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Over 20 years of
countertop and customer
service experience.

We will walk you through the process
and answer any questions you have.
Our attention to detail, customer
service and reliability is what has people
coming back and referring their friends!

What our customers say:

Had a great experience with Fox Countertops! To start, their
designer made the selection process quick and easy. Her eye for
what we were looking for to match our vision was spot on. The install
process also went extremely well. We chose a quartz countertop
and after install the seams were barely noticeable - it turned out
beautifully! Highly recommend. - Jennifer G

Showrooms
inlA & NE!

Give us a call or stop by and
see what we can do for you!

www.foxcountertopsdsm.com Scan the

QR code for Fa

10052 Justin Drive Suite A, Urbandale | (515) 225-4346 your FREE I-'_;l:
11415 Centennial Rd, La Vista, NE | 531-466-2526 | @FOXCOUNTERTOPS QUOTE: [Ok:




PUBLISHER'S COLUMN

Not ready for the burn
pile quite yet

I inherited some old Adirondack chairs a few years ago. At the
time, I reasoned that with a light sanding and a new coat of paint,
these could be nice chairs. When my “light sanding” peeled off
heavy layers of paint, I knew I was in for more work than I had
planned. T persisted, though, using a power washer to take off the
large stuff and an orbital sander to smooth it out. After two coats
of oil-based primer, two coats of top paint, and many hours of

labor, my wife asked why I didn’t just buy new chairs. Fair question.

The answer was that this became a challenge I had to conquer. The amount of time or
money I was putting into the chairs quickly became irrelevant. I simply had to win.
While power-washing, sanding, priming and painting, I couldn’t help but think about
what these old chairs had been through, and I smiled as I thought how similar they are
to the human body.

Each layer of paint represents memories for someone. These are the experiences the
prior owners had, much like the clothes we choose to wear on our bodies. Sometimes
old and worn. Sometimes faded. Sometimes needing repaired. Sometimes needing
replaced. But we also sometimes hang on to them, often by needle and thread or with
a new accessory to make the old appear new again. Even so, each layer — each color

— represents a specific stage of life.

Underneath those layers of paint, I found a few damaged boards that needed repair —
broken bones, you might call them. Despite the fix, they are not quite the same. The
repaired pieces don't blend in with the others, but they do keep the old chairs usable,

at least for a while.

Securing these boards were a bunch of rusty screws — the joints of the chairs. At first,
they were shiny, new and sharp, made to hold the bones together. Over time, they
weakened, became discolored and even broke off. So, in a surgical DIY effort, I took a

few of the worst ones out, and I screwed in shiny, new, sharp ones again.

While putting in the new screws, I realized that some of the core wood was soft and
rotten, no longer able to do what it was intended to do. The shiny, new, sharp screws
couldn’t hold that mush together anymore. Repair was no longer an option. These

vital boards — the organs of my chairs — needed replaced immediately.

I did the work to these chairs a few years ago, and I am proud to say they are still
standing today. Sure, the paint is peeling in spots again, and a few more repairs are
needed, but they are usable. My wife says they need to be discarded, maybe even set
aflame. I am not ready to throw them in the burn pile just yet. Like most of us, with a

little TLC, they have a few more good years left in them.

Thanks for reading. l

SHANE GOODMAN

President and Publisher
}\y Big Green Umbrella Media
shane@dmcityview.com

515-953-4822, ext. 305

PATIO COVERS & AWNINGS
STORM & ENTRY DOORS
SUNROOMS
WINDOWS AND SIDING

The highest quality products,
customer satisfaction and
continuing confidence make lowa
Lumber & Construction a leader
in the home improvement industry.

SHOWROOM: Corner of 63rd and
Railroad Ave. in West Des Moines

www.iowalumberconstruction.com

515-255-1200

COVER: Jess and Jon Severson, with their dog, Rosie, enjoy the added
entertainment space their newly remodeled basement provides.
Photo by Jackie Wilson
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LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

ANY DESIGN
BOOKED BY 9/15/25
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PATIOS
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Service within 2 hours of Des Moines




2 BASEMENT REMODEL
Entertainment and bar area

Unfinished basement allows for customization.

