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CLUB INFORMATION

2024–2025 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Officers

•	 President	 David Compere
•	 President-Elect	 Jennifer Baker
•	 Past President	 Michael Wehrenberg
•	 Secretary	 Steve Kirks
•	 Treasurer	 Kim Garrison

Directors

•	 Club Service 	 Travis Shaw
•	 Community Service	 Cheryl Briggs
•	 International Service	  Andrea Bishop
•	 New Generations	 Elizabeth Brooks
•	 Vocational Service	 Nate Dunville

WEEKLY MEETINGS 
Thursdays at noon at Ocean Zen, 4117 South 
National Avenue, Springfield, Missouri.

TRADITIONS
The club has earned the Rotary Citation 
every year since the beginning of the award 
program.

Southeast Rotary holds a club assembly on 
the second Thursday in July. The event is 
called the Simpson Shrimp Feed.

PAST DISTRICT GOVERNORS
•	 Don R. Handley 	 1978–1979
•	 Mac McCartney	 1984–1985

•	 Jerry Stiefvater	 1990–1991
•	 Jim McLeod	 1997–1998
•	 Steve Montgomery	 2009–2010
•	 John Horton 	 2022-2023

AREA SIGNATURE PROJECTS
•	 K-Park at Jordan Valley 

NEW CLUBS SPONSORED
•	 Rotary Club of Ozark	 1968
•	 Rotary Club of Springfield Sunrise	 1989
•	 Rotaract Club of Springfield	 1995
•	 Rotary Club of Springfield North	 2002
•	 Rotary Club of Nixa	 2005
•	 Rotary Club of Springfield Metro	 2011
•	 Interact Club of Glendale H.S.	 2012
•	 Interact Club of Parkview H.S.	 2015

CITY WIDE INITATIVES/CHARITY PROJECTS
Together, with the other Springfield Rotary 
clubs, Southeast hosts an annual All-City 
Rotary meeting and collaborates on joint 
projects/events:

•	 Rotary Rendezvous at the Route 66 
Festival

•	 Installation of Peace Poles throughout 
the Springfield area Parks

•	 Participation in the Annual Springfield 
Christmas Parade with a Rotary float
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CHARTER HISTORY

THE PHONE CALL
In 1965, Sam Hamra received a telephone 
call from Ernie Olson. Ernie said that the 
Springfield Rotary Club had received 
some encouragement from District 607 
and Rotary International offices to charter 
and sponsor a new Rotary Club in Spring-
field. He, along with Frank Gamble and Les 
Kennon, were the three Springfield Rotary 
members assigned as principal charter club 
sponsors and who were empowered to 
start a new club in southeast Springfield. 
The geographical limits were to be east of 
National and south of Grand, meaning no 
one could join the new Rotary club unless 

they lived and or worked within these geo-
graphical limits.

GETTING ORGANIZED
During the month of June 1967, the first 
organizational meeting was held in the 
basement of the Lamplighter Motel, with 
32 members present. A charter application 
was prepared and signed by 32 applicants. 
An election of officers was held. The officers 
elected were the following men:

•	 President	 Sam Hamra
•	 First Vice President	 Fr. Bill Magill
•	 Second Vice President	 Frank Gamble
•	 Secretary 	 Ernie Olson
•	 Treasurer	 Creed Petty

Founding Southeast Rotary Members
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CHARTER SIGNATURE
Since Dr. Graham Clark, President of the 
School of the Ozarks, Branson, was serving 
as governor of District 607 at the time, the 
members decided they wanted the charter 
issued while Dr. Clark was district governor. 
Dr. Clark said if the papers were signed, he 
would come to Springfield and then fly the 
document to Rotary International headquar-
ters to ensure that the charter was submit-
ted before the end of June, while he was still 
district governor. He did this, and the club 
was chartered on June 28, 1967.

