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See the Canary online
www.classycanary.net

SERVICES
DON’S PUMP AND 
WELL DRILLING:
Residential & irrigation, 
pump and well repair, 
cleaning and redevel-
oping older wells, well 
sealing. Call 320-634-
4020.

FOR  SALE
PUPPIES FOR SALE:
Great Pyrenees Cross 
puppies, livestock 
guardian dogs. Parents 

Tickets can be numbered, perforated, 
stapled in books, specially designed and 

there are a variety of colors.

We do custom raffl e tickets! 

Call us at 320.634.4571 or email 
design@pctribune.com to get started!

DOES YOUR ORGANIZATION 
NEED RAFFLE TICKETS?

Raffl e tickets
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Ticket: $100
Includes cash drawings, appetizers + 2 drinks

Need not be present to win but attendance encouraged!  Can’t make it? Send a proxy, or we will appoint one for you. If a proxy is used, winnings will go to the person listed on the raffle ticket only. 

5:30 p.m. at Minnewaska House Brewing Co + Grill

Minnewaska Rotary

OVER $10,000 IN CASH PRIZES!

Grand Prize - $6,000 Cash!
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Ticket: $100
Includes cash drawings, appetizers + 2 drinks

Need not be present to win but attendance encouraged!  

Can’t make it? Send a proxy, or we will appoint one for you. 

If a proxy is used, winnings will go to the person listed on the raffle ticket only. 

Saturday, March 23, 2024
5:30 p.m. at Minnewaska House Brewing Co + Grill

Minnewaska Rotary

OVER $10,000 IN CASH PRIZES!
Grand Prize - $6,000 Cash!

Presented byPresented by

Must be 18 or older to purchase ticket or win prize.
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Glenwood Canary
320-634-4571 • ads@pctribune.com Monday, March 23, 2026

• Elevator • Security Building 
• Community Rooms with 

Large Screen TV 
• Planned Social Activities 
• Laundry • Sewer • Water 

• Heat Included
Rent 30% of income.

On-site managers.

Aff ordable, quality living 
for seniors, handicapped 

or disabled - 1 BR available

Glenview Apartments
For an application

contact Vicky at
320-634-3188 

or 320-252-2000

SERVICES
DON’S PUMP AND 
WELL DRILLING:
Residential & irrigation, 
pump and well repair, 
cleaning and redevel-
oping older wells, well 
sealing. Call 320-634-
4020.

SERVICES
PAINTING: A+ Paint-
ing, Inc: Apluspaint-
ingmn.com and A+ Roof 
Coatings: Aplusroof-
coatings.com. Call Dan-
ny, 320-492-8265.

HELP WANTED:
CONSERVATION TECHNICIAN

Th is position is a 40 hour/week position. Primary duties will 
include: Perform various technical responsibilities (conservation 
planning) for program priorities and implementation at the District. 
Participates with others in conducting conservation research 
at the Rosholt Research Farm within profi tability guidelines. 
Performs responsibilities for the Sales and Services programs for 
the District including trees, native grasses, equipment use and 
rentals. Administers the Minnesota Ag Water Quality Certifi cation 
Program. Th e Conservation Technician is a professional position 
and requires a diverse background in resource planning, problem 
evaluation, and conservation practice application. Th is position 
requires skills and knowledge on a variety of rural and urban 
conservation projects, from conception to completion. Technical 
direction and support to the natural resource protection programs 
of the SWCD and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

support to the SWCD.
Salary range is $24.00-$35.00 per hour, negotiable depending 

on qualifi cations and experience.
Benefi ts include vacation, sick leave, holidays and retirement 

plan contribution (PERA-Public Employee Retirement 
Association), health insurance stipend.