AFTER
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The basement of Jess and Jon Severson includes a bar with a kegerator for their favorite craft beer. Photo by Jackie Wilson
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When Jess and Jon Severson moved into their Waukee home =
in 2022, the new home offered an unfinished basement. The

builder had only one basement option, which they declined.

“We thought we'd hold off on the basement and save for

something we really wanted,” Jon recalls.

The basement served as a place for storage until the couple
finally decided on what they wanted to do in the remodel.
They wanted the basement to include an entertainment area

with bar as well as room for storage.

The couple, who are craft beer fans, considered installing a
commercial bar. What they came up with instead was a kegerator
with two tappers. The back of the bar has open counterspace

for bar items or mixing cocktails. They added USB ports

underneath the bar for easy charging of devices. Décor includes

bar tappers, which they can add as they collect them.



RSERY

Complete selection of trees, shrubs, perennials,
edging, block, pavers and bulk materials including

5

different types of rock, mulch and soil.

Stop in to visit our experienced designers
and our helpful nursery staff.

LANDSCAPING

ANKENY, IA  965-1206

(515) 965-1206 - 1313 SW Ordnance Road, Ankeny
www.tntlandscaping.com

DELIVERY |

TNT AVAILABLE } ;-"r;:-f-_:;a_,.-
ON ALL PRODUCTS ‘..;"h}_

GRILLS
SMOKERS
FIREPITS

Plus accessories,
spices, rubs, sauces
and more!?

www.hawgevesbbq.com

21313 SW Ordnance Rd, Ankeny




Hardwood floors were installed instead of carpet.

BEFORE

“It’s easier to clean than carpet, especially when

you have a dog,” Jess says.

A dartboard, couch and large screen TV ensures
entertainment for their friends. The couple
watches Iowa State University sports. (They met
while attending ISU.) Storage areas round out

the basement.
The couple says the remodel was ideal.

“It was super easy and super quick. When you
do a remodel, you think it will take too long,”
Jon says. “We stayed on budget and on schedule.
We're lucky.”

Jess is happy they delayed the remodel.

“We got everything we wanted. We took time to
write down the features we wanted over the past

few years,” she says.

They’re happy for the new place to entertain

friends.

“The process was efficient and great,” Jon says. Bl Jess and Jon Severson waited two years before remodeling their basement, taking time to list out their must-haves.

! "POWERING

- DES MOINES METRO since 946

Our highly trained electricians are prepared to meet and exceed our
clients’ needs specializing in electrical design, sales, installations,
construction, maintenance and electrical repair services.

BAKE R SCAN TO SEE OUR EXTENSIVE LIST TO UPGRADE YOUR HOME!

ELECTRIC New Construction | Remodel | Service & Repair | Lighting and House Control | Generators
An EMCOR Company ~ BAKERELECTRIC.COM 515-288-6774




QUALITY
IN EVERY PROJECT

Reliable local general contractor for
residential and commercial projects

REMODELING

Kitchens, bathrooms, basements, exteriors, roofing &
siding, flooring and more

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Custom home building, garage & outbuilding construction,
deck & patio additions, major home additions

MAINTENANCE

Apartment maintenance, multi-family homes, roof maintenance,
painting & finishing, electrical & plumbing, inspection services and more

Francisco and his team are excellent to work with. They are very nice,
communicate well, do good work, and are dependable. They are honest and fair.
You can'’t ask for a better contractor -- especially in today’s market. - Matt K.

r?u- (1% sax-nner

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES 1905 NE o8th Ave Ste 202, Des Molines

§ + Google
’ A OGuaranteed
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% LIVING ROOM AND KITCHEN
Remodeling with a budget in mind

Modern décor gives new look to living room and kitchen.

(Editor’s note: The following is about the
author, Joe Baumgarten, and his wife,
Cheryl's, remodeling experiences.)

Cheryl Baumgarten would describe

her design style as “modern, but on

a budget.” Since the Baumgartens
moved into their Urbandale home
in 2021, they have followed that
model to make some significant

improvements.

“The kitchen was mostly as we
wanted: granite countertops,
white cabinets, a large island,
backsplashing, etc. It was the walls
and the floors that desperately
needed help,” Joe says.

