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FIRST MERIDIAN HEIGHTS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

FROM PASTOR KIM 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 
Thank you so much for the warm and enthusiastic welcome 

you have extended to me and my three kids! I’m so grateful for 

the gift of this congregation and the privilege of serving here in 
your midst. A special thank you to the Pastor Nominating 

Committee for their support and encouragement as I’ve begun 
my time at FMH! 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SURPRISES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
There is a side door from my office that leads directly into the 

hallway. It will be open on Sunday mornings so children and 
youth may stop in to pick up a small surprise – like a piece of 

candy, bookmark, or kazoo (just kidding about the kazoo!). So 

parents, please let your young ones know they are WELCOME 
to come in whether I’m in the office or not.  

 
THE SEASON OF LENT – CULTIVATING & LETTING GO 

“Lent is a season of spiritual gardening, of inviting God to 
unearth in us what lies fallow, what needs to be tended, and 

what needs to die for new life to emerge. This Lent, we’re 

embracing the literal and spiritual practices of cultivating and 
letting go.” That’s the introduction for the Lenten theme 

“Cultivating & Letting Go” from the talented pastors and artists 
at A Sanctified Art. With the help of their creative materials, 

our worship services during Lent will focus on that theme as we 

seek to grow in faith individually and together as a 
congregation. Please plan to join us! 

 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday! Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) is 

the day before Lent begins, when folks used to eat up all the 
fat (and other yummy things in their homes) before they began 

fasting during the penitential season of Lent. Today, some of 

us still “give up” certain luxuries or foods for Lent, while others 
add new disciplines (Bible reading, more time in prayer, giving 

more time and/or money to the church or charities). Whichever 
you prefer, it’s still meaningful to begin Lent with Ash 

Wednesday worship. Please see the announcement on page 2 

of this newsletter about our Ash Wednesday service on 
March 6, and please note that you aren’t required to receive 

ashes at all, or you can receive them on the back of your hand 
rather than your forehead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Finally, I’m looking forward to getting to 

know all of you in the months ahead.  If 

you’d like to get together for a cup of 

coffee or lunch (or some other 

opportunity), please don’t hesitate to 

email me at kim@fmhpc.org or call me at 

the church or on my cell at (317) 409-

2742. If I don’t have you as a contact, I 

likely won’t answer the first time you call, 

so it may be best to send me a text first 

and let me know who you are. Or just 

leave a voicemail.  

Grace and Peace to you and yours,  

Kim 

 

 

 

Pastor Kim’s Installation 

We're gonna make it 

official! Please come celebrate 

our new pastor's installation by 

joining in worship at 4 p.m., 

Sunday, March 24, in the 

Sanctuary. A reception will follow 

in the Community Room. 

Childcare will be provided during 

the service. 
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NEWSLETTER MARCH 2019 

 

FIRST MERIDIAN HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 2 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

It's going to be a big party! Speaking of which, we'll be hearing a story from our new pastor, Rev. Kim Olson, about 
when Jesus fed a big party of 5,000 people with just 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish. Then we'll continue the celebration 

with crafts, our free-will offering meal, and of course, birthday cake!  
 

As part of this event, we'll also be supporting our CFI 70 neighbors. They'll be celebrating Pi Day on 3/14, so the 

Messy Church community will be making cards for teachers. These cards, along with mini pies, will be given to the 
teachers from FMHPC.  

 
If you have questions, please contact Ginger Lippert at (317) 439-6868 or ginger6111@yahoo.com. We look forward 

to getting messy with you at FMHPC! 

 

THANK YOU–THANK YOU–THANK YOU 

Ondrea and I want to thank everyone at First 

Meridian Heights for your encouraging words, 

kind notes, and the Indiana-made wood Nativity. 

Our time in ministry with you will be 

remembered with gratitude. We pray all God’s 

blessings on your future journeys in faith and 

service. 

