
The Call 

Congregational Meeting  will be held after     

worship service on December 14th 

Christmas Cantata, Sunday December 7th 



Congregational Concerns 

Family of Betty Roberts  Family of Wilma Frazier       Joe Parrish           Sharon Martin       Patty Soukup           

Jo Gardner Bill St. Gemme   Everett Deeds      Gary Wright    Charles Marshall      Frank Dodd        Doris 

Thornton       Cal Wise   Maryann Wakefield Gary Morris   Darrell Copeland  

Fred & Norma Spence     Larry Graham    Greg Walton  Richard Lee     Winnie Young        Howard & Lynda McCoy      

Patty Thurman       Rhonda Stewart      Lucas Lynch       Jim & Elaine Spradlin       Dan Hicks          Pat Dodd       Steve 

Vestal       Jean Hagerman        Don Nix               William Francis      Shirley Potter          Evelyn Looney      Paul Martin       

James Willingham       Rachael Carter, Granddaughter of Kay Corder Robert & Beth Taylor      Karen Sunderwirth         

Zach D., Friend of Jayden W.       Gloria Brown and family       Pam Smith, friend of Carolyn Condict   

Tammy Larimore, friend of Carol Pyles      Joyce Prince, sister of Wilma Frazier    

(Please notify the office when a concern can be removed)  

FINANCIALS &  

ATTENDANCE 
 

11/23/2025 

General Fund 

Contributions: $6,003.90 

Online Giving: $925 

Attendance: 80 

Online service views: 295* 

11/30/20025 

General Fund 

Contributions: $1,163.00 

Online Giving: $425.00 

Attendance: 66 

Online service views: 260* 
 

*Facebook and YouTube 

views as of 11/17/2025 

 Livestream our Sunday morning   

service—starting at 9:30—at 

www.centralchristianspringfield.org. 

Connect with us on social media: 

  December 7 December 14 December 21 

Elders 
Sharon Lowry 

Carolyn Deeds 

Greg Walton 

Jan Richerson 

Carolyn Deeds 

 

Deacon Team Leader Patsy Tipton Bill Fischer Everett French 

Invocation and                    

Offering 
Ray Lowry Ginger Williamson Jennifer Ewert 

Communion &                    

Fellowship Prep. 

Jim & Marilyn 

Ferguson 

Darrell & Linda 

Zweerink 

Everett & Carolyn 

Deeds 

Usher Kay Corder Christine Peter Ginger Williamson 

Greeter Bob Palmer Jan Peter  

    



We embrace in Christian sympathy the family of  
 

Elizabeth “Betty” Roberts 
 

who passed away on November 23, 2025 

Betty Roberts was a long-time member of 

Central Christian and a dedicated member 

who worked with the children of our church 

and our neighborhood through our Culture 

Club Program. 

She was a wonderful child of God who loved 

all the children of God.  She will be missed. 

We welcome Grady and Leslie Musser  

to the Central Christian Family.   

Grady and Leslie joined the church on Sunday,  

November 30, 2025.  Grady re-affirmed his membership with Central 

and Leslie transferred her membership to Central. Please welcome 

Grady and Leslie, and let them know how happy we are to have them 

as a part of our community. 

In our Community 

In Our Prayers 



Moving Forward 
What Does the Future Hold for Central Christian Church? 

 

During the month of November, a group of members has been 

meeting to consider the future of our church.   Including long-term 

members and a few newer members, the group spent many hours to-

gether discussing the state of our church, including our mission and 

ministries.  One central conclusion became clear:  we cherish this 

church and want to make sure it continues in the future as we remain 

true to our core identity as a loving church, involved in the community 

and worshiping together in a traditional service with traditional mu-

sic.  As part of this future vision of the church, the group considered 

whether the church should pursue a future growth campaign and how 

our church should proceed if a campaign was approved by the congrega-

tion.   

After the congregational meeting on December 14, the Futures 

Group will be introduced to the church, and they will provide a handout 

of their findings and recommendations to the congregation for consider-

ation through the holiday season.  The Futures Group will be available 

to hold discussion sessions in January so that the congregation will 

have ample time to review, contribute to, and approve a Future Cam-

paign, ideally by the end of January.   

Even if our faith is as small as a mustard seed, Jesus tells us we 

can move mountains.  Do you have faith our future church will continue 

to meet its mission to “Love God and live the gospels through worship, 

fellowship, and service inside and outside the walls?”   The future is 

coming.  Let’s work together to ensure Central Christian Church is 

ready.   

 

 

(Continued on next page) 



Moving Forward 
(continued from previous page.) 
 
The Futures Committee has assembled over the last month, conducting three meetings and 
a building discussion with Ray West and Ken Hillen.   Participants included Greg Walton,   
Luther Young, Jan Richerson, Jim Ferguson, Jennifer Ewert, Ray Lowry, Ryan Musser, 
Michelle Brown, and Grady Musser. 
  
