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We are thankful for our dedicated crews who leave behind their own families to help restore power in other
communities when they need us most. We understand the importance of having access to electricity, and
TUA stood ready to lend our resources and expertise to restore power to Lakeland, Florida, customers after
Hurricane Ian impacted their electric service. Our electric utility partners never hesitate to answer the call
when we face severe weather events here in our service area, and TUA is honored to return the favor.

Rural Route 4
Veteran’s Day

Veterans Day. It occurs on November 11 of each year. But it seems to me that it is one
of the least celebrated of American holidays and has become little more than a day off
from work for most folks.
Perhaps it’s because of its date on the calendar. Plans are already being made for
Thanksgiving a couple of weeks later, and Christmas decorations and sales have been
underway since Halloween. Or is it because the horror and sacrifice of war has faded in
our collective memories?
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Phillip Burgess

Christmas Parade
The Tullahoma Christmas Parade will travel
down Jackson Street on Friday, December 2.
If you can’t be there, you can watch it LIVE
on LightTube Channel 6 and on our TUA
LightTube Facebook page. Replays will air
throughout the month on Channels 6 and 15.

Potter named to Under 40 Class of 2022
TUA congratulates Manager of
Electric Engineering and Operations
Allen Potter for being named one of
the 40 business professionals under
the age of 40 to be recognized by the
Tullahoma Area Chamber of Commerce this year.
40 Under 40 shines a spotlight on
Tullahoma’s young leaders who will
pave the way for what comes next.
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Veterans Day originated as “Armistice Day” on November 11, 1919, the first anniversary of the end of
World War I. The holiday pays tribute to all American veterans – living or dead – but especially gives
thanks to living veterans who served their country honorably during war or peacetime. The Veterans Day
recognition honors the “eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month” of 1918 that signaled the
end of World War I. Its name was changed from Armistice Day to Veterans Day by President Dwight Eisenhower in 1954.
Sadly, there are no living survivors of World War I. The last veteran of that war died in 2011 at age 110. A
memorial service at Arlington National Cemetery outside of Washington, D.C. honors the veterans who
have served our country. The cemetery is home to the graves of more than 400,000 people, most of whom
served in the military.
Back in the day when I was in elementary school, Veterans Day took on a special meaning for students.
We studied about it in history class and were expected to memorize a poem written by John McCrae, “In
Flanders Fields” that was published in 1915, two years before the war ended. The author was inspired to
draft the poem after presiding over the funeral of a friend and fellow soldier killed in battle. Flanders Fields
is a common English name for the World War I battlefields in Belgium and France.
“In Flanders Fields, the poppies blow / Between the crosses, row on row / That mark our place; and
in the sky / The larks, still bravely singing, fly / Scarce heard amid the guns below.
“We are the dead. Short days ago / We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow / Loved and were loved,
and now we lie / In Flanders Fields.

“Take up our quarrel with the foe / To you from failing hands we throw / The torch; be it yours to
hold it high. / If ye break faith with us who die / We shall not sleep, though poppies grow / In Flanders Fields.”
Author McCrae was moved from the battlefield to the medical corps and was stationed in France. But the
years of war had worn him down, and he contracted pneumonia followed by cerebral meningitis. He died
in January of 1918, only a few months before war’s end. McCrae refers to red poppies in his poem, and
they had been associated with conflict since the Napoleonic Wars, when a writer of that time first noted
how the poppies grew over the graves of soldiers. The damage done to the landscape in Flanders during the
battle increased the lime content in the surface soil, leaving the poppy as one of the few plants able to grow
in the region.
Hopefully in a few days you’ll see someone wearing a poppy in their lapel or on their dress. If you do, remember Flanders Fields, where the poppies grow between the graves of our departed heroes. God bless
America!
Philip Burgess’ book, “Rural Route 4, The Good Ol’ Days Were Never Better,” is available on Amazon.