“The upstairs had solid wood
flooring, but it was a very dark
brown and had been damaged by
the prior resident’s dog,” Cheryl

explains.

She chose a lighter tan manufactured
wood that now covers every room on
the main floor except for the laundry

and bathrooms.

“It lightens up the living space,
giving it the appearance of being

much larger,” Joe adds.

The entire basement was covered
with an outdated and worn carpet
that was replaced by tan-colored LVP

flooring.

“It has a much cleaner look and
helps keep our allergies from flaring,”

Joe says.

One of their favorite rooms in the
house is the three-sided sunroom
with a see-through fireplace. In
addition to the new paint and floors,

blinds and new marble tile around

the fireplace were added to the room.

With an eye for design, Cheryl Baumgarten enjoys changing the décor of her home while keeping an eye on the budget.
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When Joe and Cheryl Baumgarten moved into their home, the walls were a “contractor beige.” Cheryl chose a medium gray for most of the rooms, and the couple installed a lighter
flooring to brighten the space.

At Renomads, we don't just manage projects—we build them. Unlike 96% of
companies in Des Moines that rely on subcontractors, we are one of the only true
building companies in the area. Every project is completed by our own trusted
employees, ensuring consistent quality, reliability, and accountability.

Licensed Electricians — More than handymen, we're fully licensed professionals.

No Subcontractors — Our trusted, full-time team—never unknown hires.

Trust & Security - We know every worker entering your home.
Fully Insured — Workers’ comp covers our team, protecting you.

Quality & Reliability - Top craftsmanship and scheduling.
CHOOSE RENOMADS, THE COMPANY THAT BUILDS WITH INTEGRITY.

All your home building needs in one place : remodeling, additions, kitchens, basements, roofs, painting.
Before

aE N o M AD S Schedule your
8 Torch consultation today!

515-979-9444 - renomads.com &

2023 WINNER




“Every single room in the house was
painted the same ‘contractor beige’; it was
so dull,” Cheryl says. “I chose a medium
gray for most of the rooms. Fortunately,
Joe was able to repaint all three bathrooms
and three of the bedrooms himself. He
did a great job, and that saved us a good

amount of money.”

The savings were used to hire professionals
to paint the kitchen, living room, master

bedroom, stairwell and family room.

“All of those rooms connected and had too
much height and too much trim for me to

tackle,” Joe says.

Another major enhancement was replacing
every light fixture. Darker-colored ceiling
fans and ceiling lights were replaced by
brighter, more modern versions featuring

glass and silver colors. l

THRAShER

FOUNDATION REPAIR

’ Wet Basements
Foundation Craqgks
Sinking Concrete
Nasty Craw| Spaces

800-827-0702
GoThrasher.com V S

Ge

800-827-0702 | GoThrasher.com

Take care of your forever
home with Thrasher

For nearly 50 years, Thrasher has been the
Midwest trusted expert in protecting homes
with long-lasting reliable solutions.

YOUR EXPERTS IN:

" Foundation repair

50% OFF
LABOR

MENTION CODE: FIXIT50

/ Basement waterproofing
/' Concrete repair

’ Crawl space repair

7 Gutter solutions

Limited time offer. Applies to new contracts. Discount excludes the
cost of materials. Other conditions may apply.

THRAShER




% | ReStore.

Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity

| i
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your donations help us build homes!

While updating your home, remember to donate any leftover building
materials to the Habitat for Humanity ReStore. ltems are resold to the public,
helping others improve their homes, and the proceeds support Habitat for
Humanity's mission to build homes, communities, and hope.

00 ¢

cabinets tools appliances furniture lighting

doorsi windows plumbing paint & more!
fixtures

F R E E P I c KU P » ‘_ | learn more at
for quallfylng donations = L\ o -dmrestore.org




By Ashley Rullestad

2 PRIMARY BATHROOM

Crazy to chic

Pruisners start from scratch with master bathroom.

When the Pruisners purchased their Ankeny
home nine years ago, they knew it would
need to be completely remodeled and

updated.

“The entire house was like crazy colors —
yellow, greens,” Michele Pruisner says. “We
have spent the last nine years doing that.
Everything in the house, including the
exterior, has been updated and changed,

including a massive landscaping project.”

