, you won’t want
to miss this book about one man’s journey out of
Catholicism!

The Lost Sermons of H. Leo Boles
$11.95
122 previously-unpublished sermon outlines
from the former Gospel Advocate editor.

Many More Titles Are Available
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Evangelist, Minister, Preacher
Matt Langfield
We look to Jesus as the perfect
example of Christian living. He lived
a life that was always obedient to the
Father’s will, never gave into the
temptations of the devil and was willing to suffer greatly to seek and save
the lost (John 8:29; Matt. 26:42; Eph.
6:11; Luke 19:10). In Matthew 28:19,
Jesus delivered the Great Commission, saying, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Faithful Christians strive to obey this
command.
While we commonly preach “go
therefore and make disciples,” there is
also the sometimes difficult task of
reaching the lost, which falls between
the two. We look for more effective
and efficient ways to share the gospel
with the world around us, but perhaps
we should consider simply looking
again to the perfect example of Christ.
In John chapter 4, we read the familiar account of Jesus and the Samaritan woman at the well. While the
passage shows us the humanity of
Jesus and the love he had for the
lost—even those beyond the walls of
Jerusalem—it also demonstrates Jesus
as the perfect example of an evangelist, minister and preacher.
First, Jesus provided the perfect
example of an evangelist by showing

the Samaritan woman what the gospel
looks like. In John 4:7, Jesus began by
simply saying to the woman, “Give
Me a drink.” She was surprised to be
spoken to by a Jewish man and questioned why He would ask her for a
drink (v. 9).
Jesus then took the opportunity to
tell her of a better way to live and of
“living water” that leads to “everlasting life” (vv. 10–14). Jesus demonstrated the gospel by first starting a
conversation—in spite of racial, economic, political and cultural differences—and then by giving the woman
hope for a better, eternal life.
Second, Jesus provided the perfect
example of a minister by considering
the needs of the woman and guiding
her to the great blessings that come
through obedient living. Jesus instructed the woman, “Go, call your
husband, and come here.” This
demonstrated Christ’s willingness to
discuss the problems with which she
struggled, an area in her life that she
needed to change.
The woman’s answer, “I have no
husband,” revealed her recognition of
sin, or at least error, in her life (v. 17).
The care and love that Jesus showed
for the woman is evident by His willingness and desire to help her improve
her life, which led to some very pointed doctrinal questions.
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Finally, Jesus provided the perfect
example of a preacher by providing
the instruction that the woman needed
to hear in order to find salvation. As
the conversation unfolded, Jesus told
the struggling Samaritan woman,
“God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth”
(v. 24). Jesus told the woman what
she “must” do. The pattern that Jesus
provides begins with evangelism,
transitions to ministry, and results in
preaching.
We need to follow the perfect example of Christ as we “go therefore
and make disciples.” We should consider following the pattern that we
read in John chapter 4 by first striving
to be Christ-like evangelists. We need
to show the lost in the world around
us what the gospel looks like. We
must be willing to start simple conversations with people, regardless of
our social similarities or differences.
We should share with people the hope
of a better life on this earth and an
eternal life in heaven. Ministry is as
necessary today as it was for Jesus as
He sat near that well in Samaria.
Ultimately, we must preach. We
must teach God’s commands and explicitly teach what is necessary for
any soul to find salvation. While it
may be tempting at times to skip a
step or focus on only one portion of
seeking and saving the lost, if we sincerely desire to be Christ-like, we
should follow Christ’s perfect pattern.
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Matt Langfield is a 1999 graduate of
Freed-Hardeman University and a
current student of the Southeast Institute of Biblical Studies. He and his
wife Julie have two children, Maylie
(4) and Adler (2), and look forward to
graduating in May of this year and
beginning a full-time work in ministry.

6612 Beaver Ridge Road
Knoxville, TN 37931
(865) 691-7444
www.wedopreaching.com
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Collect the Writings of Such Men
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Barry Jones
(409) 920-0667
drbarryjones1991@gmail.com
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Unity is the Antidote for Division
Brandon Blankenship
“Now I exhort you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be
made complete in the same mind and
in the same judgment” (1 Corinthians
1:10) (NASB).
Can a physical family be successful despite having division present on
a normal basis? Imagine for a moment, a family that is continually involved in strife, quarreling, and conflict and logically consider whether or
not they are productive. Furthermore,
imagine whether or not unity is something that can be obtained in this particular situation. Most would agree
that achieving unity in a family that
continues to possess these characteristics is something very far-fetched.
Consequently, why would the
church of Christ be any different? We
as Christians are well aware that God
requires unity in His church, nevertheless, it is not uncommon to find division to be prevalent in many congregations. I suppose one could simply
speak the obvious and say, “it is sinful
to have division in the Lord’s
church!”
However, this statement in and of
itself only identifies the problem
without offering a solution. Fortunately, in 1 Corinthians 1:10, Paul through
the Holy Spirit offers a divine solution
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to the problem of division and it is not
as complicated as one would imagine.
Unity is the antidote that the church
must use to solve the problem of division. In this particular verse, Paul
gives us the key principles that must
be applied in order to allow unity to
trump division.
The first of these divine principles
that will be emphasized for the purpose of unity is the fact that the
Church can avoid division if we “all
agree.” This phrase is also translated
“that you all speak the same thing”
(ASV/NKJV/KJV).
The Corinthians were not in
agreement, nor were they speaking the
same things. It can clearly be determined that the Corinthian church was
divided, simply by reading chapters
11-14, which exposes how they were
conducting themselves in the assembly. This demands the question, could
their worship possibly have been productive and successful despite so
much division being present? Imagine
if you will, a successful sports team.
Can they function properly and be
productive despite division being present or do they need to “all agree” on
the ultimate goal (success) in order to
win a championship?
Likewise, if the church wants to be
productive and successful, we must
seek agreement. This does not mean