Submit a completed application, a one to two page resumé 
and three references

no later than 4 p.m. Friday, April 10, 2026 to
Holly Kovarik, District Manager, Pope SWCD

1680 Franklin Street North, Glenwood, MN 56334
320-634-5327

holly.kovarik@mn.nacdnet.net

Qualifi cations: 
(Complete job description available at www.popeswcd.org)
• 2-4 year degree in agronomy, natural resources, soils, geology, 
environmental studies, agriculture or related fi eld. Prior experience 
in a technical agronomy fi eld preferred but not required.
• Knowledge of wildlife ecology, wetland, and grassland 
management including the ability to utilize various habitat 
management tools in the development of management plans.
• Experience with equipment: ATV, trailers, tractors, irrigation 
systems, survey equipment, and other farm equipment desired.
• Experience with design and installation of conservation practices 
or similar work.
• Strong interpersonal and communication skills, capable of 
working with a wide variety of people.
• Ability to comprehend complex programs and rules and be able 
to explain them to others.
• Self-motivated, able to work with a minimum of supervision.
• Computer experience with word processing and spreadsheets, 
GIS (ArcView) are also helpful.
• Experience in design and installation of conservation practices 
or similar work.
• Ability to work outdoors.
• Other duties as assigned.

Pope Soil and Water Conservation District in Glenwood, Minn., 
is looking to hire a Full-time Conservation Technician.

PLATBOOKS
2 0 2 6  P O P E  C O U N T Y

3 2 0 . 6 3 4 . 4 5 7 1
14 1st Ave. SE | Glenwood, MN

FULL COLOR Pope County plat books now 
available at the Pope County Tribune.

$40OO
plus tax

STOP IN FOR YOURS TODAY!

THEY’RE HERE

Quality Construction – 
Built to Handle Our 
Midwest Weather!

24x24x10...... $10,000
30x40x10......$13,500
36x48x10..... $16,500
40x64x12 .....$20,500

Ask About Concrete Prices!

Visit us online at www.classycanary.net

The Sauk Centre Herald

R E A C H I N G  5 8 , 0 0 0  W E E K LY  R E A D E R S16 classycanary.net

classy
R E A C H I N G  4 8 , 0 0 0  W E E K LY  R E A D E R S2017

Echo Press, Alexandria | 320-763-3133  
 echo@echopress.com

Swift County Monitor, Benson | 320-843-4111  
 ads@monitor-news.com

Grant County Herald, Elbow Lake, Herman, Hoffman | 218-685-5326   
 gcanne@runestone.net

Pope County Tribune, Glenwood | 320-634-4571  
 ads@pctribune.com

Long Prairie Leader, Long Prairie | 320-732-2151  
 news@lpleader.com

Stevens County Times, Morris, Hancock | 320-589-2525  
 shelly@stevensctimes.com

Paynesville Press, Paynesville | 320-243-3772  
 editor@paynesvillepress.com

Sauk Centre Herald, Sauk Centre | 320-352-6577  
 joyce@saukherald.com

Wheaton Gazette, Wheaton | 320-563-8146
 wgazette@frontiernet.net

Want to advertise?

The entire 
Canary is online at 

www.classycanary.net

Call or email any 
of these newspapers

Thank You for su� orting  the Cla� y Canary advertisers!

The Star Post

Way Back When

100 years ago • Sept. 7, 1922
Railroad strike delays Sauk Centre’s 

waterworks
Little progress has been made on the construction 

of Sauk Centre’s new waterworks system since 
last week. The Herald was misinformed when it 
stated that Contractor Goldstein’s order to pipe 
manufacturers called for shipment after Aug. 15; in 
reality, the railroad strike has caused an embargo to 
be placed on all merchandise of this sort. In a letter 
from the Robb Sales Company to Goldstein, it states 
that one of the company’s factories has been shut 
down since Aug. 9 and their pipe shop at another 
plant has also shut down, making it impossible for 
their manufacturing plants to get the raw materials 
such as pig iron.

50 years ago • Sept. 7, 1972
Hospital to update based on state, federal 

requirements
Bids will be opened Sept. 6 for renovations 

on St. Michael’s Hospital in Sauk Centre, work 
that will include the installation of a fi re alarm 
system, smoke detectors and various life safety 

improvements and changes. These renovations are 
being brought about by requirements of state and 
federal governing agencies which gave the hospital 
a one-year grace period to correct defi ciencies in 
their fi re safety equipment, a period which has now 
ended. It is anticipated that all or the majority of the 
aforementioned projects will be completed within 
60 days of the opening bids so the hospital will 
meet the requirements before their next survey in 
November.