2.  The committee discussed a) whether a future growth campaign should be considered and 
b) how the church should proceed if a growth campaign was approved by the congregation. 
  
3.  The committee endorses a future growth campaign, primarily to support the future       
sustainability of the church.  However, the committee also believes the congregation must 
have ample opportunity to review, contribute to, and approve a future growth campaign      
before it commences.  
  
Without some change to our present size, our future church will be constrained in its ability to 
meet our mission to “Love God and live the gospels through worship, fellowship, and service 
inside and outside the walls," especially with reoccurring costs to maintain our two old    
structures (1927 sanctuary and historic building; 1960 Educational Building).  

  
Recommend focusing a campaign on an aspirational vision of the future church, in which 
growth is just one element of our future campaign, as compared with merely focusing on 
growth.   

  
The committee believes that one compelling vision of the future is an improved version of 
Central Christian that remains true to our core identity as a loving church, involved in the 
community and worshiping together in a traditional service with traditional music.  Through 
deliberate growth, the future church could better meet our mission by growing our spiritual 
education offerings, delivering a larger community service impact, and providing expanded 
opportunities for social events.   
  
4.  If a growth campaign is approved, the committee recommends a deliberate growth      
strategy that includes both internal and external components. Internal improvements should 
be centered on preparing the church to minister and accommodate new members.  As the 
church makes those improvements, the church should also work externally to develop and 
launch thoughtful advertising/marketing initiatives to attract people that support our mission 
and want to help us build the church of the future. 
  
5.  Way Ahead Recommendations.  With Board approval, the committee recommends a 
church wide meeting to explain the findings and recommendations of the committee.  One 
opportunity would be after the church meeting planned for December to approve the 2026 
budget and board members.  By conducting this meeting as information and discussion only, 
the church could continue discussing the campaign through December and Janu-
ary.  Recommend targeting a mid- to late-January date for church wide approval, if           
congregational support is strong.  During this discussion period, recommend the Executive 
Board and Futures Committee work collaboratively to review specific ideas and initiatives 
(internal and external), prioritize them, and refine specific action plans.  Therefore, once the 
campaign is approved, the church will be ready to act.  



Sermon Title and Scriptures 

December 7, 2025 

Christmas Cantata 

“Light of Peace” 

Sermon Title and Scripture 

December 14, 2025 

Chrismon Service 

“The Child We Honor” 

For SUNday Morning 

December 14 

December 7 

Live Stream 
We have received word from Paragon 360 that there is only one piece of 

equipment that is still needing to be delivered.  We have planned to have the 

new equipment installation to begin during the second week of December.  

Hopefully this will mean that very soon we will be able to resume our Live 

Stream capabilities in the sanctuary for our worship services.  We thank you 

for all your patience. 



Celebrations!!! 
November 
11/2 – David Claborn, 

 Kylie Criger 

11/3 – Becki Kelley 

11/10 – Lynda McCoy 

11/14 – Crystal Lynch, 

11/17 – Jennifer Ewert 

11/18 – Ann Schultz 

11/20 – Patricia  

  Patterson 

 

 

11/23 – Tyler Habiger, 

 Karen Hicks,  

 Jason Lee 

11/25 – Pat Chapman 

11/26 – Carolyn Condict, 

 Nancy Morris 

11/29 – Jan Bass,  

 Arlene Spangler 

11/30 – Helen Gunther 

December 
12/7 – Rhonda Stewart 

12/11 – Mark Bowdidge 

12/12 – Luc Deeds, 

 Phoebe Hicks 

12/14 – Debbie Lee 

12/15 – Marilyn  

  Ferguson 

12/19 – Kenna Criger 

12/20 – Gwen Thomas 

12/21 – Joyce E. Moots 

 

 

 

12/24 – Kaylee Deeds 

12/27 – Beth Taylor 

12/28 – Lisa Ferguson, 

 Nancy Kays, 

 Marissa Monkres 

12/31 – Matthew Slack 



Specially prepared for: 

 

God’s Beloved Child 

Central Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

 

1475 N. Washington Ave. 
Springfield, MO  65802 

Sunday Mornings 

9:30 am Worship,  

in person and via our 

Livestream 

10:45 am Fellowship 

11:00 am Sunday 

School 

 

Ministry Team 

Bill Fischer, Board Moderator 

Rev. Geoff Weinman, Minister 

Hayden Vaughn, Church Administrator 

Marvin Murphree, Music Director 

Hayden Vaughn, Organist/Pianist 

Shirley Musser, Visitation Director 

Ken Hillen, Church Caretaker 
 

 

 

 

Office Phone: 417-869-7241 

E-mail: office@centralchristianspringfield.org 

Website: www.centralchristianspringfield.org 