that every individual is going to always agree on every single detail and
decision in the church. However, it
does mean that everyone should agree
on divine truth and doctrinal decisions
simply because we should agree with
God.
Furthermore, we should agree that
unity with regard to doctrinal truth is
imperative simply because that is
what God wants (John 17:20-23).
Therefore, Paul is not suggesting that
every member of the congregation
must be in agreement with regard to
what color carpet should be chosen
for the auditorium.
Nevertheless, since these decisions
do arise, unity should demand that
they work diligently toward being
patient with one another while working out a solution that the majority of
the congregation can accept and be
wise enough to understand that something as trivial as the carpet color certainly is not essential enough to divide
the congregation.
The next divine principle that Paul
uses to instruct the Corinthian Church
with regard to unity is to seek to have
“no divisions.” What better way is
there to avoid division than simply
seeking to have “no divisions?” With
that being said, one can read the book
of first Corinthians and determine that
the Corinthians were more interested
in seeking to have division rather than
unity.
We learn about the Corinthians
elevating certain men (1:11, 12),

competing with one another (3:11-23),
having division with regard to the
Lord’s supper, and being arrogant
with regard to spiritual gifts (13-14).
Thus, clearly, these Corinthians were
certainly known for their division.
However, Paul is stressing to them to
have unity and to avoid divisions at all
cost. As mentioned already, Paul obviously was not naive enough to think
that the Corinthians could agree on
every single detail in every situation.
Nonetheless, a hearty effort to avoid
divisions should encourage them to be
united on all doctrinal matters and to
seek to compromise on all nonessential matters.
It seems a modern day example of
how the church should seek to have
“no divisions” is the differences between non-institutional and mainstream congregations. Although some
may satisfy their own preferences by
having this division, biblically speaking, God does not seem to be pleased.
Just as the Corinthian church fell
short, the church today is sometimes
guilty of finding more reasons to divide rather than to unite.
May we put aside our “pet peeves”
and seek to be unified on the truth of
God’s word and bind where God
binds and loosen where God has not
bound. Ultimately, the principle that
must be bound is the fact that there
should be “no divisions.”
The final divine principle that Paul
uses to help the Corinthian Church
become more unified is to be “made
complete.” It is interesting that Paul
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not only instructs them to be “made
complete,” but relates how they can
accomplish this. He instructed them to
be of the “same mind and in the same
judgment.”
However, it is clear that these Corinthians were not of the “same mind
and same judgment” on several issues.
We can see that they were not on the
same page with regard to unity (1:1013), marriage (chapter 7), Lord’s supper (chapter 11), and especially spiritual gifts (chapters 12-13). Sadly,
these Corinthians were divided in
various areas and did not even seem to
recognize it as a problem. Interestingly enough, it is sometimes easier to
recognize the need for others to have
unity than it is for our own selves.
Take for instance two surgeons
that are performing surgery on you,
would you want them to be unified? It
is evident that they must be united
with the “same mind” and the “same
judgment” with regard to their decisions and actions that will be affecting
you as a patient. If not, your health
will be at risk and you could suffer
great consequences from their division.
Likewise, the church as a whole
can certainly suffer the consequences
of division. Christians must be willing
to reason together and seek to be
“complete.” Being complete requires
that we use biblical judgments rather
than our own opinions with regard to
spiritual matters. If we as the church
seek to be made complete, we can
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certainly be unified in the way that
God intended.
In conclusion, if we as a church
fail to apply these simple principles, it
will inevitably lead to quarreling and
division as it did in the Corinthian
church (1 Corinthians 1:11, 12). Division should not even be mentioned
with regard to Christianity because we
should all be fully united in Christ (1
Corinthians 1:13). Christ is head of
the church (1 Corinthians 11:3; Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 5:23) and Christians should submit to His authority
on all spiritual or doctrinal matters.
Since heaven is our goal, we should
all be willing to be united together to
ensure that one another gets there.
If we follow Paul’s inspired instructions by seeking to be in agreement, avoiding division at all cost,
and striving together to be complete
(1 Corinthians 1:10), the church will
undoubtedly be unified and be more
productive in evangelizing to a lost
and dying world, which will result in
rescuing more and more souls from
hell.

Brandon Blankenship is 33 years old
from Chapmanville, WV. He is married with a family of 5 (2 boys and 1
girl). He is currently a sophomore at
Bear Valley Bible Institute. of this
year.
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Living in No Man’s Land
Adam Cox
1914 marked the beginning of one
of the deadliest human conflicts in
human history. Because of the number
of countries involved in the war, it
would soon become known as “The
Great War” and would be fought on
multiple continents.
One of the reasons why the war
would become so bloody was due to
the invention and usage of new military weapons. The use of aerial bombings, mustard gas, and the increased
utilization of machine guns resulted in
higher casualty rights for both sides.
In conjunction with these new weapons, both sides relied on older military
tactics that further increased casualty
rates. For instance, most armies had
not yet moved away from the strategy
of having their soldiers stand in lines
across a field and fire at one another.
This strategy was typically thought of
as being the respectable way to fight a
battle, but these new weapons showed
how outdated that type of military
combat was.
Military commanders then attempted to figure out a new strategy to
fight the war. Thus, from 1915-1916,
WWI battlefields saw an increased
usage of trenches to protect their soldiers. In many cases, the opposing
armies would each have a series of
trenches dug and constructed with an
open field in between each army’s
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trench. These trenches did a much
more effective job of protecting soldiers from death. However, the goal to
win theses battles was to cross over
that open field to capture the enemy’s
trench. Doing this meant that the soldier had to leave the safety of the
trench to cross the open field to capture the opposing army’s trench. As a
result, this open field that was often
filled with waves of barbwire was the
main location where soldiers would
die, and it became known as “No
Man’s Land.”
While soldiers wanted to win the
battle there was not always a sense of
eagerness to cross into No Man’s
Land because of the dangers that
awaited them. It was essentially a
place where no man wanted to be
stuck in, yet the images of No Man’s
Land would become some of the most
well recognized images of WW1.
Certainly, we recognize that a
physical No Man’s Land does not
exist today as it did on many of
WWI’s battlefields, but we certainly
should recognize that a spiritual No
Man’s Land exists today. That No
Man’s Land is the world! It is a place
where the Christian can struggle to
maintain his spiritual life because of
the contents of the world as John
states, “For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the

eyes, and he pride of life, is not of the
Father, but is of the world.” (1 Jn.
2:16).

eousness has always been opposed to
the will of God no matter the dispensation that one lives in.