25 years ago • Sept. 9, 1997
Anderson sees aftermath of 

Princess Diana’s death in London
While most of the world could only watch the 

events surrounding the death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, Sauk Centre native Janet Anderson, a fl ight 
attendant for American Airlines, witnessed England’s 
sorrow fi rsthand. She arrived in London at 11:30 
a.m., only seven hours after Princess Diana’s death 
in an automobile accident in Paris, and as she got 
closer to the gates of Buckingham and Kensington 
Palaces, she saw an ever-growing number of fl owers 
and quiet mourners. Anderson found the normally 

bustling city to be quiet and somber; an admirer 
of Princess Diana and her humanitarian work, 
Anderson had seen her in-person in a motorcade 
about four years ago, and so she also had tears in 
her eyes on hearing of Diana’s death.

10 years ago • Sept. 6, 2012
First Eagle’s Healing Nest 

veterans to arrive this week
The process has taken an arduous four years but, 

according to Eagle’s Healing Nest director Melony 
Butler, the Nest has 37 rooms completed and 
will be housing veterans as they arrive this week. 
Volunteers have fi nished work on two buildings 
of the former Home School in Sauk Centre, both 
structures leased from the property owner; Butler 
has also leased stables on the property, expecting to 
provide equine therapy for the veterans. The Nest 
will be having an open house Sept. 7 so people can 
see the completed buildings and rooms, with lunch 
being served by the Blue Star Mothers.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
CentraCare-Albany Clinic employees Mandy Green (from left), Lizzie Parker, Dorine 
Rausch, Dr. Brittany Nagel, Easton Popma and Ani Ellingson; and Girl Scouts Aubrey 
Gaebel, Bethany Larkey and Amarissa Thompson gather around a bench donated by 
Albany Girls Scout Troops 248 and 251 Aug. 19 at the clinic. The Girl Scouts collected 
plastic bags until they reached 500 pounds. They submitted the plastic to the 
recycling company, NexTrex, and they were awarded a bench.        

Albany Girl Scouts 
donate bench to 

CentraCare-Albany clinic

WEEK OF JANUARY 16, 2023

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSESSUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES

GRANITE FALLS • 320-435-6400
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• Water Chlorination
• Well System Updating
• Pump Repair & Installation
• Well Abandonment
• Water Testing

• Drill New
• Service Existing
• Irrigation
• Geothermal Drilling
• Waterline Installation

Kain Ervin

Ervin Drilling & Pump
License. # 4007 • US DOT 3408381

Direct Number: 320-522-2672 OR Toll Free: 1-833-378-4634

I have a Full MDH Well Contractor License,
Serving the areas of West Central and South
West Minnesota.

My team and I are hardworking, trustworthy and
eager to meet you. We hope that you will trust
us with your current and future water needs.

The services we offer 7 days a week:

NEW OPENING!
CLAIMS TECHNICIAN
(PROPERTY/CASUALTY CLAIMS)

Visit www.northstarmutual.com 
for more details and apply today!

• North Star Mutual Insurance Company is looking 
for an individual to perform data entry and 
file maintenance in a paperless management 
system, and handle incoming and outgoing calls. 
This will include processing payment requests 
and auditing checks.

• Individuals who have an eye for detail, interact 
well with others and thrive in a team oriented 
environment are encouraged to apply for this 
dynamic and fast paced role.

• In-office, full-time position with flexible work 
schedule and excellent benefits including 
affordable health care, 401(k) with company 
match and company paid pension.

Cottonwood, MNcareers@northstarmutual.com(507) 423-6262

PLACE YOUR
AD

TODAY!
Call

320-435-6400
or email

sgodfrey@cherryroad.com
khosek@cherryroad.com

•

media

info@CherryRoad.com  •   www.cherryroad .com

Building Community Engagement 
Through the Power of Local News.

CherryRoad Media Inc. is focused 
on using technology to strengthen 

communities through their 
local newspapers. 

We believe the newspaper 
is an  essential resource for 
developing strong communities. 



Selling? Buying?
Advertise here 

for $10/wk

320-589-2525
sales@stevensctimes.com

March 17, 2026
Morris CanaryStevens County Times
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The Stevens County Times office offers a Passport 
photo service. No appointment needed and your 

photo is ready the next day! Questions? 
Call our office at 320-589-2525

Passport Pictures

WCROC IN MORRIS IS HIRING
The University of Minnesota West Central Research and 
Outreach Center (WCROC) in Morris, MN, is seeking an 

Agronomy Supervisor to oversee and coordinate agronomic 
cropping operations on its 1,100-acre research farm.