 

Bob and Ondrea 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Messy Church 
It's Messy Church's 1st birthday this month, and you're 

invited to the party! Join us as we celebrate one year of 

Messy Church on Wednesday, March 13, at 5:30 p.m. in 

the Community Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
We begin Lent with ashes (on your forehead 

or on the back of your hand) as a sign of 

repentance and to remember that, without 

God, we would be like dust, here one 

moment and gone the next. Prayer stations 

for adults and children will be available in 

the hallway outside the Chapel beginning at 

5:30 p.m. on March 6. Worship will begin 

at 6 p.m. in the Chapel. Children may 

attend childcare with Miss Julie or worship 

with their parents. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ARE INVITED 

Our new Pastor, Rev. Kim Olson, invites all of 

our high school youth and their parents to join 

her for lunch and conversation on Sunday, 

March 17, at 11:15 a.m. in the Community 

Room (that includes friends of our youth who 

might be interested in attending!). We’ll have 

some fun, eat some food, and make some plans 

for the rest of this school year (including Senior 

Recognition Sunday for our high school 

graduates and a possible retreat and/or service 

project for all our high school youth).  

Questions? Contact Kim at kim@fmhpc.org. 
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If we’ve missed your birthday, please let the church office know at fmhpc@live.com. 

  

 

 

Indianapolis was literally uncharted territory when 

chosen as the state capitol in 1820. With the exception 
of a few hardy settlers and a handful of Native 

Americans who refused to be chased off by the federal 
government, it was uninhabited wilderness. 

 

A Scotsman named Alexander Ralston was hired as 
surveyor in 1821 and tasked with laying out the new 

city—a plan that became known as the Mile Square. 
He’d emigrated to the U.S. around 1790 and not long 

after was hired as an assistant to Pierre Charles 

L’Enfant, the architect responsible for laying out the city 
of Washington D.C. 

 
Ralston came to Indianapolis in early summer 1821. A 

lifelong bachelor with no known family, he came with a 
clerk and a housekeeper described as “a mulatto 

woman named Chaney Lively.” 

 
Chaney was 21-years-old when she arrived in the city 

and a free woman of color—the first to call Indianapolis 
home.  

 

BORN A SLAVE 
It’s not clear where or when, but we know Ralston 

originally purchased Chaney as a slave. Most likely, he 
bought her in Louisville, a major slave trading hub 

at the time he lived there in the early 1800s. 

 
Census records show Chaney was born into 

slavery in Kentucky in 1800, making her 
about 15 or 16 years old when Ralston left 

Louisville for the Indiana territory. And 
though slavery was outlawed by the new 

state constitution, that didn’t stop settlers 

moving north from bringing their slaves with 
them when they came. 

 
The term “free person of color” was highly 

symbolic, and there were plenty of ways for 

whites to evade the law. Governor of the 
Indiana Territory and future President 

William Henry Harrison, for example, bought 
slaves in Kentucky and imported them as 

indentured servants. 
 

The relationship between Ralston and 

Chaney began as slavery, but by the time 
they arrived in Indianapolis they lived and 

worked side-by-side in a manner that led 
others in the community to regard her as an 

important and respected member of his 

household. 
 

Ralston worked on his survey of Indianapolis 
throughout the summer of 1821. When the 

platted lots went for sale in October, he 
bought two lots on the first day: one for him 

and one expressly for Chaney. 

 
One of those lots was on Maryland Street at 

the point where Kentucky used to cut the 
block diagonally. Here, he built a one-story 

brick house where he and Chaney lived until 

his death in January of 1827. 
 

In part, the acceptance of Chaney had to do 
with the difficulties of frontier life. There 

 

(continued on page 4) 

 

 
 

 

 

The Story 

of 

Chaney Lively 

and 

Her FMH 

Connection 

• March 12, John Melind 
• March 13, Mark Zwoyer 
• March 22, Peggy Reising 
• March 24, Sandy Fenstermaker 
• March 27, Marion Lippert & Jennifer Mathews 
• March 30, Ron Elliott & Harriet Marple 
• March 31, Dru Clingman 

 

 

 • March 2, Katherine Manion 
• March 5, Andrew Unversaw & Amelie Zirnheld 
• March 11, Adam & Nathan Halsmer 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Ralston
https://pres-slaves.zohosites.com/william-henry-harrison1.html
https://pres-slaves.zohosites.com/william-henry-harrison1.html
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(Chaney Lively, continued from page 3) 

 

wasn’t much of a class system in 
Indianapolis in the early days; 

pioneering created a pretty level 
playing field. 