Yet, God has called Christians to
fight against the wickedness of the
world as Paul states, “For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

It is the spiritual No Man’s land
that no obedient Christian should want
to be stuck in as Paul states in verses 1
and 5 that living according to the
principles of the world means spiritual
death. In addition there is a creator
and sustainer of the immorality that
exists in this spiritual No Man’s Land.

So, in a sense, Christians are stuck
in No Man’s Land, but just as the soldiers in WW1 created trenches to protect themselves from bombings and
machine gun fire, Christians have a
trench that offers protection from the
world: the Church. In Ephesians 2,
Paul essentially addresses the nature
of that spiritual No Man’s Land, its
effect on mankind, and the blessings
of being in the church – the trench
that protects us from No Man’s Land.

Paul points out that this is the
prince of the power of the air – a reference to Satan. Satan is certainly the
adversary as Paul states later on in the
letter to put on the whole armor of
God so that the Christian can withstand the craftiness of the devil’s attacks (Eph 6:11).

In verses 2-3, Paul addresses the
essence of the world and the author of
all that is wrong in the world. Paul
notes that the world walks a particular
course that can be easily identified.
Typically, when we think of the word
“course,” we think of a path that a
runner might follow.
However, the Greek word that is
translated course is “αἰών” meaning
an extended period of time or age.
Paul’s stating that the way of the
world has always been identifiable
since sin entered through Adam in the
Garden of Eden. Thus, the nature of
the world has not changed; unright-

After verse 3, Paul devotes the rest
of the chapter illustrates the blessings
of being in the trench – the church.
Paul states that we are raised up together and made to sit together in
heavenly places. According to verses
11-13, Paul notes that this was not
always the case as the Jews and those
that proselytized to Judaism held the
special distinction of being called
God’s children.
Yet, the call of Christ to be a part
of his body is an invitation extend to
both Jew and Gentile and that through
Christ the New Testament church was
composed of individuals of different
races. In addition, Paul notes that we
are shown the riches of his grace in
verse 7. Those riches are elaborated
further in verses 19-20.
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The Christian has his citizenship in
heaven and thus has the hope of eternal life if he or she is obedient. Thus,
being in the trench – the church – illustrates the result of man’s acceptation of God’s grace. Ultimately, why
would the Christian desire to live according to the principles of that Spiritual No Man’s Land where spiritual
death is an inevitable reality.
Adam Cox is a first year student at
NWFSBS. He is a graduate of Mississippi State University with a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in History.
Upon graduation, he plans to preach
for a small congregation while teaching college History. His father is the
preacher at Verona church of Christ
(Verona, MS).
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Great Doctrines of the Bible
Robert Waggoner
$22.95
Order from Gospel Light Books
(870) 379-2412

KOINE GREEK AND THE SIN OF HOMOSEXUALITY
Jackson W. Erwin

In the previous issues of the
Gleaner, we have examined certain
areas that are amid heated debates
within 21st century American society.
We have examined the subjects of
abortion and transgenderism, but now
attention will be turned to the popular
subject of homosexuality. This is one
issue in which the Bible is so clear in
its admonition against the practice,
and yet so many people, using bad
and illogical argumentation, support
it.
Lipscomb University, which has
strayed into liberalism for several
years now, celebrated National Coming Out Month in October of last year.
In their own news service Lumination
Network, Abbi Scott wrote:
In recognition of National Coming
Out Day, Lipscomb’s LGBTQ+
students painted the Bison rainbow colors, standing around it
from early morning until evening
on Thursday in support of the
LGBT community on campus.
Throughout the day, doughnuts
were handed out, faces were
painted and conversations took
place. ‘This is about the freedom
to be who you are, especially on
this campus,’ student Aria Bartley
said. ‘There’s a difference between acceptance and supporting,

and although not everyone is going to be supportive, this is about
learning to accept everyone for
who they are.1
This is a matter of extreme importance, as it dictates whether the
LGBTQ community should be included as faithful members of the church
and without any need of repentance of
their same-sex marriages before obeying the gospel. It determines whether
gay preachers and church leaders
should be in the pulpits and becoming
active members in the church. Most
importantly, this issue determines
whether the Christian faith has been
wrong in its interpretation of passages
such as 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, 1 Timothy 1:10 and Romans 1:26-27.
While there are many (albeit bad)
arguments provided by LGBTQ advocates, one that will be focused on primarily in this article is that the two
Greek words ἀρσενοκοῖται (arsenokoitai; literally “male-bed”) and
μαλακοὶ (malakoi; literally “soft”) are
too unclear for one to claim that they
are condemning homosexuality. The
words are found together in 1 Corinthians 6:9-10, in which Paul wrote,
“Do you not know that the unright-

1

http://luminationnetwork.com/lipscombstudents-celebrate-national-coming-day/
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eous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of
God” (NKJV; emphasis added). The
KJV renders the phrase as “nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with
mankind,” (a translation which might
be misleading) and the ESV translated
the two as reading, “nor men who
practice homosexuality” while also
containing a footnote stating, “The
two Greek terms translated by this
phrase refer to the passive and active
partners in consensual homosexual
acts.”

only used by the Apostle Paul. Its
literal meaning is “male bed.” No
one knows what Paul was referring to but, if he wanted to denote
same-sex love, there were other
words available to him that he
could have easily used. The word
translated “effeminate” in 1 Corinthians 6:9 is malakoi. It means
“soft.” It’s used elsewhere in
Scripture to denote soft clothing.
(Matthew 11:8) In this context it
probably refers to people of soft
morals, or people who lack courage. In any case, to translate it as
“effeminate” in a pejorative way
would contradict Paul’s assertion
of the equality of men and women
in Christ. (Galatians 3:28).2

However, despite the well-trained
Greek scholars who translated this
passage as referring to homosexuality,
LGBTQ advocates hold these translations as being inaccurate and biased,
stating that their meanings are too
unclear to be used as texts condemning gay sex and marriage. One such
advocate, Jerry Maneker, commented
on these two Greek words, writing:

This is the general argumentation
provided by the LGBTQ community
and will thus be the basis of this article’s refutation. Many things can be
noticed in Maneker’s argumentation
that raise what might be called “doctrinal floodlights.” First, the word
“homosexual” never appears in any
“manuscript” because the manuscripts
of the New Testament were written in
Koine Greek! Of course, this term
won’t be found verbatim in the manuscripts of the New Testament, but the
Greek word for the sin will be found.