AGRONOMY SUPERVISOR – WCROC (MORRIS, MN)
This full-time, 12-month position supervises certified organic and 
conventional crop production and works closely with the WCROC 

farm operations team to support research programs in dairy, swine, 
horticulture, and renewable energy.

Qualifications are a bachelor’s degree in animal science, agronomy, 
ag business/farm management, or related field, plus four years 
of experience, or a combination of related education and work 

experience to equal at least eight years.

Salary range: $29.25 – $31.25 per hour  
with excellent benefits for our employees.

For full details and to apply, visit  
employment.umn.edu 

Search: Agronomy Supervisor –  
West Central ROC, Morris

The University of Minnesota is an equal opportunity 
educator and employer.

WCROC IN MORRIS IS HIRING
The West Central Research and Outreach Center (WCROC) 

is a 1,100-acre research farm with programs in Dairy, 
Horticulture, Renewable Energy, and Swine.

The WCROC is seeking qualified candidates for the 
following positions:

DAIRY MILKER (JOB ID 369087)
36 hrs +/week | Teamsters Local 320

Milking cows and maintaining a clean environment. 
Five guaranteed shifts per week.  
Flexible scheduling is available.

CASUAL DAIRY MILKER (JOB ID 369160)
Part-time/Temp Casual | Civil Service

Milking cows and maintaining a clean environment

GENERAL MECHANIC (JOB ID 368332)
Full-time, 10-month | Teamsters Local 320

This is a 10-month, continuing position located 
at WCROC in Morris. The role involves the 

maintenance and repair of livestock facilities, 
buildings, equipment, and grounds, as well as 

supporting production farming.

All positions are located at WCROC in Morris, MN, 
with competitive pay and University of Minnesota 

benefits, where applicable

Visit hr.umn.edu/Jobs/Find-Job  
& search by Job ID to apply

West Central Research
and Outreach Center

Job ID 372712

FOR SALE
Round bales of 

alfalfa hay. $80 per ton 
Clinton, MN
320-305-0938

market

'23 Chevy Equinox
1.5L, 4CYL, HCltr, HWLNV, CCpks

#P3840......Now $25,490

‘25 Chevy Blazer
2L, 4CYL, HLthr, Start, Tralr

#P3820......Now $30,990

'23 Buick Envision
2L, 4CYL, HClth, HWheel, Sport

#P3823......Now $26,990

'23 GMC Yukon XL
3.0L, V6, Quads, Diesel, HCltr

#T6101A......Now $54,990

'25 Chevy Equinox
1.5L, 4CYL, HClth, HWeel
#P3837......Now $26,990

‘23 Buick Enclave
3.6L, V6, HLthr, Quads, HWheel

#P3799.......Now $33,990

‘23 Cadillac XT5
3.6L, V6, HLthr, NAV, HWheel

#P3786......Now $34,990

'20 GMC Terrain
2.0L, 4CYL, HLthr, HWheel, Nav

#P3846......Now $19,490

‘22 Chev K1500
5.3L, V8, HClth, Bench, HWeel

#T6067A........Now $29,990
'

'99 Ford F350
6.8L, V10, Bench, Cover, RWD

#T4312B.......Now $7,990

'19 GMC Sierra 150
5.3L, V8, HLctr, HWheel

#T5237A......Now $29,990

'24 GMC SIERRA 150
6.2L, V8, HCltr, Nvsun, PBord

#T6146A.......Now $57,990

'21 GMC Sierra 350
3L, V6, HCltr, NAV, Sunroof
#T4310B......Now $34,990

'22 Chevy Malibu
1.5L, 4CYL, HClth, Start

#P3792......Now $16,990

USED PICKUPSUSED SUV'S & VANS

'25 CHEV K1500
3.0L, V6, Diesel, HLthr, HWeel

#T6158A.......Now $50,990

'25 Ford F-150
3.5L, V6, HClth, Start, 4x4
#T6065A......Now $48,990

'18 Chevy Malibu
1.5L, 4CYL, HLthr, Start, TekPk

#P3787A......Now $15,490

USED CARS

'20 Buick Enclave
3.6L, V6, HCltr, Plift, HWheel
#P3781A........Now $22,990

'