 
As Catherine Merrill would later 

write in her autobiography, 

“Nobody was rich, nobody was 
poor, nobody was upish, nobody 

servile. Nobody had relatives. 
Each family was solitary, and so 

dependent upon neighbors and 

neighborly good will.” 
 

In his 1870 history of the city of 
Indianapolis, J.B. Nowland writes 

about Chaney this way:   

 
“She was a member of the first 

Presbyterian Church, and was 
universally respected by the 

pioneer ladies of the place who 
often took tea with her. She 

always behaved herself with 

propriety, and never took 
advantage of the attention shown 

her by them to be in any ways 
saucy.” 

 

Calvin Fletcher notes visits to 
Ralston and Chaney’s house in his 

1821-22 diaries, for conversation 
and a cup of tea, and to see 

some new fruit in the garden. 
Fletcher’s wife Sarah notes 

visiting for a taste of sugar. 

 
In her memoir, Jane Merrill 

Ketcham writes about lounging in 
the yard as a young girl and 

talking with Chaney as she 

skimmed the cream. Her sister 
records a visit on a cold February 

morning in 1826 in her diary and 
finishes with, “I love Mr. 

Ralston—and Chaney, too.” 

 

HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD 
Ralston’s death in January 1827 

must have been terrifying for 

Chaney, no matter how much or 

little she grieved him personally, 
and no matter how nicely the 

townspeople treated her. She 
was a young woman of color 

alone in a frontier town, without 
family or means, and with very 

little power under the law. 

 
While we don’t know the 

specifics, we do know Ralston 
made provisions for Chaney to 

legally own her own land and 

home after his death. As noted 
above, he bought two plots of 

land in 1821 and deeded one to 
“Chaney Lively, a free woman of 

color.” 
 

That piece of land sits on the 

northwest corner of Meridian and 
Maryland Streets, and it is where 

Chaney lived from 1827 until the 
early 1850s. 

 

In September 1871, The 
Indianapolis News published “A 

Glimpse of Meridian Street Thirty 
Years Ago” and described the 

area this way: 
 

“There stood on or very near the 

same corner now occupied by 
[the Hard Rock Cafe], a little one-

story frame where Jerry Collins 
kept what was then called a 

grocery and would now be called 

a “doggery” or more softly, a 
saloon. Below Collin’s grocery, on 

the west side, there were two 
houses only, one on the alley 

[Pearl Street], the other on the 

corner of Maryland Street where 

‘Aunt Chaney,’ a very estimable 

colored woman, lived. 

 

When Chaney moved into her 

own home in 1827, there were 

less than 60 people of color—

men, women, and children—

living in Indianapolis out of a 

population of a little more than 

1,000.  She was the only Black 

female head of household in the 

1830 census, and the first 

woman of color to own property 

in the city, most likely the first 

person of color, male or female, 

to do so. 

 

To make a living after Ralston’s 

death, Chaney took in boarders. 

As construction on the National 

Road got underway and labor 

camps sprung up nearby, she 

also made money by cooking 

and doing laundry for the 

workers—particularly African 

American laborers who were 

increasingly unwelcome in other 

parts of town. 

 

After living on her own for nearly 

a decade, Chaney married one of 

those men in March 1836. In his 

diary entry that day, Calvin 

Fletcher notes that he heard of 

the wedding and made a special 

trip to Chaney’s house to offer 

the couple his best wishes. 

 

MR. AND MRS. BRITTON 
There is little record of Chaney’s 

life outside her relationship to 

Ralston. And in later years, she 

rarely made headlines. 

Fortunately, her new husband 

John G. Britton did make the 

papers, and his activities offer us 

glimpse of what her life was like 

in the 1840-50s. 

 

Britton came from Ohio in 1835. 