The word “homosexual” never appears in any biblical manuscript,
as it was a word coined in the late
19th Century and first appeared in
an English Bible translation, the
Revised Standard Version, in
1946. The Greek word used for
“homosexual,” arsenokoitai, is an
obscure word that doesn’t seem to
appear in any other ancient writings, and may very well have been
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Secondly, when he states that the
“Greek word used for ‘homosexual,’
arsenokoitai, is an obscure word that
2

https://www.gaychurch.org/homosexualityand-the-bible/some-talking-points-onchristianity-and-homosexuality/

doesn’t seem to appear in any other
ancient writings, and may very well
have been only used by the Apostle
Paul,” shows that this is not one who
has done his homework on the subject.
The word was used by other men
both in secular literature and in the
Bible itself by Jews! In the Septuagint
(LXX), the Greek translation of the
Old Testament written in the 2nd century B.C., the term is found in Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13.
In Leviticus 18:22, our English
translation reads, “You shall not lie
with a male as with a woman. It is an
abomination,” an obvious passage
refuting homosexuality. However, in
the Greek Septuagint, Maneker’s accusation is denied when it says, “καὶ
μετὰ ἄρσενος οὐ κοιμηθήσῃ κοίτην
γυναικός βδέλυγμα γάρ ἐστιν” (emphasis added).
The
two
words
“ἄρσενος”
(“male”) and “κοίτην” (“bed”; or
“lie”) is used by the Septuagint to
refer to the act of same-sex relations.
Likewise, in Leviticus 20:13, the
NKJV reads, “If a man lies with a
male as he lies with a woman, both of
them have committed an abomination.
They shall surely be put to death.
Their blood shall be upon them.”
The LXX also translated the verse
as saying, “καὶ ὃς ἂν κοιμηθῇ μετὰ
ἄρσενος κοίτην γυναικός βδέλυγμα
ἐποίησαν ἀμφότεροι θανατούσθωσαν
ἔνοχοί εἰσιν.” Once again, the Septua-

gint, in referencing same-sex relations, uses the same terminology of
Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:9 and 1 Timothy 1:10.
It is also important to realize why
Paul used this terminology in the two
passages. He was a trained scholar of
the Old Testament in a Greekspeaking society (cf. Acts 22:3; Phil
3:4-6; Gal. 1:13-14). He knew about
the Septuagint and used it as his text
when quoting from the Old Testament.
Likewise, Timothy, a preacher of
the gospel and the church of Corinth,
who had members associated with
Judaism knew of the Septuagint and
its teachings. Therefore, when Paul
used this language, he did not use
some mysterious, unused and unknown word, but one that was known
of by students of the Bible and employed by them when speaking of the
sin of homosexuality.
Maneker then mentions the term
malakoi and how it too is unclear in
its meaning. It is so strange how Paul
condemned and taught things with
words that no one even understood!
The souls of men were at stake and
the entrance to the kingdom of God
hindered, and yet the Holy Spirit
couldn’t even employ the correct language! It is true that the word does
mean “soft” in certain contexts (cf.
Matt. 11:8), but it could also mean
“splendid” (Lk. 7:25), or “a male homosexual” (as in 1 Corinthians 6:9).
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Maneker implies that “effeminate”
is the standard translation of the word
used by Christians today but, as stated
earlier, the KJV, ASV and NASB
could have done a much better job in
translating it. Paul is not condemning
men who are more feminine than others, but he is condemning the practice
of a man submitting to another man
for sexual relations.
The B.A.G., a standard lexicon for
students of New Testament Greek,
defines the word as being, “men or
boys who allow themselves to be misused homosexually.”3 The NKJV and
ESV acknowledge the exact same
usage of the word in their footnotes,
as previously discussed, and it is
unanimously decided among Greek
scholars as to what these words mean
and how they should be translated…
Ἀρσενοκοῖται is the active party in
homosexual relations who is the individual acting upon the other participant and μαλακοὶ is the passive party
who is being acted upon by the previous homosexual partner.
The arguments against the use of
the Greek words given by the Holy
Spirit to condemn the practice of homosexuality is so prevalent that it
cannot be factually and honestly argued against.
The Bible today is as clear as it
ever was, and we can trust both the
3

Bauer, Walter, et al. A Greek-English Lexicon
of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. 4th ed., University of Chicago
Press, 1952, p. 488.
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original languages and our English
translations to accurately teach us “all
things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Pet. 1:3).

Jackson Erwin is completing his
second year of studies at the Tri-Cities
School of Preaching and Christian
Development in Elizabethton, Tennessee.

No Tuition - Sound Eldership
Qualified Faculty
2 Year Program
3rd Year Emphasis on Apologetics

Wesley Simons - Director
Under the oversight of the elders at
the Stoney Creek Church of Christ

www.schoolofpreaching.com
(423) 474-2622

Common Misconceptions about the Preacher
Brian R. Kenyon
New Testament writers predicted
that some would depart from the faith (1
Tim. 4:1-3). One needs only to look at
the contemporary religious world to
know that these predictions stand true.
Thus, everyone must examine his or her
life and beliefs to be sure that they are in
harmony with God’s word (2 Cor. 13:5).
As one considers the Scriptural role of a
preacher, it is easy to form non-biblical
views based upon denominational errors,
the portrayal of “preachers” in
Hollywood, and/or the expectations of
an unlearned and selfish society.
The Bible, however, gives distinct
roles for Gospel preachers (see First and
Second Timothy and Titus). Any
conception of the role of a preacher that
does not harmonize with the Bible is a
misconception. Some of the more
common misconceptions that this writer
has observed are examined below.