'20 Chevy Tahoe
5.3L, V8, HCltr, 8-Pass, HWheel

#T5246A.......Now $32,990

'23 Chevy Blazer
2L 4CYL, HClth, PLift

#P3811......Now $27,990

‘16 KIA Sorento
2.4L, 4CYL, HCltr, AWD

#P3849A......Now $8,490

‘23 Chrysler Pacifica
3.6L, V6, HLthr, HWheel, PLift

#P3773......Now $23,990

‘19 Cadillac Escalade
6.2L, V8, HCltr, HWheel, Tires

#T6031A......Now $20,990

'14  Dodge Durango
3.6L, V6, HCltr, Quads, NVsun

#P3836A......Now $8,990

'23  Buick Envision
2.0L, 4CYL, HLthr, HWeel, Sport

#P3833......Now $29,990

USED PICKUPSUSED SUV'S & VAVV NS

USED CARS

Livestock For Sale
Hamp Durok and Yorkshire boars and gilts. Mike Ke-
men 320-598-3790     2-25-c-pd

Buying and selling silver bars, silver dollars, rare coins, 
gold jewelry, any gold-silver items, collector coins, 
currency. 44 years in business. I have a $1,500,000 line 
of credit and own 1,475 acres of land near Ormsby. 
Kuehl’s Coins, Fairmont, MN. 507-235-3886/507-399-
9982.        

                 10-12-c-b

WEEK OF MARCH 23, 2026
GRANITE FALLS • 320-435-6400

-- Cropland is currently enrolled in the CRP program --
-- Steady, reliable income providing an excellent investment --

-- Located east of Canby, Minnesota --
-- Suitable hunting habitat with well established cover --

L-2600226

For more information on property details, please contact:

Darwin Thue, AFM, Agent 
Phone: (320) 640-2648
DThue@FarmersNational.com

www.FNCRealEstate.com

Bidding starts | Tuesday, April 7, 2026 at 8:00 AM
Bidding closes | Wednesday, April 8, 2026 at 1:00 PM 

To register and bid go to: WWW.FNCBID.COM

160± Acres • Yellow Medicine County, Minnesota
ONLINE AUCTION

Paul Sickler, AFM, Agent 
Phone: (605) 366-4704

PSickler@FarmersNational.com
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LONG PRA IR I ELONG PRA IR I E
March 25, 2026

21 3rd St. S, Long Prairie, MN 56347design@lpleader.com  320-732-2151

, May 2 • Sale Time: 9 A.M.

Huge Spring Consignment

AUCTION
Multi-Ring, Sauk Centre, MN Consignment Auction

Held at Sauk Centre, MN, Hay Lot & Auction Site
40274 408th Street • Sauk Centre, MN

ATTENTION: Farmers, Ranchers, Contractors, Dealers, Lenders

Consign all types of farm and livestock equipment, trucks, 
trailers, construction equipment, RVs and ATVs. Accepting 
consignments ranging from complete lines of farm equip-
ment to individual pieces, expecting a great market with a 
wide range of bidders.

Let us do the advertising, collection and 
payment by consigning your items TODAY!

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: To receive the best marketing 
results, please call to have your items consigned by April 3, 2026, 
in order to be placed on the auction brochure. Accepting items 
Monday–Friday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., beginning March 27. Please call 
ahead. The last day to unload is April 27, 2026.

LIVE & 
ONLINE 
BIDDING

Please Note Advertising Deadlines

SATURDAYSATURDAY, May 2, May 2 • Sale Time: 9 A.M.