He was also a former slave, keen 

to set up shop as a barber—one 

of the few “respectable” 
 

(continued on page 6) 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catharine_Merrill
https://archive.org/details/earlyreminiscenc00nowl/page/n5
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n91100823/
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n91100823/
http://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-n91100823/
https://books.google.com/books?id=TkGMnE6g1qMC&pg=PA258&lpg=PA258&dq=%22john+g+britton%22+indiana&source=bl&ots=YzeiNAJ8z-&sig=ACfU3U1LsJyx1x5FOUAUdGwGLab8dkN3hw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi8qayc9LfgAhUO8YMKHbOmA7cQ6AEwBHoECAYQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22john%20g%20britton%22%20indiana&f=false
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REPORT FROM YOUR SESSION 

On Sunday, February 17, the congregation approved the call of the Rev. Kim Olson as the installed pastor at 

FMHPC. 
 

On Monday, February 18, the elders approved the consent agenda for 2019. BJ Lippert has agreed to 
continue to serve as our congregation's treasurer, and Rebecca Zirnheld will continue as clerk of session. 

Charley Koehler is our commissioner to presbytery. 

 
The annual statistical report was completed and submitted to presbytery. Our congregation's annual report 

with committee reports is being compiled this month. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca Zirnheld 

Clerk of Session 
 
 

Food Pantry Needs for 

March/April 
canned pasta with meat 

(e.g. spaghetti O’s, mini-raviolis) | 

bath soap (bars) 

 
 
 

 

JOYFUL GIVERS! 
Thank you to everyone who has turned 

in a Giving Card for 2019! The 

Stewardship Committee and Session 

appreciate your generosity and your 

assistance in creating an accurate 

budget for the coming year. It’s not too 

late to communicate your intent to give 

– even if it’s just an estimate! 
 

You may use one of the Stewardship 

Commitment cards found in the pews 

or on the small table outside the 

Sanctuary, OR you may simply email 

our Business Administrator, Alexis 

Gonzales, at alexis@fmhpc.org.   
 

Please note that if you experience a 

change in your financial circumstances 

during the year that prevents you from 

fulfilling your giving goal, Alexis would 

welcome that information so, while 

keeping your name confidential, she 

can help our church leaders adjust 

budgets if necessary. Thank you for 

sharing your blessings with First 

Meridian Heights!   

 

 

mailto:alexis@fmhpc.org
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(Chaney Lively, continued from page 4) 

 

businesses for Black 

men at the time. Within 

a few years of marrying 

Chaney, he was widely 

known in Indianapolis 

as what we’d now call a 

community organizer 

and was remembered 

as “a very reputable 

colored man, who kept 

a barber-shop and 

accumulated some 

property” by historian 

Jacob Piatt Dunn in his 

1910 history of the city. 

   

Chaney and her 

husband were founding 

members of the Bethel 

AME church when it 

opened on Georgia 

Street in 1841. Britton 

was also the co-

founder and president 

of the first Black 

Freemasons in 

Indianapolis, along 

with  James S. Hinton, 

the first African 

American member of 

the Indiana General 

Assembly.  

 

When Frederick 

Douglass called the 

1848 Colored National 

Convention to order in 

Cleveland on 

Wednesday, September 

6, 1848, John Britton 

was present as the 

delegate from Indiana. 

 

In the years leading up 

to the Civil War, he 

spearheaded that 

that same movement 

locally and advertised for 

others to join him. 

 

“The time has come 

when every colored man 

in the State should 

consider his situation,” he 

writes in the Indiana 

Sentinel July 3, 1851, 

“We think it is high time 

that we take into 

consideration the 

oppressive laws that have 

so long oppressed us...” 

 

Britton wasn’t just 

fighting for an end to 

slavery, but for the rights 

of free people of color 

living in Indianapolis, 

including his friends and 

family. 

 

MOB RULE 
In the early days of 

Indianapolis, “the attitude 

of the Negro was what it 

was generally in the free 

states at that time—one 

of tolerance to an inferior 

race,” wrote historian 

Dunn. “There was firm 

maintenance of the fact 

that Indiana was free 

soil, and protection of 

Negroes in the legal 

rights that this implied.” 

 

Twenty years later, 

however, those attitudes 

had grown less tolerant, 

even as abolitionists like 

Calvin Fletcher 

championed (limited) 

rights for his “colored 

brethren.” The reality of 

day-to-day life for people 

of color in the city during 

the 1840-50s was 
becoming increasingly 

precarious. 