15, 18, 20; Jn. 10:2, 11 [twice], 12, 14,
16; Eph. 4:11; Heb. 13:20; 1 Pet. 2:25).
The word is usually translated
“shepherd,” and it never refers to the role
of a preacher. In Ephesians 4:11 (the
only place “pastors” is found), preachers
are the “evangelists” and elders are the
“pastors.”
The verb form poimaino occurs
eleven times (Mt. 2:6; Lk. 17:7; Jn.
21:16; Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 9:7; 1 Pet. 5:2;
Jude 12; Rev. 2:27; 7:17; 12:5; 19:15).
This word is always translated in the
KJV by some form of the English verb
“feed” or “rule.” This word is used twice
to describe the work of elders (Acts
20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2), but is nowhere used to
describe the role of a preacher.

The Preacher Is Not the “Pastor”

Some may think that because Peter
was told by Christ to “Feed [Tend, NKJ;
Shepherd, NAS] my sheep” (Jn. 21:16)
that the preacher has authority to
“shepherd” the flock.

One common misconception about
the preacher is that he is “the Pastor.”
This largely comes from the erroneous
doctrines of many denominational
churches. The term “pastor” (translated
from the Greek word poimen) is in the
Bible (Eph. 4:11), but it is often
misapplied. This Greek word occurs
eighteen times in the Greek text from
which the KJV is translated (Mt. 9:36;
25:32; 26:31; Mk. 6:34; 14:27; Lk. 2:8,

While it is true that a form of the
verb poimaino is used in this command,
it must be remembered that Peter held a
position that was unlike any preacher
today. Peter was also an apostle. He was
given the “keys of the kingdom of
heaven” (Mt. 16:19), and, along with the
other apostles, he was told, “Whatsoever
ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (Mt.
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16:19; 18:18). Peter was also an elder (1
Pet. 5:1). The fact of the matter is that
elders, not preachers, are the ones who
are responsible for “shepherding” the
flock. However, even in denominational
circles, people do not know the
Scriptural role of elders.
Contemplating the denominational
idea of “the Pastor,” brings up a second
common misconception about the role of
a preacher among some members of the
church.
The Preacher Is Not the “HeadHoncho-In-Charge”
Some people commonly mistake
the role of the preacher to be that of the
“head-honcho-in-charge.”
People
consider the church to be “his church”
and/or consider his word to be the final
say. These “preachers” can be heard
saying, “My members…,” or “I have a
brother who…”
The true church of Christ, however,
has no earthly head. Jesus is the one and
only Head of the church (Eph. 5:23; Col.
1:18). No preacher, no elder, no deacon,
no member, no man, or no woman has
the right or the place to be head of the
church.
Although some people act as
though they are the head of the church
(cf. Diotrephes in 3 Jn. 9), that position
belongs only to Deity! The Bible reveals
how the church is to function (cf. 1 Cor.
14:37; 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3).
Within Christ’s divine doctrine is
the organization of the church. In His
superior wisdom, Christ authorized a
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plurality of elders to oversee the proper
functioning of a local body of Christ
(Phil. 1:1; 1 Pet. 5:2). These men are to
meet God-given qualifications (1 Tim.
3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9), and they have no
authority to change God’s revealed will.
In His wisdom, Christ authorized
special servants called “deacons” (Phil.
1:1). These men must also meet Godgiven qualifications (1 Tim. 3:8-13), and
their task is to work in conjunction with
the elders in whatever capacity is
deemed expedient to help the church
function better (cf. Acts 6:1-7).
In His wisdom, Christ authorized
the role of the preacher/evangelist. These
men also must meet God-given
qualifications (1 Tim. 4:12-13, 15-16;
5:22; 2 Tim. 2:15, 22; Titus 2:7-8, etc.),
and their work focuses upon teaching,
preaching, and evangelizing (1 Tim. 4:6;
2 Tim. 2:2; 4:1-5; Titus 2:1-6, etc..). The
preacher is not given the responsibility to
“run” the church. No single man on
earth is given that responsibility. In His
wisdom, Christ made every member of
His body important to the proper
functioning of the whole (1 Cor. 12:1331). Every person added to the church is
important, and every person has a role to
fulfill! However, a misunderstanding of
the responsibilities of every member of
the church of Christ leads to other
misconceptions about the role of a
preacher.
The Preacher Is Not the “Official
Visitor” of the Church
Some people commonly mistake
the role of a preacher to be the “official

visitor” and/or “tab keeper” of every
member of a congregation. While it is
true that many local preachers usually
have more of an opportunity to visit
members than the average member of
the local church, this does not mean that
others have no responsibility in this area.
The fact is that all Christians,
whether preachers, elders, deacons,
husbands, wives, singles, etc., are
responsible for visiting the sick and/or
other members in need (cf. Mt. 25:3446; Jas. 1:27).
While it is true that a preacher is his
“brother’s keeper,” like every other
Christian should be, it is extremely
difficult (if not impossible) for one
person to keep up with all the needs and
concerns of every member of a
congregation. That is the reason why
every member is important and needs to
be involved in the work of the church
(Eph. 4:15-16).
It is not wrong to look to the
preacher for an example in visiting,
because he should be a good example
(Rom. 2:21-23; 1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Tim.
4:12).
However, it is wrong and
detrimental to the growth of the local
church to expect a preacher to do the
work of the elders, the deacons, and/or
every member of the church.
Remember, each member is
important to the proper functioning of
the body (1 Cor. 12:13-31). Every
person added to the church is important,
and every person has a role to fulfill!