Sauk Centre
Consignment Sale

Col. Kevin Winter
Lic. # 77-18

320-760-1593

Col. Scott Twardowski
Lic. # 77-55

320-220-5501

FOR SALE

Downhill 
Skis, Boots 

& Poles
Used less than 10 times
Boots - Ladies Size 8.5

$100
CASH ONLY

Can be seen at the Long 
Prairie Leader Offi ce
21 3rd St. S. (1/2 block 
South off Central Ave)

or call 

320-533-0282
or text/voice mail 

if no answer

Includes Carry 
Bag for the Skis

Brandon VanHavermaet

Offi ce 320-732-8358  Cell 320-290-9220

NEW BOBCATS/USED SKID LOADERS

19612 US 71, Long Prairie, MN 56347 • 320-732-3715
5 miles S. of Long Prairie on Hwy. 715 miles S. of Long Prairie on Hwy. 71

• S650 Bobcat
• New Tilt Bed Trailers
• T650 Bobcat
• New Holland C190
• S590 Bobcat
• S66 Bobcat
• TS Bobcat
• New Holland L553

• JCB 270
• New Wacker Jumping Jacks
   In Stock
• S590 Bobcat
• T750 Bobcat
• New Holland L228
• Used S76-2
  • New Dump Trailers

Sales • Rentals • Parts • Financing
• Attachments Service

DEALERS FOR: BOBCAT, SIMPLICITY,  
BUFFALO TURBINE BLOWERS 
STIHL • MidSOTA • FELLING

Splitter AttachmentsSplitter Attachments

WINTER IS HERE... WINTER IS HERE... 
Skid Steer & Walk Behind Snow Blowers in Stock NowSkid Steer & Walk Behind Snow Blowers in Stock Now

SCHRAMEL 
SPORTING 

ESTATE
ONLINE ONLINE 

AUCTIONAUCTION

Between Pelican Rapids 
& Vergas, MN

Address available 
48 hours ahead of preview.

353+ MUST SEE Lots 
• Lund Fishing Boat with 60 HP
   Johnson & Trailer
• Bobcat 751 Skidloader
• Polaris XP 1000 Side By Side
• Bobcat 220 UTV
• Polaris Sportsman 400 4 X 4
• 8 Fabulous Trophy Bull Elk Mounts 

Preview March 28 • 9:30 am to Noon
Bidding closes March 30 @ 6 pm 

www.Schultzauctioneers.com
320-232-0850

 — QUALITY TESTED HAY —— QUALITY TESTED HAY —

AUCTIONAUCTION
 The Hay Sales will be held at the Sauk Centre Hay Auction LLC Offi ce & 
Auction site located from the intersection of I-94 & US 71 Sauk Centre, 

1/2 mile south on US Hwy. 71 to Modern Farm Equipment, 
then 1/10 mile east on 408th St. to auction site. Signs will be posted.

 Legacy Auction Company/Sauk Centre Hay Auction
Auctioneers: Scott Twardowski 320-220-5501 • Kevin Winter 320-760-1593

SCHEDULED EVERY 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

SALE TIME 12:30 PM
THURS., APRIL 2, 2026
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WHEN
Way Back

100 years ago • Feb. 25, 1926
Sauk Centre students win high honors in 

St. Cloud
Sauk Centre  nished the subdistrict 

Declamation Contest in St. Cloud Feb. 24, 
winning one  rst and two seconds with one 
entry in each of the three divisions.

Vione Steege, having as her theme 
“Bobby Unwelcome,” won  rst honors in the 
dramatic division; Virginia Kells, with “The 
Fall of George Bassett,” was awarded second 
place in the humorous section; and Carlyle 
Key, with “Christ of Andes,” won second 
honors in the oratorical section. Sauk Centre 
was the only school of  ve schools competing 
that placed all contestants, and Sauk Centre 
led all schools in the subdistrict in total rating. 

50 years ago • Feb. 25, 1976
Board seeks replacement for 2 agriculture 

teachers
A special meeting of the Sauk Centre 

Board of Education was called Feb. 19 for 
action in the resignation of vocational agri-
culture instructor Don Mier and to consider 
continuation of the Veterans’ Ag program. 

The vocational agriculture program has a 
total enrollment of 160 students, with have of 
them in Mier’s four classes. Dropping the pro-
gram would mean some students would have 
to take substitute classes spring quarter, and 
underclassmen would be missing prerequisite 
classes for when they are upperclassmen. 

25 years ago • Feb. 27, 2001
A passion for papier tole

Bill Klundt has an eye for depth, contour 
and perception thanks to the French art of 
three-dimensional papier tole, which Klundt 
is becoming pro cient at. Papier tole is the 
process of taking identical prints, cutting out 
its component parts, shaping and sizing these 
components, then layering them on the base 
print to give the  nished piece its special 3D 
effect. 