 

One of the most 

disturbing episodes in 

the city’s history 

occurred on July 4, 

1845. Around 3:00 in 

the afternoon, 

Chaney’s longtime 

neighbor John Tucker 

was walking down 

Washington Street 

when he was attacked 

and beaten to death by 

a group of white men.  

 

“An affray occurred in 

this city between a 

negro and some 

whites, in which the 

negro was finally killed 

outright,” wrote the 

Indiana Sentinel the 

next day. “The name of 

the negro is said to be 

John Tucker, about 45 

years old, and previous 

to this incident he is 

said to have been of a 

quiet and inoffensive 

disposition. 

 

“He was, we are told, 

formerly a slave in 

Kentucky, but many 

years ago honorably 

obtained freedom, and 

come to this vicinity 

more than 15 years 

ago. He has left two 

children, a girl about 

13, and a boy about 10 

years old.” 

 

The paper published 

the proceedings of the 

trial against the men  

 

charged with killing 

Tucker, and the 

testimony of more than 

15 witnesses who all 

told similar stories: 

Tucker was walking 

down the street, 

minding his own 

business, when a white 

man by the name of 

Nick Woods came out 

of a grocery. Whether 

accidental or on 

purpose, Woods 

bumped into Tucker, 

and words were 

exchanged. 

 

Woods struck first, 

hitting Tucker in the 

face and bloodying his 

nose. A brawl ensued, 

Woods picked up a 

club, and a short chase 

ended near the corner 

of Washington and 

Illinois where a crowd 

formed and chants of 

“Kill the N—!” could be 

heard up and down the 

street. 

 

Two men jumped in to 

help Woods in the 

fight: a white man 

named Edward Davis 

who picked up a brick 

and hit Tucker in the 

head, and a white man 

named William 

Ballinger who “ran after 

the negro, caught him 

by the collar, took the 

club and hit the negro 

over the head, and 

knocked him down.  

 

(continued on page 7) 
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https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethel_A.M.E._Church_(Indianapolis,_Indiana)
https://archive.org/details/officialhistoryo01grim/page/n12
https://archive.org/details/officialhistoryo01grim/page/n12
https://www.in.gov/idoa/2982.htm
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colored_Conventions_Movement
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colored_Conventions_Movement
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(Chaney Lively, continued from page 6) 

 

Woods then came to where the negro was lying and 

struck him twice over the head or shoulders. 

Someone then took away the club and prevented 

further blows.” 

 

A careful examination by physicians revealed that 

“Tucker’s skull was fractured the whole length. The 

blow which caused it would have felled an ox.” 

 

Ballinger skipped town before the trial. Davis was 

acquitted because they couldn’t prove he delivered 

the fatal strike. Woods was charged and found 

guilty of manslaughter; he was sentenced to three 

years in the penitentiary. 

 

Three other men, “local toughs,” were charged 

initially for aiding, but never tried. 

 

RULE OF LAW 
It wasn’t just mob rule making life hell for people of 

color in the years leading up to the Civil War, 

however. 

 

In 1850, the federal government passed the 

Fugitive Slave Act that allowed for any person of 

color in the North to be arrested and held on 

nothing more evidentiary than the word of a white 

person who claimed the person of color was actually 

an escaped slave.    

 

A well-respected friend of Chaney and John Britton’s 

was arrested in just such a case, and it cost him 

everything. 

 

John Freeman came to Indianapolis a free man of 

color in 1844. Over the course of a decade, he 

established a successful painting company and 

earned a good deal of money, eventually owning 

four acres of land near Meridian and Michigan 

streets, as well as a restaurant on Washington 

Street. He was married with three children, a 

member of the First Presbyterian Church, and a 

Freemason when he was arrested on June 20, 1853. 

 

Pleasant Ellington, a white slaveholder and minister 

from St. Louis who was passing through town,  

claimed John Freeman was actually a fugitive slave 

named Sam who had run away nearly 20 years 

previously, when Ellington lived in Kentucky. 