One of the highlights for the couple is the

new master bathroom.

“The bathroom was all my vision,” Pruisner

says. “I absolutely love interior/exterior
design and was so excited to do this project.
I knew we were starting from scratch, as we
demolished it down to the studs, so I had

free range on the design.”

She wanted to have a wet room, which kept
the shower and tub separate, and the rest
just kind of fell into place. She decided on a
modern farmhouse style and chose neutral
grays for the space. The floors are tile, and
the shower walls are marble. White bowl

sinks and gray cabinets complete the look.

The Pruisners purchased everything prior to

construction starting, so the overall project

went smoothly.

They most recently finished adding a
covered front porch and additional backyard
landscaping.

Pruisner advises folks to be prepared for
the ups and downs that come with any

construction project.

“Sometimes it works out exactly as planned,
and sometimes you have to make quick
changes to the plan to make it all work out,”
she says. “But, overall, it’s so worth it in the

end.” H

Planning Your Next Move?

Whether you're moving across town or across the
country, we shoulder the hard work and worries
so you can focus on more important things.

FREE,
NO-OBLIGATION
ESTIMATES

FURNITURE MOVING
BOXES & SUPPLIES

- CLIMATE-CONTROLLED STORAGE
PACKING SERVICES

LOCALAND LONG DISTANCE

S N
SPINE « MOVING
W

“Movers on a Mission.”

info@spinemoving.com
spinemoving.com
FAMILY/VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS



The Pruisners’ new master bath features a wet room with showers and tub closed off from
the rest of the room.

Towa’s Most Trusted

HEATING - COOLING - PLUMBING
INDOOR RIR QUALITY - SEWERS & DRAINS

ELECTRICAL - GENERATORS

Local Expertise for 75 Years

Industry-Leading Guarantees
24/7 Emergency Service

From repairs to installations,
we’ve got you covered.

e 8 8 8 B B B B B B _ B B B B B _§N_§ § § N | -~

Sal OFF

REPAIRS FOR NEW CUSTOMERS

*For a limited time. Cannot be combined with other
offers. Some restrictions may apply. Call for more details.

—_-------_-------_---'

,—----\
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Call Schaal Ya'all! 515-384-0881

5670 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston, IA 50131



, OUTDOOR PAT'O By Jackie Wilson
Patio turned into a haven

Enjoying the outdoors rain or shine

It's
5 o’clock
somewhere!

Kenneth Janning & SO"S, Inc. Michelle Bowden moved to Waukee in 1996 and to her current home in 2006.

EPOXY
FLOORING

EXPAND YOUR
LIVING SPACE Q

SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE! B “shelves” offer extra space to put items.

Garages, Machine Sheds, Offices, Kitchens and more “If T have a party, people can put drinks on them,” she explains. “I can put my stereo
712.792.6416 | kjanningflooring@gmail.com | 18132 Highway 71 North, Carroll

Her home was ideal, yet the patio was just a concrete slab. She enjoyed sitting outside
for many years but wanted to sit in the open air in all types of weather, regardless of

rain or intense sun.

She scoured the internet for ideas and inspiration and hired a contractor to make
her vision a reality. Today, a covered patio includes a roof with a pillar at each corner.

The stone pillars lend to the design of the patio. Bowden says she likes how the pillar

on one of them.”



BEFORE B

Michelle Bowden'’s space in her patio

Décor includes a high-top patio table, along with other seating arrangements. A TV
mounted on the side of the home and an outdoor cooler offer easy entertaining. A
ceiling fan provides a cool breeze. Now, she and friends don't have to head indoors

when rain pops up.
“Wee still sat outside,” she says. “I couldn’t have done that if I didn’t have this patio.”

The patio blends with her above-ground pool for summertime enjoyment. A beach
theme through the patio is evident in various décor, as she enjoys visiting Florida and

Costa Rica. Memorabilia from the tropical spots often makes its way to her patio.