The Preacher Is Not (Necessarily) a
Lazy Man Who Cannot Find a Job
Anywhere Else
Some people think that preaching is
a “piece of cake” job in which the
preacher gets paid for only four hours of
work (one hour each for Sunday
morning Bible class, morning sermon,
evening sermon, and Wednesday night
Bible study). Sadly, some preachers (in
the States and overseas) are lazy.
However, when a preacher is truly doing
the “work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5),
he cannot be lazy.
If preaching is such a “cushy” job,
then why are not our preaching schools
overflowing with students? Instead,
some of the few drop out because the
demands are so high. Studying is hard
work (2 Tim. 2:15).
Preaching and teaching is easy
compared to the time and energy it takes
to study. If the reader does not think this
is so, then why is it so hard to find Bible
class teachers? Why do not more
members fill-in for the preacher when he
is gone?
Not only must a preacher prepare
for lessons, he is also on “twenty-four
hour call.” At any moment he may be
called upon to conduct a funeral. He may
be involved in one-on-one Bible studies
in the evening or counseling a couple
who plan on marrying.
When others talk about going home
after work to relax, watch their favorite
TV show, go to the ball game, or go
fishing, the conscientious preacher
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realizes he still has work to do and often
has to sacrifice these times of leisure.
Does this mean he is bitter and angry?
Absolutely not!

These have been given to help us realize
the importance that God has placed upon
each member in the local church doing
his or her part.

The conscientious preacher loves
what he does no matter what the cost or
the inconvenience because he serves the
Master and knows that from Him his
reward will be worth it all (2 Tim. 4:6-8
cf. Mt. 6:19-21).

The human body functions at its best
when every member is healthy and
involved. The spiritual body of Christ’s
church is no exception. When each
member fulfills his or her God-given
role, the church will grow (cf. Acts 6:7).

Conclusion

Until then, growth, at best, will be
minimal. May the Lord help every one
of us to recognize, appreciate, and fulfill
his or her role in the church of Christ!

There are other misconceptions
about the role of a preacher that could be
mentioned but will not be in this article.
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A CAPTIVE MIND
Dave Smith
As you go through the course of a
day, what is the main focus of your
mind? If you are a child of God, the
emphasis should be upon Him and
those things that are spiritual. Consider the following thoughts found in
God’s Holy Word (all scriptural references are from the NASB unless otherwise indicated).
When Jesus is asked by a lawyer
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?”, He responds by saying
“What is written in the Law? How
does it read to you?” The lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your
God will all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your strength,
and with all you mind; and your
neighbor as yourself,” to which the
Savior replied “You have answered
correctly; do this and you will live”
(Luke 10:25-28). Take note that we
should love the Lord God with all our
mind.
In the apostle Paul’s second letter
to the Corinthian brethren, he succinctly points out to them (and us)
“We are destroying speculations and
every lofty thing raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we are taking
every thought captive to the obedience
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Is
obedience to the Savior holding your
thoughts captive?

As we continue considering the
mind, notice what Paul has to say to
the saints in Rome when contrasting
the flesh and the mind. In Romans 8
we read the following: “For they that
are after the flesh do mind the things
of the flesh; but they that are after the
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to
be carnally minded is death; but to be
spiritually minded is life and peace.
Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be. So
then they that are in the flesh cannot
please God” (vs. 5-8 KJV). True life
and peace is found when our minds
our set on the spiritual.
If we truly want to please our
Heavenly Father, there must be a
change, a transformation of our mind,
which is what we find in Romans 12:2
where is says “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of our mind,
so that you may prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” Our lives are no
longer our own, but they belong to
Jesus and we need to look to His selfless attitude (Galatians 2:20; Philippians 2:1-8).
We would do well to take to heart
what Paul has to say to the Christians
in Philippi as he drew that letter toward its closing: “And the peace of

G o s p e l G l e a n e r | 25

God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is
honorable, whatever is right, whatever
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise,
dwell on these things. The things you
have learned and received and heard
and seen in me, practice these things,
and the God of peace will be with
you” (Philippians 4:7-9).
So where do you find your
thoughts, your mind, your heart? Are
they on the things of this world or on
things above (Colossians 3:2)?

The Destinies
of the Nations
Ronald Bryant
How would you describe where we
are as a nation? How would you describe the people of this age? Long
ago indifference toward the things of
God gave way to hostility.
The downward spiral described in
Romans 1:18-32, is on-going in our
age; and many have reached the level
of “the reprobate mind.” (v. 28). This
undeniable fact should serve to open
the eyes of those who claim to know
and honor God, to the incredibly important work that is theirs – the great
necessity of their faithful imitation of

26 | G o s p e l G l e a n e r

Christ, and the proclamation of His
gospel. Many follow a very different
agenda, for they have become religious customers, and have abandoned
the will and purpose of God.
The work God calls His people to
do has not changed. Yet, in too many
instances awareness of and convictions regarding that work are weak.
The indifference, detachment, and
resistance to the will of God, presently
on display are not new. It is easy to
identify some with the church at
Ephesus, that “left its first love’ (Rev.
2:4), or with the church at Laodicea in
their state of apathy, their being lukewarm (Rev. 3:15ff).
While the world is moving away
from God, and is hostile toward the
truth of God, it is not enough for those
who would truly serve God to simply
hold-services, or fret a little and wring
their hands. Incredibly, some pseudoleaders are urging believers to “court
the world,” to learn what the people of
the world really want and work to
honor that.
As the churches become more and
more worldly, and society becomes
more and more hostile toward God,
the undeniable fact is that those who
would serve God must desire and determine to return more fully to the will
and purpose of God, and do His will,
no matter the cost. It remains that belonging to God is the imperative, and
necessitates earnest effort to bring
hearts and souls captive to do God’s
will (II Cor. 10:5).