 

Freeman was arrested on nothing more than 

Ellington’s word. He was held without bail for nine 

weeks as his lawyers worked to find witnesses who 

could disprove Ellington’s claim—which they were 

eventually able to do. Three white men travelled 

from Georgia and Alabama prepared to testify they 

had known John Freeman as a youth, and he was 

not the man Ellington claimed. 

 

Oddly enough, Pleasant Ellington skipped town the 

night before Freeman’s witnesses were set to 

testify. Freeman was released from jail and cleared 

of all charges. On Aug. 29, 1853, John Britton 

hosted a celebration at the Masonic Hall in 

Freeman’s honor. 

 

Even though he won his case, Freeman lost all his 

personal wealth as a result of the trial and ensuing 

legal fees, court costs, and fines. The community 

raised enough to help him keep his house, but 

within a few years he and his family moved to 

Canada. 

 

(continued on page 8) 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/history/3117.htm
https://blog.newspapers.library.in.gov/in-print-and-on-the-map-articles-in-the-indiana-digital-historic-newspaper-database-and-corresponding-historical-markers-2/
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(Chaney Lively, continued from page 7) 

 

NO NEGROES 
ALLOWED 
Even those free persons of 

color in Indianapolis not 
accused of being fugitive 

slaves were at risk of losing 
whatever property and 

wealth they had acquired 
during this time, Chaney 

and her family included. 

 
In 1851, the Indiana 

Constitution was changed 
to explicitly prohibit people 

of color from entering the 

state—a measure that 
remained in effect until 

1866. 
 

“No negro or mulatto shall 

come into or settle in the 
State, after the adoption of 

this Constitution,” read the 
amendment. “...any person 

who shall employ [a] negro 
or mulatto, or otherwise 

encourage him to remain in 

the State, shall be fined in 
sum not less than ten 

dollars, nor more than five 
hundred dollars.” 

 

Blacks already residing in 
Indiana were allowed to 

stay—provided they 
register with a county 

office. After paying a $500 
bond, each person of color 

was issued a “Certificate of 

Registration.” 
 

If a man or woman of color 
was found to be living in 

Indiana without these 

papers, they could be fined 
amounts set by local 

jurisdictions, up to $1,000 
for each infraction. “Negro 

Registries” from the time 

are available in the state 

archives. 

It could be a complete 

coincidence that Chaney 

and John sold her house on 
Meridian Street the same 

year they were required to 
register and pay this fee, 

but maybe not. Their 
daughter Eliza Jane had 

recently married, and the 

young couple was 
expecting their first child. 

In all, Chaney’s family 
would have been required 

to pay at least $2,000 in 

order to remain in 
Indianapolis with any sense 

of security. 
 

After selling the house, 
Chaney and her family 

moved to West Washington 

Street, “between the White 
River and West Street,” 

according to the city 
directory. The sale and 

move most likely occurred 

in 1851. A business block 
known as the Elliott 

Building took the place of 
Chaney’s Meridian Street 

home by 1852-53. 

 
The new house on 

Washington was big 
enough for Chaney and 

John, their daughter Eliza 
and her family, a few 

boarders, and a barber 

shop John ran from that 
address for decades. He 

still lived there when he 
died in 1885. 

CHANEY’S PASSING 
In the mid-1850s, Calvin 

Fletcher founded the Old 

Settlers of Indianapolis and 

served as its first president. 

Each summer, a gathering 

of the city’s earliest 

residents was held at the 

State Fairgrounds. More 

like a family reunion than  

convention, the meeting 

was a chance for old 

neighbors to catch up, old-

timers to tell their stories, 

and old friends to see one 

another one last time. 

 

The only record of 

Chaney’s death located so 

far is a mention by Fletcher 

at the Old Settlers reunion 

in June 1858. As he called 

the meeting to order 

following a prayer, a list of 

names of those who had 

passed since the group’s 

meeting the previous year 

was read. Chaney Lively 

was among them.  

 

And when the 1860 census 

is taken a few years later, 

her name no longer 

appears with the rest of 

her family. 

 

Chaney would have been 

about 57 years old when 

she died and a resident of 

Indianapolis for more than 

35 years. Born into slavery, 

she arrived as a free 

person of color—the first to 

call Indianapolis home—

and she died one of the 

city’s oldest and most 

esteemed citizens. She was 

survived by her husband of 

20 years, John Britton; 

daughter Eliza Jane and 

her husband Reuben Glass; 

and grandchildren Cora 

and Marcus. 

