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Each year on March 29, National Vietnam War Veterans Day stands as a solemn reminder of the sacrifices,
courage, and resilience of those who served during one of the most challenging periods in U.S. military history.
This year, the nation gathered once again at the iconic Vietnam Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C., to
pay tribute to the more than 2.7 million American men and women who served during the Vietham War.
(Source: Veterans Guide)

Why National Vietnam War Veterans Day Matters

Vietnam veterans often returned home to a country divided by the war. Unlike previous generations, many did
not receive the warm welcome or public recognition they deserved. National Vietham War Veterans Day,
established by the Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act of 2017, seeks to correct this historical oversight and
ensure that these veterans receive the honor they have long been owed.

For many veterans, recognition from their nation is more than symbolic—it can be a vital part of the healing
process, helping them process past experiences and reaffirming the value of their service.

History of Vietnam Veterans Day (Source: Military.com)

Vietnam Veterans Day was officially designated as a National Day of Recognition in 2017, ensuring that those
who served receive the honor and appreciation they deserve. Across the country, communities commemorate
this day with ceremonies, educational events, and moments of reflection, acknowledging the sacrifices made
by Vietnam veterans and the lasting impact of their service.



From the Desk of your Post Commander:

Dear American Legion Family,

I hope all is well with you and your families, and | welcome you to the Spring season. As of the morning of March 20,
2026, we officially entered spring. As the sun shines a little longer and flowers begin to bloom, we are reminded that this
season brings new life and constant change. For service members transitioning from military to civilian life, and for our
Legion Family who support us and uphold the Four Pillars of the American Legion, this season offers an opportunity to
embrace change, work together, renew our sense of hope, and continue the journey toward healing.

The American Legion celebrated its birthday on March 15, commemorating its founding in Paris from March 15-17, 1919,
by members of the American Expeditionary Force. This year, we proudly salute 107 years of service and impact.

We also celebrate Women'’s History Month (March 1-31), honoring the countless women who have made—and continue
to make—monumental contributions to our nation and the world. Women’s History Month was officially recognized in
1987 when Congress expanded National Women’s History Week (established in 1982) into a month-long observance.
Women across all fields continue to shape our future in meaningful and lasting ways.

Congratulations to Rich Barb and Anthony Hinnant on their election at our March membership meeting to fill the vacant
2026 membership year positions of 3rd Vice Commander and Judge Advocate. We also finalized our Post Convention
Delegate list for the Department of Maryland Annual Convention in Ocean City, Maryland, scheduled for July 14-17, 2026.

We are making steady progress toward our Department of Maryland membership goal, currently at 92.5% as of the March
20, 2026 report. That leaves us just 7.5%—or 94 members—short of reaching 100% and going “Green.” Maintaining
strong membership is essential. If you have not yet renewed, please consider doing so. Our Membership Team will soon
begin a team outreach effort, as we do each year, to strengthen retention. Please continue making Buddy Check calls—
sometimes a simple hello can make a meaningful difference.

As always, | invite you to visit our Post website for updates, events, and important information:
https://americanlegionpost259.org

Looking ahead, final nominations for the 2026-2027 membership year will take place during our April meeting. We will
also host a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on April 19, 2026, from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM at the Post to honor our
dedicated volunteers. April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month, a time to recognize the profound impact of
volunteer service. Clinton Post 259 deeply values and appreciates all who give their time and energy in support of our
mission. The Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon is certainly an excellent way to demonstrate our sincere appreciation to
our volunteers.

The motto | have embraced this membership year is “One Team Together” (OTT)—a reminder that our collective strength
lies in unity, service, and commitment to one another.

Thank you for all that you do and please continue to stay safe.



Always For God and Country!

Respectfully,
Sylvester E. Jones Sr.
Commander

Clinton Post 259

One Team Together (OTT)

Clinton Post 259 celebrated Commander Sylvester Jones St. a HAPPY BIRTHDAY
with continued leadership for the Post. Commander, may your year bring all you wish
for come true.




EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS (2025 - 2026)

Commander

Sylvester E. Jones Sr.