God’s purpose for His people has
not changed. Christ’s commission
remains the same: “Go make disciples,” “Go preach the gospel to every
creature” (Matthew 28:19-20; Mark
16:15-16). God’s people are the light
of the world, and they must let their
light shine. God’s people are the salt
of earth, and there is great tragedy
attached to their losing their saltiness
(Matthew 5:13-16). God’s plan for the
saving of man requires the greatest of
passion and compassion on the part of
the people of God. God’s message is
not vague counsel nor empty appeal.
What is at stake is the eternal destiny
of eternal souls. God has no other plan
for the saving of mankind.
The professionals in contemporary
religious groups have long championed a program of friendly fellowship, the solving of surface problems,
and tutoring their “clients” to accept
themselves and their failings in the
context of religious trappings.
Challenging people to take an honest look at their purpose in life, in
view of the will of God, is regarded as
intimidating, even inappropriate. Calling people to faith in Christ and allegiance to Him is treated as secondary,
while self-worth and obtaining a
healthy self-concept are treated as
primary.
It is the case that many who attend
assemblies of worship and are looked
upon as believers, are not believers at
all! Their allegiance is to the leader
or to the group, not to Christ.

While Christ is the excuse for their
acts of devotion, He is not the reason!
Many know next to nothing about
worshiping God in spirit and in truth,
nor are they concerned with doing so.
They have even less concern about
serving Him in reverence and godly
fear? They know nothing of biblical
faith or obedience, yet call themselves
believers.
What about those that are religious,
but are not Christ-centered, that are
not servants of God? What is true
about them? They may impress some
of the people of world for a moment;
however, they do not and cannot represent Christ! In speaking to such
pretenders in His day, Jesus said,
“These people draw near to Me with
their mouth, and honor Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men." (Matthew 15:8-9).
What happens when those who call
themselves the people of God ignore
or neglect the directive of Jesus gave
to “go make disciples”? How many
worship assemblies or classes attended will suffice to make up for the disregard of the charge to preach the
word to the people of the world?
What happens when the people of
God are content to simply meet and
conduct services and enjoy time together in fellowship, but never truly
labor to teach and convert the sinful
and erring?
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A Letter of Significance from Franklin Camp
to Willard Collins
Mel Futrell
[The letter below from Franklin Camp (1915-1991), to his old college roommate
Willard Collins (1915-2007), and dated December 15, 1970, was given to me by
sister Dot Perry in early 1999 just weeks after my family and I moved to Birmingham for me to serve as the preacher for the Shades Mountain church of
Christ. Dot, who died last year, was serving in 1970 as brother Camp’s secretary. Dot told me she typed the letter and then after Franklin read it, made four
changes. Three were corrections of misspelled words and the other was the addition of the word “are” in the second paragraph. The retyped/corrected version
was then mailed bearing the same date. I asked sister Dot upon receiving the
letter why she had kept the original. Her response? “It seemed significant!”
And with that I completely agree. I would want you to know that before publishing this letter I called David Camp, the youngest son of Franklin, and received his permission to put it before the brethren. Please read through the letter
noting both the kindness, and conviction of brother Camp and then I’ll have
some final thoughts at the close. — M.F.]

Mr. Willard Collins
David Lipscomb College
Nashville, Tennessee
Dear Willard:
This is one of the most difficult letters I have ever had to write. We have known
each other since the fall of 1934. I count you among the special friends that I
have. You have always been a source of encouragement to me. I remember
well when you asked me to speak regularly on the Lipscomb lectures. While I
doubted my own qualifications for such a tremendous responsibility, I accepted
because of my respect and appreciation for you. I have sought each time I have
been on the lectures to face up to the problems facing the church and to discuss
them in the light of the Bible and to speak the truth in love. It has opened doors
for me to openly discuss the dangers of Modernism and Liberalism in practically
all of the southern states. I am grateful for having had this opportunity and feel

28 | G o s p e l G l e a n e r

that at least in a small way I have helped the church realize the dangers of this
deadly evil.
I have tried to inform everyone, especially our young preachers, what all of this
is about and have encouraged them to stand up and be counted in this battle. I
have received numerous letters from young men thanking me for my efforts and
their promise to stand firm. Now I am faced with the matter of standing up or
else betraying my plea to these young men and denying by action what I have
pleaded for with all of my being. In view of some that are on the lectures this
year, I ask to be taken off. I have no desire to even suggest who Lipscomb has
on its lecture programs as it is not my place to select men. I do feel, however,
that I have the right to decide whether I want to be included along with some
that have been in the lead in trying to carry the church down the road to Modernism. I have tried to make myself think that I would speak the truth on the subjects assigned to me and would not be responsible for what others may have
done or what they would say. But I think the time is here when we must decide
whether we are going to encourage these men or leave them alone. I cannot in
good conscience lend any encouragement to them.
I tried to get brethren to see that it was a mistake to continue to use Pat Boone.
Yet, brethren “fiddled” while he “boiled inside against the truth” and he is seeking to “fiddle” with the Pentecostals and burn the church down. It is my judgement that a failure to deal with this situation has given him an opportunity to do
more damage to the Lord’s church than anyone in our lifetime. Neither one of
us will live long enough to completely overcome the damage he has wrought. I
do not want to be a part of anything that will allow others to do this same thing.
There are good men on the lecture program but there are also some that both of
us know have been on the far-out side in this battle against liberalism. It is these
that I do not want to lend my influence to. I think it is the responsibility of the
schools to refuse to give these men a platform to continue to use their influence
in destroying the church. These men are not willing to take the Bible and try to
prove by it they are right. They insist on doing what they want to do and do not
care what good brethren that believe the Bible think about them or their doings.
I think you know me as well as anyone. I have never sought the limelight. I
have dedicated my life to trying to know the will of God and preaching it as best
I could. I have rejoiced in your success as a preacher and have told hundreds
what a blessing it was to me in our association at Lipscomb. There is no one
that I have more respect for than you. This letter is not to suggest that I think
you are not sound in the faith. I have never known you to teach anything that I
thought was unsound, I do not question in any way your faith in the Bible. My
personal feelings for you are what they have always been. I hope your feeling
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toward me will remain unchanged.
The Bible is under attack as never before in our lifetime. The church of the
Lord is the last line of defense for it. The Protestant world has already thrown in
the towel. I have a grave fear that many in the church are ready to join them. I
cannot. Whatever time I may have left to live, I expect to use that time in trying
in my small way to defend the Bible against all attacks of Modernism and Liberalism. It is here that we are going to either win or lose the battle. I expect to do
what I can to help win it. It is because of the seriousness of the situation that I
do not want to encourage some that have joined the enemy.
You did not tell me, but I happen to know that an attempt was made by some at
Lipscomb to try to get you to take me off the lectures two or three years back,
and you refused to do so. I am deeply grateful for your confidence in me and
trust that I shall always be worthy of your confidence. This has added to the
difficulty in making this decision. I have not made it in haste but have prayed
about it and discussed it with others.