FIRST MEETING
The first meeting of the Rotary Club of 
Springfield Southeast was held at the Lamp-
lighter Motor Hotel on Thursday, July 6, 
1967, with President Sam Hamra, Jr. presid-
ing and Dr. M. Graham Clark, President of 
the School of the Ozarks, as speaker. The first 

weekly bulletin, entitled Rotary, appeared 
on July 10, 1967, with Leonard Ernstmann 
as editor. Meetings were held on Thursday 
at noon of each week at the Lamplighter 
Motel, at the corner of Glenstone and 
Sunshine.

Since very few of the charter members knew 
much about Rotary procedures, customs, 
etc., they invited members of the downtown 
Rotary Club of Springfield to speak at the 
weekly meetings. The first sergeant-at-arms 
was John A. Simpson. He provided great 
entertainment for the club that first year.

Much time was spent by Bill Magill and his 
committee planning for the charter pre-
sentation night of September 21, 1967. 
The time finally arrived and approximately 
150 persons, representing more than thirty 
Rotary Clubs, attended the charter presenta-
tion at the Lamplighter Motel. 
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2024–2025 LEADERSHIP
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President David Compere Club Service Travis Shaw

President-Elect Jennifer Baker Community Service Cheryl Briggs

Past President Michael Wehrenberg International Service Andrea Bishop

Secretary Steve Kirks New Generations Elizabeth Brooks

Treasurer Kim Garrison Vocational Service Nate Dunville

PRESIDENT-ELECT AVENUE

Attendance Julie Jones Classification Jennifer Baker

Fellowship Activities Jim Robinette & Mike Vann House Ray Meyer

Membership Develop-
ment

Adam Toth Membership Screening Rusty Worley

Orientation Bill Squires Programs Dana Maugans

Welcoming Benji Lampert Golf’toberfest Bill McNeill

CLUB SERVICE AVENUE

History Dan Emrie Invocation Tony DiTrolio

Public Relations Joe Daues Sunshine Mark Long

COMMUNITY SERVICE AVENUE

Community Grants
Andrea Bishop & Steve 
Brooks K-Park Jason Brown & Bill White

Hands-On Projects Joe Piatchek & Gene Hartley Blood Drive Stacey Connell

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AVENUE

Rotary Foundation & 
Benefactor Endowment Jason Flores World Community Service Jason Hynson

PolioPlus Raffle NIck Altrup Peacebuilders Amy Blansit & Brad 
Bodenhausen

Twin Club Brad Bodenhausen

NEW GENERATIONS AVENUE

International Youth 
Exchange n/a Interact & RYLA

Ashley Walden & Jeff 
Stanford 

Rotaract Marilyn Lopez Student Guests Cindy Howell 

VOCATIONAL SERVICE AVENUE

Directory Nate Dunville Fellowship Luncheons Deryk Morelock

Four-Way Test Kirk Elmquist Rotary Volunteers Cindy Howell & Barbara 
Lucks

Vocational Awareness Richard Baker
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Past President Michael Wehrenberg passing the gavel to President David Compere.
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2024–2025 ACHIEVEMENTS

CLUB SERVICE AVENUE
•	 The Invocation Committee scheduled 

members to lead the invocation at each 
weekly meeting.

•	 The Public Relations Committee kept the 
club’s Facebook page and website up to 
date with current information including 
photos of weekly meeting speakers. A 
bio and photo of every new member 
was published on the club website.

COMMUNITY SERVICE AVENUE
•	 All the Springfield Rotary Clubs and 

Rotaract worked together to put 
on Rotary Rendevous at the Route 
66 Festival. It was made possible by 
donations from each club, Rotarian 
sponsors, and Rotarian volunteers.

•	 Volunteers from all of the Springfield 
Rotary Clubs and Rotaract built a Rotary 
float and walked along side it in the 
annual Christmas Parade in Springfield.

•	 The Blood Drive Committee held an 
All-City Rotary Blood Drive in January 
2025 to help support the Community 
Blood Center of the Ozarks. Southeast 
Rotary had 21% of the membership 
(and/or guests) donate and tied with 
Rotary North for second place.