1%*Vice Commander

Cynthia Carlisle

2"Vice Commander

Darryl Pegram

3"Vice Commander

Rich Barb

Adjutant

Glenda Sturdivant

Assistant Adjutant

Linda Foreman

Judge Advocate

Anthony Hinnant

Service Officer

Bradie Frink

Finance Officer

Orlando Nesbit

Assistant Finance Officer

Keena Carter

Historian

Linda Poulson

Chaplain

Otis Wilson

Sergeant-At-Arms

Kenneth Weathers

Members-At-Large

Marie VanNess, Dornita Brown

Mark Collins, Shantay Ammons
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Auxiliary Officers

Legion Rider Officers

S.A.L. Officers

President: Parnice Green

Director: Darryl Fielder

Commander: David L. Hutchinson

1% Vice President: LaTia Jones

Asst. Director: Gary Head

1%tVice: Darryl Pegram

2nd Vice President: Loretta Nixon

Secretary: Phyllis Jordan-Headd

2"Vice: Kenny Hendrix

Treasurer: Athena Hemphill

Treasurer: Murray Hall

Finance Officer: Lou Montgomery

Secretary: Tyshena Martin-Mogal

Chaplain: Gwen Murphy

Sgt At Arms: Darrell Bridges

Sgt At Arm: Kathy Davis

Sgt. At Arms: Trevor Benjamin

Adjutant: Dave Desmaris.

Chaplain: Venesee Chapman

Quartermaster: Arthur A.R. Bradley

Historian: David Hutchinson

Historian: Mary Mongal

Road Captain: Kenneth Trass

Chaplain: Gary “GJ” Shafer

Members At Large
Rosemarie Roberts
Donna Queen

Angie “Shay” Klusmann

Safety Officer: Phyllis Jordan-Headd




Message from 2" Vice Commander Darryl Pegram

Bingo

1t and 3" Friday of the month. Doors open at 6:00pm
Kitchen opens for food sale {Volunteers needed}

Karaoke

PRESENTS

KARAOKE
NIGHT

2" and 4" Fridays of the month 7pm — 11pm; Kitchen opens for sale

Shrimp Night

Every Wednesday (Boiled Shrimp, Fried Shrimp baskets, Fried Fish Baskets Coleslaw, Hush-puppies
and Fries) (Volunteers needed} 6:00-7:30pm

Thursday Night Theme Meals

SAL Pizza night, 1% Thursday of the month
Legion Riders Fried Chicken Wings and Sausages,

Auxiliary: Pork Chops with sides 4" Thursday of the month



Message from Chaplain Dr. Otis Wilson

American Legion
Clinton Post 259

Greetings, Commander and Post 259 Family!

Centering Scripture: Esther 4:14 KIV

For if thou alfogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there
enlargement and deliverance arise fo the Jews from another place; but
thou and thy father's house shall be destroved: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

#...And who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

I can only imagine what Lt Col Theodore Roosevelt Ir. and a group of U.S.
Military officers from the American Expeditionary Forces (AEF) were facing in Paris, France
during World War 1. They were championing the need for a veterans’ organization to boost
morale among troops awaiting transport home and to create a lasting organization for American
veterans. The eldest son of the 26th U.S. President and Commander in Chief was adamant about
forming an organization of veterans of the war. On March 15-17, 1919 our beloved veterans
organization was chartered by Congress as a patriotic veterans organization. And after 107
years, we are still practicing our four foundational pillars of service: Veterans Affairs, National
Security, Americanism, Children & Youth. Happy Birthday, American Legion.

Roosevelt, Jr. and the several founding officers epitomizes Esther’s courageous
act to serve a purpose and calling higher than one’s self. Moreover, God orchestrates
circumstances and situations to place us where we can fulfill God’s purposes. As we continue to
commit ourselves to this important work in the veterans’ community, what has God called you to
do? Faith without works is still dead. Be the One.

American Legion Preamble Explained — To Promote Peace and Good Will on Earth

Until all the world becomes a good neighborhood, I egionnaires must continue the effort to
promote peace and good will on earth. It is in pursuance of this founding ideal that The
American Legion has supported from the beginning and seek to strengthen the United Nations
organization. Obliquely, The American Legion also contributes to this ideal by firmly supporting
a strong national defense to discourage breaking of the peace by aggressor.

The complete American Legion Preamble and its interpretation is located at Preamble to the
Constitution | The American Legion.

Something to Ponder -
Each day presents an opportunity to Be the One who brings calm where there is tension,
hope where there is discouragement and goodwill where there may be misunderstanding.

Let us ask ourselves: How can I be a messenger of peace and goodwill in my family, my Post,
and my community?

Chaplain’s Monthly Report
Page 1 of 2



American Legion
Clinton Post 259

One Team Together - B.E.T.T.E.R. T.0.G.E.T.H.ER.
By Exemplifying Timeless Truths Exercising Responsibility
The Opportunity Granted Everyone To Help Each Reach
Please keep all Legionnaires lifted in your daily prayers to the Deity.
Make a GREAT day!
For God and Country.