Rounding out the rest of her outdoor space are flowerpots, lawn decorations, metal

Transparent Pricing
Quality Materials

Professional Installs

halcyoniowa.com
641-840-2241

connor@halcyoniowa.com

GET YOUR Serving Central

lowa and the Greater

., QUOTE To DAY! Des Moines Metro Area

LIMITED TIME OFFER
20% OFF WINDOWS

20% OFF DOORS
20% OFF INSTALLATION

plies 18 MONTHS NO MONEY DOWN,
NO PAYMENTS, & NO INTEREST

RENEWAL
byANDERSEN



signs and a favorite Adirondak chair with various

beach scenes painted by a friend.

She likes the privacy created by trees and shrubs.

When she moved in, reblooming lilac bushes were

small to start with. Now they create a natural fence.

“I had no idea they would get so huge,” she reflects.

“It ended up a good thing. It’s nice for privacy.

People can’t see in the back.”

Her backyard also features tall trees. Beyond the
trees and her grassy property is a walking and bike

trail.

“Lots of times, [ sit outside and watch people walk

on the path. I love my huge backyard.”

Making a life in Des Moines?

Dupaco Credit Union is here to help your money keep up!

You've probably got a lot going on. Whether you're saving for the future,
borrowing for a dream or just trying to stay on top of things,
we're a financial cooperative that aims to help make the money part a little easier.
Less stress. More confidence. Real people you can talk to.

Join today at dupaco.com/join or visit one of our branches at
1090 E. Hickman Rd., Waukee or 1701 E. 1st St., Grimes

g ! : g ‘L’/J[l]//' UNION
Federally insured by NCUA.

She recently attended a class reunion, and, during
conversations, one of her classmates posed a question

to the group, asking, “What brings you joy?”
Bowden responded quickly.

“My patio. I love my flowers, my pool,” she reflects.
“It brings me joy to sit outside in nature on my patio

looking at my flowers.” ll




7 DRIVEWAY AND GARAGE FLOOR oy seanDenler

When one project leads to another

Driveway repair spurs new garage floor.

Starting a home improvement project can
often lead to additional work, whether it

turns out to be a larger undertaking than

anticipated or sparks a desire to do even

more. Such was the case for Char Robinson.

“I started actually with my driveway
because it was all cracked. It was uneven,”
she says. “I do my own snow blowing in

the wintertime, and when you have that
unevenness, all that cracked cement, it’s
really hard to use a snow blower. I can’t even
have anybody come and push the snow
because they would just really make a mess

of the concrete.”

Robinson says she was surprised by how

excited she gets about her new concrete.

“I don’t know how anybody could get
excited about concrete,” she says. “But I
can’t tell you how many compliments I get
on my driveway. Its silly, I mean, but it

looks fabulous.”

It took Robinson awhile to decide to
undertake the expense of fixing the

driveway.

“I was super annoyed with the driveway for
a long time, but I just felt like the expense
would be too much,” she says. “But then

I just finally decided it was so hard in the
wintertime for me to do the snow myself.
Now I feel like this winter I'm kind of

looking forward to seeing how this works.”

Robinson says another benefit of the new
driveway is its curb appeal. She says the

house looks newer because of it.

“That’s what you should hopefully hear is
that people are a little jealous of what you
have because you made the right decision,”
she says. “I just seriously never thought who
would care about that, but it does make a

difference.”

After improving her driveway, Robinson

realized it was time to improve another part

Char Robinson had her crumbling driveway taken out and new concrete poured to make it easier to clear snow and to improve
the curb appeal of her home. She followed that up with having a new garage floor put in that makes the area feel like an
extension of the home’s interior.

of her house.



“I started with the driveway and then my garage
floor just looked terrible. It was all pitted from
salt or that brine they use on the roads in the

wintertime,” she says.

Like the new driveway, Char says the new garage

floor makes her home feel newer.

“I love the garage floor just because it looks
awesome, and it’s part of the house. So, when I'm
in it, it looks like another room extension,” she
says, adding, “I painted all the walls, so it’s really
clean and nice and light, and it doesn’t look like
a garage. ’'m kind of a neat freak, so everything’s

got its place now, so, it looks good.”

Robinson has a few tips about what one can do

when going down their home improvement path.

“I just say get reccommendations and get several
bids because there’s quite a difference in price
on some of these things,” she says, “I would
definitely shop around. Take your time. I know
it’s kind of a pain, but it’s worth your time to

shop around and also get recommendations from

friends or family.” ll
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