•	 The Community Grants Committee & the 
Southeast Endowment Board worked 

in conjunction to award $28,000 to the 
following organizations:

	� Family Connection - $3,800

	� Friends of Abilities First - $3,300

	� Girls on the Run - $2,500

	� Hive of the Ozarks - $3,800

	� Ozarks Regional YMCA - $5,000

	� Springfield Public Schools 
Foundation - $4,600

	� Victory Mission - $5,000

•	 A District Simplified Grant totaling 
$116,000 was given to the Crosslines 
Community Outreach. This grant 
provided a refridgerated truck, forklift 
and two floor cleaners. The fundrasing 
for this project went above and beyond 
the grant requirements, so all remaining 
funds after the equipment purchases 
was given to Crosslines as a donation. 
This project was made possible by 
donations from Springfield Southeast 
Rotary, Springfield Rotary & Springfield 
Metro Rotary. All three clubs had a joint 
offsite meeting at Crosslines in April 
2025 to see the equipment that was 
purchased and hear how the non-profit 
has benefitted from this grant.

•	 A Flex Grant of $4,560 from the district 
along with club funds for a total of 
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$18,458.52 was used to replace the sail 
shades at K-Park.

•	 The Hands-On Projects Committee 
organized serveral service projects 
throughout the year including landscape 
clean-up at Ozarks Counseling Center, 
dinner at Ronald McDonald House, 
Cup’O Cheer home tours for Ronald 
McDonald House, Good Dads Strong 
Schools breakfast at Pittman Elementary, 
painting at Victory Mission, preparing 
supply kits at Convoy of Hope and bell 
ringing for the Salvation Army.

•	 The Hands-On Committee presented 
the annual Lend-A-Hand award to Rex 
Johnson, Patrick Harrington, Cindy 
Howell & Gary Leonard in June 2025 for 
their time and dedication planning and 

preparing for the Simpson Shrimp Feed 
each year.

NEW GENERATIONS AVENUE
•	 The Rotaract Committee, continued 

to have a close relationship with the 
Springfield Rotaract Club. We were a 
$500 sponsor for their DoubleDare 
fundraiser event in the fall.

•	 The Student Guests Committee hosted 
24 student guests and 14 counselors 
from all of the local high schools and 
SAAB at weekly meetings during the 
school year to recognize their efforts.

•	 The club sponsored 2 students to attend 
the Rotary Youth Leadership Academy 
(RYLA) in the summer of 2025.

Members prepared and served a meal on October 24, 2024 for the families at Ronald 
McDonald House.

Pictured (left photo): Joe Piatchek, Carrie Brown, Carrie Henry, Matt Madura, Susan 
Herron, David Compere and Michael Wehrenberg.
Pictured (right photo): Carrie Henry.
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INTERNATIONAL SERVICE AVENUE
•	 The Rotary Foundation Committee 

conducted a Rotary Foundation Program 
in November 2024 explaining the 
history, goals, and achievements of the 
Rotary Foundation.

•	 As of June 20, 2025, 163 Southeast 
members (85.3%) gave $38,135 to the 
Rotary Foundation, including $3,330 
to PolioPlus. We have 161 (84.3%) EREY 
members and 177 members who are 
Paul Harris Fellows.

•	 Total all-time giving to the Rotary 
Foundation from Southeast Rotary is 
over $1,317,671. The average gift in 
2024-2025 was $161 per member versus 
the district average of $137.

•	 The PolioPlus Committee conducted 
a weekly raffle to benefit the PolioPlus 
Fund of the Rotary Foundation. Total 
contributions were $1,754 from the 
raffle.

•	 Southeast Rotary donated $1,000 to an 
international project coordinated by the 
Rotary clubs of Fulton and Jefferson City 
Evening in Endepesi Village, Tanzania. 
The funds will be used to provide desks 
to a preschool there.