Sincerely,
Franklin Camp

[Author’s Note: Franklin Camp was the second preacher for Shades Mountain,
however he was the first “full-time” preacher here serving from 1962-1972. His
influence is still felt in the congregation through a few members still living and
worshipping with us that knew him then. I’m thankful for the privilege of
preaching at a congregation where brother Camp once served in that same role.
I can’t help but believe that as bothered as he was at the direction David Lipscomb College/University was heading then, that he would be bowled over by
where they are today. The latest episode being their apparently friendly disposition toward the LGBTQ movement on the Lipscomb campus. In multiple ways,
from this letter alone, we see the farsightedness of Franklin Camp relative to a
number of issues facing the church then and now.
In closing, I would like to echo a statement from brother Camp in the next to last
paragraph: “The Bible is under attack as never before in our lifetime.” This of
course raises the question for us and the church that belongs to Christ in this
generation, “Will we be as committed as he was then to ‘standing up’ and helping others ‘realize the dangers’ that the church is facing today?” My heart’s
desire and prayer to God is that we will. Let us fight the good fight of the faith
and lay hold on eternal life (1 Timothy 6:12)! — M.F.]
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Continuing STEADFASTLY
Bill Brandstatter
One of the marvelous statements
about the early church is that they
“Continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine, in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in prayers” (Acts
2:42 NKJV). As they did then, so
must we also do now. Let us look
briefly at what they emphasized.
They continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine. Who are “they”?
This refers to those who heeded the
word spoken and were baptized (Acts
2:41). This would be the three thousand that are mentioned.
The doctrine that they continued
steadfastly in did not originate with
the apostles, but is that which the
apostles taught and preached. These
men were inspired by God (2 Tim.
3:16, 17).
Paul indicated that the things he
wrote were the commandments of
God (1 Cor. 14:37). They wrote what
they were inspired by God to write.
For that reason, the early church continued in that doctrine. Without teaching no one can be saved (Jn. 6:45).
Experience won’t save anybody.
Testimony won’t get a person to
heaven. What matters is the doctrine
that is received and obeyed (Rom.
6:17). A person must obey a teaching
to be saved. That teaching is found in
the pages of the New Testament. It is
the “apostles’ doctrine.”

They continued steadfastly in
fellowship. The actual Greek states,
“the fellowship.” There is a fellowship that is unique to Christians and
the church. The word “fellowship” is
a very special word. We use it far too
loosely in our religious vocabulary.
We talk about a “fellowship meal”
and “fellowship building.” But in the
New Testament was very specific.
John helps us with the specific nature
of fellowship by stating, “If we walk
in the light as He is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.”(1 Jn. 1:7).
The word “fellowship” in the original language means a joint participation, common, sharing, and communion. If a person is not walking in the
light, I have no fellowship with that
person. Often we think that fellowship
is association. But it is more than that.
Fellowship is not just a place we
are at, it is a position we take. What is
my position with Christ? Am I walking in the light as Christ is in the
light? I cannot have fellowship with
someone who is not. I might associate
with someone who is not walking in
the light. But my goal should be to get
them in the light so that I can be in
fellowship with them.
They continued steadfastly in the
breaking of bread. To what is this
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referring? Some say an ordinary meal.
However, later on in the same section
of Scripture there is a distinction
made that indicates an ordinary meal.
In Acts 2:46, we read: “So continuing
daily with one accord in the temple
and breaking bread from house to
house.” Here is the ordinary meal.
The term “breaking bread” here
means simply eating together. However, in Acts 2:42 we have the phrase
“breaking of bread.”
This refers to the Lord’s Supper.
There is also the word “the” that begins the phrase in Acts 2:42. This definite article indicates it was a particular type of “breaking of bread.” This
phrase is sandwiched in between other
spiritual exercises.
Therefore, it is logical to conclude
it is the Lord’s Supper. Similar wording is used by Luke in Acts 20:7 when
he notes, “Now on the first day of the
week when the disciples came together to break bread.” There is in this
verse and in Acts 2:42 a principle of
grammar. Part of something is put for
the whole. “Breaking of bread” is put
for the entire practice of the Lord’s
Supper.
In this also is included the fruit of
the vine. We use this in everyday life.
If I were to tell you I was going to
start my car, you understand what is
involved in the process although I
only stated one part of it. It should
also be noted that Acts 20:7 that the
breaking of bread that is the Lord’s
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Supper took place on the first day of
the week.
They continued steadfastly in
prayers. The early church was a praying church. We see it here and other
times throughout the New Testament
history book of Acts. When persons
were appointed for certain tasks in the
early church, prayers were offered. In
Acts 6:6 we read “Whom they set
before the apostles; and when they
had prayed, they laid hands on them.”
Then in Acts 13, when the church
at Antioch sent out Saul and Barnabas, Luke records, “Then having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on
them, they sent them away.”(Acts
13:3).
When elders were appointed in
Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, we
read, “So when they had appointed
elders in every church, and prayed
with fasting, they commended them to
the Lord in whom they had believed.”(Acts 14:23 NKJV). There are
other instances also where the early
church prayed. Paul summarizes it by
stating, “Pray without ceasing.”(1 Th.
5:17).
May we be as devoted as the early
church and continue steadfastly in the
apostles doctrine and fellowship in
breaking of the bread and in prayers.
When we are as devoted as they were
we will grow, the church will grow
and God will be glorified.