“It’s not really an art or a craft; it’s an art/
craft,” he said. “You’re taking someone else’s 
artwork and making a three-dimensional 
picture.”

10 years ago • Feb. 25, 2016
CentraCare unveils new clinic space
A nine-month expansion project with a 

price tag of $2.4 million was unveiled to an 
eager public Feb. 17. CentraCare Health-Sauk 
Centre held an open house, marking the open-
ing of the new 7,100-square-foot addition that 
will add 15 exam rooms, bringing the clinic’s 
total to 39. 

“The additional space bene ts both the 
patients and the staff,” said Carolyn Koglin, 
clinic director. “It allows us to operate with 10 
family medicine providers and many outreach 
specialists, offering more services on the main 
level.”

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the lett ers to spell

something pertaining to sports.

Answer: Helmet

PHOTO BY CAROL MOORMAN
Stuart Austing stands at his work bench with tools in 
hand Feb. 25 at Iron Horse Trading Co. in Albany. As the 
Stearns County Board of Commissioners prepare to host 
a public hearing April 7 in Melrose, local hunters are 
debating the possible transition to a rifl e deer hunting 
zone. 

 As Stearns County 
commissioners prepare to 
decide whether deer hunt-
ers can use ri es county-
wide, the discussion has 
grown beyond questions 
of  rearms and safety, 
revealing deeper tensions 
about tradition, tech-
nology and who should 
ultimately make wildlife 
policy decisions.

A change in Min-
nesota law allows deer 
hunters to use legal ri es 
and shotguns throughout 
the state, beginning the 
2026  rearms season. 
Current shotgun-only 
counties, however, have 
the ability to pass an or-
dinance to keep existing 
restrictions. 

That compromise has 
left county boards across 
Minnesota in the middle 
of a divided debate.

The Stearns County 
Board of Commission-
ers is hosting a public 
hearing on the matter at 
6 p.m. April 7 at Melrose 
City Hall in Melrose. The 
hearing comes ahead of 
the commissioners’ May 
ordinance deadline.  

“We’re kind of in a 
predicament,” said Steve 
Notch, board chair and 
5th District representa-
tive. “You’ve got half 
the people saying keep 
shotgun and half saying 
ri e is  ne.”

According to white 
tail deer management his-
tory from the Minnesota 
Department of Natural 
Resources, shotgun-only 
hunting zones were creat-
ed in the 1970s after deer 
populations in Minnesota 
dropped in the late 1969s. 
Limiting  rearm range 
was viewed as both a 
conservation and safety 
measure.

Stuart Austing is a 
longtime gunsmith, avid 
hunter and owner of Iron 
Horse Trading Co. in Al-
bany. He said the current 
debate is something he 
has heard before.

“This isn’t a new 
argument,” said Austing, 
a resident of Birch-
dale Township. “It’s 
something that’s come 
up again and again as 
technology changed and 
people started asking 
whether the old rules still 
matched how hunting 
actually works.”

Earlier restrictions 
re ected a different era 
of hunting, Austing said. 
Fewer deer, different  re-
arms and larger groups 
that drove deer across 
open farmland were more 
common than they are 
today, he said.

Austing said one 
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of the biggest miscon-
ceptions is how modern 
 rearms are compared 
with those used when 
shotgun-only zones were 
 rst established.

“Growing up, we 
were all taught that slugs 
and shotguns were safer 
than ri es,” he said. “In 
that same breath, people 
have been spending their 
lives getting better and 
better shotguns and trying 
to get them to perform 
like ri es.”

Traditional slugs 
once limited both accura-
cy and effective distance, 
Austing said. Today, 
ri ed barrels and modern 
slugs allow shotgun hunt-
ers to achieve accuracy 
and ranges far beyond 
what earlier generations 
experienced, he said.

Modern deer ri es 
are typically used within 
controlled distances, 
especially in wooded or 
rolling farmland common 
across Central Minnesota, 
Austing said. 

“The equipment has 
changed, but so has how 
people hunt,” Austing 
said. “A lot of this dis-
cussion is based on what 
hunting looked like 30 or 
40 years ago.”

