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Join us
May
5th
Mark your calendar for Taco Thursday
as TUA celebrates National Drinking
Water Week on Cinco de Mayo!
For more than 40 years, the American
Water Works Association and its members, like TUA, have celebrated Drinking Water Week to recognize the vital
role clean water plays in our daily lives.
Join us on May 5 for an afternoon of
free food, drinks and fun from 3 to 5:30
p.m. and take a spin on the prize wheel!

Rural Route 4
Cake Walks
The outpouring of compassion and concern during these troubled times is encouraging and needed in America, isn’t it? We’ve always been a charitable people, more
than willing to give our time and money to those in need. Whether it’s the pandemic, the ongoing crisis in the Ukraine or something else, Americans have risen to the
occasion, and hopefully will continue to do so.

Phillip Burgess

Many years ago, on Rural Route 4, neighbors understood the importance of taking
care of and helping one another, whether in emergencies or in lending a hand with more mundane chores.
Late in the fall, when the hills and valleys turned into an artist's painting because of the colorful leaves,
and when mornings were frosty and you could see your breath, farmers on Rural Route 4 helped each other with "hog killing."
For several days they gathered and butchered their hogs at each farmhouse. It was hard work, starting
well before dawn and lasting most of the day. A fire had to be built to heat water to be applied to the
hog’s hair so it could be scraped off, and two smaller fires were prepared beneath large black pots for the
rendering of lard and making cracklings. Carving the various cuts of meat required a special expertise as
well as a sharp knife. Hams and shoulders would be “salted” for curing in the smokehouse. For their
day’s work a satisfying meal featuring gravy and biscuits and fresh tenderloin awaited them.
(Continued on back)

Arbor Day Foundation Names
TUA a Tree Line USA Utility
The Arbor Day Foundation has once again recognized TUA for its dedication to proper urban forest
management.
Tree Line USA, a partnership between the Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters, recognizes public and private utilities for pursuing best practices that protect and cultivate
America’s urban tree canopy. In addition, Tree
Line USA promotes delivering safe and reliable
electricity while maintaining healthy community
forests.
TUA achieved the Tree Line USA recognition for
the 10th straight year by continuing to meet five
program standards: quality tree care, annual worker
training, tree planting and public education, a formal tree-based conservation, and a sponsorship of
or participation in an Arbor Day celebration.
National Arbor day is celebrated on the last Friday
in April, but many states observe Arbor Day on different dates based on best tree-planting times. In
Tennessee, Arbor Day is officially celebrated on
the first Friday in March.

Spring Planting?

Curious about solar?

Know What’s Below

TVA has launched a onestop, self-service platform
that will show you the ins
and outs of solar energy
and residential solar systems before you sign any
contracts.

(Continued from front)

On other occasions word of the death of a neighbor
would spread through the community, and folks
along Rural Route 4 would quickly come to the aid
of the grieving family. Food was prepared and delivered. Copious amounts of fried chicken, vegetables
and desserts meant the family would have plenty to
eat before, during and after the funeral. Meanwhile,
the men would gather at the cemetery armed with
shovels to dig the grave.
Back then, mechanized machinery was not used for
this solemn duty, and it would take several hours for
this task to be completed. And when the body was
brought home for the wake, as was the case years
ago, neighbors took turns sitting in the parlor around
the clock until the funeral. Afterwards, all would
gather at the home of the deceased for a meal together.
Raising money for the school serving Rural Route 4
was also a community effort. At Thanksgiving, students would bring home a mimeographed sheet listing all the fixin’s for a Thanksgiving feast, and mothers checked off what they would prepare for the big
meal in the school cafeteria, usually the Sunday before Thanksgiving. And oh my, there also were those
wonderful cakewalks!
Cakewalks were commonplace on Rural Route 4.
The cakes were donated by the exceptional cooks
there. Multiple tables in the school lunchroom held
cakes of every kind and description. Tickets to the
much-anticipated event were sold in advance. Numbers would be taped to the floor in a large circle and
a second set was placed in a large bowl. Both children and adults walked in the circle stepping on the
numbers. Music would be playing, and when it
stopped participants claimed the number they were
standing on. If your number was drawn from the
bowl, you won.
I remember winning a cake at a cakewalk at my elementary school. I chose a big chocolate cake. It
looked familiar to me. And it was. It had been baked
by Mama B, my mother.
For me, it was the grand prize.

Philip Burgess’ book, “Rural Route 4, The Good ‘Ol
Days Were Never Better,” is available on Amazon.