PRESIDENT-ELECT AVENUE
•	 The President-Elects of all five 

Springfield Rotary Clubs and Rotaract 
planned a All-City Rotary meeting on 
April 30th at the DoubleTree Hotel. The 
keynote speaker was Jack Stack.

•	 The Fellowship Activities Committee 
conducted 11 socials during the year 
at Ozarks Lunkers game x2, Table Rock 
Shore cookout, bourbon tasting and 
education event, dive bar tour, Chiefs 
game social, bowling social, Super Bowl 
party, Retro Metro bingo, pottery night 
social and tequila tasting & tducation 
event. The committee also planned the 
annual holiday party which was held at 
the Hickory Hills Country Club.

•	 The New Member Orientation 
Committee conducted two New 
Member Orientations for new members 
in the fall and spring at The Pitch and 7 
new members participated.

•	 Monthly new member luncheons were 
hosted at Scramblers throughout the 
year by the Welcoming Committee with 
committee chairs and Southeast Rotary 
Board Members presenting.

•	 The Membership Development 
Committee shepherded 14 prospective 
members through the new member 
process this year.

•	 The Programs Committee insured quality 
programs for the weekly meetings.

•	 The Golf’toberfest Committee hosted 
the 10th annual golf tournament 
fundraiser. A total of $20,210 was raised 
for the Southeast Rotary Endowment.
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VOCATIONAL SERVICE AVENUE
•	 The Directory Committee updated and 

published the membership directory 
in the Fall 2024 avaliable in print and 
digitally.

•	 The Fellowship Luncheon Committee 
held two rounds of fellowship 
luncheons. In October 2024, members 
had the option to visit Breast Cancer 
Foundation of the Ozarks, Drew Lewis 
Foundation, Good Dads, Guaranty 
Bank and Victory Mission. In April 2025, 
members had the option to visit Abacus 

CPA’s, Harvest Solutions, Springfield 
Symphony, TelComm Credit Union and 
Toth & Associates.

•	 The Vocational Awareness Committee 
presented the annual Vocational Service 
Awards in June to three recipents 
from the following agencies: Greene 
County Sheriffs Office and Mercy EMS in 
recognition of their outstanding service 
to the community.

•	 The Volunteer of the Year award was 
presented in April 2025 to Rex Johnson.

2025 Vocational Service Award winners: SPD Officer Ben Grote, SPD Officer Jason 
Miller and Mercy EMS Jim Cummings.
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ROTARY CLUB OF SPRINGFIELD 
SOUTHEAST ENDOWMENT, INC.

•	 2025 marked a club accomplishment 
that can best be described as historic!

•	 The Backdrop...The Rotary Club of 
Springfield Southeast Endowment, Inc. 
was established in 2015 as an indepen-
dent 501(c)(3) to raise and disburse 
funds for issues of poverty, children, 
child abuse, housing, hunger, health, 
hygiene, education, and safety, plus the 
seven areas of Rotary service in Spring-
field and the surrounding community.

•	 In 2017, the Founders Club was estab-
lished for The Rotary Club of Springfield 
Southeast Endowment, Inc. Fifty-six 
Rotarians and the Rotary Club of Spring-
field Southeast contributed $1,000 each 
to this fundraising campaign.

•	 The Sam and June Hamra Heritage 
Society was established for planned 
giving with a planned giving contri-
bution from Sam and June Hamra of 
$100,000 made to the Southeast Endow-
ment.

•	 The Southeast Endowment continues to 
spearhead an annual golf tournament 
and a raffle for a luxury vacation.

•	 The Give Greater 100 campaign, which 
asked donors to contribute $2,500 raised 
approximately $150,000.

•	 The Southeast Endowment has received 
commitments of over $225,000 in 
planned giving gifts.

•	 “GIVE IT AWAY DAY”...On May 15th of this 
year, Ocean Zen was alive with excite-
ment and energy as 7 area nonprofits 
received a total of $28,000 from the 
Endowment! This was our first of many 
annual distributions. In addition, it was 
announced that our total Endowment 
funds have now reached $650,000 and 
our expectation is that next year’s “GIVE 
IT AWAY DAY” will be even more finan-
cially impactful!