Rev. Dr. Otis D. Wilson, Sr.
Department Chaplain

Chaplain’s Monthly Report
Page 2 of 2



Message from Nominating Committee Chair Marvin Tisdale

CLINTON POST 259
SELF-NOMINATION FORM FOR ELECTED POSITIONS
Nominations for Post-Elected Positions

If you are interested in running for office, please complete the self-nomination form below
and email your intentions to post259elections@gmail.com. The Nominating Committee is
chaired by Marvin Tisdale, with members Valerie Jenkins and Willie Evans.

Nominations will close at the April general membership meeting, and elections will be held on
the May general membership meeting day.

1. In accordance with Post Standing Rules 7A, the following are the elected positions for
Clinton Post 259:

Commander 1st Vice Commander 2nd Vice Commander

3rd Vice Commander Judge Advocate Adjutant

Finance Officer Historian Sergeant-at-Arms Chaplain
Executive Committee Member-At-Large (4) Disciplinary Review Committee (7)

Department Executive Committee (2)

2. Your Name:

3. Identify the office for which you are seeking:

4. Email the completed form to post259elections @ gmail.com no later than April 15, 2026.

5. Questions concerning the nomination process can also be emailed to
post259elections @ gmail.com.

6. Nominations will close at the April general membership meeting, and elections will be held
on the May general membership meeting day. (scheduled for May 25, 2026)

10



Message from Member-At-Large Dornita Brown

American Legion Clinton Post 259 — 2026 Scholarship Program

The American Legion Clinton Post 259 is proud to announce the upcoming opening of its 2026
Scholarship Program, an initiative dedicated to honoring service while investing in the academic
futures of graduating high school seniors.

This scholarship program recognizes academic achievement, leadership, and community service,
supporting students as they pursue higher education. Eligible applicants include graduating seniors
from Surrattsville, Crossland, Gwynn Park, Friendly High School, Grace Brethren Christian School, or
graduating seniors who are descendants of an active or deceased member of Clinton Post 259.

ﬁ Applications will open February 16, 2026.

ﬁ? Additional application submission details will be released prior to the opening date.

Through this program, Clinton Post 259 continues its commitment to empowering future leaders and
strengthening our community through education.

For additional information, please contact:

Niecey Brown, Scholarship Chair

Q, 619-942-9405 | B retirednavygirl@yahoo.com

Valerie Jenkins, Scholarship Co-Chair

Q5 (240) 472-1387 | B polkchief@aol.com

Rosalind Wright, Scholarship Co-Chair

Q, 240-305-0575 | rwrightppa@aol.com

Honoring Service. Investing in Education. Building Future Leaders.

11



Please let me know if you have any questions or need further guidance.

Have a blessed Day!

It is my optimistic attitude that tells me, yes, one person can make an impact but as a team we can
make a greater impact. Dornita

3 Attachments

AMERICAN LEGION
——— CLINTON POST 259 ——

AMERICAN LEGION

CLINTON POST 259
W

2026 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

*. SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS ‘< =: b Jpslesp

. OPENING -

BRUARY 16, 2026 -3

Scholarship
* Up tofiv

* $1,000 each
» $5,000 total awards

Applications Open: February 16, 2026
& Deadiine to Apply: April 17, 2026
Additional application submission details will follow
Scholarship Contacts; ——
Niecey Brown, Scholarship Chair
619-942-9405  retirednavygiri@yahoo. com
Valerie Jenkins, Scholarshp Co-Chair
(240) 472-1387 « polkchicf@aol com

AMERICAN LEGION

CLINTON POST 259
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Message from Auxiliary President Parnice Green

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY CLINTON UNIT 259
SERVING VETERANS, MILITARY FAMILIES, AND OUR COMMUNITY

==AMERICAN

LEGION

AUXILIARY

MARCH NEWSLETTER
Follow us on social media

Facebook: American Legion Auxiliary Clinton Unit 259
Instagram: @ ala_clinton_unit259
Help us reach our goal of 1K followers

In recognition of Women'’s History Month, we proudly celebrate the incredible women of American Legion Post 259
and American Legion Auxiliary Clinton Unit 259. These women embody strength, compassion, and a commitment to
service above self though supporting veterans, military families and leading meaningful community initiatives. Our
Auxiliary extends sincere appreciation to everyone who supported the cleanup at Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery this
helped preserve a sacred space in honor of our heroes. The Washington, D.C. VA Medical Center will host a Baby
Shower for Veteran Families, and we are collecting donations to support these families a box is located inside
American Legion Post 259. Your continued generosity is greatly appreciated.