 

Laura McPhee 

Editor, NUVO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Day of 

Prayer 

 

Please join us for 

World Day of 

Prayer at 

Tabernacle 

Presbyterian 

Church on 

Friday, March 1. 

(Address is 

418 E 34th St., 

Indianapolis.)  

 

This year’s event 

has been written 

by the WDP 

Committee of 

Slovenia and will 

begin at 10 a.m.  

 

For additional 

information on 

this international 

initiative, please 

visit 

wdp-usa.org, 

or call 

(212) 870-2466. 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/history/2858.htm
https://www.in.gov/history/2858.htm
https://www.in.gov/history/2548.htm
https://www.in.gov/history/2548.htm
http://www.wdp-usa.org/


NEWSLETTER MARCH 2019 

 

FIRST MERIDIAN HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

As part of our mission to serve, love and grow in the ever-

widening circles of Christ's grace, our church is supporting 

Independence Academy by having a table at the school's “An 

Evening for Autism” event, “Hats for Hope,” on Saturday, 

March 16. We will have ten spots at our table. If you would 

like to attend and represent First Meridian Heights and form a 

deeper relationship with the Independence Academy community 

with whom we share our building, we would ask you to pay $50 

towards the purchase of your ticket. The church will pay the 

remaining portion of your ticket cost. If you are interested in 

one of our ten spots at the $50 price, please email Ginger 

Lippert at Ginger6111@yahoo.com. 

  

For additional information on the event, visit the following page: 

https://one.bidpal.net/independenceacademy/welcome 

PWO NEWS 
 

Luncheon 
We’ll continue our puppy pillow activity at our 
next PWO meeting, March 14 at 11 a.m., 

(with lunch at noon). Cost for lunch is $5. 

 
Also, please add April 11 and our annual 

Eskenazi Health Baby Shower to your calendar! 
Look for additional details in the April newsletter 

and upcoming bulletins. 
 

Bake Sale 
Celebrate Saint Patrick's Day with homemade 

baked goods. The women of the PWO are 

having their bake sale this year on Sunday, 

March 17. Don't be green with envy if you 

pass up this opportunity. Come before or after 

worship to purchase cookies, brownies, muffins, 

and other goodies. We’ll have gluten-free 

options, too! It's the Luck of the Irish and the 

baking skills of our ladies that will make the 17th 

an enjoyable day. Thanks to our friends for your 

continued support. Sponsored by Presbyterian 

Women Organization. 

 

 

 

Dear Sisters in Christ,   

Did you know that, as a female member of First Meridian Heights, you are a member of the Presbyterian Women’s 

Organization? We welcome your involvement in the important work we do within our congregation and in missions 

across the globe. In our monthly meetings, PWO officers commit ourselves “to support the mission of the church 

worldwide . . . and to (be) witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.”   

In the past year we continued our longstanding work in creating and donating “Puppy Pillows” to Eskenazi Hospital 

to distribute and comfort sick children in our community. We paid for crucial repairs to the dishwasher and disposal 

in the church kitchen. Scholarships of $500 were given to our congregation’s college students in December.  We 

financially supported the work of the Presbyterian Women of Whitewater Valley Presbytery and of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA). We also gave $500 to each of four local missions: Coburn Place, Eskenazi Health Foundation, the 

Northwood Food Pantry, and Westminster Neighborhood Services.  

In order to continue to do good works for our church and for local and international missions, we need your 

support. Would you prayerfully consider making a financial contribution to PWO this year? When you do this, please 

make your check out to FMH PWO. These may be given to Carol Foulke or me, or dropped off in the church office in 

an envelope to the attention of Carol Foulke.  

Thank you again for your prayers and support.  