2025 Endowment Raffle winner, Rex 
Johnson. Pictured: Rex Johnson & Bill 
McNeill
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Southeast Rotary Meeting on May 15, 2025. Announcement and celebration of the 
Southeast Endowment’s first GIVE IT AWAY DAY!  

Representatives from 7 local area non-profits were in attendance and were awarded a 
total of $28,000. 
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2024–2025 FINANCIAL IMPACT
COMMUNITY GRANTS 				    $28,000

DISTRICT SIMPLIFIED GRANT PROJECT

(Crosslines Community Outreach)

•	 DSG Funds for SER 		  $6,000

•	 SER Match/Contribution 		  $6,000

•	 Other clubs DSG & fundraising 		  $104,000

Total				    $116,000

DOUBLEDARE SPONSOR 				    $500

ENDEPESI VILLAGE 				    $1,000

ROTARY FOUNDATION

•	 Polio Plus Fund 		  $5,089

•	 Annual Fund Donations & Bequests 		  $34,805

Total 				    $39,894

RYLA (sponsored 2 students) 				    $1,200

SOUTHEAST ROTARY ENDOWMENT

•	 Annual Raffle Fundraiser 		  $8,331

•	 Club Annual Contribution - Community Grants	 $10,000

•	 Golf’toberfest 		  $20,210

•	 Member Contributions 		  $18,280

Total 				    $56,821

Grand Total Financial Impact 				    $139,385

(from club & club members only)
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JULY 2024–
JUNE 2025

ANNUAL 
BUDGET

INCOME

4 · Operating Revenue

4000 · Dues 87,577.99 88,150.00

4100 · Service Fund 15,600.84 15,375.00

4200 · Meals 98,865.00 101,250.00

4300 · Fines 1,986.75 2,000.00

4400 · Initiation Fees 1,950.00 2,400.00

4800 · Miscellaneous Income

4810 · Active-85/Guest Meals 8,710.00 8,000.00

4840 · Badge Sales 145.00 0.00

4800 · Miscellaneous Income - Other 0.00 0.00

Total 4800 · Miscellaneous Income 8,855.00 8,000.00

4900 · Interest Income 6,655.81 1,000.00

Total 4 · Revenue 221,491.39 218,175.00

EXPENSE

7 · Administrative Expenses

7000 · Rotary International 20,124.99 20,500.00

7100 · District 6080

7110 · District Dues 5,150.00 5,125.00

7130 · District Conference 90.00 600.00

7135 · PETS Alliance 1,356.92 1,070.00

Total 7100 · District 6080 6,596.92 6,795.00

7300 · Other Admin Expenses

7310 · Club Supplies 2,147.79 2,000.00

7320 · Postage 214.91 500.00

7330 · Insurance 1,511.58 1,600.00

7340 · Website 381.17 360.00

Total 7300 · Other Admin Expenses 4,255.45 4,460.00

7400 · Large Club Conference 1,751.04 1,751.00

7500 · Contract Service Expenses

7510 · Club Management 29,900.00 29,900.00

2024–2025 PROFIT & LOSS OVERVIEW
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JULY 2024–
JUNE 2025