Through the collective efforts of the American Legion Post and Auxiliary of 259, the Southern Maryland Women’s
Veterans Committee and the Silver Hill Lions Club, the Community Closet at District 5 Police Station has made a
meaningful impact across the Prince George's County community. We are honored to extend that impact through our
collaboration with the Oxon Hill Food Pantry, where the Community Closet was on site assisting families in need with
toiletries, essential items, and clothing as they received their groceries.

Our newest community service partnership is with Antioch Baptist Church in Clinton, B~ W
Maryland. Through this collaboration, Auxiliary members have been on site assisting e
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with the distribution of food and groceries to families, helping ensure that everyone who
visits the church’s food pantry is met with care, dignity and support.

The food pantry is led by one of our very own American Legion Auxiliary Unit 259
members, Ms. Cindy Lucas, who continues to keep the Auxiliary informed and engaged
with the pantry’s ongoing community outreach initiatives.

We invite you to come out and support the upcoming events:

Thursday, April 9" at 5:30pm — ALA 259 Pork Chop Night

Saturday, April 11" at 5:30pm — Hand Dance Social

Monday, April 13" at 6:30pm — ALA 259 Auxiliary Meeting

Saturday, April 25" at 12:00pm — Community Day with AL Post 259
Sunday, April 26" at 12:00pm - District 6 Auxiliary Meeting at Post 82

Auxiliary Officers 2025-2026

President - Parnice Green

1* Vice President - LaTia Jones

2™ Vice President - Loretta Malloy-Nixon
Treasurer - Athena Hemphill

Secretary - Tyshena Mongal

Chaplain - Ven Chapman

Sargent At Arms - Kathy Davis

Member At Large - RoseMarie Roberts, Donna Queen and Antjea Klusmann
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= % Supporting Our Veterans & Their Families # Q

WASHINGTON DC VA MEDICAL CENTER

. BABY SHOWER
*./ DONATION DRIVE

Haosted by -_ -
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY —
CLINTON UNIT 259

The Wisshisgon DC VA Medical
Fanilies on May 2, 2

et 2 By, Shomer for 3040 Veteran
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Colloction Box Location:
AMESICAN LEGION POST 299 « Clintun, Mary bt
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Message from Oratorical Chair Valerie Barnes

The American Legion Oratorical Contest provides students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of
the U.S. Constitution while developing public speaking skills. We appreciate your support and look forward to
your attendance.

Unfortunately, a call came early morning on February 28, 2026 with an announcement from Commander
Sylvester Jones that the contest was cancelled due to withdrawal from the students. The contest time was to
begin at 9 a.m.

Thank you for your continued dedication and willingness to support our programs including the Oratorical.
Although we did not have participants this year, your readiness to help was truly appreciated; your time and
commitment reflect the spirit of One Team Together, always making a difference.

The American Legion Oratorical Contest SEQUENCE OF EVENTS
exists to develop desper knovwledge and appreciation
for the U.S. Constitution among high school Wcla_-:wh
students. Since 1938, the program has presented par- O'm'm i’:m
ticipants with an academic speaking challenge that roocation
teaches important leadership qualities, the his-tory Pledge of Allegiance
of our mation's Laws, the abiity to think and spesk Commander
clearly, and an understanding of the duties, respon- Mistress 0/0"'"'“)'
sibiltics, rights and privileges of American citisen- Prepared Orations
ship. Assigned Topic Discourse
. i et e Ameicen LegonPos 39
politicians and prominent over the years. A ":N e R Myl
High school orators earn some of the most generous x:xdn‘-nkm::"
9 achonl Benediction
students. Over 303,500 in scholarships can be Closing Remarks Commander
ewarded each year, The overall national contest i s
winner receives a 825,000 scholarship. Syloester
gz Piscataway Road
Clinton, Maryland 20735
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The 2026 Oratorical Committee Team
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Darryl Fielder, Director, American Legion Riders Chapter 259
American Legion Riders
The American Legion Riders was started by Garden City, Michigan American Legion Post 396 in 1993.

It began with two Legionnaires/riders who wanted an environment where Legion family members could come
together to share a common love for motorcycles. It has grown to over 125,000 Legion Riders worldwide.

Who are the American Legion Riders? We are a national program under The American Legion. The purpose of
the American Legion Riders is to use our common interest and association to promote the aims and purposes
of The American Legion as well as the promotion of motorcycle safety and awareness. Each legion riders’
group/chapter must be supported by a Post. The American Legion Clinton Post 259 is our
sponsoring/supporting Post. American Legion Riders Chapter 259 started in 2011.