In Christ’s name, 

 

Carol Rader, Moderator  

FMH PWO 

 

 

 

An Evening 

for Autism 
 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wedoauctions.net%2Findependenceacademy&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6e2b0e9983aa44b143c508d5680ec0e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636529334947647731&sdata=KRC450G90ZjZpu4teYxBJkrsxIuUccttiDgcmfnmSBY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wedoauctions.net%2Findependenceacademy&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6e2b0e9983aa44b143c508d5680ec0e5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636529334947647731&sdata=KRC450G90ZjZpu4teYxBJkrsxIuUccttiDgcmfnmSBY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fone.bidpal.net%2Findependenceacademy%2Fwelcome&data=02%7C01%7C%7C352b428f27ca4728b09008d65be2828f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636797425737147844&sdata=lSkm8F22gfbKOtLMALPrywWaXAlZUMiPPIYLvkTb4HY%3D&reserved=0
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

 

 

   1 

•World Day of 

Prayer 

2 

 

3 

•Coffee & Conversation on 

Scripture, 9am, Community 

Room 

•Communion Worship Service, 

10am, Sanctuary 

4 

•Mission and 

Outreach Team 

Mtg., 6:30pm, 

Parlor 

5 

 

6 

•Ash 

Wednesday 

Service: Prayer 

Stations, 

5:30pm, 

Worship, 6pm, 

Chapel 

•Women of 

Grace, 7 to 

8:30pm, Parlor 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

•Food Pantry, 

8:45am 

•Parkview 

Bunny Hop, 

10am to 2pm, 

Community Rm 

10 

•Coffee & Conversation on 

Scripture, 9am, Community 

Room 

•Deacons Mtg., 9am, Parlor 

•Worship Service, 10am, 

Sanctuary 

11 

•Finance Mtg., 

6:30pm, Parlor 

12 

•Communicatio

ns/Marketing 

Team Mtg., 

6:30pm, Parlor 

13 

•B&G, 3:30pm, 

Parlor  

•Messy Church, 

5:30 to 7pm, 

Community 

Room 

14 

•PWO Puppy 

Pillows, 11am to 

1pm, 

Community 

Room 

15 

 

16 

•Boy Scouts 

Troop Mtg. 

10am to Noon, 

Community Rm 

•An Evening for 

Autism 

17 

•Coffee & Conversation on 

Scripture, 9am, Community 

Room 

•Worship Service, 10am, 

Sanctuary (no band) 

•PWO Sweetest Day (outside 

church office) 

•High School Youth & Parents 

Lunch & Conversation, 

11:15am, Community Room 

18 

•Session Mtg.,  

7 to 9pm, Library 

19 20 

•Women of 

Grace, 7 to 

8:30pm, Parlor 

21 22 

•Content Due for 

March 

Newsletter 

--submit to 

fmhpc@live.com 

23 

•Food Pantry, 

8:45am 

Room 

24 

•Coffee & Conversation on 

Scripture, 9am, Community 

Room 

•Worship Service, 10am, 

Sanctuary 

•Pastor Kim’s Installation, 4pm, 

Sanctuary 

•Installation Reception, 5pm, 

Community Room 

25 

 

26 

•Indianapolis 

Council of 

Women, 10 to 

noon, Parlor 

27 28 29 30 

•Food Pantry, 

8:45am 

Room 

•Boy Scouts 

Troop Mtg. 

10am to Noon, 

Community Rm 

31 

•Coffee & Conversation on 

Scripture, 9am, Community 

Room 

•Worship Service, 10am, 

Sanctuary 

       

 

 

 

 

First Meridian Heights Presbyterian Church 

4701 N. Central Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46205 

fmhpc@live.com  (317) 283-1305  fmhpc.org 

Rev. Kim Olson (317) 409-2742  kim@fmhpc.org 

Custodian: Ron Elliott (765) 524-3516 

Assistant Custodian: Natasha Nix, (317) 603-7171 

Music Coordinator: Art Cantrell, theartofmusic@hotmail.com 

Business Administrator: Alexis Gonzales, alexis@fmhpc.org 

Administrative Assistant: Trish Hawkins, fmhpc@live.com 

Our Mission Statement:  

To serve, love and 
grow in the ever-
widening circle of 

Christ's grace. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

fmhpc.org 

 
facebook.com/fmhpc 
 
twitter.com/fmhpc 
(@fmhpc)  
 
instagram.com/fmhpchurch 
(FirstMeridianHeightsPC) 
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