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A Message from Pastor Bruce…
The Christmas season is once again upon us. I pray
we all experience peace and joy as we celebrate Jesus’
birthday.
This year’s theme is, “What does Christmas Mean to
You?” As I write this letter, I’m praying that some of
you will be writing a short devotion to share with your
brothers and sisters in Christ. If you plan to participate please submit to the
church office by Wednesday, December 15th.
We already celebrated the first Sunday of Advent last week. I preached
on the purpose of our faith community shining the light of the Gospel to a
fallen and dark world. We are the, City on the Hill, a shining beacon of God’s
love to those around us. On Sunday, December 5th, which is the second
Sunday of Advent, we are going to be reminded of God’s creative plan to
restore the world to Himself. As we wait for Christ’s second coming, we are
to invite others to experience His grace. In order to do that we need to nurture the love of Christ in our own hearts and minds. Being set free in Christ
will cause us become more bold and confident in sharing our faith. In order
for this to occur we need to understand and accept the truth that Jesus
Christ is the full revelation of God. Our final Advent service, on Christmas Eve
Eve, will be filled with singing and praising God. The Messiah is the eternal
light of the world and we are to be in awe.
By His Hand of Grace, Pastor Bruce

Sunday, December 12th, following
worship service, we will enjoy our
next All-Church Fellowship meal
together. Look for the signup on
the table.

The Missions Team was
able to find two families
to help this Christmas season. Karen Clemens, and a
team of nine that volunteered last Sunday, have met. They
will provide information this Sunday,
December 5th, on ways to help.

December 2021
The following names and dates are
promoted by the FCC Prayer Team
as a way to pray each day for
church members, pastors, various
ministries that FCC is involved in, as
well as missionaries that we support. Please use it as a guide sheet
during your daily prayer time. What
better way is there to show love
and concern for our church family
and missionaries than to hold them
up in prayer.
Dec. 1 - Pastor Bruce & Lynn
Dec. 2 - Mark & Chris DuCharme
Dec. 3 - Pat Dutton
Dec. 4 - Sylvia Erbe
Dec. 5 - Claire Golden
Dec. 6 - Jack & Shirley Hawley
Dec. 7 - CRU - Jeff & Kate Mehne
Dec. 8 - Pastor Bruce & Lynn
Dec. 9 - Clara Howrigon
Dec. 10 - Rick & Tracey Hurdelbrink
Dec. 11 - FCC Leadership Council
Dec. 12 - Chuck & Patty Hyet
Dec. 13 - Tracey Johnston
Dec. 14 - Back Pack Buddies
Dec. 15 - Pastor Bruce & Lynn
Dec. 16 - Bob & Sue Julianus
Dec. 17 - Brian & Jackie Kahlmorgan
Dec. 18 - Dick Knowlton
Dec. 19 - The Krcatovich family
Dec. 20 - Pam Kuiper
Dec. 21 - FCC Quilters
Dec. 22 - Pastor Bruce & Lynn
Dec. 23 - Alice Lappin
Dec. 24 - Jim Luce
Dec. 25 - Marion Lyon
Dec. 26 - Paul & Peggy Madison
Dec. 28 - Christian Neighbors
Dec. 29 - Pastor Bruce & Lynn
Dec. 30 - Bruce & Connie Meles
Dec. 31 - Roberta Miles
The FCC Prayer Team is a dedicated, committed, group of “prayer warriors”. Requests are
prayed daily for three weeks by each team
member. Verbal and written requests are welcome. Prayer requests can be included in the
bulletin or kept within the “team” - please make
this known when you submit your request.

Community Quilt Project for the Homeless

BIRTHDAYS
2 - Donna DenHarder
3 - Frances Brooks
10 - Gail Doster Parker
10 - Chuck Hyet
13 - Christopher Miller
14 - Sylvia Erbe (90 yrs.!)
27 - Kim Rayburn
30 - Taya Miller

ANNIVERSARIES
December 16th
Brian & Kim Sparks - 26 yrs.
December 27th
Ken & Gail Watson - 53 yrs.
December 29th
Scott & Linda Sleeman - 37 yrs.
A shoveling crew is needed, this
winter, to clear the sidewalks
around the church. A
rotating list of helpers would be great!
Please contact Gordy
Boelman, the church
office, or one of the
deacons.
Each month FCC is
assigned a food item
to collect for the community food pantry.
During December we will collect

all varieties

Canned Beans
FOR CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS

Bring your items to church and
leave them on the green cart in the
narthex

Since 2002, when Brenda Powers enlisted Barb Michaels and Louise Clawson
to help sew quilts for the homeless population in our community, a group of ladies have been meeting in the FCC Fellowship Hall each week. The ladies come
from all over the southwest area of Michigan. Some coming as far away as Paw
Paw and Wayland. The quilts are comprised of a layer of jean, batting, and flannel. They are assembled as a rag quilt with rough edges on the outside, the corner square has the words, “In God’s Love”, sewn across the square. Since it’s
beginning more than 2600 quilts have been handed out to the members of our
community. This year, 159 quilts were distributed along with hats and mittens
also made by members of our community.
More volunteers are needed to help keep this project going. The quilting
group meets on Thursday afternoon from 1-2:30 in our church Fellowship Hall.
There are a variety of tasks that take place. The jeans are stripped, marked and
cut into 7” squares. Flannel and batting are also cut to size. Another group works
to assemble the quilt kits. These kits can be sewn at the church or taken home
to complete. You can help with this project by volunteering on Thursday afternoons, donating flannel, jeans, or batting to be used for the quilts, or taking
home a quilt kit to assemble. Some of the ladies assemble the squares for others
to put into quilts, while others complete the entire quilt.
This project is sponsored by the First Congregational Church and the United
Methodist Church of Otsego. Distribution of the quilts, in October, is normally
accompanied by a hot sloppy joe meal. Covid has put the meal on hold, but we
hope to add it to the calendar next year.
If you would like to be a part of this worthwhile project, come to the fellowship hall Thursday afternoon from 1-2:30. If you would like more information,
please contact Sue Rickli at 269-569-5745 or Louise Clawson at 269-694-9052.
Christian Neighbors: The total raised for the PATH Walk this
year was $9,453.68. FCC raised $1,315. Thank you to everyone
who participated by either walking or supporting a walker. CN
was recently gifted money from a couple’s estate. They plan to
use this money to expand educational services as well as possible building improvements.
YoungLife/Wyldlife: YoungLife (high school) in Otsego and Plainwell have been
up and running since the end of September. In Otsego they meet monthly on
Monday nights and in Plainwell they meet weekly on Thursday mornings for
pancakes and Bible Study. Wyldlife clubs (middle school) are being planned in
Otsego for Fridays, monthly, after school.
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission: KGM recently received a gently used truck for their
warehouse team to pick up donations from the community. If you have gently
used furniture and housewares that you would like to donate, please contact
them at 269-344-7333.
Attendance for

November
November 7
74
November 14
61
November 21
71
November 28
69

OVERALL BUDGET ANALYSIS: Year To Date
July-October

REVENUE

EXPENSES
OVER/UNDER

Budget
$57,450
$57,450
$0

July-October

Actual
$59,718
$64,241
($4,523)

July-October

Difference
$2,268
($6,791)
($4,523)

The above shows we have taken in $2,268 more than
budgeted. We have spent $6,791 more than budgeted.