Who can join the American Legion Riders Chapter 259? Anyone that is a current member and in good
standing with The American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of The American Legion. There is one
major requirement, you must have a motorcycle, and you must be a legally registered motorcycle owner or be
the legally registered owner's spouse within the state of registration. You must be properly licensed and
insured per state laws. And you must obey the motor-vehicle laws in the state in which you are operating a
motorcycle or riding as a passenger.

Here are some of the things we have supported in the past and will continue to support in the future:

1) Participate and support the annual Maryland Gold Star Legacy Run, a statewide fundraising ride.

2) Participate and support the annual American Legion Legacy Run, an annual cross-country fundraising
ride.

3) Do local charity events/rides in support of The American Legion and local communities.

4) Do honor and escort rides when requested.

5) And we ride just for the pleasure of riding.

So, if you like riding and your membership is in good standing, come join us. You will not find a better
group of people to ride with. Stay safe and see you on the road.

3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 3k 3k sk sk sk sk 3k sk sk %k 3k 3k 3k sk sk sk 3k 3k 3k sk sk %k 3k 3k 3k 3k sk sk 3k 3k ok 3k sk sk 3k >k 5k sk sk sk %k ok sk sk %k k ok

Message from George Martin
Southern MD Youth Camp Spring cleanup
Saturday, April 25, 2026
0800 to 1200

Light grounds maintenance, weed cutting, tree pruning/ cutbacks, changing HVAC filters, inspecting bunk beds,
gutter cleaning, etc. Bring your tools and gloves.

Hope you can join us.

Camp’s address: 9201 Surratts Road, Cheltenham, MD 20623
George Martin, Chair

Southern MD Youth Camp

301 509-5633 (m)

16
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& Saturday, March 28, 2026 8pm - 11 pm TICKETS $20.00
for Tickets Gontact: Darryl Pegram 301-768-5590 |

MILITARY

TABLETOPS
{RAFFLE

: RAFFLE BASKET INCLUDES:
ASSOI’IBH Alcohol ( White Hennessy, Casmigos,
1800 Silver, Royal Crown, just to name a few)
American Legion Shirt, Nuts and Popcorn

DRAWING DATE: MARCH 28, 2026

DONATION AMOUNT:
ONE TICKET FOR $5.00
FIVE TICKETS FOR $20.00

The Winner Need Not To Be Present To WIN!
For Tickets See Bartender Or
Entertainment Committee

17



VOUUNTEERTARRREGIATION
LUNGRE

9122 Piscataway Road
Clinfon, MD
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POST HIGHLIGHTS
Clinton Post 259 General Meeting — February 23, 2026
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National Commander's Banquet Post 226 Edgewater, MD - American Legion
Department of Maryland — February 14, 2026

s B
arry o

107 Yeane Old!

Welcome
National Commandesr

Dan K. Wiley

What is Be the One? Dan K. Wiley
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*. ., American Legion National Commander Dan K. Wiley came

‘“’%«:P\ to the DMV area to meet and congregate with the Legion family.
; Many accolades were given to him including a painting, a

plaque, mug, checks, t-shirts, and his personal “stick”, which

. originated from last year’s event. No doubt Commander Wiley

{ and others enjoyed his visit.
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Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at Cliinton Post 259 — Februuary 17, 2026

CORN BEEF OR HAM
CABBAGE, POTATOES AND
CARROTS
$16.00

BINRGE Wil 50 AT S50 BM - 7S0pm
9123 Piscataway Road
Clinton, MD 20772

“St. Patrick’s Day is an enchanted time—a day to begin transforming winter’s dreams into summer’s magic.” —
Adrienne Cook

American Legion Post 259 once again celebrated St. Patrik’s Day on March 17t. And why not? It’s a fun day to party, drimk
your favorite whiskey annd beer, and join others in uunison — perfect for the Legion family tradition.

As alwayys, having a good timme is essential.

St. Patrick’s Day is a great day for the Irish, and a great day for everyone who wishes they were Irish.” — Norman
Reedus




St. Patrick's Day originated as a religious feast day honoring St. Patrick, the fifth century missionary
who brought Christianity to Ireland, and has evolved into a global celebration of Irish culture. (Source:Copilot)

“May your blessings outnumber the shamrocks that grow, and may trouble avoid you wherever you go.” — Irish
Blessing
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Bros of the 259 - “May your glass be ever full and your Monday ever short.” - Irish Toast

Make A Difference

The March 2026 Monthly Newsletter (Vol 6)
Editor — Linda P. Poulson
Questions, Comments, Ideas please forward to —

poulson515@gmail.com
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