ANNUAL 
BUDGET

7520 · Accounting Services 1,500.00 1,500.00

Total 7500 · Contract Service Expenses 31,400.00 31,400.00

7700 · Meal Expense

7720 · Board Org. Mtg. 151.52 250.00

7730 · LETS 183.39 500.00

7735 · Past President’s Dinner 185.86 200.00

7740 · Weekly Meals

7742 · Regular 68,820.00 84,150.00

7744 · Off-sites 2,083.62 3,000.00

7746 · K-Park 0.00 900.00

7748 · All-City Mtg. 2,087.00 4,500.00

Total 7740 · Weekly Meals 73,990.62 92,550.00

Total 7700 · Meal Expense 74,511.39 93,500.00

7800 · Bank Fees

7810 · IPN Fees 5,277.68 6,000.00

Total 7800 · Bank Fees 5,277.68 6,000.00

Total 7 · Administrative Expenses 143,917.47 164,406.00

8 · Avenue & Committee Expenses

8000 · President-Elect Avenue

8020 · International Convention 0.00 6,000.00

8030 · Recognition Luncheon 2,459.29 1,000.00

8040 · Shrimp Feed 1,890.64 2,500.00

8050 · Speaker Gifts 500.00 500.00

8180 · Rotaract Membership Discount 1,849.11 1,300.00

Total 8000 · President-Elect Avenue 6,699.04 11,300.00

8100 · President-Elect Committees

8120 · Fellowship Activities

8123 · Holiday Party 2,971.48 3,500.00

8131 · Social Events 5,023.99 4,000.00

Total 8120 · Fellowship Activities 7,995.47 7,500.00

8130 · House Committee 73.89 1,000.00
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JULY 2024–
JUNE 2025

ANNUAL 
BUDGET

8160 · New Member Orientation 267.67 700.00

8170 · District Simplified Grant 6,000.00 6,000.00

Total 8100 · President-Elect Committees 14,337.03 15,200.00

8300 · Club Service

8340 · Public Relations 0.00 0.00

8350 · Sunshine Committee 149.77 550.00

Total 8300 · Club Service 149.77 550.00

8400 · Community Service

8420 · Community Grants 10,000.00 10,000.00

8440 · Hands-On Projects 362.14 300.00

8450 · K-Park 7,830.12 10,980.00

8470 · Blood Drive 250.00 400.00

8475· Route 66 Festival 1,500.00 1,500.00

Total 8400 · Community Service 19,942.26 23,180.00

8500 · International Service

8521 · Paul Harris Fellow Reception 4,941.35 4,000.00

8530 · PolioPlus 0.00 0.00

Total 8500 · International Service 4,941.35 4,000.00

8600 · New Generations

8640 · Rotaract 500.00 1,000.00

8641 · Interact 175.00 300.00

8650 · RYLA 1,200.00 1,200.00

8660 · Student Guests 0.00 0.00

Total 8600 · New Generations 1,875.00 2,500.00

8700 · Vocational Service

8700 · Four-Way Test 0.00 50.00

8720 · Rotary Volunteers 84.00 125.00

8730 · Membership Directory 864.49 1,000.00

8740 · Vocational Awareness 559.14 300.00

Total 8700 · Vocational Service 1,507.63 1,475.00

8900 · Misc. Expenses
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JULY 2024–
JUNE 2025

ANNUAL 
BUDGET

8950 · Bad Debt 1,975.98 0.00

8900 · Misc. Expenses - Other 1,719.17 0.00

Total 8900 · Misc. Expenses 3,695.15 0.00

Total 8 · Avenue & Committee Expenses 53,147.23 58,205.00

Total Expense 197,064.70 222,611.00

Net Ordinary Income 24,426.69 -4,436.00

OTHER INCOME/EXPENSES

Other Income

9105 · Fundraising Income

9120 · Polio Plus 1,844.00 2,500.00

9140 · Golf-toberfest 15,564.06 20,000.00

9170 · Peace Pole Project 0.00 0.00

Total 9105 · Fundraising Income 17,408.06 22,500.00

Total Other Income 17,408.06 22,500.00

Other Expense

9605 · Fundraising Expenses

9620 · Polio Plus 1,844.00 2,500.00

9640 · SE Rotary Endowment 15,564.06 20,000.00

9670 · Peace Pole Project Exp. 0.00 0.00

Total 9605 · Fundraising Expenses 17,408.06 22,500.00

Total Other Expenses 17,408.06 22,500.00

Net Other Income 0.00 0.00

NET INCOME 24,426.69 -4,436.00