Much of the public 
debate has centered on 
whether ri es are capable 
of longer ranges and if 
they pose greater risks 
in populated agricultural 
areas.

According to the MN 
DNR, available data does 
not show  rearm type as 
a primary safety factor.

“We didn’t have 
safety concerns about it,” 
said Joe Albert, commu-
nications coordinator for 
the MN DNR. “From 
a wildlife management 
standpoint, we can 
manage deer populations 
regardless of what legal 
 rearm is used.”

Hunting incidents 
have steadily declined 
for decades, Albert said. 
This, he said, is largely 
due to mandatory  rearm 
safety education and im-

proved hunter training.
“At the end of the 

day, safe handling prac-
tices matter more than the 
type of  rearm,” Albert 
said.

Enforcement can 
become more compli-
cated when neighboring 
counties adopt different 
rules, creating potential 
confusion for hunters 
traveling between areas, 
Albert said.

There is a patchwork 
of acceptance already 
beginning to emerge as 
some counties throughout 
Minnesota are making 
decisions on whether to 
allow the shotgun-only 
zones to continue or 
follow the state’s ri e 
recommendations.

Ben Wiechman, a 
hunter who lives in Mel-
rose Township, hunts in 
three to four area coun-
ties going through the 
decision-making process. 
Wiechman wanted to 
track the decisions of 
the counties he hunts in. 
Shortly after he started, 
Wiechman said, he de-
cided to compile a public 
spreadsheet tracking the 
decision-making pro-
cess of Minnesota’s 61 
counties either entirely or 
partially in a shotgun-on-
ly zone.

“It was surprisingly 
hard to  nd information,” 
he said. “You had to dig 
through agendas and 
meeting minutes county 
by county.”

As of March 2, only 
three counties, including 
Stearns County’s western 
neighbor, Pope County, 
have opted to stay with 
shotgun-only zones. In 
Wiechman’s following 
of meeting minutes, 
calls to county of ces 
and watching of meeting 
livestreams, he found 22 
counties will allow ri es, 
and the remaining coun-
ties, like Stearns County, 
still have a decision 
ahead.

A common theme he 
noticed was frustration 
among local of cials.

“A lot of com-
missioners don’t feel 
equipped to make this 
decision,” Wiechman 
said. “They feel like 
they’ve been pushed 
into the middle of their 
neighbors over something 
that probably should have 
been decided at the state 
level.”

For hunters who 
cross county lines each 
season, inconsistent rules 
can create confusion.

Sauk Centre Conser-
vation Club member and 
area hunter Andy Uphus 
said the divide sometimes 
feels arbitrary.

“I hunt both (shot-
gun-only) zone, just 
north of Sauk Centre, 
and I hunt with ri es by 
Wadena,” Uphus said. “I 
do both on basically the 
same landscape. So, to 
me, it’s just this imagi-
nary line that separates 
the ri e and the (shot-
gun-only) zones.”

Uphus has taught 
 rearm safety, and 
Wiechman has mentored 
youth hunters. 

They agreed ri es 
can make it easier to 
introduce new hunters to 
the sport. Shotguns often 
produce heavier recoil 
and are louder, which 
can make training youth 
hunters more dif cult 
and increase costs due to 
expensive ammunition.

Uphus said he feels 
as though no matter what 
the weapon being used 
is, the sport is safe. But 
he said nothing is ever 
certain, and, for him, the 
discussion boils down to 
basic safety.

“You follow the 
general rules of  rearm 
safety,” Uphus said. 
“Know your target and 
what is beyond it. It 
doesn’t matter what you 
are hunting with.”

The upcoming public 
hearing, Notch said, is 
intended to gather com-
munity feedback before a 
 nal vote in early May.

Notch said he en-
courages those in favor or 
opposed to a ri e zone in 
Stearns County to submit 
a letter either as a collec-
tive group or a township 
as a whole to share their 
feelings on the matter. 
Doing so will ensure as 
many opinions are con-
sidered as possible.

“You just hope that 
people understand why 
the decision was made,” 
Notch said.

As counties across 
Minnesota reach differ-
ent conclusions, Stearns 
County hunters can be 
assured they have a voice 
as the process continues, 
he said. 

Deer hunting debate
County commissioners weigh rifl e or shotgun zone
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