Levi D. Marchant on Stingray Point Lighthouse
(Library of Virginia Lab #97-1594-14)




Levi D. Marchant was born in 1856 in Mathews, Virginia. Marchant joined the Lighthouse
Service when he was 26 and retired after 38 years of service. Thirty two of those years were
spent at Stingray Point Lighthouse. This is believed to be one of the longest tenures by a Keeper

at a single lighthouse on Chesapeake Bay.

Marchant began service at Stingray Point in the summer of 1889. During an interview with a
reporter with the Baltimore Sun, Marchant said "During very stormy weather, with the seas
running high, the station shook badly. It is supported by six small iron piles and | have seen it
sway back and forth like a rocking chair." "The most lonesome time | experienced was during

the winter of 1912, when | wa

s alone for 30 days in a freeze. The tower shook while the ice

drifted around the station and the Chesapeake was covered with ice as far as the eye could see.

There was nothing to look at b

t fields of ice."

Levi Marchant passed away in 1943 at age 87 and is buried at Mathews Baptist Church

Cemetery, Hudgins Virginia.
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